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digital broadcast to homes all across America. A broadcast that will quite literally change the way we watch 


television. The only way to get it is with an RCA 18-inch dish and set-top receiver. The RCA brand DSS System. 


We raised Home Theatre toa new level. 


(22.300 miles above sea level, to be exact.) 


Those that have it will be in for the television ride of their lives. The signal is digital. So your RCA Home 


Theatre™ can get CD-quality sound and a picture so sharp and clear it's candy for the eyes and ears. Never before 


has there been such a combination of choice and control. The DSS System delivers over 150 channels. 





"A revolutionary new broadcast system that delivers a digital signal, . 
patentee eeten CD-quality sound and over 150 channels of customized programming. Programs you want to watch, when you want to watch them. 








Hit movies that run every thirty minutes. Special events you won't find anywhere else. Even season television 


tickets for your favorite sports teams whose games aren't televised in your area. The RCA brand DSS Digital 


Satellite System. The future of television is looking up. Changing Entertainment. Again’ ren 


CIRCLE NO. 61 ON READER SERVICE CARD 











Hitachi Proudly Brings 





OR OVER FIVE YEARS, 

Hitachi has led the home 
entertainment industry with the best 
projection TV in picture and sound, 
with ULTRAVISION. The standards of 
excellence the ULTRAVISION name has 
represented in television are now in 
camcorders with the introduction this 
year of the VMH710A! 

The engineers at Hitachi have 
achieved what few can do: create a 
camcorder that is innovative and yet, 
affordable. Let’s take a closer look at 
the camcorder that proudly calls itself 
ULTRAVISION! 


HI-8 RESOLUTION AND HI-FI STEREO 

Clarity and detail are critical to 
making the picture look the best it can. 
The ULTRAVISION VMH710A achieves 
over 400 lines of resolution, more than 
42% better than TV programs! The 
VMH710A records images 63% better 
than VHS, VHS-C and 8mm standard 
resolution camcorders, which achieve no 
more than 250 lines of resolution. And 
you'll see that difference on whatever TV 
you play the videotape on. ULTRAVISION 
sound quality is Hi-Fi stereo, microphone 
and recording. Better than 90db of audio 
quality is achieved! 


A.A.1.T. AND D.S.P. Hl 

How a camera interprets the image 
it sees makes the difference between 
ordinary and extraordinary! Hitachi 
engineers developed years ago a 
technology that utilized the benefits of 
microprocessors. Called Advanced 


Artificial Intelligence Technology 
(A.A.I.T.), the software controls the 


image coming in through the lens for 
focus, white balance, aperture (iris) 
functioning, high-speed shutter, 
backlight compensation and wind 
noise. The VMH710A employs a third 
generation 16-bit Digital Signal 
Processor (DSP) to regulate these 
functions rapidly. The result to you are 
videotapes that are color accurate and 
detailed. Yes, your memories are 
preserved with the quality they deserve, 
ULTRAVISION quality! 


AA BATTERY BACKUP... A FIRST! 

Many camcorder users will tell you 
how frustrating it is to run out of power 
when you most need it. Hitachi’s 
engineers recognized the need and 
solved a major hassle for all of us! The 
VMH710A has the capability of inserting 
6 AA alkaline batteries for an additional 
50 minutes of power! AA Batteries are 
sold almost everywhere, so you are just a 
store away from more power to continue 
those precious memories! 


COLOR EWE, EIS AND 

INSTANT ZOOM 
Ease-of-use is a must with any 
camcorder. The VMH710A has been 
designed to be user-friendly. We see in 
color; the viewfinder of the VMH710A is 
color so that no details of a scene will be 
missed! To keep your videotapes stable, 
Hitachi engineers developed an 
Electronic Image Stabilizer (EIS) that 
maintains picture quality while 
smoothing out any extra motion. Using 
angular motion sensors, the camcorder 
will determine if you are shaking the 
camcorder and respond properly. And 





ULTRAVISION Quality 
To Camcorders! 


Instant Zoom is just a button push 
away! No zoom is faster; wherever you 
have zoomed to, Instant Zoom takes you 
1.5x closer instantly! That’s valuable 
when recording a moment that comes 
quickly! All controls are conveniently 
located on the end of the camcorder, for 
easy access when you need them! 


BLANK SEARCH / DATE SEARCH 
Hitachi engineers recognized 
that time passes between shooting 
scenes on videotape. We often 
lose our place on the tape and 
can easily recorded over a scene 
that we intended to keep. Blank 
Search was designed to easily 
locate the area of tape that is free 
and usable. No more mistakes and 
loss of valuable memories! Date 
Search is a simple method locating the 
scene you wish to review with ease. 
Each time you begin to record, the 
date is imprinted on a memory chip. 
In playback mode, use this method to 
easily locate the memory by the date 
you recorded it! 


CONCLUSION 

These are just a few of the thoughtful and 
innovative features that make the VMH710A 
a breakthrough in performance. Visit 
your local Authorized Dealer today and 
experience for yourself the quality and value 
of the ULTRAVISION VMH710A! And see 
for yourself how Hitachi engineers made 
a quality camcorder affordable to you! 





For more information about 
the Hitachi VMH710A 
please call: 1-800-HITACHI 
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Pursuing the standard of 
excellence set by the 
VME55A & VMES8A 
top-rated camcorders, 
two years in a row. 


#1 rated by a leading 
consumer magazine 


DOUBLE AA BATTERY PACK 


ULTRAIISION VMH710A CAMCORDER 


The new standard in performance and value! 
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“i'm particular.” 


While engineering recordings for 

many clients, among them the 

-. Chicago and St. Louis Symphonies, 

*--Theard of Martin-Logan’s special 

----électrostatic precision and clarity 
“from several of my colleagues. 

-- $0, installed a pair in my studio. 



































~ What happened next was amazing. 
Every change in the recording 
process became apparent. Details 
of space in the hall, microphone 

»- placement and even converter 
qualities were instantly perceived, 
Yel, the superior dispersion of their 
curvilinear transducer allowed 
remarkably easy room placement, 
even in my studio. 


After using Martin-Logan products 
for years, | am excited to introduce 
the new advanced SL3, shattering 
industry standards yet again. 


What else can | say? 

Go to your local dealer and 
audition the new SL3. 

Be prepared for the experience. 


Sg 


$3,200.00 US/pr 


Following is a sampling of Larry's works 
WFMT Fine Arts Network weekly broad, 
of the Chieago Symphony Orchestra, Erat 
RCABMG, CBS/Sony, Koss Classis, 
Marco Polo, New World, Crystal, Peregrine, 
Pro Arte, Summit, Centaur, Orfeo, 

Musical Heritage Society, 





yice_O 


p.o. box 707, lawrence, ks 66044, tel (913) 749-0133, fax (913) 749- oe 
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Are You 
Experienced? 


® HOME THEATER IS THE HOT BUTTON IN 
consumer-electronics circles these days. The 
technology and talk, the sales-floor price quotes 
and the reader queries, the choices and the online 
chat all center on the convergence of video and audio. DBS systems and their 
generous entertainment packages, 5.1-channel surround sound, big-screen 
TVs, powered subwoofers, digital videodiscs, digital VCRs, digital cable—so 
much of it is focused as finely as a laser beam or a line-doubled image on the 
phenomencn we call Home Theater. & What is Home Theater? Not a TV with 
built-in speakers. Not wine, or popcorn, or couches clad in Italian leather. 

Not cute little speakers that look like Ming vases. Not picture windows, 
celebrity architects, or bearskin rugs. It’s not about filler. It's about substance. 
® Home Theater is about hardware—TV sets, VCRs, laserdisc players, 
speakers, surround-sound processors, A/V receivers, multichannel amps, and 
the technologies that make them work. It’s about getting the most for your 
money whether you’re spending $1,000 or $100,000. It’s about clean, sharp 
images with accurate colors and soundtracks that sound like real life. 

™ Because, when you get right down to it, Home Theater is really about the 
experience. Living vicariously through the genius of Spielberg and Scorsese, 
Wilder and Huston, Cameron, Bertolucci, and Merchant-lIvory. Watching the 
tears dry on Michelle Pfeiffer's face. Racing headlong on the knife’s edge with 
Harrison Ford during a Blade Runner’s last assignment. Sprinting low to the 
ground through primeval woods with Daniel Day-Lewis at your side. Feeling the 
Enterprise's engines straining all around you. Gasping in wonder at dinosaurs, 
aliens, or the spark in Ingrid Bergman’s eyes. &@ You need hardware to enjoy 
these experiences to the fullness of their potential. And this is where the 
hardware is. Welcome to VIDEO, circa 1995. We'll never slight 

camcorders and all of their accoutrements (check out this issue’s 
jam-packed. “Video File,” which begins on page 61), and we'll watch closely 

as multimedia blossoms as an entertainment medium. But Home Theater is 


what makes our pulses race. Plug in, turn on, watch out. & 


Butt Oop 
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a/ld/s/ offers home audio solutions for every application 






a/dis/ has beco rin custom home 








installations by consistently offering h 
quality loudspeakers and electronits, and by. 


developing innovative designs for every home 


C300i/s 750iL 500i/r C60i/s R50i/c L400e  AW4 sere audio application. 
AVS140 AVF144 $700 


Looking for great sounding home audio 


speakers? Take a closer look at a/dis/, 


a/d/s/ 
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MARANTZ HOME THEATER 
PURE AND SIMPLE 


. Home THX" Audio System allows you to 
hear film sound in your home as it was designed 
to be heard, providing wide dynamic range, 
precise acoustic imaging, crystal ¢- Ss 
clear dialog, properly balanced full frequency (/° 
range, and a spacious enveloping surround 
sound field. Marantz components faithfully adhere to these 


precepts, as they are precisely the goals set by our engineers. 


Our new AV-600 Pre-amplifier/Tuner combines a superb 
Home THX Cinema and Dolby ProsLogic decoder together 
with a full function A/V system pre-amplifier and 
AM/FM stereo tuner, all in one unit that is surprisingly 
affordable. An ideal complement to the AV-600 
is the Marantz MA-500 THX-certified monoblock 
power amplifier, which combines prodigious power, 








exceptional clarity, 
able to drive virtually any speaker system, 
regardless of impedance or efficiency. 
7, Simply choose the appropriate number 
‘Mh of amp channels to exactly match your 
system power needs. 











Add your choice of Marantz source components, such as our 
auto-reverse laser disc combi player and deluxe 
VHS Hi-Fi VCR, and 
youve put together 

an exceptional music and 
cinema sound system. —~. 
Audition these superb 
components at your 
Marantz dealer soon. 


x 


HER eR B°eR ERE Z’ 
PURE HIGH FIVEET: 


Marantz America, Inc. 
440 Medinah Road Roselle, IL 60172-2330 
Tel. 708-307-3100 ¢ 708-307-2687 Fax 


THX is a registered trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. Dolby and Pro-Logic are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 
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DISC FACTOR 
| recently purchased Pioneer’s CLD- 
D703, but now, after reading about 
the new, upcoming digital videodisc 
(DVD) format, I’m concerned about 
my investment. Can a conventional 
LD player be upgraded to read DVDs, 
or will the LD format eventually be 
phased out completely? Also, can | 
hook up an external RF demodulator 
to my LD player to accommodate Dol- 
by Surround AC-3 ? 
Ralph Calabria 
East Brunswick, NJ 


About 4:months ago, | purchased Pio- 
neer’s CLD-D703 laserdisc player. 
Only a month or two later, however, | 
started reading about Dolby AC-3 and 
that a LD player must be equipped 
with it to enjoy the new technology’s 
benefits. Then | read that all but the 
least expensive Pioneer LD player is 
equipped with AC-3—but my owner’s 
manual makes no mention of it. Have 
| been caught in the worst of all situa- 
tions—buying the last model right be- 
fore a technology breakthrough? If 
this is indeed my situation, will the 
quality of AC-3 improve over time? If | 
must bear the cost of upgrading, how 
long should | wait until the technology 
matures? 
Louis Z. Gombos 
Fort Collins, CO 


An LD player can’t be upgraded for 
DVD playback. LD players should be 
around well into the next century, 
however, and they'll remain extremely 
valuable for movie enthusiasts: Over 
8,000 titles are available on LD, and 
it'll take years for DVD's “library” to 
grow that large. 

An LD player must have an RF out- 
put in order to be compatible with 
Dolby Surround AC-3 laserdiscs and 
AC-3 demodulator/surround-sound 
decoders; you must have all three to 
enjoy the benefits of AC-3. The D703 
doesn’t have this RF output; all but the 
least expensive of Pioneer’s new-for- 
95 LD players include it. 

The first generation of AC-3 hard- 
ware is very expensive, so it should 
be sophisticated if not mature; we're 





currently conducting a hands-on test 
of it and will report our findings in an 
upcoming issue. We'll also determine 
whether AC-3 software makes good 
use of the technology's potential and, 
as soon as it’s available, whether the 
second, more affordable generation of 
AC-3 hardware performs up to the 
technology’s potential. —Ed. 


SMUDGE ITO 

I'm your regular, run-of-the-mill 
laserdisc addict and have been enjoy- 
ing LDs for 10 years now. After read- 
ing “Laser’s Personal Best” [April 
1995], | bought the THX-certified My 
Fair Lady. | agree that the supple- 
mental items are neat, but—following 
a trend I’ve noticed—the image is so 
smudged that you can’t see the ac- 
tors’ eyes. This seems to be the case 
with all of the THX, Columbia TriStar, 
and recent MGM/UA discs I’ve seen. 





Lately, broadcast TV has looked 
cleaner on my Pulsar front-projection 
system than many LDs. Now | rent 
LDs first, purchasing only those that 
truly look good. The disc distributors’ 
Quality Control departments should 
keep copies of MGM’s The Boy 
Friend and LIVE’s The Piano around 
for reference—as far as I’m con- 
cerned, they’re everything that LD im- 
age quality is all about. 
Gabriel Bazurto 
Tucson 


We haven't noticed this “trend” (see 
“Eyes on the Prize,” page 26, for an- 
other take on THX’s discs), though 
some older film stocks aren’t as sharp 
as current stock. —Ed. 


DREAM REAVER 
| feel that the 12-inch laserdisc is be- 
ing overlooked as a potential record- 
ing medium. A 12-inch recordable LD 
could use MPEG-2 for standard play 
and MPEG-1 for extended play. How 
many hours of MPEG-1 programming 
could fit on a 12-inch LD? 
Paul Riley 
Seal Beach, CA 


Technical editor Lance Braithwaite 
replies: Players that record on 12-inch 
discs exist today for commercial use. 
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The hardware costs about $35,000, 
blank discs about $200 apiece; the 
discs aren't compatible with conven- 
tional LD players designed for home 
use, however. A 12-inch disc that us- 
es the same pit-spacing as conven- 
tional analog-video 12-inch discs 
would probably hold about 4 to 6 
hours of MPEG-1 programming; make 
the pits smaller and move them closer 
together and you could probably in- 
crease the disc’s capacity dramatical- 
ly. But if you're going to dream, why 
dream about MPEG-1? At best, its im- 
age quality equals that of convention- 
al VHS tape. 


MEASURE ME IN ST. LOUIS 
| recently installed a new VCR ona 
shelf previously occupied (over an 8- 
year period) by four other VCRs. | 
never had a problem operating any of 
the other four from my customary seat 
on my sofa, with the VCR’s remote 
sitting on the armrest. Imagine my 
surprise when | discovered that my 
new VCR wouldn't respond to its re- 
mote when it was on the armrest. So | 
made a series of measurements: At a 
distance of 101 inches, the four older 
VCRs responded to their remotes at 
an angle of 56 degrees from a line 
perpendicular to the sensor window. 
My new VCR only responded when 
the remote was within 46 degrees— 
that’s an 18-percent reduction in the 
range of operation! | hope my tale 
prevents others from assuming that 
the range of operation for all remote 
controls is identical. 
Seymour Fox, Ph.D 
St. Louis 


SPAGHETTI BOSS 

You and Ken Korman were mistaken 
when you said that Once Upon a 
Time in the West was the only Sergio 
Leone Western not to star Clint East- 
wood [“Editor’s Choice,” March 1995, 
“Feedback,” May 1995]: Leone’s Duck 
You Sucker (1972; aka A Fistful of Dy- 
namite) starred Rod Steiger and 
James Coburn. A severely edited 
121-minute version is occasionally 
broadcast on TNT and is available as 
an MGM/UA tape; Image offers a 


138-minute letterboxed laserdisc. The 

full, uncut 158-minute version is un- 
available at this time. 

John H. McCarthy 

Carbondale, PA 


Allen Pasternak, of Houston, also not- 
ed our error. —Ed. 


LOGO JAM 
| agree wholeheartedly with Walter 
Olesky [“Logos Drive Me,” “Feed- 
back,” April 1995]: I've had a satellite 
system for 8 years, and I’ve always 
refused to buy programming that has 
a channel-identification logo plastered 
all over the picture. | wonder if the 
artists that create the programming 
know their work is being defaced? 
Bonar Law 
Hamilton, Ontario 


CONTACT 
I’m looking for information about a 
Recoton TV antenna. How can | con- 
tact them? 


Elias Herrero Jr. 
New Holland, PA 


Contact Recoton at 800.223.6009. 
—Ed. 


ET TU, ROGER? 
You folks could use some remedial 
training in Roman numerals: Both the 
April and May 1995 issues had non- 
sensical numerals for the volume on 
the title page—specifically, “XVIV” 
was used to represent the number 19. 
“XIX” is the correct usage. Also, you 
had three goofs last year: In July, 
September, and November, you used 
“XVII” instead of “XVIII.” Most readers 
don’t care what the volume is, but a 
few of us librarians keep records on 

these things! 

Roger Blaine 
Periodicals Librarian 
Mishawaka Penn Public Library 
Bittersweet Branch 
Mishawaka, IN 


Slow day in the library, eh? But seri- 

ously, we'll redouble our efforts to 

publish accurate volume information. 
—Ed. 
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reensboro, Raleigh, Winston Saleme Audio Lab: Wilmingtone Tri 
City Elect.: Conover. 
NE- Custom Electronics: Omaha, Lincoin. 
NH- Cookin’: Nashua, Manchester, Newington, Salem, S. Nashua, 
NJ- Hal's Stereo: Trentone Monmouth Stereo: Shrewsbury, Walk 
Sound Waves: Northfiekis SoundWorks: Chemy Hile Woodbridge 
Stereo: West Cakiwell, Woodbridge: 
\deas: Albuquerque. 
- Upper Ear. Las Vegas. y 
- Audio Breakthroughs: Manhasset Audio Den: Lake Groves 
udio Expressions: Newburghe Audio Junction: Watertowne Clark 
Music: Abany, Syracuse Stereo Exchange: Manhattan, Nanuet» 
Hart Elect.: Vestak Innovative Audio: Brooklyne Listening Room: 
Scarsdales Rowe Camera: Rochesters Sound Mill: Mt. Kisco, York- 
town Hts.* Speaker Shop: Amherst, Butfalos Stellar Stereo: Ithaca 
OK- Contemporary Sounds: Okla. Citys K Labs:Premium Audio: 


1 U2, 
eit Audio Craft: Akron, Cleveland, Mayfield Hts., Westlakee Audio 
tc.: Daytone Paragon Sound: Toledo. 
8 Bradford's HiFi: Eugenes Chelsea A/V: Portland, Beavertone 
elly's Home Ctr.: Salem» Larson's: Medford, Roseburg Stereo 
Plant: Bend. 
FA Set be Elect.: State Colleges GNT Stereo: Lancastere Hart Elect.: 
kely, tone Hi Fi House: Abington, Broomall Listening Post: 
Pittsbur almer Audio: Allentowre Stereoland: Natrona Heights 
Pittsburgh)» Studio One: Erie. 
+ Stereo Discount Center. Providence. 
SC- A/V Design: Charleston Upstairs Audio: Columbia. 
SD- Audio King: Sioux Falls. 
- College HiFi: Chattanoogas Hi Fi Buys: Nashville Lindsay 
‘ard: Knoxvilles Modern Music: Memphis» New Wave Elect.: Jack- 
sone Sound Room: Johnson City. i 
a Home Entertainment: Dallas, Houstors Audio Tech: Tempe, 
lacoe Audio Video: College Stations Brock AV: Beaumonts Bunk- 
ley's Sd. Systems: Abilene Bjorn's: San Antonios High Fidelity: 
Austins Krystal Clear: Dallase Marvin Electronics: Ft Worthe Sd. 
Box: San Angele Sd, Quest El Paso» Sd. Systems: Amarillos Sd, 
Towne: Texarkana. 
UT- Alpine Elect Provor AudioWorks: Salt Lake Citys Crazy Bob's: 
St Georges Stokes Bros.: Logan. : 
VA- Audio : Arlington, Fairfax, Falls Church, Manassas» Audio 
Connectio' inia Beache Audiotronics: Roanoke Home Media 
Store: Richmonds Stereo Type: Charlottesville 
- Audio Video Authority: S. Burlington. 
: Definitive Audio: Bellevue, Seattle Evergreen Audio: Sit 
verdales Pacific St. & Sd.: Wenatchees Tin Ear. Ke WK 


.VA- Sound Post Princeton. ‘ 

- Audio Emporium: Milwaukee Absolute Sound & Vision: She- 
ygare Sound World: Wausau. 

Puerto Rico- P-ecision Audio: Rio Piedras, 

Canada- A & B Sound: Calgary, Edmonton, Kelowna, Vancouver & 

Suburbs, Victorias Advance Electronics: Winnipeg Audio Ctr.: More 

treal, Ottawae Bay Bloor Radio: Torortos Centre Audio Charest: 

Trois Rivieress CORA: Quebec Citys Digital Dynamics: Clearbrooke 

Great West Audio: London Lipton’s: New Market Ontarios Peak Au- 

dio: Halifaxe Sd. Room: Vancouvere Sd. Station: Courtenaye Stere- 

oLand: Windsor. 

Mexico- Contact Grupo Volumen: Mexico City. 


Definitive Technology® 








Definitive's 
BP10 & BP20 
Win AudioVideo 


GrandPrix Award! 


— Audio Video International 


Experience the miracle of bipolar technology 


when you hear the absolute sonic superiority 
of Definitive ’s revolutionary BPS, 10 & 20 


“Truly Outstanding” 


— Stereo Review 


Our double Speaker-of-the-Year 
triumph is absolutely unprecedent- 
ed. But of course, Definitive is the 
leader in high-end loudspeakers 
and our BP8, BP10 and BP20 are 
sonically superior to any conven- 
tional speaker, regardless of cost. 

These American-made, advanced 
technology bipolar (front and rear 
radiating) systems combine lush 
spacious soundstaging, lifelike 
depth-of-field, razor-sharp resolu- 
tion and pinpoint 3-D imaging with 
powerful subwoofer-like bass (to 
below 20 Hz), high efficiency, wide 
dynamic range and easy-to-position 


The Ultimate Home Theater 

Combine the BP8s, 10s or 20s with 
our C/L/R 1000, C1 or Cl jr. center 
channel, BP1 or BP2 bipolar surround 
speakers and optional PowerField 
subwoofer for the ultimate in sound 
for music and home theater. 


Award after Award Confirms 

Definitive’s Sonic Superiority 

e Stereo Review “Showstoppers” and 
“Expert Dream System” 

e Video Magazine Product-of-the-Year 

e Audio Video Speaker-of+the-Year 

e CES Design & Engineering Awards 

e Sound & Vision Critic’s Choice 

e Inner Ear Report Editor’s Choice 

You owe it to yourself to hear these 

remarkable speakers today. 





convenience. The dramatic result is BP10 - $550 ea. BPS8 - $399 ea. o,e ® 
superb music and movie reproduc- BP20 - $799 ea. Definitive Technology 
tion so real that it has been called, The breathtaking performance of our award-winning bipolar 11105 Valley Heights Drive * Baltimore, MD 21117 


“an incredible sonic miracle!” speakers makes your music and movies really come alive. (410) 363-7148 
CIRCLE NO. 24 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





Listen Past the Equipment 
and Experience the Music 


as Intended 


Once in a while an idea 
comes along which represents 
a significant step forward in 
advancing the current state- 
of-the-art. We feel our new 
ST Series amplifiers exemplify 


this unique distinction. 


A new approach to low-noise, 
low distortion signal-path 

has produced a line of 
amplifiers which is actually 
quieter and more transparent 
than any source material 


currently available. 


Bryston ST amplifiers, from the top: 8B ST 4 channel 120 wpc, 5B ST 3 channel 120 wpe, 
4B ST 250 wpe stereo, 7B ST 500 watts mono. Not shown is the 3B ST 120 wpe stereo. 


The Bryston ST innovation: our 
ultra-linear “input buffer-with- 
gain” substantially lowers the 
distortion and inherent noise 


floor — hearing is believing. 


Completely separate power 
supplies for each channel elimi- 
nate any crosstalk to ensure firm 
focus and completely accurate 


imaging of musical instruments. 


Bryston Ltd, P.O. Box 2170, 677 Neal Drive, Peterborough, Ontario, 
Canada K9J 7Y4 Tel: (705) 742-5325 Fax: (705) 742-0882 


CIRCLE NO. 48 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Switchable gold plated RCA 
unbalanced and XLR-1/4 inch 
balanced inputs, with equal 
gain, allows flexibility for multi- 


channel system configurations. 
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News & Notes in 
Home Theater & Multimedia 


Oooo 


second course 

Sony has followed RCA into the DSS 
derby by introducing three systems, all 
of which will be available this summer. 
Suggested retail prices for the single- 
output SAS-BS1 (shown at right), dual- 
output SAS-BD1, and the loaded SAS- 
AD1 are $749, $849, and $949 (before 
installation), respectively. 

All three systems come with a receiv- 
er, a remote control, and an oval, 18- 
inch aluminum dish. The dish has a 
rounded low-noise-blocker (LNB) arm, 
said to prevent dropouts due to an accu- 
mulation of snow or debris, and the 
Signal Seeker LED, which simplifies in- 
stallation by beaming steadily when the 
dish is optimally aligned. The Express 
Navigator on-screen guide, which can 
be customized, is said to be easy to nav- 





Oooo 


bill and coup 


A major piece of telecommuni- 
cations deregulation legislation 
is being considered by Con- 
gress, and, if passed, it could 
fundamentally change the TV 
landscape. S-652, introduced 
by Senator Larry Pressler (R, 
South Dakota), proposes to al- 
low TV stations to deploy six 
standard-resolution channels in 







































igate thanks to the receiver’s 32-bit pro- 
cessing. The optional MRD-D1 multi- 
room kit ($200) has RF outputs that can 
feed five TV sets, inputs for two video 
sources, and cable-box and antenna 
connections. 

The AD-1 has two standout features: 
a timer for unattended recording (event 
and day specifics weren’t set at press- 
time), and a sophisticated learning re- 
mote control. The remote uses a track 
ball to navigate the on-screen guide and 
emits RF as well as infrared commands. 
Other system features include two 
audio outputs and a 9-pin low-speed 
data port. 

Dual-output dishes can be connected 
to two receivers simultaneously. Sony 
will sell two receivers separately—the 
loaded SAT-A1 has a suggested retail 
price of $750, the SAT-B1 an SRP of 
$650. —Bill Wolfe 


the space tentatively allocated 
for one HDTV channel. Passage 
of the bill would also allow 
companies that own a chain of 
TV stations to increase their 
reach from 25 to 35 percent of 
the United States. In addition, 
passage would allow for- 
eign companies to own 
American TV or radio 
stations; currently, for- 
eign investors are lim- 
ited to a 25-percent 
stake. Finally, passage 
would enable TV 
stations to own Ca- 
ble franchises, while 
telephone companies 
would gain more free- 
dom to provide pro- 
gramming services over 
phone wiring. The bill’s 
sponsors hope to win 
passage by July 4, but 
the Clinton Administra- 


tion opposes major parts of it, 
including the deregulation of 
non-basic cable service and the 
lack of provisions prohibiting 
telephone companies from buy- 
ing cable systems. 

—Arthur Brodsky 





ooOoo 


dvd dance 

The volatile digital-videodisc 
status quo is changing more 
rapidly than the “motivation” 
of characters on Melrose Place. 
While the two-sided 10-giga- 
byte format sponsored by 
Toshiba/Time Warner is sup- 
ported by a formidable array 
of consumer electronics hard- 
ware manufacturers as well as 
MCA and MGM/UA, Sony/Phil- 
ips’ single-sided, two-layer 7.4- 
GB format is now supported by 
a large number of CD-ROM- 
player manufacturers as well as 
Philips-owned Magnavox, Ma- 
rantz, Bang & Olufsen, and 
Grundig and Sony home-enter- 
tainment companies, including 
Columbia TriStar. Other DVD 
developments: 

@ Sony/Philips claim that Toshi- 
ba/Time Warner's two-sided 
disc is impractical for multime- 
dia applications due to its in- 


ability to access data from 
both sides of a disc in real- 
time. 

e Matsushita, an early support- 
er of the Toshiba/Time Warner 
format, announced details on a 
single-sided, two-layer 9-GB 
DVD based on Toshiba’s com- 
pression scheme but appears 
to be far from demonstrating 
the technology. 

e “Blue-chip” multimedia com- 


lett—Packard, IBM, and Mi- 
crosoft said they won’t be 
choosing between the compet- 
ing formats and urged both 
camps to come together to 
present a single format. Initial 
responses from both the Toshi- 
ba/Time Warner and Sony/ 
Philips camps weren’t encour- 
aging, but they could be just 
the first tentative steps in a 
complex mating ritual. Stay 
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Oooo 
tale of 
the tape 


One new detail regard- 
ing JVC’s upcoming D- 
VHS format has sur- 
faced since the initial 
story broke [“Data Re- 
trieval,” “Feedback,” 
June 1995]. While D- 
VHS decks will initially 
require conventional S- 
VHS tape for digital- 
bitstream recording, a 
new formulation of D- 
VHS tape should appear 
soon after the first D- 
VHS hardware hits in 
mid-’96. D-VHS tape 
will be thinner than S- 
VHS tape and will offer 
up to 7 hours of digital 
record/play time. 
D-VHS (the D stands 
for “Data,” not “Digi- 
tal”) will be able to re- 
cord the compressed 


output signals of virtu- 
ally any device with a 
digital-bitstream output, 
including computers, 
digital videodiscs, and 
DSS receivers. JVC 
says that they will pro- 
vide a compatible bit- 
stream interface for all 
future digital-compres- 
sion formats. A D-VHS 
deck won’t decompress 
the bitstream signal or 
offer digital-to-analog 
conversion, however; 
that duty must be per- 
formed by an outboard 
decoder (such as a “set- 
top box’’) or by circuitry 
built into another com- 
ponent (such as a future 
digital TV). D-VHS 
VCRs will be “back- 
ward-compatible” with 
conventional VHS and 
S-VHS tapes. 

—Peter Barry 


Ever wake up in a cold 
sweat because your favorite 
baseball team played a late 
game and you snoozed 
through the pivotal ninth in- 
ning . . . which included a 
triple play, an inside-the- 
park home run, and an es- 
pecially snappy one-liner by 
Vin Scully? Need to hunker 
down with all of the details? 
Make the leap to cyber- 
space—to the ESPNet 
Sports Zone, specifically. 
Unveiled on the World 
Wide Web over the NCAA's 
Final Four weekend last 
April, Zone (http://ESPNET. 
SportsZone.com, formerly 
known as Satchel Sports 
Web) provides up-to-the- 
minute scores, game sum- 
maries, photos, and stats 
for all major sports, includ- 
ing baseball, football, bas- 
ketball, hockey, golf, tennis, 
auto racing, NCAA Division 





panies Apple, Compaq, Hew- _ tuned. — Paul Gluckman 
oooco 
cybersports |, and selected minor- 


league sports. (No word on 
whether Zone covers Aus- 
tralian rules football.) Also 
on tap are interactive player 
files, a variety of online chat 





areas, and a litany of ser- 
vices from ESPN, the Asso- 
ciated Press, STATS Inc., 


Sports Ticker, Knight- 
Ridder/Tribune Media Ser- 
vice, and All-Sport Photo- 
graphic. |. —Marc Horowitz 


JEFF MYERS 








The Cyclopean logo of the Sound 
Retrieval System, which adorns 
some high-end Sony and RCA tele- 
visions plus a handful of speakers 
and computer add-ons, now ap- 
pears on Packard Bell multimedia 
PCs. Packard Bell, who says that 
their nameplate can be found on 
nearly half of all home computers 
sold through mass-market retailers, 
has become the first computer mak- 
er to build SRS’s 3-D sound technol- 
ogy into all of its models. The elec- 
tronic enhancement, which is de- 


signed to deliver the sonic width, 
depth, and ambience of a surround- 
sound system from only two speak- 
ers, restores spatial cues that are 
normally lost in the recording 
process and is compatible with any 
type of audio signal. 

What if you already own an MPC 
and feel the urge to upgrade? Media 
Vision, Labtec, and Jazz are among 
the companies providing SRS- 
equipped sound cards and speak- 
ers. And NMB Technologies sells a 
keyboard that incorporates two 
speakers as well as SRS circuitry. 

—Rob Sabin 





Neil Young doesn’t like 
the sound quality of CDs. 
Most people think they 
sound terrific, of course, 
but Young has turned to 
the new High Definition 
Compatible Digital (HD- 
CD) process for his long- 
awaited (but currently 
unscheduled) retrospec- 
tive box set. Audiophiles 
also swear that HDCDs 
sound better than con- 
ventional CDs. 

The HDCD process, 
which was invented by 
Pacific Microsonics, em- 
ploys a higher sampling 
rate and a longer bit 
“word” than standard 
CDs; in short, HDCDs 
hold much more informa- 
tion than standard CDs. 
The circuitry required to 
decode this information 





can be included in a 
standalone “black box,” 
an outboard D/A convert- 
er, or an otherwise con- 
ventional CD _ player. 
Though its effect is most 
noticeable with HDCD- 
encoded discs, HDCD de- 
coding is also said to 
subtly improve the sound 
quality of standard CDs. 
Pacific Microsonics 
plans to ship HDCD en- 
coders to record labels 
this month. Currently, 
the only HDCDs you can 
buy are 12 classical and 
jazz titles from Refer- 
ence Recordings. Adcom, 
Audio Alchemy, Mark 
Levinson, and 22 other 
hardware manufacturers 
are licensed to build 
HDCD decoders into 
their gear; prices cur- 
rently range from 
around $600 to “don’t 
ask.” — Tom Miiller 


Digital Decoding Engine 3.0 


Frase 


Audio Alchemy’s HDCD-ready DDE V3.0 











The XBand Video Game 
Network, from Catapult 


Entertainment, takes gam- 





ing to the next level by al- 
lowing two gamers in two 
different locations—in dif- 
ferent households, towns, 
or states—to compete 
head-to-head in real-time 
over standard phone lines. 
Currently, the Network is 
available only to Sega 
Genesis and/or Super Nin- 
tendo owners who live in 
Atlanta, Dallas, Los Ange- 
les, New York, or San 


Francisco. Gamers have to 


buy an XBand modem and 
software ($30); the modem 
slides into the console’s 
cartridge slot, games into 
the modem. Since joystick- 
control data, not game da- 
ta, is transmitted, both 
gamers must also have the 
same game hardware and 
software. The service has a 
monthly subscription fee 
($7.95) and a per-use con- 
nection fee ($0.25); new 
subscribers get 32 connec- 
tion “credits” free, and the 
package includes email 
service via the Internet. 
Catapult expects to ex- 
pand the Network national- 
ly this summer and to pro- 
vide it via a networked 
online service to Pentium- 
equipped PC gamers; PCs 
equipped with a modem 
won’t require the $30 
XBand add-on. Currently, 
only two players can com- 
pete head-to-head, but Cat- 
apult expects to add multi- 
player capability in the 


future. —James K. Willcox 
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Surround sound fit 


Mm ARRY AND CANDY BRONSTEIN 

| take their movies seriously. 

They bought a big-screen TV 
B back when 20-inchers were 
| the norm, and their ever-ex- 
mM panding storage units house 
over 100 videotapes. As the resi- 
dent electronics buff, Barry is ready 
to upgrade the family’s system, and 
he’s already picked out a new 45- 
inch rear-projector, a laserdisc play- 
er, and a Hi-Fi VCR. In other words, 
the Bronsteins (shown here with 
Chris, left, and Tracy) have the 
video half of their home-theater sys- 
tem wrapped up. 

Now they need to capitalize on the 
impact delivered by their favorite 
movies’ soundtracks. So they’re 
looking into Dolby Pro Logic, and 
they've set aside $5,000 for sur- 
round-sound electronics and speak- 
ers. Unfortunately, they’re a little 
confused. Like most folks, they’re 
uncomfortable with the fast-talking 
salespeople they’ve met in the su- 
perstores. Some pushed an A/V re- 
ceiver, while others tried to sell them 
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on separates. And the couple are 
also wondering about a THX-certi- 
fied system. 

Looking for guidance, the Bron- 
steins turned to VIDEO. As always, 
we advised them to seek out a 
knowledgeable salesperson at a 
specialty A/v shop—someone who 
really Knows home-theater options 
and is willing to take the time to lay 
them all out. Then we went a step 
further, asking three specialists what 
they would recommend if the couple 
walked into their shop. Though their 
opinions differ, our specialists’ rec- 
ommendations provide a foundation 
for building a personalized system. 
Prices quoted are real-world, before 
tax or installation help. 


Bob Cole 

Bob & Ron’s World Wide Stereo 
Montgomeryville, PA 

IF THE BRONSTEINS WANT TO USE ONE 
system for music and home theater, 
I'd steer away from THX—it’s a won- 
derful system, but you typically end 
up with a sonic stage that’s set up 












THE BIG SHOVV 


just for watching movies. Also, THX 
products all perform within set 
specifications, and not everyone 
likes their music that way; this is es- 
pecially true of THX speakers. At 
this budget, it’s hard to get a THX 
system that sounds as great with 
music as it does with movies. 

| think going with an A/V receiver is 
best for ease of use: Barry may be a 
techie, but Candy and the kids 
probably need something simpler. 
The Denon receiver and Paradigm 
speakers I’m recommending deliver 
audiophile-caliber music and spec- 
tacular movie sound; the “bipolar” 
main speakers create a huge im- 
age. And two powered subs will de- 
liver really tight, clean bass; the 
Bronsteins will even get deep bass 
when the volume knob is low, which 
is good in a family environment. I’m 
also recommending a Denon out- 
board D/A converter for the digital 
output on the couple’s laserdisc 
player—it really improves clarity and 
imaging with movies. 





1) Cau AVR-2500 
A/V receiver 





(1) Denon DA-500 $500 
. D/A converter 
: (2) Paradigm Esprit $1,200 
main speakers 
(1) Paradigm CC 300 $300 
center speaker ut 
(2) Paradigm APD 150 $400 ‘ 
_ surround speakers \ 






radigm PS 1000 
wered subwoofers 





JON FEINGERSH/THE STOCK MARKET 





with nothing more to 
buy... ever! 
see details on back 
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one-of-a-kind way ' 

for you to stayontop | 

of what's happening : 

with music you love and | 

keep up with your favorite - 

artists and their new releases. - 

Now you can listen to the music ; 

and read great reviews before you buy your | 

CDs from your favorite music store or club. - WARNER MUSIC SERVICE 
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BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 22 TAMPA FL 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


To welcome you to this unique service, you’re invit- PO. Box 61031 


ed to receive - FREE - the Music Magazine of your 
choice and a companion full-length CD, also FREE. Tampa FL 33661-1031 


Nothing like this is available in stores at any price! 


MAIL CARD TODAY TO RECEIVE 


10 New Songs 


Every Month 








REE 1) with nothing more to buy... ever! 
ALSO AVAILABLE ON CASSETTE. *0?Utlalls below 


Today's country 
music scene is 


you'll discover 
the bright new 
sounds and 
dynamic new 
stars that are 
so incredibly 
pular. 


ye this the 


mini disc 


on standby 
sing. 
improvisin Sanat ‘ ' 


j multi £ i on " ies! 
: Curtis 
i aiitzy at 60 ya q 
; ll ) Chapman 


JU HEAR MUSIC. 


CI YES. Please send me my FREE magazine plus my FREE CD or cassette as indicated below. mM EXCLUSIVE MAGAZINE 


VAY Bill me for just shipping and handling. Thereafter, each month | will receive the latest issue of 
LKEIT. the magazine and an exclusive CD for the guaranteed low price of $4.98 plus shipping and @ EXCLUSIVE CD... WITH UP TO 
handling. | may also receive up to four times a year, special issues guaranteed at the same low 10 NEW SONGS EVERY MONTH 


rice plus shipping and handling. | have no obligation to buy anything and | may cancel at any time. 
Mish 2 ye te . 7 Mgt . . TSN @ FREE CD BUYING SERVICE 


Select the magazine(s) and CD(s) you would like to receive. 
: M@ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
; CU Check here if rf 
CUHUH MAGAZINE plus CD) C)NEW COUNTRY Magazine plus CD monthly recordings on cassette 
on my CD is: (check only one) | C) RADIO AAHS Magazine plus CD Chechens t yt preter your 


OC Alternative Rock : 
O Check here if you prefer your 
CO Hard Rock =) Rap C)CROSSROADS Magazine plus CD ronthiy recordings on cassette 


C) Heavy Metal an Check here if you prefer your 
0 Soft Rock/Pop (3) CBBC MUSIC Magazine plus CD monthly recordings on cassette 
O Check here if you prefer your 


O Check here if you prefer your ; 
monthly recordings on cassette 0 JAZZIZ Magazine plus cD monthly recordings on cassette 


Special Music Video Offer 
OC YES, Please also send me every 
i month the full-length music video tape 
irene print) featuring 10 music videos for the low 
he : 4 4 plus pera ay bags han- 
Tin ing. | will be guaranteed this low price 
Address Apt# as long as | remain an active subscriber. 
Please send my music video from this 
City e. aip «Ys S#t@gory. C1 Alternative Rock 
© Country C Pop © Christian 
( ) C Rap OC Heavy Metal (Fs) 


Phone 
We reserve the right to ask for additional information, reject 


Have you bought anything by mail in the last: (16 months C1 1 year 1) never any application, or cancel any membership, Allow 4-6weeks 
for delivery of first issue. Limited to new members only. One 


Do you have a credit card? C] Yes () No membership per family. Local sales tax, if any, will be added. 














B&W’s HTM center speaker 








Jim Bark's System: $4,900 


(1) Onkyo TX-SV919THX $1,800 


THX receiver 


(1) Parasound HCA-1000 $500 
THX amplifier 


(1) JBL HT speaker package $2,600 
(3) HTIF main/center speakers 
(2) HTID surround speakers 
(2) HTIS passive subwoofers 


Jim Bark 

HiTech Homes, Cedarburg, WI 
THE WHOLE IDEA WITH HOME THEATER |S 
to excite the senses, and THX is a 
big benefit here. The electronics 
optimize the system's tonal balance 
for movies, and with THX speakers 
you get controlled dispersion for a 
more horizontal, or spread-out, im- 
age. Considering the Bronsteins’ 
budget, a THX A/V receiver is the 
way to go—they’d have to double 
their budget, at least, to get into it 
with separates. Value-wise, the 


Onkyo pretty much stands alone: 
It’s got great amplifiers that play 
loudly and provide good transient 
response, and it uses Motorola’s 
new digital processing chip. The 
Onkyo is also the only THX receiver 
available that'll allow the couple to 
upgrade to AC-3 [the next genera- 
tion of surround-sound processing]. 
JBL’s HT speaker package is one 
of the best-sounding and lowest- 
priced THX-certified systems 
around. The speakers are highly ef- 
ficient, for robust output with mod- 
est power, and their compact size 
and magnetically shielded cabinets 
make placement easy. The dipole 
surrounds produce a good ambient 
soundfield, and the two 12-inch 
passive subwoofers—when driven 
by Parasound’s THX amp—will dev- 
astate most powered subwoofers. 








Murray Selarz 
Sound Factor, Santa Monica, CA 


with a complete THX system. 

If | were buying a $5,000 system, | 
wouldn't build it around a receiver; 
I'd go with medium-priced sepa- 
rates. This way, the amp has its 
own power supply and chassis and 
doesn't contribute noise or heat to 


Mur elarz's tem: 
$5,245 


(1) Carver CT-27 $749 
preamp /processor /tuner 


(1) Carver AV-405 amplifier $699 


(2) B&W Model 804 $1,900 
main speakers 


(1) B&W HTM center speaker $699 


(2) Atlantic Technology Model 254 
surround speakers $249 


(1) Velodyne Model 1200X $949 
powered subwoofer 


the preamp or surround processor. 
I'd go with a Carver preamp/tuner/ 
surround processor and multichan- 
nel amp, which are outstanding 
performers in the audio domain, 
and B&W speakers up front, so the 
Bronsteins will get all-around phe- 
nomenal sound. B&W’s Model 804 
main speakers are from the Matrix 
line, which has special internal 
bracing and a top-mounted tweeter 
that improves imaging; the HTM is 
the matching center-channel 











THIS BUDGET LET 
level THX sys 
THX receiver, 
way to go if al 
to do is watch 
also interested 
to listen to m 
much larger b 


TS YOU BUILD AN ENTRY- 
tem around a good 
which may be the 
the Bronsteins want 
movies. But if they’re 
in using this system 
usic, they'd need a 
udget in order to go 





speaker. The servo-controlled bass 


from the Velo 


dyne powered sub- 


woofer will be tighter and less 
thumpy than the bass from a regu- 
lar subwoofer. And Atlantic Tech- 


nology’s Mo 
speakers will 
out back. 


del 254 surround 
do an excellent job 











JBL’s HTIF THX speaker, Denon’s AVR-2500 receiver 
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At Mirage, we’ve proven the From the compact 100-watt All feature our new “Auto-On” 


sonic superiority of Bipolar BPS-I00 to the flagship circuitry. And, for the ultimate 
loudspeaker design. Now 250-watt BPSS-210, all four in outboard control convenience, 

we’re proving it once again feature dual bass drivers in a combine any of them with one 

with our powerful new line unique Bipolar configuration. of our LFX-Series of external | 
of Bipolar subwoofers. This eliminates transfer of low crossovers. 


frequency energy to the floor, 
a major source of coloration in 
single driver subwoofers. 


From the original Bipolar 
explorers comes the world’s 
first complete line of Bipolar 
subwoofers, the ideal means of 
adding dramatic new depth to 
both audio and home theater 
systems. Track one down and 
explore the possibilities 
yourself. 





THE ORIGINAL BIPOLAR LOUDSPEAKER™ 3641 McNicoll Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada MIX IG5 (416)321-1800 Fax (416)32I-1500 
CIRCLE NO. 2 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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technology, circa the last half of the last 
decade of the millennium. 

Glass cathode-ray tubes (CRTs) pro- 
vide the core TV-screen technology for 
direct-view TV sets. Larger tubes— 
those above 27 inches—make up more 
of each manufacturer’s direct-view 
lineup with each year’s product intro- 
ductions. Dark-tint tubes, which allow 
for high-contrast pictures with more 
depth and color, are ubiquitous in these 
big-screen sets. And many sets have In- 
var Shadow Mask tubes. These tubes 
use a mask that’s made of a metal alloy, 
which is more resistant to thermal ex- 
pansion than traditional iron masks. 
Containing heat is critical, since it can 
warp a mask, making it more difficult 
for a set’s electron beam to consis- 
tently excite the correct phosphors (if 
adjacent phosphors are excited, image 
areas that are supposed to appear bright 
white will be tinged a yellowish 
brown). 

TV tubes are also getting flatter (offi- 
cially known as “reduced curvature”). 
Though they aren’t completely flat, so- 
called flat screens minimize room re- 
flections, providing more of a movie- 
theater experience, the ideal as the 
home-theater revolution continues to 
rage. Flat tubes also offer good viewing 
from greater angles off center, enabling 
even those who don’t have the best seat 
in the room to enjoy a truly high-quali- 
ty image. 

Though the world may go 
widescreen in the future (the 
16:9 aspect ratio is an integral 





From left: Hitachi Model 31UX5B, | 
Panasonic CT31XF40 (with 


part of the high-definition TV, or 
HDTV, spec), most of today’s direct- 
view sets still use a 4:3 ratio. Only one 
TV maker, in fact, plans to introduce 
widescreen sets this season. 

Tubes aren’t the only facet that are 
getting a face-lift, though. TV makers 
are upgrading their sets’ chassis, add- 
ing all types of new circuitry as well as 
more current for driving the electron 
beam that creates pictures. Many mod- 
els now include circuitry that automati- 
cally monitors the picture, adjusting 
colors, increasing black-level (bright- 
ness), and varying the scanning speed 
(or velocity) of the electron beam to 
emphasize differences in brightness, 
making edges sharper. 

Virtually every manufacturer plants a 
comb filter in their sets—some use a 
plain-vanilla glass filter, while others 
upgrade to digital filters that are 
claimed to do a better job of separating 
the chroma (color) portion of the signal 
from luminance (black-and-white), for 
purer pictures. At the same time, many 
TV makers have also exiled notch fil- 
ters, the comb filter’s precursor. In their 
place, they’re matching digital combs 
to special circuitry; the package deliv- 
ers the same color and sharpness bene- 
fits of a notch without the resolution 
loss it’s known to cause. 

Many videophiles are loudly de- 
manding that the images produced by 
their TVs accurately reflect what direc- 




















tors and cinematographers intended 
when they were making their films. 
And many TV makers and cinematog- 
raphers are responding, by adding col- 
or-temperature controls that, in a grow- 
ing number of sets, achieve or closely 
approximate the NTSC broadcast stan- 
dard of 6,500 degrees Kelvin. 

Cable and, especially, satellite ser- 
vices offer dozens or even hundreds of 
programming options, which is a TV 
Watcher’s dream. But keeping track of 
all of your options can be tough. In re- 
sponse, TV makers are incorporating 
on-screen guides that enable viewers to 
identify programs and navigate among 
them. Several TV makers are building 
circuitry for the StarSight program- 
guide service into their sets; once a 
viewer subscribes to StarSight’s ser- 
vice, the set decodes the company’s 
comprehensive on-screen guide. Most 
TV makers, however, are either focus- 
ing their StarSight efforts on their VCR 
lines or are waiting to see how con- 
sumers accept the guide. 

Some TV makers express hope that 
XDS (for “extended data services,” and 
formerly known as EDS) takes off, 
since it’s free to consumers—and rela- 
tively inexpensive to add via the 
closed-captioning circuitry required in 
TVs by law since 1993. A few compa- 
nies are doing more than hoping, 
adding XDS to their new direct-view 
models. But XDS seems inadequate to 
the task: Though, like StarSight, it’s 
transmitted on the vertical blanking in- 
terval (VBI), XDS is a bare-bones on- 
screen identification system that deliv- 
ers far less information than StarSight 
does. Currently, only PBS stations are 
willing to provide simple XDS-format 
time, date, and (in some cases) pro- 
gram-name information—and then on- 
ly for their own channel. 

Most TV makers seemed to be jazzed 
by GuidePlus+, the on-screen guide 
that’s being developed by Gemstar, the 


company that brought us the VCR 
Plus+ time-shifting feature and the re- 
cent Index Plus+ system (which en- 
ables easy access to a specific program 
on a videotape that has been recorded 
with multiple programs). GuidePlus+, 
which is reportedly more detailed than 
XDS but not as comprehensive as Star- 
Sight, has no subscription fee; it’ll 
probably add more to the cost of a TV 
set than XDS capability does, however, 
since Gemstar will have to foot the bill 
for transmitting GuidePlus+ informa- 
tion over the VBI. Many TV companies 
are considering adding GuidePlus+ to 
their sets next year, when it’s scheduled 
to be ready for primetime. 

TVs are set to change in even more 
substantial ways, of course. Before the 
end of the decade, we’re very likely to 
see sets that are, if not true computers, 
at least capable of decoding and dis- 
playing digital MPEG-2-encoded im- 
ages. The impressive success of the all- 
digital DSS (Digital Satellite System) 
is just the beginning of television’s bold 
new digital future. New formats we’re 
likely to see next year—such as 
D-VHS VCRs (which use conventional 
S-VHS tape to record digital bit- 
streams) and DVD players (which use 
CD-size discs to hold MPEG-2 digital 
video as well as digital audio)—are 
also giving TV makers plenty to think 
about. 

HDTV’s fortunes appear bright this 
season thanks to announcements by the 
NBC television network, Thomson 
(parent company of RCA, ProScan, and 
GE), and Zenith. NBC said it will 
broadcast HDTV signals in 1997, and 
both Thomson and Zenith expect to 
have HDTV sets ready for sale in the 
same time frame. Meanwhile, the FCC 
is slated to give its final blessing on 
HDTV’s technical parameters as well 
as on other digital delivery systems by 
the end of this year. As you’ll see, this 
year’s direct-view lineup is more evo- 
lutionary than HDTYV-caliber revolu- 
tionary, but that doesn’t make it any 
less exciting. 


GOLDSTAR 

“Big screen” at GoldStar means 27 
inches, and all of the company’s mod- 
els incorporate comb filters and black- 
matrix picture tubes. For added conve- 
nience, A/V jacks are provided on one 
side of the set’s cabinet, facilitating 
hookup of camcorders and videogame 
consoles without detracting from the 
set’s appearance. 


Later this year or early in 1996, 
GoldStar will debut its GCT-2796 
($899). This new “‘flat’-screen 27-inch- 
er will feature an Invar Shadow Mask 
tube and velocity-modulation scanning. 
A CCD comb filter will join the picture- 
enhancement package. Also in the 
works for early 1996 is at least one set 
with a built-in StarSight decoder. 


HITACHI 


The TV makers at Hitachi are very 
busy. The company is selling two new 
“flat”-tube models—the 35UX80B 
($1,999) and 35UX70B ($1,799)—that 
also feature an Invar Shadow Mask. All 
of the company’s big-screen direct- 
view TVs incorporate a dark-tint tube, 
known as Ultra-Black. And all Hitachi 
big-screen models include comb filter- 
ing, with the top-of-the line 35UX80B 
and the 32UX8B 32-incher ($1,099) of- 
fering digital comb filtering. 

Thanks to a revision in their electron 
guns, Hitachi is offering a dynamic-fo- 
cus tube in their 31- and 32-inch mod- 
els, with the latter being a new screen 
size for the company. The new tube 
produces a smaller beam spot at edges 
and corners, and this is said to result in 
especially sharper pictures with re- 
duced “blooming.” 

Some Hitachi models can be set for 
“cool” or “warm” pictures, which are 
tied to their color temperatures. Neither 






32” 


Sony KV-32T546 (with optional 
stand), Toshiba CN32D90 


TOSHIBA 


option dials in the broadcast-standard 
6,500 degrees Kelvin, however. “As a 
signal is converted, broadcast, and re- 
ceived,” says Bruce Schoenegge, Hi- 
tachi’s director of product manage- 
ment, “it gets attacked by a variety of 
influences. On a set with a 6,500-de- 
gree picture, the end result would look 
far too red to almost any set of eyes.” 

Hitachi is incorporating artificial-in- 
telligence circuits into their most ex- 
pensive sets. The circuits use a form of 
fuzzy logic to measure the amount of 
noise inherent in a signal and automati- 
cally make corrections as needed. 
These same pricey sets also use veloci- 
ty-scan modulation. 

Looking ahead, Hitachi is working 
with Thomson to develop D-VHS prod- 
ucts. Hitachi executives believe that 
they’ll be able to offer cost-effective 
combination TV/D-VHS units only af- 
ter they move along the learning curve 
with standalone D-VHS VCRs. Hitachi 
also expects to build MPEG-2 decoders 
into TVs—as long as the compression 
scheme becomes a standard or is man- 
dated. 


JVC 

The top model in each of JVC’s di- 
rect-view screen sizes is a Premiere 
set, and these models receive the com- 
pany’s best circuitry and performance 
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Samsung TCB2735, GoldStar 27546 


features. Each Premiere set has an In- 
var Shadow Mask, and the Premiere 
31- and 27-inch sets also feature “flat” 
tubes. JVC’s largest direct-view, the 
35-inch AV-35BH6 ($1,899), doesn’t 
have a flat tube, but it does incorporate 
a dark-tint tube. (Toshiba and Mit- 
subishi, the only sources for “flat” 35- 
inch tubes, aren’t making them avail- 
able to other companies at this time.) 
Tinting carries through to all of JVC’s 
direct-view sets, in fact, which also 
feature a new chassis that’s said to 
boost video performance. 

Comb and notch filters are paired in 
all JVC direct-views. The Premiere 
sets tap a special wideband comb (as 
opposed to a basic glass unit) that 
processes a wider part of the signal, 
said to deliver better color separation. 
(Digital comb filtering is currently re- 
stricted to JVC’s Premiere rear-projec- 
tion TVs.) The company’s sets also in- 
clude the THEATER STATUS/AV setting, 
which approximates the 6,500-degree 
color-temperature standard. 

Premiere models also employ black- 
level-expansion circuitry, for blacker 
blacks, and video noise reduction, for 
reducing “sparkles” and “snow” from 
rented videos and in weak reception ar- 
eas. Velocity modulation is on hand to 
sharpen the edges in graphics and al- 
phanumerics. 

Though JVC developed the D-VHS 
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standard and plans to sell digital bit- 
stream recorders in 1996, David Kline, 
the company’s sales engineering man- 
ager, can’t say if JVC will ever build D- 
VHS VCRs into their TV sets. 

As for MPEG-2 decoding becoming 
part of JVC’s TV package, Kline is 
skeptical. “Software changes too rapid- 
ly,” he says. “If you build one of these 
black boxes into a TV, who’s to say that 
it’s going to be the winning format... 
that it’ll be around in 12 to 15 years 
when the TV it’s built into is still alive 
and kicking?” 


MAGNAVOX 


One of the grand old names in TV 
design, Magnavox will continue to take 
a populist approach to TV building in 
1995 and beyond. Though the company 
invented Invar masking and features it 
in all of their 32-inch models, Mag- 
navox executives say that they’re not 
big believers in the technology. In fact, 
their engineers are working on software 
implementations of standard picture 
adjustments that they say will outper- 
form Invar. 

Because their research indicates that 
consumers like images with sharp con- 
trast and Coke-can reds, Magnavox is 
offering dark-glass tubes as well as 
comb filters (another Magnavox inven- 
tion) on nearly every set in their line. 
Special circuitry that “stretches” blacks 
and boosts reds is also available in 
some models, delivering even higher 
contrast and brighter reds. 

No manual color-temperature adjust- 
ments are featured on Magnavox TVs, 








which are set at 8,200 degrees Kelvin. 
Mark Stephenson, the company’s vice 
president for color TV, says that pic- 
tures with a 6,500-degree color temper- 
ature don’t appeal to most consumers. 
As an alternative, all Magnavox sets 
have a feature called Smart Picture, 
which offers four preset combinations 
of color, tint, brightness, picture, and 
sharpness settings. 

Thanks to parent company Philips, 
Magnavox has taken the lead in elimi- 
nating picture “ghosts.” Philips’ ghost- 
cancellation reference (GCR) signal is 
the industry standard, and it’s currently 
broadcast by nearly half of the TV sta- 
tions in the United States. The GCR sig- 
nal-processing circuitry will be incor- 
porated in the 27-inch TP2798C1A and 
32-inch TP3298C1 (prices not avail- 
able at presstime), which, along with a 
standalone GCR box, will be available 
later this year. 

Magnavox incorporates a “flat” tube 
in some of their 27- and 32-inch mod- 
els, including the TP3272C ($899), 
their top table model. Though the com- 
pany offered a 34-inch 16:9 model in 
the past, it’s now discontinued. On the 
other hand, Magnavox Plus, a new 
high-end TV line, is due later this year. 

On the special-effects front, a new in- 
stant-replay feature stores the last 8 
seconds of programming for slow-mo- 
tion or stop-action playback in real- 
time; it’s offered in select 32- and 27- 
inch sets. Magnavox is one of the 
companies that’s looking very closely 
at GuidePlus+; though they’ve built a 
StarSight decoder into some of their 





VCRs and into a standalone box, they 
don’t currently offer a StarSight- 
equipped TV. 

Magnavox is developing products 
that combine TV and PC functions as 
well as use compression technology. 
The company’s engineers are also 
working on “smart cards”: They’ll plug 
into a slot in the TV in the same way 
that computer cards are plugged into 
PCs, and they’ll enable owners to up- 
grade their sets, adding capabilities 
such as ghost cancellation, StarSight, 
modem functions, and more. 


MITSUBISHI 

The inventor of the 35-inch picture 
tube is celebrating the tube’s 10th An- 
niversary this year, and Mitsubishi is 
also expanding on its bigger sibling, the 
40-inch tube (another Mits invention). 
Invar will be available on more 35-inch 
models and in all three of the compa- 
ny’s new 40-inchers. (Mitsubishi re- 
mains the only company to offer this 
jumbo direct-view screen size for 
home use.) A flatter CRT is also fea- 
tured in several 35-inch models, includ- 
ing the upcoming flagship CS-35805 
($3,199). These and other Mitsubishi 
big-screen sets include dark-tint tubes. 

For filtering, both the CS-35805 and 
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Mitsubishi’s 40-inch CS-40507, ProScan’s 
35-inch PS35690 (on optional stand) 


the upcoming 40-inch CS-40805 
($3,999) incorporate an enhanced 3-D 
comb filter dubbed the 3D Y/C. Digital 
filtering is accomplished via a 2-D filter 
in the other 40-inchers and several 35- 
inch sets, with the balance of Mits’ sets 
using a basic glass comb filter. 

Mits sets offer a HIGH/MID/LOW color 
adjustment, but none of the settings 
takes you all the way down to 6,500 de- 
grees Kelvin. The company’s current 
position—which it shows indications 
of changing—is that a 6,500-degree 
setting produces pictures that are too 
warm and that look good only in dark 
rooms. 

As the second company to offer Star- 
Sight in a TV, Mitsubishi is making the 
guide easier to read on one 40-inch and 
three 35-inch sets 
through bit-mapped 
graphics. All Mits 
direct-views offer 
XDS, which the 
company debuted in 
1993, 

Mitsubishi’s big 
news is their plan to 
go tubeless in some 
big-screen models. 
After evaluating 
LCD and plasma-dis- 


play technology for a flat-panel config- 
uration, the company has selected plas- 
ma, which will be featured in at least 
one 40-inch model that’s slated to go 
on sale late in 1996. Mits claims that 
they’ve overcome the brightness and 
contrast problems of plasma technolo- 
gy and are now tackling heat-dissipa- 
tion. Jack Osborn, the company’s presi- 
dent, predicts that the set “will exceed 
current [NTSC-level] performance and 
offer no distortion from [any] viewing 
angle.” Though Mits is a year away 
from fixing a price for this set, Osborn 
did say that it shouldn’t cost much 
more than the company’s priciest rear- 
projection models—that puts it in the 
ballpark of $5,000—within a few years 
of its launch. 
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TV MAKERS ARE USUALLY VERY SECRE- 
tive about previewing new designs or 
models, so we were surprised when 
Thomson showed prototypes of a va- 
riety of next-generation TV sets at a 
recent press conference. In addition 
to sets incorporating a DSS receiver, 
a D-VHS VCR, or a single-disc DVD 
player, Thomson also unveiled a set 
that incorporates a 65-disc DVD 
changer (right); the discs are visible 
behind the vertical panel centered 
beneath the set's tube. 


The big-screen direct-view lineup 
from Panasonic is split into three 
groups: the premium SuperFlat XF, Su- 
perFlat, and the mainstream Pana- 
Black. Sets in the first two groups all 
use “flat” screens. All of the company’s 
sets use dark-tint tubes, which Pana- 
sonic began using in 1991. SuperFlat 
sets also employ an Invar Shadow 
Mask. In addition, select sets are said 
to benefit from special phosphors, for 
improved reds and greens. 

All of the company’s big-screen di- 
rect-views feature notch filters and at 
least a glass-type comb filter. Digital 
comb filtering is featured in the top Su- 
perFlat models, including the 31-inch 
CT-31XF40 ($1,699). This model, 
along with other SuperFlat sets that 
feature dual-tuner PIP, incorporate 
Panasonic’s AI Picture functions. This 
artificial intelligence circuitry monitors 
the image, making contrast adjustments 
automatically—reportedly, without af- 
fecting the rest of the picture. 

High-end SuperFlat models, along 
with 35-inch PanaBlacks, feature a 
three-position color-temperature 
switch; one position dials in a 7,200- 
degree picture. According to Jerry Sur- 
prise, national product manager for 
Matsushita (Panasonic’s parent), the 
company hasn’t gone all the way down 
to 6,500 degrees because “We don’t 
think it looks that good. White looks 
too pink at 6,500.” 

While Panasonic isn’t currently sell- 
ing widescreen direct-view sets here, 
Robert DeYoung, Matsushita’s assis- 


Sharp Model 34W1000 
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tant general manager of marketing, says 
they’re coming: “Our next goal is 16:9. 
There’s a consumer benefit—it’s more 
comfortable for viewing, and you see 
more of the picture as the director in- 
tended it—so we'll develop it.” 

“Galileo” is another forward-looking 
product. Previewed this spring, Galileo 
combines a relatively large TV moni- 
tor, which is capable of displaying a 
wide range of video and computer 
graphics, and a CD-ROM player; it’s 
operated by a mouse-like wireless key- 
pad. Panasonic executives say that a 
DVD player could replace the CD- 
ROM player in future Galileos. 


A chassis with a tightly regulated 
power supply is the premier perfor- 
mance feature in Proton’s direct-view 
models. For Proton, it’s the foundation 
upon which contrast-related features— 
aimed at delivering truly accurate and 
lifelike images—can be built. Chief 
among these concerns is the goal of 
producing pure black; Proton’s engi- 
neers say a TV can’t reproduce images 
that have real depth and dimension 
without it. 





To maintain pure black, Proton says 
that their sets use advanced DC-restora- 
tion circuitry. This circuitry works with 
their sets’ power supply, and Proton 
claims that the package is 95 percent 
effective in resetting the red, blue, and 
green phosphors to zero, thereby 
achieving pure black. Proton sets also 
compensate for shifts in black-level as 
an image’s brightness decreases. As a 
result, the full contrast range can be 
maintained. 

Proton says they take this purist ap- 
proach to picture performance because 
their customers are not the general buy- 
ing public. As evidence, the company 
notes that 65 percent of Proton owners 
also own laserdisc players. 

The company had been using data- 
grade tubes in all of their sets, but these 
tubes are no longer available, so Proton 
is making the transition to new tubes 
that incorporate the Invar Shadow 
Mask. Sets with these new tubes are 
due in stores soon. Filtering is accom- 
plished with both comb and notch fil- 
ters. Proton’s new 35-inch models, in- 
cluding the NT-3740 ($3,000; see 
“VideoTests,” page 37), use a digital 
comb filter, which will be making an 
eventual migration into the company’s 
other sets as well. 

Proton has a unique approach to pro- 
viding customers with images that 
meet the 6,500-degree color-tempera- 
ture standard: Customers can order it as 
an option from a Proton dealer. Pro- 
ton’s engineers can make the necessary 
adjustments themselves, or they can be 
made by a technician from the Imaging 
Science Foundation (ISF). [See “Home 
Theater,” April 1995, for more on the 
ISF] 

This different-drummer stance may 
also explain the fact that Proton is the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 79 





FOR THE DISCRIMINATING MOVIE FAN. 


Four Weddings And A 
Funeral 


The Pelican Brief 
Top Gun 
Blown Away 


Ace Ventura: 
Pet Detective 


The African Queen 
(Remastered) 


Beetlejuice 
Pink Floyd: The Wall 


*1302900 
"1251305 

0426908 
“4291301 


“1242908 


1335801 
0633008 
“1293802 


CLUB FAVORITES 


The Client *1300409 
Philadelphia *1251404 


Bladerunner: The 
Director's Cut 


Terminator 2: 
Judgment Day 


Cliffhanger 

Demolition Man 

Unforgiven (1992) 

Maverick 

The Fugitive 

Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind 
(Special Edition) 

Natural Born Killers 

Wolf 


Total Recall 


*1097906 


*0233205 
*1149301 
*1199306 
*1084003 
*1297209 
*1197706 


*1273002 
*1327709 
*1314905 
*1286103 


0360909 
0000208 
*1042506 
0600304 


Aliens 

Alien 

Alien 3 

The Exorcist 


Monty Python And The 
Holy Grail 


The Paper 

Rambo: First Blood 
The Sound Of Music 
Unforgiven (1992) 
Hard Target 


Dragon: The 
Bruce Lee Story 


The Wizard Of Oz 
The Firm 

Ghost 

Carlito’s Way 

A Few Good Men 
The Abyss 


*0192005 
*1285501 
*0650309 
*0003905 
“1084003 
“1179605 


“1150705 

0001404 
“1154400 
“0826008 
“1229301 
“1106301 
*0881102 


to build a collection 
of your favorite movies — on laserdisc! 
Just write in the numbers of the 3 
laserdiscs you want for $1.00 each, plus 
shipping and handling. In exchange, you 
simply agree to buy four more laserdiscs 
in the next two years, at regular Club 
prices (currently as low as $29.95, plus 
shipping/handling) — and you may cancel 
membership at any time after doing so. 
What's more, you can get still one more 
movie for the low price of $19.95 and 
have less to buy later (see complete 

§ details in coupon). 


sent every four weeks 
(up to 13 times a year) reviewing our 
Director's Selection — plus scores of 
alternate choices, including many lower- 
priced laserdiscs. And you may also 
receive Special Selection mailings up to 
four times a year. (That’s up to 17 buying 
opportunities a year.) 


If you want 
the Director’s Selection, do nothing — it 
will be sent automatically. If you prefer an 
alternate selection, or none at all, just 
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PLUS 1 MORE AT GREAT SAVINGS! 


STALLONE 


al 


CLEAR AND PRESENT 
DANGER 
1326305" 


TRUE LIES 
1327105* 


*0364901 
*0104307 

0805309 
“1142009 


Predator 

Predator 2 

The Silence Of The Lambs 
Indecent Proposal 


Robin Hood: 
Prince Of Thieves 


Batman (1989) 
Batman Returns 
Goodfellas 

Back To The Future 


Back To The Future 
Part Il 


Back To The Future 
Part Ill 


Scent Of A Woman 
My Cousin Vinny 
Conan The Barbarian 


Home Alone 2: 
Lost In New York 


Patriot Games 
Backdraft 


The Last Of The 
Mohicans (1992) 


*0976803 
*0642504 
*1029909 
“0969808 
*0211409 


*0921304 


*0497008 
*1121300 

1033109 
*0220509 


*1104900 
*1051309 
*0559005 


*1071406 


mail the response card always provided 
by the date specified. And you'll always 
have 14 days to decide; if not, you may 
return the selection at our expense. 


If you 
continue your membership after fulfilling 
your obligation, you'll be eligible for our 
generous bonus plan. It enables you to 
enjoy great savings on the movies you 
want — for as long as you decide to 
remain a member! 


. We'll send details 
of the Club’s operation with your 
introductory package. If not satisfied, return 
everything within 10 days at our expense 
for a full refund and no further obligation. 


For fastest service, use your credit card 
and call us toll-free 24 hours a day: 


vy, Entertaining 
America... 
° One Person 
ata Time. ® 
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THE SPECIALIST 
1341700* 


1297407* 


* Letterbox 


“1300201 
“1154905 


Beverly Hills Cop 3 
Sleepless In Seattle 


Citizen Kane (Remastered/ 
50th Anniversary) 


Age Of Innocence 
Jaws 

Under Siege 

The Prince Of Tides 
Guarding Tess 

48 Hours (Remastered) 
Rising Sun 

The Last Action Hero 
The Flintstones 
Chinatown 

Grumpy Old Men 
2001: A Space Odyssey 


The Naked Gun 33 1/3 -— 
The Final Insult 


EA. 


0911107 
*1207307 
“0844605 
“1077908 
“0847103 
*1299700 
“1315308 
“1174804 
“1154806 
“1297308 
“0202507 
*1251503 
*0844308 


SEE DETAILS BELOW. 
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STARGATE 
1334903" 


“1286707 


Big *1336601 
The Shadow *1297001 
A Clockwork Orange *1356005 
Ladyhawke *1356302 
The Mosquito Coast *1356401 
Richie-Rich *1353705 


Priscilla Queen of the Desert 
Academy Award® Nomination: 
Best Costume Design *1345206 


The Pagemaster *1338409 


32 Short Films About 
Glenn Gould 


The River Wild 
Timecop 
It Could Happen To You 


JURASSIC PARK 
1264001* 


E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial 
In The Line Of Fire 

The Bodyguard 

Basic Instinct 

On Deadly Ground 


Star Trek: 
The Motion Picture 


Star Trek Il: 
The Wrath Of Khan 


Star Trek III: 
The Search For Spock 


Star Trek IV: 
The Voyage Home 


Star Trek VI: The 
Undiscovered Country 


Hook 


Mad Max —The Road 
Warrior 


Highlander 

The Hunt For Red October 
Die Hard 

Die Hard 2: Die Harder 
Bram Stoker's Dracula 


*0681106 
“1190107 
“1105907 
*1033208 


“1251 
eee 1337005 


*1336304 
*1332204 
*1332006 


*0203505 
*0201301 


*0201608 
In the Name Of The 


Father 

The Running Man 
Witness (Remastered) 
Silverado 


*1247709 
“1316108 
"1315407 
“0181008 
“1330109 


*0430603 


*1001007 
*0854307 
Time Bandits (Remastered) 


Bridge On The River 
Kwai (Restored) 


The Piano 
Outland 


City Slickers Il: The Legend 
Of Curly's Gold 


*1261106 

0382309 
“0825000 
*0367607 
*0041806 
*1102904 


“1143809 
*1237809 
“1328103 


“1296805 


Dept. MGM, P.O. Box 1112, Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1112 
Yes, please enroll me under the terms outlined in this advertisement. As a member, | need buy 
only 4 more selections, at regular Club prices, in the next 2 years. 


Send me these 3 laserdiscs for $1.00 each-plus $1.50 each shipping and handling (total $7.50). 


pe ee 


BUY YOUR FIRST SELECTION NOW—AND HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! 


Also, send me my first selection for $19.95, plus $1.50 shipping/handling, BE gears 


hich I'm adding to my $7.50 payment (total $28.95). | then need buy only 3 
ore (instead of 4) in the next 2 years. 
A35/A37 
A36/A38 


Please Check How Paying: My check is enclosed 
0 Discover 


























Charge my introductory laserdiscs and future Club purchases to: 
MasterCard Diners Club AMEX VISA 


Acct. No. 
Signature 


















































Exp. Date 








Name 

Address Apt. 
City 
Zip Phone No. ( ) 

Do any of the following apply to you? (41) 

Clown a Personal Computer (1) [1 own a PC with a CDROM (2) | plan to buy a PC with a CDROM (3) 


Note: This offer applies to firsttime Laserdisc Club members only. Limit one per household. Columbia House reserves the 
tight to request acetional information, reject any cpplegion or cancel any membership. Offer limited to the continental U.S. 
(excluding Alaska). Applicable sales tax added to all orders. ©1995, The Columbia House Company —_06-06/95 
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THX pursues 
laserdisc 
excellence 


MT 
il 


PPEARANCES, AS EVERYONE 
Bee: can be deceiving. You 

can tell a sports coupe by its 
sexy lines, womb-like interior, and price 
tag, but it isn’t a good sports coupe un- 
less it accelerates like a rocket and han- 
dles like a dream. Likewise, a business 
suit may look sharp, but you’ll only get 
a measure of its quality after you feel its 
material (and get it back after its first 
dry-cleaning). The same goes for laser- 
discs. Simply transferring a movie to a 
12-inch polycarbonate sandwich doesn’t 
automatically guarantee that it'll live up 
to the format’s potential. Plenty of 
things can affect a disc’s bottom-line 
quality, including the quality of the 
source and the various technical aspects 
of the actual transfer. In an attempt to 
provide home-theater owners with top- 
quality programming, THX, the guide- 
line-forming arm of Lucasfilm Ltd., has 
been certifying laserdiscs for the past 2 
years. Though THX took a lot of heat 
recently for a high-profile blunder with 


the widescreen version of Stargate [see 
“Slipped Disc,” page 27], their track 
record has been encouraging and video- 
philes as well as movie enthusiasts cer- 
tainly commend THX for their efforts. 

THX certifies only those discs that ex- 
hibit the qualities Lucasfilm deems es- 
sential to create the ideal home-theater 
experience. All aspects of the film trans- 
fer are monitored by THX personnel, 
and the filmmakers themselves are ac- 
tively involved in the process. First, a 
director is encouraged to bring the best 
source material to the party. Then the 
transfer is made. Next, the director is 
asked to evaluate its accuracy in terms 
of color, contrast, and detail; this task is 
aided by a calibrated professional-quali- 
ty monitor and a spectrophotometer (an 
instrument that precisely measures color 
output), both of which are provided by 
THX personnel. 

The soundtrack is then meticulously 
matched to the film image from the 
original film masters. All soundtrack as- 








pects are optimized: level, the balance 
among the dialogue, score, and sound 
effects, and the distribution of elements 
among the surround-sound channels. 

In the last step, THX personnel insert 
the company’s patented Vertical Interval 
Test Signal (VITS) into unutilized 
spaces between a disc’s fields. (All 
NTSC video formats have these spaces; 
usually, they remain unused.) The VITS 
is a digital calibrated reference signal 
that enables THX personnel to make a 
direct, verifiable comparison between 
the master and any copy; comparisons 
can be made at any or all stages of the 
manufacturing process. 

The reference signal doesn’t need to 
be decoded in any way by your LD 
player (in fact, it can only be accessed 
by specialized equipment); it exists only 
as a means of establishing the accuracy 
of the manufacturing process. As Dave 
Schnuelle, principal engineer of THX’s 
disc program, explains it: “We’re the 
only ones who put a test signal into the 


BY WES PHILLIPS 








master and then say to the manufactur- 
ing facility, ‘You have to reproduce this 
perfectly. This is what we expect the fi- 
nal product to look like.’” 

Schnuelle adds that disc-manufactur- 
ing plants are capable of producing 
high-quality discs across the board; not 
all laserphiles seem to feel this way, fa- 
voring some plants over others. All par- 
ties seem to agree, however, that cur- 
rent LD players don’t get in the way of 
the stunning images and sound cap- 
tured on a high-quality disc. 

“The performance characteristics of a 
good LD player are virtually identical 
to those of a 1-inch Type C broadcast 
video recorder,” Schnuelle points out, 
“which we used until 1987 to master 
movies. For a consumer product cost- 
ing under $1,000 to deliver the quality 
that only $80,000 professional gear 
could offer 8 years ago . . . that’s fairly 
amazing.” 

Since the inception of the program in 
1993, THX has certified 34 video 
transfers, with over one-third of them 
being pricey collector’s editions of film 
classics and blockbuster spectaculars. 
Recent releases have focused on main- 
stream titles and have been given rea- 
sonable price tags—the THX Speed 
costs less than $30, their True Lies and 
Timecop less than $40. By the end of 
this year, more than 75 titles should be 
available. 

I recently spent some quality time 
comparing THX discs with earlier edi- 
tions of the same films, as well as criti- 
cally evaluating recent films mastered 
to THX’s standards, and I’m convinced 
that THX knows what they’re doing. 
While some THX discs were only mar- 
ginally superior to otherwise identical 
non-THX versions, there was no cir- 
cumstance in which I preferred a non- 
THX disc to a THX disc. And for the 
most part, the differences I discerned 
weren’t subtle—fascinating, amusing, 
and instructive, yes, but never subtle. 

One of the first comparisons I made 
was between the THX director’s cut of 
Terminator 2: Judgment Day and 
LIVE’s existing widescreen version. 
From the opening frame, the THX disc 
was visually superior: It offered clearer 
images with richer colors. Dialogue 
was easier to understand, even during 
the many sequences that were accom- 
panied by loud sound effects. The score 
had more impact and was more suc- 
cessfully integrated into the film, par- 
ticularly during the famous “Canal 
Chase” sequence. Visual contrasts 


SLIPPED DISC 
LASERPHILES, AND MANY MEMBERS OF THE AUDIO/VIDEO COMMUNITY AT LARGE, 
were stunned recently when THX announced a recall of its entire initial run of 
Pioneer LDC’s widescreen Stargate. The reason: The left Dolby Surround audio 
channel in the entire batch was marred by a phase inversion, causing soundtrack 
elements to jump haphazardly among a home-theater system’s speakers when the 
Dolby Pro Logic or THX mode was selected. 

In an official statement, THX’s Paul Matwiy explained, “The left-channel phase 
inversion on the THX release of Stargate (widescreen version only) was discov- 
ered during the distribution of the disc. After investigating the procedures in- 
volved during the complex matrix and AC-3 audio transfers, it was determined 
that both Pioneer and THX were mutually responsible for the error. . . . The im- 
portant thing is to learn from and act decisively on [such] mistakes.” Matwiy as- 
sured purchasers that defective discs would be replaced by retailers and that all 
future THX discs would benefit from 
even more stringent quality control. 

“It was just human error,” Pioneer 
LDC’s Laurie Anderson elaborates. 
“We instructed retailers to replace [the 
defective discs] immediately. The regu- 
lar and Dolby AC-3 soundtracks were 
fine; only the Dolby Surround track was 
_affected.” When asked if the incident 
had diminished Pioneer’s enthusiasm 
for THX certification, Anderson re- 
‘sponded, “Absolutely not.” 

_ Welcome as stricter quality-control 
ures will be, the whole purpose of 
HX certification is to prevent this 
ind of error. Dave Schnuelle, principal 
ngineer for THX’s LD program, 

hat point, but nothing can be absolute- 






























STARGATE 


Phase problems prompted ¢ 


agrees: “I don’t think anyone woul argu 
ly perfect, and this is just one tha 

But an entire batch? “It’s com icated, pretty damn complicated, actually,” 
Schnuelle says. “In over 20 ye sferring feature films, I’ve never seen 
anything like it. . . . It wasn’t a simple phase reversal—that’s happened before. 
This was far more complex. With phase reversal, all of the dialogue comes 
from the side channels and none from the front. This time, the dialogue came 
from all of the channels. 

“Stargate was one of the first AC-3 projects, and we didn’t know all of the fail- 
ure modes—normally, you establish quality-control procedures based on what 
you know can go wrong. This was totally new, and until we had some experience 
with real discs, it was difficult to determine everything to check for.” 

The Stargate recall isn’t the first mixup THX has experienced, however. Laser- 
philes report that the THX-certified Beverly Hills Cop III shipped with the same 
program on both sides. “The two sides are manufactured at different times and 
are glued together later, so that can happen,” Schnuelle acknowledges. “If it has, 
it was only in a few instances. We scan the Internet [to monitor consumer com- 
plaints] and stay in close contact with the studios. Anyone with a defective disc 
can just exchange it. That’s never a problem.” 

Other laserphiles have complained that THX’s Oklahoma! isn’t as sharp as the 
pan-and-scan release, though direct comparisons are meaningless since the two 
versions are taken from different negatives. “I don’t believe there’s any compari- 

on,” Schnuelle scoffs. “Our transfer looks much sharper, and the colors are 
much more vibrant. Some transfers are super-enhanced to artificially sharpen the 
edges, and there’s a certain subset of viewers who think that white edges around 
things make the picture look sharper. However, that introduces a lot more noise 
and there’s less true detail. 

“We get letters and phone calls about the most arcane things. We got a com- 
plaint about motion artifacts in a transfer once, and everything cited was deliber- 
ately added to the film by Industrial Light & Magic’s patented Go-Motion 
process, which blurs fast-moving objects so that they don’t strobe across the 
screen. We deal in a world where there are a lot of tradeoffs—we won’t always 
please everybody.” —WP 
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were more clearly delineated: The dark 
emotional subtext of the film was ap- 
propriately mirrored in the darkness of 
the sets (most of the last side takes 
place at night or in a dimly lit steel 
mill), With the non-THX disc, back- 
ground details tended to get lost in the 
overall darkness; with the THX ver- 
sion, details were clearly visible. 

In addition, THX’s 72 features 15 
minutes of footage cut from the theatri- 
cal release. Though some critics feel 
otherwise, I thought that these scenes 
added necessary texture and crucial 
motivation missing from the original. 
Simply put, THX’s 72 is better than the 
already excellent LIVE 72. “We need 
to do something new and improved to 
justify the process when a quality video 
already exists,” THX’s Schnuelle says. 

I’m dying to ask Schnuelle about the 
Star Wars Trilogy. These are the films 
that established the financial and artis- 
tic independence of George Lucas, the 
founder and guiding spirit of Lucasfilm 
Ltd; surely the existing widescreen col- 
lector’s editions were carefully trans- 
ferred to begin with. Weren’t they? 

“The Star Wars films had never been 
done properly,” Schnuelle says. 
“George simply never had time to 
bother with it. At the time, even within 
Lucasfilm, there was no one with a 
proper grasp of how good laserdiscs 
could be.” 

A direct comparison again revealed 
that THX has the magic touch. Not that 
the older transfers were bad, but the 
THX editions were clearly superior— 
both audibly and visually. THX’s The 
Empire Strikes Back, which, like T2, 
features a noir-ish palette, was far rich- 
er and more detailed than the earlier 
version, which seemed flat and bland in 
comparison. All three THX versions 
had deeper, more consistent colors. The 
soundtrack—effects, dialogue, and 
score—benefitted, too. 

THX versions of older films fare just 
as well. Oklahoma! looked hugely im- 
proved. Perhaps the comparison isn’t 
entirely fair, since two entirely differ- 
ent 65MM versions of the movie were 
shot; THX used the Todd-AO version, 
and the previous disc used the Cinema- 
Scope version. In any case, the THX 
version must be considered definitive: 
The Todd-AO scenes were shot first, 
and they’re frequently more energetic 
and better lit. They also just plain work 
better, artistically. 

And the Oklahoma! soundtrack is 
key—this show changed musical the- 
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ater forever, and the music reflects and 
elaborates upon the emotional subtext 
of the play. Improvements in clarity, 
detail, and the size and depth of the 
sonic image all have a profound dra- 
matic impact. Here, the superiority of 
the THX disc can’t be questioned: It 
just isn’t close. Apparently, it’s some- 
thing of a miracle. “You don’t know 
what we started with,” Dave Schnuelle 
laughs. “It takes something special to 
get good results with some of the old 
ones.” 

Beverly Hills Cop, on the other hand, 
didn’t serve up any dramatic improve- 
ments. Since the original LD is univer- 
sally regarded as a dog, I thought that 
contrasting it with the THX version 
might prove instructive. Though the 
THX version is better, the disc still 
didn’t look that great. But doesn’t THX 


certification mean that it will look 
great? 

“The THX logo means that there 
won’t be a better version around,” 
Schnuelle clarifies. Are there situa- 
tions, then, where THX will refuse to 
approve a film? 

“Certainly,” Schnuelle responds. 
“We’ve done that. We’ve started on pro- 
jects, looked at them, and said, “Here’s 
your deposit back.’” 

THX isn’t resting on its laurels, of 
course. Even before the Stargate snafu 
surfaced and caused THX to take a 
long look at its quality-control process, 
the company was hard at work perfect- 
ing two new technologies—Dolby Sur- 
round AC-3, the digital 5.1-channel up- 
grade for Dolby Surround, and a set of 
digital-video manipulations. THX’s 
newest releases, True Lies and Clear 
and Present Danger, benefit from both. 

Though I didn’t have access to an 
AC-3 home-theater system, I can say 
that the new video techniques seem to 
take laserdisc image quality to new 
heights (direct comparisons weren’t 
possible, since the THX versions of 
these films are presently the only ver- 
sions). In simple terms, THX scans the 
film at a high resolution and then con- 
verts it down to produce a high-quality 
NTSC image. Dave Schnuelle says that 
THX’s method parallels those used to 
improve digital audio—oversampling, 
bitmapping, and interpolation—over 
the last 10 years. 

“We recently played a D-1 master of 
Clear and Present Danger for Philip 
Noyce [the film’s director],” Schnuelle 
says, “switching back and forth with 
our disc. Even he lost track of which 
was which.” 

Criterion, the laserphile’s longtime 
champion, also sees some merit in 
THX’s approach, having recently re- 
leased a THX-certified Silence of the 
Lambs, (It’s head-and-shoulders above 
the previous pan-and-scan version.) Pe- 
ter Becker, Criterion’s director, said the 
company always keeps an open mind 
about new technology and methods. He 
did note, however, “There were places 
in Silence that had more noise than we 
would have liked, though it fell within 
the [THX] spec.” 

In any case, THX’s certification pro- 
gram is clearly on the right track. It’s 
the closest thing that laserphiles have 
to an outright guarantee of quality. If 
you haven’t at least sampled the com- 
pany’s way with the LDs, you can’t re- 
ally call yourself a videophile. a 








Sacrifice Nothing. 


B&W’s Matrix HTM Home Theater Speaker 


resolves the movies versus music debate 































once and for all. COREY GREENBERG, Home Theater Technology 


can the 


WHAT STARTED OUT AS A RAGING DEBATE HAS ENDED WITH RAVE REVIEWS. 


J 


HERE B&W PRESENTS THE CONSIDERED OPINIONS OF TWO RESPECTED CRITICS, 
Corey GREENBERG of Home Theater Technology [Nov 1994 issue] 


AND Tom NOUSAINE of Sound & Image [Fall 1994 issue]. 


GREENBERG: “The main reason the HTMs even do a great job as mains in a music- 
are so superior to any movie speakers I’ve only system. I’d be proud to own one.” 
heard is solely because these are music 

speakers first and foremost.” GREENBERG: “This is the best sound I’ve 


ever had in my home theater, bar none. 


Nousatne: “This speaker is accurate. Whether I played movie LDs or music reduce 
requce 
Dialogue and vocals are always intelli- CDs, the sound of the B&W Matrix HTM 
gible and natural. Music sounds sweet was honest, accurate, and the very 
and clean.” definition of the term ‘high fidelity.’ It’s SE ence eae, peel BR ey = 
8 y waves to minimize 


a speaker system you'll want to live with 
GREENBERG: “The sound of the B&W for a long, long time.” 


Matrix HTMs is so much better than any 


of the movie speakers I’ve heard, even What else can we say? 
systems costing many times the price of For the name of a B&W dealer near 
the HTMs, that it’s a joke.” you, call 1-800-370-3740, And hear why 
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' NousaIne: “The Matrix HTM is a 


tremendous performer. It makes a terrific 


music speakers is the 


critics’ choice in movie 





center speaker and a pair of them would speakers. Or W 









B&W Loudspeakers of America, 54 Concord Street, North Reading, MA 01864 tel 1-800-370-3740 fax (508)664-4109 Listen and You'll See 
CIRCLE NO. 49 ON READER SERVICE CARD 








Divid 











Cong 


Separate audio components 





take home theater to the next level 
BY ALEXANDER N. RETSOFF 


CONVENIENCE IS A SEDUCTIVE MISTRESS, 
as the Pilgrims used to say. (Or was it 
executives from Ronco and Popeil’s?) 
We Americans tend to worship at the 
altar of convenience: We invented fast- 
food restaurants, TV dinners, and 7-11. 
Remote controls were made for us. 
Anything that simplifies life is good. 
Our penchant for convenience is one of 
the main reasons why A/V and stereo 
receivers outsell “separate” audio com- 
ponents (preamplifiers, amplifiers, and 
surround-sound processors) by a huge 
margin. That’s not true in most other 
countries. 

When we’re not worshipping conve- 
nience, we go for value: We clip cou- 
pons. We proudly tell our neighbors 
about the rebates we’ve been awarded. 
We want the biggest bang for the buck. 
The feverish pursuit of value also leads 
many of us to choose receivers over 
separate components. One power sup- 
ply, one chassis, fewer printed-circuit 
boards—it all adds up to considerable 
cost savings. 

So why would anyone choose to shell 
out more dough for an ensemble of 
separate components that are arguably 
less convenient to use than a compara- 
bly equipped receiver? That question 
has been debated ever since receivers 
first intruded on separates territory. 
(Yes, separates came first.) Some peo- 
ple just like the looks of a stack of sep- 
arate components—they’re more im- 
pressive than a simple receiver, and 
who but the Joneses themselves doesn’t 
like to one-up the Joneses? 
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Ask audiophiles, those fanatic fans of 
absolutely accurate music reproduc- 
tion, why they gravitate towards sepa- 
rates—and they do, almost exclusive- 
ly—and they’ll tell you that it’s not 
because of cosmetics, but because 
“separates sound better.” While that’s 
generally true, it really depends on 
what products are involved—I’ve test- 
ed some excellent separates, some 
pretty wimpy separates, and some 
damn-good receivers in my day. 

It’s definitely true that separates have 
a number of things going for them on 
the technical front. Since each has its 
own individual power supply and chas- 
sis, it’s less likely that disparate cir- 
cuits will negatively affect one another 
(in terms of electrical noise or heat 
buildup, for example). That in itself 
can help clean up a system’s overall 
sound. 

Furthermore, since separates cater to 
the high end of the market and re- 
ceivers usually slug it out in the “watts- 
per-buck” trenches, you’re likely to 
find better circuit design and better 
parts in separate components than in 
receivers. This isn’t necessarily the 
case with the priciest receivers from 
big-name manufacturers, however. 

Another advantage of taking the sep- 
arates route is that it’s relatively easy to 
improve a separates-based system as 
new innovations (and your budget) al- 
low. Separates-based systems have a 
way of growing with you. When it 
comes to a receiver, it’s all or nothing: 
When you want to make a change, you 


trash the whole thing (or, more likely, 
move it to another room or pass it along 
to a faithful and deserving soul) and 
start over. 

Finally, and possibly most important- 
ly, the separates approach enables you 
to tailor a system that precisely meets 
your needs. You can choose specific 
components on the basis of what they 
do for you, rather than settling for what 
a receiver designer decided you needed. 
Simply put, separates-based systems 
are more “flexible” than receivers. 

But flexibility comes at a price, and 
it’s not denominated simply in dollars. 
Rather than making just one decision— 
what receiver to buy—you must now 
choose each component individually 
and be sure that they all get along. Get- 
ting along in the electrical sense is not 
much of a problem; input and output 
levels and impedances are pretty well 
standardized among all types of com- 
ponents—by convention if not by inter- 
national agreement. But that doesn’t 
mean you can jerry-rig equipment and 
expect to end up with a sensible home- 
theater system that a mere mortal can 
operate. 

Consider this example: You’ve fallen 
for the clean lines and heavy steel of a 
top-flight audio-only preamplifier and 
want to build a home-theater system 
around it. Good luck! And you’ll need 
it, because “straight” audio preamps 
aren’t that easy to work with in a 
home-theater context. Sure, you could 
buy a Dolby Pro Logic surround-sound 
processor and connect it between the 
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preamp and one or more separate pow- 
er amplifiers, but, presuming that the 
Dolby processor has controls for select- 
ing video sources (admittedly, that pre- 
sumption could be unfounded), the pre- 
amp won’t be used for A/V programs— 
so why would you need it in your 
home theater? This explains why even 
some of the purest purist audiophile 
manufacturers have begun to build A/v 
preamplifiers. 
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THE A/V CONTROLLER 
And then the convenience factor 
again rears its head. The goal with any 
approach (separates or receiver) is to 
have a system that’s functional. By 
“functional,” I mean having the system 
do what you want it to do without your 
having to resort to anything more than 
a reasonably intuitive and consistent 
set of commands. There are two ways 
to look at this: On one hand, receivers 
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From top: NAD Model 910 surround-sound processor, Marantz MA-500 THX 
monoblock power amplifier, B&K AVP2000 A/v preamplifier 
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pack all of the controls for the system’s 
preamp and surround functions in one 
chassis and on one remote control. It’s 
all there; the only trick is that you have 
to be able to find it all, when you need 
to find it. If a designer had to cram but- 
tons onto a receiver’s front panel or 
keys onto its remote control, you may 
have a tough time. On the other hand, 
separate A/V preamps and surround- 
sound processors have a relatively spa- 
cious layout, and so will their remote 
controls. Finding controls should be 
easy, though there’s two components— 
and, probably, two remotes—with 
which to interact. Which route is bet- 
ter? Only you can decide for yourself. 

A hybrid approach just may offer the 
best of both worlds. An A/V preamplifi- 
er/surround-sound processor,” or “A/V 
preamp/processor,” houses the follow- 
ing: source switching (audio/video and 
audio-only), Pro Logic (and, perhaps, 
THX) processing, ambience simulation 
(for music listening, if you’ll be doing 
any), and typical audio-preamp func- 
tions such as tone control and loudness 
contouring. Think of it as an A/V re- 
ceiver minus the amplifiers and radio 
tuner. You’d plug the audio outputs of 
your video sources into it just as if it 
were an A/V receiver. In turn, audio sig- 
nals would run from the preamp/pro- 
cessor to one multichannel or multiple 
stereo power amplifiers and then on to 
your home theater’s speakers. One very 
nice bonus is that most preamp/proces- 
sors come with a comprehensive re- 
mote control, enabling you to control 
the entire A/V system with one hand- 
held device. Some manufacturers even 
build tuners into their preamp/proces- 
sors (making them “preamp/processor/ 
tuners”)—essentially, they’re A/V re- 
ceivers minus the amplification. Manu- 
facturers such as Adcom, B&K, Carver, 
Denon, Fosgate—Audionics, Harman 
Kardon, Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, 
Parasound [see “VideoTest,” page 40], 
Proceed, Sony, and Soundstream, 
among others, make highly regarded 
preamp/processors and related compo- 
nents. 

Some audio/videophiles insist on us- 
ing a separate A/V preamplifier and a 
separate surround-sound processor in 
place of an integrated preamp/proces- 
sor, for many of the reasons I’ve al- 
ready mentioned. In many cases, these 
components are exotic, high-perfor- 
mance devices with beautiful work- 
manship, and concepts such as art and 
pride of ownership come into play 








when they’re a part of the puzzle—con- 
cepts that really don’t have a place in 
nuts-and-bolts discussions of home- 
theater design. If you’re fortunate 
enough to be free of budgetary con- 
straints, or are inspired to save up for 
the very best that money can buy, know 
that Audio Design Associates, Audio 
Research, Counterpoint, Fosgate—Au- 
dionics, Kinergetics, Lexicon, McIn- 
tosh, Meridian, Museatex, and Proceed, 
among others, specialize in this area. 

Choosing a specific preamp/proces- 
sor, or preamp and processor, comes 
down to simultaneously satisfying two 
criteria: functionality and sound quali- 
ty. Sacrifice either one and you'll be 
sorry. Evaluate functionality first—not 
because it’s more important than sound 
quality, but because you can do it sim- 
ply by looking over new-product 
writeups, ads, and/or company bro- 
chures. Once you’ve eliminated con- 
tenders that don’t meet your basic 
needs, you can audition the survivors 
for sound quality, cosmetics, and “feel” 
and then make a final selection. 


VIDEO CONNECTIONS 


In terms of functionality, first be sure 
that there are enough audio/video in- 
puts. Count up the source components 
you intend to use and pad the count to 
provide for the future. To accommodate 
A/V sources, you’ll probably want con- 
nections for at least one (and probably 
two) VCRs, a laserdisc player, and at 
least one extra component (you know 
you’ve been thinking about buying a 
DBS dish/receiver combo). You might 
want yet another A/V input for one of 
the digital videodisc players that are 
likely to hit next year. 

You'll need audio/video outputs to 
record on at least one of the VCRs— 
preferably two sets to record on either 
or both at your discretion. You’ll also 
need a video output to drive your TV— 
or two of them if you want to feed a 
second set in another room. Note that, 
though you can feed audio signals to 
two components from a single output 
by using a Y connector, you can’t do 
the same for video; each TV or subse- 
quent video component must be fed in- 
dividually from a separate output jack. 

Video interconnects come in two va- 
rieties, of course: the so-called com- 
posite-video type that uses RCA con- 
nectors, and the S-Video type that 
employs a multipin connector and spe- 
cial multiple-conductor cable to carry 
the chroma (color) information sepa- 


rately from the luminance (black-and- 
white) signal. Videophiles shun com- 
posite video whenever possible, since it 
inserts chroma information in the 
spaces between the luminance informa- 
tion. S-Video cables are more expen- 
sive than composite-video coax, but 
they’re far preferable—if your video 
components are outfitted with compati- 
ble connectors, at any rate. Laserdiscs 
and videotapes store chroma and lumi- 
nance information separately (as will 
digital videodiscs), and the TV monitor 
processes them separately, too. The 
less combining and separating that oc- 
curs in the link, the better the picture 
will be. 

Preamp/processors, and truly sepa- 
rate A/V preamps (as well as A/V re- 
ceivers, for that matter), route S-Video 
and composite-video signals along sep- 
arate paths, and this arrangement may 
require some rather bizarre wiring ar- 
rangements: Though better-equipped 
controllers have S-Video and compos- 
ite-video jacks for each video input and 
output, many provide S connectors only 
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From top: Pioneer Elite C-72 A/V preamplifier, Carver AV-806x THX multichannel 
amplifier, Lexicon CP-2 preamplifier/surround-sound processor 


on selected inputs. Since S-Video and 
composite-video signals are switched 
and routed separately, you’re likely to 
find you have to double up on the 
wiring—that is, use both types of cable 
to get the job done properly. 

Say you have a laserdisc player with 
S-Video and composite-video outputs, 
a VCR outfitted with just composite- 
video RCA jacks, and a TV that’s 
equipped with both—unless you con- 
nect the disc player to the processor 
with both types of cables, you won’t be 
able to dub from the laserdisc player 
to the VCR (which, remember, only 
“knows” composite video) and still 
take advantage of viewing the laserdisc 
through the superior S link. In addition, 
unless you also connect the processor 
to the TV with both types of cable, you 
won’t be able watch a videotape (via 
the composite link) without similarly 
limiting the quality of the laserdisc’s 
image. Generally, it’s best to double up 
on the video interconnects wherever 
possible—as long as your TV does a 
good job of isolating the individual in- 
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Counterpoint HC-808 preamplifier/surround-sound processor 


put sources, at least. (To see if your TV 
does, simply compare one hookup 
method with the other.) Note that most 
TVs automatically choose an S-Video 
feed over a composite feed when both 
are presented. 


AUDIO CONNECTIONS 
The controller, or control duo, should 
also have audio outputs for three front 
speakers (left, center, and right), two 
rear “surround” speakers, and a sub- 
woofer (all are musts for any serious 
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home theater). These outputs are con- 
nected to power amplifiers or powered 
speakers via conventional RCA cables; 
speaker wire will run from the amplifi- 
cation component(s) to the speakers 
themselves for all nonpowered speak- 
ers. A pair of “unprocessed” (stereo) 
outputs also is handy for sending music 
to a second room. 

Your need for audio inputs revolves 
around your plans for your home the- 
ater. Since, in all likelihood, you’ll be 
dropping a good chunk of change on it, 


TOP AUDIO VALUES 
Rotel’s RB956AX multichannel amp 
($500) is rated to deliver 30 watts into 
each of six channels and can be 
bridged to defy obsolescence. For a 
true separates approach, try the com- 
pany’s RB970BX amp ($380)—this low- 
profile monster, rated to deliver 60 
watts x 2 into each of two channels, 
kicks out thunderous bass and stun- 
ning resolution. ... Optimus’ Pro LX5 
($300 a pair) is a great bookshelf 
speaker; it doesn’t have much bass, 
but the rest is exceptional. It'd make a 
great main (as long as you've got a 
subwoofer), and it’s a natural for rear- 
channel surround. . . . Vandersteen’s 
VCC-I ($495) is simply the best center- 
channel speaker I've heard. The com- 
pany’s Model 1B (shown; $1,390 a pair) 
is a full-range wunderspeaker that's just 
perfect for the front channels of a 
home theater. —Tom Miiller 
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it’d be nice if you could also use it for 
playing music; you need audio source 
components in order to do this, of 
course. If you’re still with me, I’d look 
for at least three line-level inputs, 
which can accommodate a CD player, a 
tuner (if one isn’t built into the preamp 
or preamp/processor itself), and a cas- 
sette deck. The tape-deck input should 
have a recording output, so you can 
perform tape-to-tape dubbing or off- 
tape monitoring via the preamp/proces- 
sor. Of course, if your laserdisc player 
also spins CDs, you can omit the CD 
input, though a separate CD ‘player is 
preferable because it’s usually much 
easier to use than an LD player and 
sound quality is often superior. If you 
still play LPs, you’ll need a phono pre- 
amp compatible with your cartridge. 


SURROUND SOUND 


Auditioning preamp/processors or 
separate processors is critical, since all 
Dolby Pro Logic processors don’t 
sound alike, and it’s impossible to dis- 
tinguish differences among similarly 
priced models just by perusing spec 
sheets. You really have to listen. 

Some processors react more quickly 
than others to the shifting “sound im- 
ages” in a soundtrack, creating firmer, 
more stable images. These images 
can—depending on the quality of the 
soundtrack, the scope of the environ- 
ment portrayed in a specific scene, and 
the quality of your speakers—extend 
well behind, above, and to the sides of 
your three front speakers and your two 








rear speakers; sounds can even seem to 
emanate from spots beyond your 
room’s walls or ceiling. It’s impossible 
to overstate how thrilling these types of 
sound effects can be—and how they 
transform simple movie-watching into 
an almost participatory experience. 

Poorly designed processors may err 
when routing signals to specific speak- 
ers—sounds that are supposed to em- 
anate from the center speaker might 
“leak” to the front left or right speaker, 
for example. Some processors may not 
pan sounds smoothly from side to side 
or front to back; others may be unac- 
ceptably noisy, diverting your attention 
from the movie or show you’re trying 
to enjoy. A less capable processor may 
also present a “flat” or compressed 
sense of space. 

The best way to proceed is to use a 
movie scene that has a lot of ambience 
and surround effects. Subtle effects are 
most telling, since the bombast of ex- 
aggerated effects such as explosions 
and the like often covers up the very 
differences you’re trying to discern. 
(Explosions can be cool, but they 
quickly grow tiresome; subtleties, on 
the other hand, will consistently send 
chills up and down your spine.) One 
very telling sequence that’s perfect for 
evaluations comes in the last minute or 
so of “The Face of War,” a chapter in 
the laserdisc of Last of the Mohicans 
(1992)—it stretches the sonic image in 
all directions (including a very tough 
sequence in which characters climb to- 
ward the viewer from the bottom of a 
hill), presents the ambience of a wide 
18th-century forest (full of extremely 
vocal insects), offers a solid center-to- 
right-main-speaker pan, and has some 
nice, high-resolution surround effects. 
The level of the soundtrack is also very 
low during this sequence, so a noisy 
processor will have nowhere to hide. 

Straight Dolby Pro Logic isn’t the on- 
ly way to get surround sound, though. 
You should also consider “enhanced” 
Pro Logic systems, especially those 
that “decorrelate” the two surround 
channels so that they don’t deliver a 
solid image (Dolby Stereo movies are 
supposed to have diffuse surround 
“soundfields,” not firmly established 
ones). Many processors employ digital 
signal processing to enhance standard 
Pro Logic; audition these modes as you 
would normal Pro Logic. 

The most well established system of 
Pro Logic enhancement is “THX,” a 
creation of Lucasfilm Ltd., the Holly- 


Conrad-Johnson Design’s Premier 
Eight-A ($8,000) is a 275-watt vacuum- 
tube monoblock amp. Power? Yes. Fi- 
nesse? Definitely! You'll need five of 
them for surround sound. ... Jadis’ J} 
Drive ($12,500), a CD transport, is the 
single most gorgeous audio product in 
the world. You could buy an entire 
THX system for half the price... . but 
who cares?.... From a performance 
standpoint, Kinergetics’ KSP-2 
($4,500) is the Dolby Pro Logic proces- 
sor.... Machined from a solid block 
of aluminum and powered by a sepa- 
rate DC battery pack, the Coherence 
($12,900), from Jeff Rowland Design 
Group, is the freshest solid-state pre- 
amp from one of the world’s most re- 
spected designers.... Imposing, un- 
limited, refined . . . Wilson Audio’s 
X-1/Grand SLAMME (shown; $64,500 a 
pair) is the speaker that turned the 
normally unflappable high-ticket au- 
dio world on its ear. —T™M 


wood colossus spawned by George Lu- 
cas. THX doesn’t actually sell home- 
theater components; it simply es- 
tablishes guidelines for performance 
and certifies components (after receiv- 
ing a licensing fee) that follow them. 
Thus, you’ll run across a component 
like Kenwood’s KC-X1, a THX-ap- 
proved preamp/processor/tuner with 
THX-enhanced surround processing. 

In addition to decorrelating the sur- 
round channels (for the reason noted 
above), THX-approved processors “re- 
equalize” rear-channel signals to ac- 
count for the way that human beings 
hear: If identical sounds were to simul- 
taneously arrive at our ears from the 
front and from the sides of a room, 
we’d perceive them as being different. 
Re-equalization attempts to square 
things. THX processors also equalize 
the front channels to recreate the tonal 
balance of a theater in the home. 
Though THX has also established 
guidelines for power amplifiers and 
speakers, and manufacturers offer 
THX-approved models in these compo- 
nent categories, you don’t have to have 
them to benefit from the surround- 
sound enhancements offered by THX 
processors. The same goes for THX- 
certified laserdiscs [see “Eyes on the 
Prize,” page 26]. 

Whether you need “ambience-simu- 
lation” circuitry is simply a matter of 





personal preference. These surround- 
sound modes are meant to be used 
when playing music (or any type of 
video that isn’t Dolby-encoded) over 
your home theater’s multiple speakers. 
Know that it takes high-quality circuit- 
ry to “simulate” realistic effects, and 
separate processors are more likely to 
provide it than average A/V receivers. 
As always, a thorough listening evalua- 
tion should provide the answers. 

It’s hard to be thorough in the typical 
retail environment, though. This is the 
case even in specialty A/V shops (where 
providing good service is a way of 
life), since it can be tough to focus on 
sonic subtleties unless you “live with” 
a product for a week or so. That’s why 
you'll be able to do your most telling 
comparisons at home—in your room, 
with your TV, VCR or laserdisc player, 
and speakers, and at your leisure. And 
that’s one very good reason to shop at a 
specialty store, since the salespeople 
there understand the merits of at-home 
auditions and know that they can be an 
integral part of making you happy. 


Power amplification is perhaps the 
most compelling reason to take the 
separates approach. It’s a large subject 
in and of itself [see “Power Trip,” June 
1995, for a detailed discussion and a 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 83 
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TimeWindow SurroundScape: 
The New Playing Field 


DCM’s critically acclaimed 
TimeWindow™ loudspeakers set 
new benchmarks for stereo imaging 
and soundstaging in 1974. 

Now, our new TimeWindow 
SurroundScape™ speaker system 
expands the performance envelope 
for home theater, and eliminates the 
need for rear channel speakers and 
the extra wiring they require. 

Using DCM’s PrestiDigital™ 


oooneernre, 
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LOUDSPEAKERS 


crossover electronics and Shadow™ 
driver management technologies, 
two TimeWindow SurroundScape 
speakers create the surround sound- 
stage of front and rear speakers. 


CIRCLE NO. 58 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


DCM SurroundScape speakers 
“enlarge” your room, enhance the 
excitement of movies, and add 
greater depth to your music. 

For the DCM dealer nearest 
you, please call 1-800-878-TIME. 


Hear why the critics say, “When it 
comes to designing home theater 
speakers that are exceptionally 
musical, nobody does it like DCM? 











Set Assets 


THEY SAY THAT EFFECTIVE “‘POSITIONING”—THE JOCKEYING 
for the high ground that gives a company an edge over its 
competition—is what spells corporate success in the tough- 
as-nails °90s. When it comes to direct-view TVs, Proton has 











positioned their sets solidly at the high end. Having avoided the 
price wars, they’ve chosen to build high-performance models that 
appeal to videophiles as well as serious movie enthusiasts. The 
NT-3740 takes Proton’s no-compromise philosophy to a 35-inch 


screen size. The 3740 ($3,000), which 
measures 30.25 x 37.5 x 24.5 inches 
(h/w/d) and weighs a hefty 185 pounds, 
is the company’s first 35-inch set. It’s 
equipped with a nice roster of features, 
including dual-tuner picture-in-picture 
(PIP)—with still-frame, strobe, and 
channel-scan functions—that can be 
placed in any of the tube’s four corners. 
The set also features closed-captioning 
and a 3.58-MHz trap filter to help clean 
up low-quality input sources. Channel 
block can be set up to prevent family 
members from watching specific pro- 
grams. And the clock/timer can be 





used to switch the set on or off at spe- 
cific times. 

The 3740 also covers the bases in 
terms of connections. There are three 
rear-panel A/V inputs, including two 
S-Video inputs. One A/V and one S- 
Video output are on tap. And the front 
panel offers one A/V input and one S- 
Video input for easy hookup of a cam- 
corder, videogame console, or extra 
VCR. Two antenna inputs are provided. 
Finally, terminals are on hand for 
driving a pair of external speakers with 
the set’s built-in power amplifiers. 

Audio provisions are basic but beefy: 





Proton’s NT-3740 
makes a bold 
35-inch statement 


The speakers are biamplified three- 
ways; the internal power amplifiers 
drive the woofers with 18 watts each, 
the midranges and tweeters with 5 
watts each. The SPACE function adds 
various degrees of ambience; it has 
three settings—MOVIE, MUSIC, and 
MONO—and can also be defeated. The 
set is capable of receiving stereo 
broadcasts and cablecasts, of course. 
On the technical front, the 3740 uses 


~ a dark-tint tube with an Invar Shadow 


Mask. The set also employs a digital 
comb filter to separate chrominance 
(color) and luminance (black-and- 
white) information; other Protons use 
an analog comb. 

The 3740’s manual doesn’t get into 
many details, but it’s clear and concise. 
The remote is on the small side and, 
except for the power, volume, and 
channel up/down keys, all of the but- 
tons are small and identically shaped; 
this layout makes the remote a little 
difficult to handle. In addition, the re- 
mote isn’t backlit—a disappointment 
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considering the set’s high-end stance 
(and price tag). On the other hand, the 
on-screen menus are easy to use, 
whether they’re accessed via the re- 
mote or from the front-panel controls. 

Proton’s sets always seem to deliver a 
pleasing picture right out of the box, 
and the 3740 was no exception: It de- 
livered a seductive picture with its con- 
trols set to the factory-preset positions; 
colors looked nice and rich, and skin 
tones were particularly realistic. This 
admirable condition can be explained, 
perhaps, by the fact that Proton sets are 
sold in specialty A/V shops, not in 
chain-type electronics superstores, 
where pushing a set’s controls to their 
maximum is necessary to grab a cus- 
tomer’s attention. Most people will 
find the 3740’s picture looks breathtak- 
ing without any significant adjust- 
ments. Purists will want to do some fid- 
dling, of course. 

I first brought the BRIGHTNESS control 
down a couple of clicks, since test pat- 
terns from the A Video Standard 
laserdisc (an excellent, all-around aid 
for adjusting your TV) indicated that 
blacks weren’t quite as black as they 
should be. (Blacks can also be judged 
using any widescreen laserdisc in 
which the black bars above and below 
the image don’t match the blacks in the 
program’s night scenes.) You also lose 
some fine detail in dimly lit scenes 
when brightness (black-level) is set too 
high. 

Bringing the CONTRAST control down 
(to two clicks below its midpoint) mini- 
mized video noise; because it also low- 
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ered the set’s light output (to 23.7 foot- 
lamberts, which is excellent for a 35- 
inch TV), it should also extend the life 
of the picture tube. 

I brought the DETAIL (sharpness) con- 
trol down as far as it could go. If you’re 
a regular reader, you know that a 
sharpness control doesn’t do what its 
name implies—it’s actually a peaking 
circuit similar to the treble control on 
an A/V receiver. This control should be 
lowered until hard white edges around 
objects (“ringing”) disappear; video 
noise will also be lessened. 

With these adjustments, test patterns 
indicated that resolution was very solid 
(410 lines horizontal, 500 lines verti- 
cal), overscan (at about 5 percent) was 
better than average, and convergence 
was excellent. Gray-scale delineation 
was quite good, indicating that the 
power supply remained stable at differ- 
ent output levels. 

Fine-tuning color was, as usual, a lit- 
tle more complicated. Using the test 
disc’s color-bar pattern and the blue fil- 
ter that comes with the disc, I set the 
COLOR control to one notch above its 
midpoint and TINT to a click-and-a-half 
above its midpoint. The picture looked 
really nice at this point. A followup 
check with the color bars indicated, 
however, that the set was giving the 
yellow bars a slight orange/yellow cast, 
a typical side effect when fleshtone-en- 
hancing circuitry is onboard. A call to 
Proton determined that the 3740’s color 
decoder was purposefully set to 
“warm” the picture a bit (though 
they’re re-evaluating this choice). 


RR] 
BY THE NUMBERS 
Measurements by Berger—Braithwaite Labs 
Horizontal resolution: 410 lines 
Picture S/N: luminance, 54.6 dB; video, 

54.1 dB; chroma AM, 64.1 dB; chroma 
PM, 63.7 dB 
Screen brightness: preset, 50.3 footlam- 
berts; after adjustment, 23.7 footlamberts 
Color temperature: preset, 7,100 degrees 
Kelvin; after calibration, 6,500 degrees 
Kelvin 


Color temperature measured 7,100 
degrees Kelvin on the top of the gray 
scale and 8,500 degrees at the bottom. 
In comparison to most direct-views set 
to their factory positions, these num- 
bers were remarkably close to the in- 
dustry standard of 6,500 degrees; only 
a few other consumer TVs offer this 
kind of accuracy (usually from their 
WARM factory setting). Note that Pro- 
ton offers buyers the option of having 
their set calibrated to a color tempera- 
ture of 6,500 degrees. Purists who are 
able to watch their sets in an ideal envi- 
ronment—one with very little ambient 
light in the room, and with the light 
source positioned behind the set— 
should consider this option: After I'd 
calibrated it, the 3740 measured a 
dead-accurate 6,500 degrees up and 
down the scale, and it tracked the gray 
scale flawlessly. 

At this point, the 3740 looked awe- 
some: Blacks were a true, deep black, 
and pictures had lots of detail and were 
virtually noise-free, particularly in 
dimly lit scenes. Images had a stunning 
depth and three-dimensionality. 

I also liked the 3740’s audio sys- 
tem—it was easily the best I’ve heard 
from a TV set. To get the most out of 
high-fidelity soundtracks, of course, it’s 
still best to use a complete surround- 
sound system. The nice part is that if 
youre starting out from scratch, or can 
only afford the 3740 at the outset, its 
built-in amps and speakers will carry 
you in style until you can upgrade. 


PROTON’S NT-3740 IS A VERY FINE 35-INCH 
TV, delivering just what you'd expect 
from a topnotch direct-view big- 
screen. It offers a nice complement of 
features, a generous array of connec- 
tions, and a fine sound system. And its 
picture looks terrific out of the box, 
with performance that vaults to spec- 
tacular heights when it’s carefully ad- 
justed. If you’re looking for a truly big 
direct-view big-screen, the 3740 sim- 
ply demands an audition. a 











SPORTS ENTHUSIAST: 





THROUGH A SUNDAY. 


There’s nothing more important in the 
world than sports. Nothing. Not even breathing. 
And that being the case, it’s simply your destiny 
to own a Full View satellite TV system. It gets 
up to 350 mind-blowing channels (including 
100 radio). Virtually any football, basketball, 
baseball or hockey game. Just about any tele- 
vised sport anywhere in the nation. Sports you 
didn’t even know existed. With hundreds of 


program packages, stunning laser disc quality 


picture and CD quality sound. So look, call 
1-800-778-4900 now for the nearest autho- 
rized Full View TV dealer, a free brochure 
and free basic installation at participating 


dealers. Oh, and remember to do it by Sunday. 
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THE SATELLITE SYSTEM WITH THE BEST VIEW 


CIRCLE NO. 4 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

















IB] parasounn 








Paranormal 


PREAMPLIFIER/SURROUND-SOUND PROCESSORS ARE BOTH 
the brain and circulatory system of the home-theater body. 
A well-designed model makes interacting with your 
system a breeze and routes all the various surround-sound 


signals efficiently and effectively, without degradation. Parasound’s 
P/SP-1000 does such a fine job of circulating that it wouldn’t be out 
of place in the latest edition of Gray’s Anatomy. & The 1000 is one 
of a flurry of new components that’s intended to bridge the gap 


between high-end, big-ticket surround- 
sound processors and standard A/V re- 
ceivers or stripped-down processors. In 
a nutshell, the 1000 offers most of the 
functions delivered by conventional 
stereo preamplifiers along with fully 
integrated video switching, high-quali- 
ty Dolby Pro Logic surround decoding, 
and three surround modes for non-Dol- 
by programming. Its clever design en- 
ables the 1000 to serve either as a 
standalone A/V preamplifier/decoder or 
as an adjunct to a conventional two- 
channel audio-only preamplifier. And 
it does all of this at a price—$750— 
that should suit system builders who 
have one eye fixed on the state-of-the- 
art horizon and the other firmly on the 
bottom line. 

The 1000’s chassis is low and wide, 
conforming to the rack-mount standard 


(19 inches wide and 3.5 high). Its lay- 
out is straightforward: A single good- 
sized volume knob can be found to the 
right. Rows of switches are on hand for 
input and surround-mode selection, in- 
dependent channel-level balancing, and 
more. Two smaller knobs provide con- 
ventional stereo-mode balancing and 
sensitivity adjustment for the audio in- 
puts; the sensitivity knob has a detent 
at its center denoting “0.3-volt input 
sensitivity.” 

Two front-panel features require a 
little explanation: The UNIFIED SOUND 
FIELD CENTER button is said (in the 
oOwner’s manual) to “contour and blend 
center-channel information back to the 
front left and right channels to present 
a seamless front X-axis soundstage.” 
The BASS EQ button offers narrow-band 
bass equalization “for systems using 





Parasound’s P/SP-1000 
is a prodigious 
home-theater controller 


smaller or in-wall speakers without a 
subwoofer.” 

The 1000 is generally well endowed 
in terms of connections. In addition to 
three A/v and two audio-only inputs, 
the TAPE audio set is a full in/out re- 
cord/play loop. You can plug an audio 
source component like a CD player in- 
to LINE/AUDIO, but it can also accept a 
feed from an audio-only preamp that 
presents its own source-selection but- 
tons. In this configuration, turning off 
the 1000 via its front-panel switch au- 
tomatically loops the LINE/AUDIO input 
back to a second pair of main (left/ 
right) outputs, marked BypAss. The 
idea is that the 1000 can be inserted 
without reservation into a serious au- 
diophile system, since you'll only be 
adding a gold-plated relay and a foot 
or so of connecting cable in the sys- 
tem’s two-channel signal path. Note 
that all of the 1000’s video inputs and 
outputs are supplied in both S-Video 
and composite configurations. All 
back-panel jacks are gold-plated. 

Also found on the 1000’s back panel 
are two small three-position toggle 
switches. One selects center-channel 
mode; your options are NONE, SMALL, 
and LARGE. The second toggle sets the 
crossover tied to the 1000’s line-level 


BY DAVID SIMON 








subwoofer output; the choices are 80 
HZ, 120 HZ, and FULL RANGE. 

Internal construction is impressive. 
The 1000 has a high-current regulated 
power supply that’s said to extend bass 
and dynamics, “high-speed analog cir- 
cuitry” with buffered outputs, and pre- 
cision components, including 1-per- 
cent-precision metal-film resistors and 
polystyrene and polypropylene capaci- 
tors. I observed a power supply that 
looked as if it would be at home in a 
small power amp, better-grade parts 
(including top-shelf amplifying devices 
and the familiar, high-end-standard 
Analog Devices SSM-2126A analog 
Pro Logic decoder LSI), and an excel- 
lent-quality multichannel motorized 
volume pot connected via very high- 
end cabling. 

I installed the 1000 in a high-perfor- 
mance home-theater system. Hooking 
up the 1000 presented no particular 
problems. Calibrating relative levels 
for the front, center, and surround chan- 
nels was also easy: The 1000’s Pro 
Logic-standard sequenced noise signal 
must be manually advanced channel to 
channel, as prompted by successive 
strokes of the remote control’s TEST 
key. This is a welcome improvement 
over many auto-cycling sequencers, 
since they cycle a bit fast for my taste 
(and for an SPL meter’s settling time). 
And the 1000’s master-volume “track- 
ing” proved to be excellent: After I’d 
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Measurements by Simon Labs 


Channel separation (at 1,000 Hz, refer- 
enced to a 1-volt output): Preamp Direct, 
80 dB; DPL, front left/right, 38 dB; front 
left/center, 45 dB; front right/left, 34 dB; 
front right/center, 50 dB; center/front left, 
32 dB; center/front right, 36 dB; center/rear 
left, 52 dB; center/rear right, 55 dB; rear/ 
center, 55 dB; rear/front left and right, 45 dB 

Frequency response: Preamp Direct, 20 to 
20,000 Hz +0, —0.2 dB; DPL, front left/ 
right, 20 to 20,000 Hz +0, —0.7 dB, center, 
200 to 20,000 Hz +0, —1 dB, rear left/right, 
20 to 6,800 Hz +1, -3 dB 


balanced them, the channels’ relative 
levels remained perfectly balanced over 
a very wide range of volume settings 
(40 dB and more). This is critical—if 
levels go out of balance every time you 
change the master volume, you'll have 
to rebalance them every time you touch 
the volume knob. 

The 1000’s excellent design translat- 
ed into excellent performance. In Pro 
Logic mode, the preamp/processor pro- 
vided very good transparency and de- 
tail as well as outstanding dynamics. 
The 1000 did a fine job of steering 
soundtrack elements to my system’s 
speakers, with very minimal “leakage” 
between channels and smooth, natural 
pans from side to side and front to 
back. What leakage there was—from 
the center to one of the mains, for ex- 
ample—was stable and consistent, 


THE SHORT FORM 


PARASOUND P/SP-1000 © 


Component type: AV PICA neu oe processor 
Price: $750 
Target: Serious home-theater enthusiasts 
Minimum requirements*: 27-inch TV, Hi-Fi VCR, four-channel power amp, 
main, center, and surround speakers - 


KEY FEATURES 
m Dolby Pro Logic decoding m CLUB, HALL, and STADIUM surround modes 
= Preamp-Direct mode m Center-channel enhancement m Low-bass 
equalization m Accommodates three A/v sources and two audio-only 
sources m LINE/AUDIO inputs and main BYPASS ouputs m Gold-plated 
S-Video and composite connectors m Subwoofer output with three-position 
active crossover m Compatible with infrared-repeater system m Manual 
noise sequencer m Wireless remote control 


SUMMARY 
= Layout is straightforward = Generally well endowed in terms of connections 
a Internal construction is impressive m Excellent sound with movies and 
music m= Almost entirely transparent to video signals = All channels produced 
a bit of noise m Lacks a front-panel or on-screen viet diraty m Has a very small 
circle of peers 


Circle 101 on reader service card 


“To maximize its potential : 


THD+noise (1 volt in/out): Preamp Direct, 
<0.05%, 10 to 100,000 Hz; DPL, front left/ 
right, <0.1%, 20 to 100,000 Hz, center, 
<0.12%, 200 to 20,000 Hz, rear left/right, 
<0.8%, 100 to 5,000 Hz 

S/N (A-weighted, referenced to 1 volt): 
Preamp Direct, left, 80 dB, right, 79 dB; 
DPL, left, 78 dB, right, 79 dB, center, 80 
dB, rear left, 72 dB, rear right, 73 dB 

Input overload (LINE/DIRECT input with trim 
at detent): DPL, left/right, 2.5 volts; center, 
2.2 volts; rear left/right, 1.6 volts 


rather than jerky. Fine soundtrack de- 
tails had excellent resolution: Ambient 
scenes with lots of natural sounds were 
open and airy, and subtle Foley ele- 
ments like rustling papers and creaking 
chairs sounded natural and balanced. 

The 1000 tended a shade toward the 
brighter side of things in its straight Pro 
Logic mode, though never obtrusively 
so. Engaging the UNIFIED SOUND FIELD 
CENTER function mellowed things out 
substantially, however. Ultimately, I 
was of two minds regarding this refine- 
ment: With some scenes, USFC seemed 
to smooth out center-channel dialogue 
and do a better job of integrating front- 
stage sounds. But with others, its action 
was too severe, lending a vaguely muf- 
fled quality to speech and center-chan- 
nel effects and obscuring small details. 

The BASS EQ function did a great job, 
introducing a sharp, peaking action at 
40 Hz and below. This did wonders in 
my reference system, whose main 
speakers deliver solid output to 40 Hz 
or so but fall off below that point. It did 
induce some mild midbass boominess, 
but it was livable, and I still preferred 
the circuit switched in with most “big” 
movies. 

The 1000 also did a very fine job with 
music. In straight stereo, using the PRE- 
AMP-DIRECT mode, the preamp/proces- 
sor proved transparent. And the 1000’s 
additional sound modes—sTADIUM, 
HALL, and CLUB—proved useful as 
well, though to various degrees with 
specific types of music. 

All of the 1000’s outputs produced a 
bit of noise. It was minimal in the 
LINE/DIRECT mode and never reached 
bothersome levels in any mode, and it 
was wholly inaudible when a program 
was playing. It was more evident—and 
took on a faintly modulating character- 
istic at the surround outputs—when 
Pro Logic was selected, but even when 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 84 
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Make Your Audio/ Video System 
The Best It Can Be. 


Whether designing the ideal home theater system or For instance, the B&K AVP 2000 A/V Control Center 
making your present system even better, B&K amplifiers, offers eight simple-to-use personal memory presets that 
preamplifiers and audio/video control centers with Dolby —_ allow you to easily customize your audio/video system. 
Pro Logic* are the best investments you can make to A single command instantly gives you music, movies or 
guarantee that your entire system will be the best itcanbe. _ satellite, cable or TV broadcasts tailored to bring you 

B&K components, recognized as the best in their class, optimum audio/video performance. 
outperform receivers as well as similar components cost- Visit a B&K dealer today. You'll see and hear how 
ing considerably more. Their remarkable value is the result | B&K components can make your audio/video system 
of B&K’s uncompromising the best it can be. 
commitment to design, 

PRL Seva 8 B&K Audio/Video Control Centers Call 1-800-543-5252 


Feature Dolby Pro Logic ¢ Time Link 


* “Dolby” and “Pro Logic” are trademarks of Dolby Laboratories. 





manufacturing quality. for the dealer nearest you. 


B& K Components 


Designed, Engineered and Made in the U.S.A. 


B&K Components, Ltd. * 2100 Old Union Road, Buffalo, NY 14227-2725 USA « In NY (716) 656-0026 ° Fax: (716) 656-1291 
CIRCLE NO. 27 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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TEST 


IN LIFE, SATISFACTION IS OFTEN A MATTER OF SIMPLY 
determining your needs and then making your best effort to 
fulfill them. If all of your driving is restricted to a weekly jaunt 


to the supermarket, for example, you really don’t need a Porsche. 
Likewise, if all you’re interested in is watching movies start to 
finish, Mitsubishi’s M-V7057 would probably be overkill. 

Now don’t get me wrong—it’s a terrific movie machine. It’s just 
that it does so much more. And if more is what you’re after, the 


digitally driven M-V7057 ($1,099) is a 
great place to start. 

One high-profile feature that’s likely 
to mean a great deal several months 
down the road is the V7057’s back- 
panel RF port. It may not look like 
much, but it’s actually a gateway to the 
next generation of home-theater sur- 
round sound: The port lets you feed the 
LD player’s audio output into a proces- 
sor or A/V receiver that’s equipped for 
Dolby Surround AC-3, the digital, 
“5.1”-channel heir to Dolby Pro Logic. 
While such AC-3 components are ex- 
tremely scarce (and pricey) today, they 


should become more plentiful (and 
more affordable) over the next 12 
months. The point is that the V7057 
will be ready to take the high ground 
with you, come what may. 

Otherwise, the V7057’s extra capa- 
bilities revolve around its digital video 
electronics. Ever since the dawn of the 
LD format back in the late ’70s, there’s 
been a line drawn between two types of 
laserdiscs: CAV (constant angular ve- 
locity), and CLV (constant linear veloci- 
ty). Some of the LD format’s most en- 
tertaining features, like the ability to 
view still frames and slow-motion 


BY CLIFF ROTH 


Mitsubishi’s M-V7057 
laserdisc player 
comes close to perfection 


playback with astounding clarity, are 
usually available only when playing 
CAV discs. Since most feature films are 
released only in the CLV format (with a 
few rare and pricey exceptions), spe- 
cial effects are often unavailable. 
That’s where the digital video electron- 
ics come in: If you have them, you can 
enjoy all types of digital special effects 
with either type of disc. 

The V7057 is an excellent example 
of what can be done when modern dig- 
ital-video technology is merged with 
the original analog laserdisc format. 
Film-literate users can analyze cine- 
matic editing in slow motion, for ex- 
ample, or pour over still frames to 
study picture composition. And the 
7057 offers just about every bell and 
whistle you could want, including the 
ability to automatically switch sides of 
an LD. Other features include a dedi- 
cated tray for music CDs, a digital 
time-base corrector, a comprehensive 
digital video-noise-reduction circuit, 
and practically every type of output 























connection that can be imagined. 

Measuring 5.5 x 16.6 x 17.25 inches 
(h/w/d) and weighing 18.5 pounds, the 
V7057 has a solid look and feel. The 
fluorescent front-panel display is a cool 
blue with red accents. For minimum 
distraction, the display can be switched 
off, leaving just one or two appropri- 
ately dim LEDs illuminated. There’s no 
power light when the unit is on; when 
turned off, a small red LED glows. A 
0.25-inch headphone jack and a dedi- 
cated volume control sit in the lower- 
left corner of the front panel. 

Besides the basic motion controls, 
the front panel features a true jog/shut- 
tle control that’s slightly easier to use 
than the jog shuttle on the unit’s wire- 
less remote control. Also on the front 
panel are side-change buttons, forward 
and reverse chapter-scan buttons, and a 
DIRECT CD button that activates the 
smaller CD-size tray (you can also 
place CDs in the center of the 12-inch 
LD tray). The HILITE/INTRO SCAN but- 
ton plays the first few seconds of each 
chapter of an LD. Repeat, program- 
play, random-play, and video noise-re- 
duction buttons are also provided. 

And then there’s the DIGITAL MEMO- 
RY button. Not recalling it from the 
other Mits LD players I’ve reviewed, I 
pressed it and noted a flashing green 
light. Whatever it indicated wasn’t ob- 
vious, so I consulted the owner’s manu- 
al. I discovered that pressing this but- 
ton prompts the player to grab a digital 
freeze frame and hold it for display 
when the disc is stopped or ejected. 
The frame is discarded during side 
changes, however, and this feature isn’t 
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active in the pause mode—only in the 
stop mode. Frankly, I found DIGITAL 
MEMORY confusing. 

The THEATER MODE switch is a nice 
touch, especially when used in con- 
junction with DISPLAY OFF (which 
blanks the display as well as transforms 
blue backgrounds to black during disc 
pauses, stops, or side changes): TM 
speeds up the transition from a disc’s 
first side to its second. I clocked transi- 
tion time at 8 and 12 seconds with TM 
turned on and off, respectively. The on- 
ly drawback: You can’t use the ad- 
vanced editing, programming, or ran- 
dom-playback features when viewing 
the disc’s second side with TM en- 
gaged. 

The V7057’s remote is well laid out 
and surprisingly compact, considering 
the inclusion of a true jog/shuttle dial 
and illuminated motion-control but- 
tons. A large, easy-to-find button along 
the left edge activates the light, which 
illuminates the most often-used buttons 
for 3 seconds. Annoyingly, pressing the 
pause button blanks the screen, rather 
than freezing the current frame. You 
can, however, readily jump into the 
freeze-frame mode by pressing the step 
buttons (forward and reverse frame ad- 
vance) or by activating the jog dial. Jog 
activation requires pressing the jog- 
mode button, which glows red until 
you change modes. 

The jog dial, located in the middle of 
the shuttle ring, lets you dial frame by 
frame in forward or reverse. As noted, 
the V7057’s excellent digital video- 
memory electronics offer lots of special 
effects with both CAv and CLV discs. 





Hz +0, -1.7 dB; analog, 
-20B 


You can move frame by frame, perform 
a quick search, or view a still frame 
with perfect clarity. Choices for bidi- 
rectional slow-motion playback speed 
are 1/90TH, 1/30TH, 1/16TH, 1/8TH, 1/4TH, 
1/2, 1X, 2X, and 3X normal speed (indi- 
cated on-screen). 

Though the owner’s manual notes 
that slow motion works only with CAV 
discs, I thought it did fine with CLV 
discs—and in both directions, to boot. 
In fact, all of the special effects worked 
with CLV discs. The only difference is 
in your access to a disc’s “interior” — 
only CAV discs offer frame-number ac- 
cess, while CLV discs go by elapsed 
time. (In both cases, finding a particu- 
lar point on a disc is made reasonably 
easy via the remote’s CHAPTER button 
and numeric keypad—but [| still 
would’ve preferred an even simpler 
“go-to” button.) 

Other operating conveniences include 
an A—B repeat system, for automatical- 
ly replaying any selected section of a 
disc, an audio-channel (left/right/ 
stereo) and track (digital or analog) se- 
lector, a display button that shows re- 
maining time, audio status, and elapsed 
time (or frame number with CAV discs), 
and an auto-edit button for copying 
CDs onto cassettes. 

Having already exhausted most of 
the new releases offered at my local 
laser-disc-rental shop (I guess I should 
count myself lucky to even have such 
an establishment nearby), I settled on 
two special selections for my V7057 
test-drive: A new release of The Con- 
cert for Bangladesh, the 1971 film fea- 
turing George Harrison, Ringo Starr, 
Eric Clapton, and Bob Dylan. Though 
it looks like it was shot on grainy 16MM 
film, the music sounded great and ap- 
pealed to the old hippie in me. For 
something a bit more visually splendid, 
I also checked out Caro Diario (“Dear 
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In The Mid ‘70s We Created 
Home Theater. Now We've Created 
A New Way ld Buy It. 


Surround Speakers 
Cambridge SoundWorks makes two “dipole 
radiator” surround sound speakers. Dolby La- 
boratories recommends dipole radiator speakers 
for use as surround speakers, 7he 
Surround has a very high 
power handling ca- 
pacity and is often 


The people who work at Cambridge 
SoundWorks - including our cofounder Henry 
Kloss (who also founded AR, KLH and Advent) 

- have been involved with the concept of home 
theater from the beginning. In 1969 (years 
before VCRs and cable TV), Henry Kloss 

, founded Advent, 
the company that 









introduced the Selected for “high 
first home theater end” surround 
audio/video sound systems. 
systems - Audio, describing a 
complete with big- system that 

screen TVs and included The 


digital surround sound. We 
have had an ongoing relationship with the 
people at Dolby Laboratories, creators of Dolby 
Surround Sound, since Henry Kloss introduced 
the first consumer products with Dolby noise 
reduction over 20 years ago. And now at 
Cambridge SoundWorks we believe we have set 
a new price-to-performance standard for home 
theater components. 

Because we sell carefully matched and tested 
home theater speaker systems Factory-Direct, 
and through cost-efficient Best Buy stores, you 
can save hundreds of dollars. We bel lieve 
the products on these pages represent the 
country’s best values in Figh performance 
home theater components. Audio critics, 
and thousands of satisfied customers, 
agree. Stereo Review said, “Cambridge 
SoundWorks manufactures sere) ers 
that provide exceptional sound quality at 
affordable prices.” Audio suggested that we 
may have “the best value in the world.” 


Center Channel Speakers 


Cambridge SoundWorks manufactures 
three speakers for use as center channel 
speakers in Dolby Pro Logic home theater 
systems, All three are magnetically shielded 
so they can be placed near a TV or computer 
monitor. Model Ten-A is a small, affordable two- 
way speaker. $79%, 
Center Channel is 
essentially identical 


Surround said, 
“In many ways the surround sensation was 
every bit as good as far more expensive in- 
stallations.” $399” pr. The smaller 7he 
Surround IT is ae ly the country’s best 
value in a dipole radiator speaker. $249” pr. 


Powered Subwoofers 
The original Powered Subwoofer by 
Cambridge SoundWorks consists of a heavy- 
duty 12" woofer housed in an acoustic suspen- 
sion cabinet with a 140-watt amplifier and a 


built-in electronic crossover. Stereo Review said 
it provides “deep powerful bass...31.5 Hz bass 
output was obtainable at a room-shaking 
level...they open the way to ya a ‘killer’ 







Our Slave Subwoofer uses the 
same woofer driver and 
cabinet, but does not 
include the amplifier or 
crossover. It can only be 
used in conjunction with 
the Powered Subwoofer. 
$299”. The new 
Powered Subwoofer II 
uses a 120-watt amplifier 
with an 8" woofer. $399”. 


Home Theater Speaker Systems 
We have assembled a number of home 
theater speaker systems that consist of center 


system for an affordable ris "$699, 





to a Cambridge SoundWorks 
Ensemble satellite (but with magnetic shield- 
ing). $149”. Center Channel Plus uses an ultra- 
low, ultra-wide design that is ideal for pacing 
above (0 (or, with optional support stand, below) 

a TV monitor. $219”. 








channel, surround 
and main stereo 
speakers. The combina- 
tion we show here is our 
best seller. It includes our 
critically acclaimed Ensemble subwoofer 
satellite speaker system (with dual subwoofers), 
our Center Channel Plus and a pair of our best 
surround speakers, The Surround. You could 
spend hundreds more than its $1,167% price 
without improving performance. 

For information on other home theater 
speaker systems 
- or on any of 
the products we 
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make an sell - call 1-800-FOR-HIFI for your 
free color catalog. Thanks. 


We Eliminate The Risks. 
All Cambridge SoundWorks speakers are 
backed by our 30-day Total Satisfaction 
Guarantee. Try them in your home, with 
your music. If you don’t like them, return 
them for a full refund. We even refund 
your original regular ground UPS shipping 
charges. 


For A Free Catalog, Call 


1-800-FOR-HIFI 


Cambridge SoundWorks products. are 
available only direct from 
Cambridge SoundWorks and 
at our Factory-Direct Speaker 
Walls in over 200 Best Buy 
stores nationwide. 








We Know How 
To Make Loudspeakers! 


311 Needham Street,Suite 130 J/A, Newton, MA 02164 
1-800-367-4434 Fax: 617-332-9229 
Canada: 1-800-525-4434 
Outside U.S. or Canada: 617-332-5936 


© 1995 Cambridge SoundWorks. REnsemble registered trademark of 
Cambridge SoundWorks, Inc, KLH is a trademar KLH, Inc. AR and Advent 
are trademarks of International Jensen Inc Cambridge SoundWorks is not 
affiliated with KLH, Advent or AR 
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THERE’S A RESTAURANT IN CHICAGO THAT IS, VERY POSSIBLY, 


the finest on Earth. It’s called Charlie Trotter’s, and it 
serves some of the most amazing nouvelle cuisine on the 


planet. If you ever visit, put your trust in the chef and his 
eclectic tasting menu: You’ll be treated to a variety of courses, each 
of which packs an incredible array of flavors and textures into a 
small, beautifully presented dish. Now I’m not just rambling; the 
companies that build A/V receivers have a lot in common with this 


establishment. As the home-theater 
revolution plunges ahead, manufactur- 
ers continue to pack—like Chef Trotter 
and his exquisite creations—ever more 
amplifier power, performance, and fea- 
tures into their small, nicely presented 
receivers. And you can get a new high- 
performance A/V receiver, like Yama- 
ha’s RX-V690, for about the price of 
dinner for four at Charlie T’s. 

The V690 is an excellent example of 
the Bold New Receiver. Its feature 
menu is extensive, and it serves up very 
respectable power—all at a price— 
$699—that’s actually lower than its 
precursor (the estimable RX-V670). 
The V690 outperforms the V670 in 
other ways, too. The V690 delivers 


more power: 80 watts to each of the 
left, center, and right channels (with 
0.04 percent THD) plus 25 watts x 2 for 
the surrounds (with 0.3 percent THD), 
all rated over the channels’ full operat- 
ing bandwidths. And unlike the V670, 
the V690 has a line-level subwoofer 
output with a 200-Hz low-pass cutoff; 
preamp-outs for all four channels make 
system expansion a snap. (Need more 
power? Just plug it in.) And there’s a 
sprinkling of S-Video connections. 
Yamaha’s expertise with digital sig- 
nal processing (DSP) is also on display. 
The V690 offers the company’s Cine- 
ma DSP package, which employs a 
fully digital implementation of Dolby 
Pro Logic to handle movies, TV shows, 


Yamaha’s RX-V690 
A/V receiver 
pours on the value 





videos, and music—plus nine addition- 
al DSP surround modes for both A/V and 
audio-only material (the V670 included 
“just” six modes). And there’s a loaded 
learning remote control—prepro- 
grammed with Yamaha component 
codes, of course. 

Like I said, there’s a lot packed into a 
relatively small dish. To learn how well 
it all works, I installed the V690 in a 
high-performance home-theater system 
and asked it to power full-range floor- 
standing speakers left and right, a 
wide-range center-channel speaker, and 
excellent dipolar surround speakers. 
Source components included laserdisc 
and CD players, DirecTV and USSB 
programming, and a VHS Hi-Fi VCR. 

The V690 is conceived along tried- 
and-true A/V lines: A single large vol- 
ume knob (with a lighted indicator on 
the rim) is complemented by three 
smaller knobs managing balance, bass, 
and treble. Somewhat unusually, this 
trio remains active in all of the sur- 
round modes in addition to two-chan- 
nel stereo, though it affects only the 
left/right channels. Pushbuttons ac- 
count for the rest of the V690’s control 
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scheme, with segregated groups for 
A/V-source and surround-mode selec- 
tion as well as tuner operation. (Tuner 
controls include manual and auto-seek 
tuning, 40 presets, and a robot function 
that automatically loads the presets 
with the 40 strongest stations it en- 
counters as it sweeps across the dial.) 
Front-panel connections include a quar- 
tet of VIDEO—AUX input jacks, includ- 
ing stereo audio inputs and both com- 
posite and S-Video inputs, convenient 
for accommodating camcorders, dub- 
bing VCRs, or game systems. 

Out back, the V690 supplies inputs 
and outputs for three A/V sources—in- 
cluding VCR-1, VCR-2, and a playback- 
only source marked LD/TV—as well as 
three audio-only sources (phono, CD, 
and a full tape loop). Of the A/v 
sources, only VCR-2 and the monitor 
output (as well as the aforementioned 
front-panel VIDEO—AUX) are equipped 
with S-Video jacks; since video signals 
can’t be translated between the S and 
composite formats, this means that a 
mixed-format system (including any 
that uses an LD player) will need to use 
up two video inputs on the system’s 
TV—one S-Video, one RCA-compos- 
ite—which you’d then need to select 
between depending on the source. 

Speaker outputs are furnished via 
dual sets of five-way binding posts with 
standard spacing for two sets of mains 
(selected with manual front-panel 
switches) and lighter-duty spring-ter- 
minals for the center and surround 
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speakers; I really wish manufacturers 
wouldn’t skimp on the center and sur- 
round terminals. You can hook up two 
center speakers to the V690; you might 
want to employ a pair of small centers 
if you’re using a large projection TV 
and can’t get your hands on an appro- 
priately large center speaker. 

The 60-key remote control has a good 
layout, though most of the keys are 
identically sized and shaped, which 
makes by-touch operation (the kind 
you’re likely to do in a dark room) 
harder. Only MASTER VOLUME and DE- 
LAY TIME get oversized keys, and the 
latter seems an odd choice; CENTER 
LEVEL or channel up/down are likely 
to get more use. Keys are sensibly 
grouped by function, however, and the 
main volume and mute keys are where 
they belong—in a bottom corner, 
where they’re easy to find. 

Hooking up the V690 was easy 
enough (the manual is well organized 
and features lots of diagrams), and bal- 
ancing speaker levels using the receiv- 
er’s on-board noise sequencer was 
straightforward. I found that the se- 
quencer cycles from channel to channel 
very quickly—fine for by-ear adjust- 
ment, but too fast for a sound-pressure- 
level meter to “settle” fully (if you’re 
using one). More importantly, volume 
tracking proved nearly perfect—that is, 
the V690’s multichannel output stays 
balanced at any master-volume setting; 
lesser designs don’t, requiring frequent 
(and frequently annoying) rebalancing. 
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Measurements by Hammer Labs 


Maximum power (at 1,000 Hz and0.1% 
THD): main (worst channel), 110.5 watts 
into 8 ohms, 168.4 watts into 4 ohms; 
center, 108.8 watts into 8 ohms, 165.2 
watts into 4 ohms; rear (worst channel), 
28.4 watts into 8 ohms, 52 watts into 
4 ohms 

Dynamic power: main (worst channel), 
133.6 watts into 8 ohms, 207.5 watts into 
4 ohms; center, 129.5 watts into 8 ohms, 
194.8 watts into 4 ohms; rear (worst 
channel), 31.6 watts into 8 ohms, 53.8 
watts into 4 ohms 

THD+noise (at rated power): main, 0.035%; 
center, 0.18%; rear, 0.29% 

A-weighted S/N (referred to 1 watt): main, 
83.7 dB; center, 81.4 dB; rear, 74.8 dB 
Frequency response (referred to 1 watt): 
main, 20—20,000 Hz +0, —0.2 dB; center, 
100-20,000 Hz +0, —2.9 dB; rear, 

48-6,500 Hz +0.9, -3 dB 

Channel separation (at 1,000 Hz): front 
left/front right, 39.4 dB; front left/center, 
41.2 dB; front left/rear, 53.3 dB; front right/ 
front left, 40.4 dB; front right/center, 42.2 
dB; front right/rear, 54.7 dB; center/front 
left, 41.8 dB; center/front right, 36.6 dB; 
center/rear, 55.2 dB; rear/front left, 43.4 
dB; rear/front right, 38.4 dB; rear/center, 
47.6 dB 


The V690 story only gets better when 
you start up a movie. It offers, as you'll 
recall, 10 surround modes. Three of 
these—PRO LOGIC, PRO LOGIC/EN- 
HANCED, and 70MM THEATER—are a 
digital implementation of, and en- 
hancements on, standard Dolby Pro 
Logic. They’re intended for use with 
Dolby Surround-encoded sources, pri- 
marily movies; all are based on the 
Dolby Surround matrix decoding sys- 
tem. The PRO LOGIC mode worked very 
well, with extremely low levels of in- 
terchannel “leakage” and generally 
clean, dynamic operation. (Noise was 
low in all modes; in the three Pro Log- 
ic-based settings, it shouldn’t prove au- 
dible under real-world listening condi- 
tions.) Channel-to-channel pans were 
smooth and believable, and overall 
tonal balance remained natural and non- 
intrusive. 

The ENHANCED and 70MM modes em- 
ploy Cinema DSP’s “extra” DSP to 
spread surround-channel sound more 
widely along your room’s side and back 
walls; 70MM uses additional DsP wiz- 
ardry to juice up the spread between 
the front left/right channels as well. De- 
pending on the soundtrack, both modes 
deliver very audible effects (particular- 
ly 70MM), with a “deeper,” larger sur- 
round effect. A very nice touch (and an 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 85 
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“Stunning!” 


- The Inner Ear Report on the Esprit/BP 





Paradigm’s spectacular bipolar 
speakers are an engineering and sonic 
marvel! With years of design expertise 
and our highly advanced R&D facility, 
Paradigm engineers and acousticians 
set out to build the world’s finest 
bipolar speakers, regardless of cost! 


Bass/Midrange Drive Units: 

O) Diecast chassis with built-in heatsinks 

O (AVS™) air-flow ventilation system 

O Ventilated Apical* formers 

O Symmetrically-focused-field magnet geometry 


High Frequency Drive Units: 

O (PAL™) pure-aluminum convex domes 
O) Critically coupled diecast chassis 

O Oversized damping chambers 

O) Oversized magnetic structures 


Cascade™ Enclosures: 

O Sophisticated cascade of interlocking, full 
perimeter horizontal and vertical braces 

O I” thick MDF front and back baffles 

O High velocity, low turbulence ports 


+ Apical is a trademark of DuPont 











ENGINEERED FOR BETTER SOUND 


AUDIOSTREAM, MPO BOX 2410, NIAGARA FALLS, NY 14302 (905) 632-0180 
IN CANADA: PARADIGM ELECTRONICS INC., 101 HANLAN RD., WOODBRIDGE, ON L4L 3P5 (905) 850-2889 


CIRCLE NO. 46 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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“Awesome 


- Audio Ideas Guide on the Eclipse/BP 








These astonishing state-of-the-art 
bipolar speakers combine exceptional 
spaciousness, precise image placement, 
superb timbrel balance, extraordinary 
resolution, thunderous deep bass and 
tremendous dynamics for absolutely 
staggering realism! 


Combine any of our bipolars with our 
Ultra-Clear™ center channels, amazing 
ADP™ surrounds and astounding 

PS powered subwoofers for the 
absolute finest in home theater! 


Paradigm has achieved the highest 
standard of performance in bipolar 
design. So don’t settle for less, listen 
to these sensational speakers today! 


* Sound&Vision Critics’ Choice Awards 
* AudioVideo International Grand Prix Awards 
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A/V components 


More for Less 
Zenith SM2789BT 
27-Inch TV Set 

T’S THE ULTIMATE EXAMPLE OF 

trickle-down technology: As the 

home-theater revolution has us 

swarming over new TVs, prices are 
coming down and the feature count is 
rising. The action is particularly fierce 
in the 27-inch arena, since that’s the 
entry level for serious home-theater 
performance. And Zenith’s SM2789BT 
($799) is a true contender. 

Considering its price, this set is 
loaded: High-profile features include a 
StarSight decoder, a high-contrast 
Chromasharp picture tube, Advanced 
Video Imaging picture circuitry, multi- 
ple single-tuner PIPs with channel re- 
view, and a 15-watt sound system with 
SEq ambience synthesis. Flexibility is 
on hand thanks to a nice selection of 
back-panel amenities: two A/V inputs, 
one S-Video input, loop outputs for an 
A/V component and a cable decoder, 
terminals for external speakers, and a 
variable audio output. 

The SM2789BT’s picture options are 
staggering, but with a little work it’s 
possible to enjoy excellent images. The 
set offers two color-temperature posi- 
tions, WARM and COOL, which work to- 
gether with three Picture Preference 
settings—PRESET, CUSTOM, and THE- 
ATER—to let you make dramatic ad- 
justments to the picture. (Note that the 
color-temp names seem confusing— 
WARM nets you a redder, warmer pic- 
ture, while COOL dials in a bluer, cooler 
picture, but the actual color tempera- 
tures that produce reds are cooler, or 
lower, than the temps that produce 








blues.) The set also offers the Video 
Filter video noise-reduction circuit and 
the ghoulishly named Auto Flesh flesh- 
tone-enhancement circuit. 

It’s always instructive to see what a 
manufacturer’s PRESET mode looks 
like, so I dialed it up. I found that the 
set automatically shifts to the COOL 
setting and kicks in the Video Filter 
and Auto Flesh circuits; not surprising- 
ly, the basic video parameters—con- 
trast, brightness, and so on—jump to 
their factory-set positions. This is the 
Dagwood sandwich of picture set- 
tings—there’s an awful lot of flavors, 
but you’re just not sure what you’re 
tasting: The COOL setting made colors 
bluer than they should be, ringing (ob- 
jects having white edges around them) 
was obvious (indicating either that 


reviewed, in brief 


SHARPNESS was set too high or that the 
set uses edge-enhancement circuitry, or 
both), colors were oversaturated, and 
there was a fair amount of video noise 
(made worse if CONTRAST is set too 
high). 

You can switch from COOL to WARM, 
but when I tried to defeat Auto Flesh 
and the Video Filter from PRESET, I 
found that I really couldn’t; though one 
of the menus lets you switch them off, 
every time you do so the set switches 
over to CUSTOM, which means that all 
of the other settings have changed as 
well. In general, I wasn’t knocked out 
by PRESET. 

Checking out the set with a color an- 
alyzer and patterns from the A Video 
Standard test disc put me on the right 
track. With PRESET and COOL, the set’s 


VIDEO JULY/AUGUST 1995 49 























color temperature measured 11,000 de- 
grees Kelvin and its light output mea- 
sured 80.3 footlamberts. With CUSTOM 
and COOL, the color temp remained the 
same, while light output dropped to 78 
footlamberts. The THEATER and COOL 
modes netted the same color temp and 
55 footlamberts. In each mode, the left 
side of the white window pattern was 
blooming toward blue, the right side to- 
ward yellow. The figures didn’t change 
when I checked out PRESET and THE- 
ATER with the WARM color-temp set- 
ting, though red colors were boosted. 
Fortunately, the CUSTOM/WARM combo 
netted 48 footlamberts and 7,400 de- 
grees Kelvin; this Kelvin figure is pret- 
ty close to the NTSC standard of 6,500 
degrees. In addition, you can defeat 
Auto Flesh and the Video Filter from 





CUSTOM. Clearly, this is the combo 
with which to work. 

With CUSTOM and WARM dialed in, I 
revved up A Video Standard. In CUS- 
TOM, the CONTRAST, BRIGHTNESS, COL- 
OR, and TINT controls were at their 
midpoint, with SHARPNESS set slightly 
higher. The disc’s “PLUGE” (Picture 
Line-Up Generation Equipment) pat- 
tern showed that BRIGHTNESS (black- 


level) and CONTRAST (white-level) 
were both too low for good gray-scale 
performance, so I brought both of them 
about two clicks above their midpoint; 
so adjusted, the pattern checked out 
fine, indicating that the SM2789BT has 
a good power supply. 

Using the color-bar pattern, I set TINT 
to just above its midpoint and COLOR to 
three notches below its midpoint. The 
test disc’s multiburst pattern showed 
good detail throughout the frequency 
range; switching the Video Filter on de- 
creased video noise but also decreased 
upper-frequency detail, so I left it off. 
Initially, I brought SHARPNESS all the 
way down, but eventually I brought it 
back up six clicks. 

Adjustments completed, the SM2789- 
BT looked damn good. Watching 
laserdiscs was very satisfying—picture 
details were pretty impressive, colors 
were mostly accurate, and the level of 
video noise was low. The numbers also 
told a positive story: The resolution 
chart indicated 410 horizontal lines and 
500 vertical lines, and overscan mea- 
sured about 8 percent, which is just 
about what you’d expect from a con- 
temporary set. 

Even better performance is on tap if 
you have a technician work with the 
SM2789BT’s internal controls. You can 
access them via the remote if you know 
the access code; technicians will, or 
will know how to get it. Once in, and 
with the set in its COOL mode, VIDEO 
contributor (and TV-calibrator) Kevin 
Miller brought the set’s blue and green 
drives down until we had readings of 
29.5 footlamberts, which is excellent, 
and 6,590 degrees Kelvin, which is just 
about dead-on the NTSC standard. And 
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color temp with the WARM mode read 
5,400 degrees Kelvin—exactly what 
you want for watching black-and-white 
movies. One note: Our sample exhibit- 
ed slight brightness fluctuations in dark 
scenes, which should not be true of the 
model line. 

Basic operation of the set is pretty 
straightforward. The remote has a good 
design, with channel and volume but- 
tons made of glow-in-the-dark plastic. 
On the down side, the set’s on-screen 
menus are hard to work with—they 
take up so much of the screen that you 
have to disable them to see what effect 
an adjustment has had and then step 
your way back to the appropriate menu 
if you need to make another change. 

Fortunately, the SM2789BT is a good 
enough performer that you shouldn’t 
need to fiddle with its controls much 
once it’s properly adjusted. While it 
doesn’t set performance benchmarks, it 
has all of the basic performance para- 
meters covered, and it offers a full array 
of features for a very reasonable price. 
Give it its due if you’re in the market 
for a 27-inch set. —Peter Barry 


Little Buddha 
Snell Type M 
Bookshelf Speaker 
HERE ARE GOOD REASONS TO USE 
small speakers in your home-the- 
ater system: Small speakers are 
easy to blend into a room’s decor. 
It’s simple to position them so that they 
deliver every last ounce of their poten- 
tial. And they’re more flexible than 
large speakers in terms of reassigning 
them to a new role—from front to rear 
in a home theater, for example, or from 
the living room to the bedroom or of- 
fice. Snell’s Type M just may represent 
the best reason of all, however. 

I’ll admit from the start that I’ve nev- 
er met a Snell I didn’t like. Every mod- 
el I’ve heard has delivered first-class 
performance (credit Kevin Voecks, the 
company’s chief designer and a partial 

«product of the Canadian Research 
Council, which I affectionately refer to 
as the “Speaker Mafia”). They also 
look gorgeous. And the Type M holds 
true to form. On one hand, it’s just an 
ordinary two-way bookshelf speaker— 
but it just screams “classic.” 

The shape is . . . well, exactly right. I 
can tell you that it stands 11 x 7.5 x 6 
inches (h/w/d), but you just have to see 
it to appreciate it. The finish is astound- 
ingly elegant (in your choice of oak, 











black oak, and walnut)—it’s rock-hard, 
smooth as the proverbial baby’s der- 
riere, and perfectly applied. And the 
rest just drips with detailed, loving 
touches that bespeak a classic sense of 
industrial design. 

The front panel is completely shroud- 
ed by a black fabric grille, the frame 
ushers sound smoothly from the speak- 
er drivers, and signals are routed in 
through recessed, color-coded dual ba- 
nana jacks on 0.75-inch centers; the 
jacks tilt upward slightly to allow easi- 
er access to the oversized post holes. 
Both the 5-inch cast-frame woofer and 
the 1-inch metal-laminate dome tweeter 
sit flush in the front panel; the tweeter 
has a protective metal-mesh cover, a 
very, very nice touch. Magnetic shield- 
ing prevents the Type M from interfer- 





ing with your TV picture. All of this 
doesn’t come cheap, though: The Type 
M costs $479 apiece. 

Rest assured that Snell doesn’t sub- 
scribe to the nice-house, no-furniture 
concept. Though you can buy extreme- 
ly fine performers of similar size for 
less than a quarter of the Type M’s 
pricetag (Paradigm’s Titan, KEF’s K- 
120, and PSB’s Alpha come to mind), 
the Type M truly ups the ante on fit, 
finish, and precision performance for a 
speaker of its size. 

Measurements reveal extremely flat 
response in the critical 200 to 10,000- 
Hz range when you're in front of the 
speaker, and response remains incredi- 
bly smooth as you move to one side or 
the other. High frequencies roll off fair- 
ly quickly as you move above or below 
the plane of the speaker, which indi- 
cates that the room’s ceiling and floor 
won’t affect performance significantly. 
Impedance reached a minimum of 4.2 
ohms (at 225 Hz), so a power amp 
must be able to handle 2-ohm loads if 
you want to use a single channel to 
drive two Type Ms. Sensitivity mea- 
sured 89 dB, indicating that this speak- 
er is a good match for most any amp. 





Well-recorded music CDs are great 
for stressing a speaker, so I primarily 
listened to the Type Ms as a stereo pair. 
I immediately discovered that the Type 
M exhibits Small-Speaker Syndrome— 
that is, it can’t reproduce truly low 
bass. Response started falling off at 
about 90 Hz, though you will get ade- 
quate response down to about 55 Hz 
when you use a pair in a real-world 
room. A nice touch is that the Type M 
did a good job of handling bass below 
its limits, without thumping or rattling. 
At high frequencies, the Type M got a 
little hard-sounding when fed a couple 
hundred watts (admittedly, that’s a lot 
of power), but it never got fuzzy or 
came even close to self-destructing. 

Stress test completed, I simply lis- 
tened to the Type M’s basic sonic qual- 
ity—and, once I’d settled in, I found it 
difficult to tear myself away. It sounded 
amazing from its ““sweet-spot” and al- 
most as good when I moved to one side 
of the room or the other. Male and fe- 
male vocals were especially natural— 
Jennifer Warnes never sounded like she 
had a cold, and Tom Waits was as grav- 
elly as he must be in real life. And vo- 
cal intelligibility was outstanding. 
Horns, reeds, strings, and percussion 
were all clean, clear, and detailed. 

The “soundstage” was solid, extend- 
ing well beyond the outer edges of each 
speaker cabinet and with no midstage 
holes. There was a nice sense of depth 
as well, and the Type Ms did a good 
job of reproducing a sense of spacious- 
ness (given the limitations of a two- 
speaker setup, as opposed to a five- 
speaker surround system). 

Snell really has a beaut in the Type 
M. If a small speaker suits your needs, 
know that these little dynamos can 
handle any role in a home-theater sys- 
tem—main, center (when stood verti- 
cally), and/or surround. Five of them 
plus a high-quality subwoofer would be 
sonic nirvana. If you simply must have 
the best of everything in a small speak- 
er, the Type M has few serious rivals. 

—Tom Nousaine 


6000 


Take Five 
Adcom GFA-6000 
Five-Channel Amplifier 
HE QUESTION “HOW SHOULD I 
power my multichannel home-the- 
ater system?” ranks up there with 
“Ts there life after death?” and 
“Will Sam Donaldson spontaneously 
combust this Sunday?” It’s just that 
there’s so many power-delivery op- 
tions. Adcom’s GFA-6000 takes the 
five-channel approach, which for many 
buyers will make a lot of sense. That’s 
because the layout of the 6000 ($850) 
provides the left, center, right, and 
left/right surround power that’s re- 
quired for a Dolby Pro Logic home- 
theater system, and it delivers it all 
from a single box. 

The 6000’s power ratings are ad- 
mirably solid: 100 watts each for the 
left, center, and right channels and 60 
watts for each of its two surround out- 
puts. These ratings are accompanied by 
rigorous provisions—power is said to 
hold up from 20 to 20,000 Hz with less 
than 0.09 percent THD into 8-ohm 
loads. (Most A/V receivers spec rear 
power only at a more forgiving 1,000 
Hz.) This indicates that the 6000 
should deliver cleaner power, and more 
of it, than even the best similarly rated 
receiver. 

And this is a massive component. It’s 
constructed of heavy-gauge sheet-metal 
all around, with deep heatsinking along 
each side; the amp tips the scales at 
over 31 pounds. You also get high-end 
circuitry, which may be superior to 
what you'll find in a receiver. 

Inside, the 6000’s five discrete-tran- 
sistor outputs share a single large, mul- 
titapped toroidal transformer and a 
group of power-supply filter caps; the 
output transistors are distributed along 
the sides, and construction and quality 
are first-rate all around. Adcom’s 
sturdy design carries over to the exter- 
nals as well—this amp is nicely assem- 
bled and finished, with obvious care 
and good-quality materials. 
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None of the 6000’s channels can be 
bridged to form higher-output chan- 
nels, a feature offered by some compet- 
ing multichannel (and many stereo) 
power amps. This limits your options 
regarding eventual upgrades or other 
system overhauls, but I didn’t get all 
worked up about it, since I’m no great 
fan of bridging in general. 

Like most amplifiers, the 6000 has a 
simple physical layout. Up front, the 
amp proffers a big, solid power switch 
with a central pilot LED. Ten more LEDs 
indicate the onset of distortion and 
when a channel’s thermal-protection 
circuitry has engaged. The rear panel 
presents high-end-approved “‘five-way” 
binding-post outputs for all five chan- 


m GFA-6000 





nels and five corresponding RCA-jack 
inputs. Each input is paired with an ad- 
jacent input-level trim screw. (The 
trims are normally left wide open; typi- 
cally, you’d back them off only in those 
rare situations where your surround- 
sound source doesn’t provide adequate 
level adjustment.) The back panel also 
provides a 10-pin jack that accepts a 
supplied “ADlink” cable, which you’d 
use for connecting all of the channels 
in one fell swoop if you also had one of 
Adcom’s preamp/processor/tuners. 
(Things don’t get much more conve- 
nient than that.) 

Installing the 6000 is child’s play: I 
simply connected my preamp/proces- 
sor to the amp’s inputs and ran speaker 
cables to two three-way tower main 
speakers, a full-range center speaker, 
and two dipole surround speakers, all 
of which have average sensitivity. 

In action (after a 24-hour warmup pe- 
riod), the 6000 performed admirably. 
In its two-channel mode, the amp 
helped my towers produce sound with 
excellent definition, good low-end 
punch, and the slightly warm—yet 
crisp and transparent—sound I’ve come 
to associate with Adcom amps over the 
years. Ultimate power was clearly in 
the expected 100-watt region; though it 
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wasn’t quite as dynamic and punchy 
over the last 1 to 2 dB of available 
loudness as the best two-channel “100- 
watt” amps I’ve experienced, it was ac- 
ceptably close and very musical 
throughout. When the amp was over- 
driven, audible clipping came on grad- 
ually, and the sound remained largely 
clean up to the amp’s limits. 

The 6000 also delivered the goods 
when driving five-channel Pro Logic 
soundtracks. I really couldn’t tell the 
difference, either qualitatively or quan- 
titatively, between, the Adcom and my 
usual setup, which includes three 100- 
watt-per stereo amps. The system 
sounded very coherent—all of the 
channels were well-matched, and nei- 
ther mains, center, nor surrounds 
clipped much before their mates. 

I also compared the 6000 to a high- 
end A/V receiver I had on hand; it’s rat- 
ed to deliver 100 watts x 3 plus 50 x 2 
(that’s identical to the Adcom except 
for a rated 10-watt deficit for the sur- 
rounds). In this case, the 6000 clearly 
delivered more overall impact, clarity, 
and, particularly, low-end grunt in the 
upper reaches of the loudness scale. 
The difference wasn’t dramatic, but it 
was genuine nonetheless. 

The 6000 was virtually dead-quiet 
(even when I put an ear right up against 
one of my main’s tweeters, with no in- 
put), and it was completely free of me- 
chanical buzzing from its transformer. 
In fact, this amp was impressively qui- 
et in every mode and proved altogether 
free of turn-on/off thumps or other rude 
noises, save a mild crackling as its 
power supply discharged after I’d shut 
it off. 

Clearly, Adcom’s GFA-6000 hits on 
all counts: It’s well-conceived, well-ex- 
ecuted, and a fine performer. It’s not 
the least expensive multichannel amp 
you can buy, but there are plenty of 
more expensive models, too. As a mid- 
dle-ground solution to home theater’s 
power question, it strikes an admirable 
balance between generous high-quality 
power, serious performance, and a sim- 
ple, elegant package. ——Daniel Kumin 





Tape Crusader 
Sony SLV-940HF 
VHS VCR 
ET’S GET IT OUT IN THE OPEN: AS 
long as we aren’t talking about edit- 
ing models, the major issue with 
most VCRs in or above the middle 
price range is convenience. Midpriced 
VCRs have no excuse for performing 
poorly; the circuitry that’s required to 
produce great pictures and high-quality 
soundtracks made it down to these 
VCRs a long time ago. The whole ball 
of wax these days is how often a VCR 
makes us get up off the couch. Rest as- 
sured, the SLV-940HF—Sony’s top-of- 
the-line VHS VCR—won’t rouse you 
much from your well-deserved repose. 

The SLV-940HF ($549) simply crows 
convenience. This is the second genera- 
tion of Sony VCRs to feature automat- 
ic clock setting, which is prompted by 
the Extended Data Services TV signal 
currently carried by many PBS affili- 
ates. Other full-time comfort features 
include a cable mouse (for time-shift- 
ing shows via your cable box), VCR 
Plus+ programming, Hi-Fi sound, four- 
head special effects, and a universal re- 
mote. You also get Sony’s shuttle sys- 
tem on both the remote and the VCR 
itself; it plants play and stop buttons in- 
side a variable-speed shuttle ring and, 
though there’s no jog dial, an illuminat- 
ed display enhances shuttle operation. 

The 940HF’s front panel is clean as a 
supermodel’s complexion. The cassette 
slot is concealed behind a fold-down 
door, which contains buttons to control 
channel, quick-timer recording, edit 
mode, and tape speed (SP/EP recording, 
SP/LP/EP playback). Another hinged 
door offers more controls, including an 
EASY SET UP button that delivers on its 
promise. Press it and the VCR’s on- 
screen display guides you along. 

This VCR has more going for it, 
though. If merely watching prerecard- 
ed movies is all you want to do, in fact, 
there are plenty of lesser (and less ex- 
pensive) VCRs that’ll do the trick. 
What really makes the 940HF stand out 








from the pack is its programming and 
editing capabilities. On the program- 
ming side, there’s an eight-event, 1- 
month timer that’s very easy to pro- 
gram and offers the ability to record 
from two different line-input signals as 
well as from the built-in tuner. This 
will be useful for recording from multi- 
ple sources, including an antenna, ca- 
ble, and a satellite system. 
Time-shifters should also appreciate 
the Adaptive Picture Control system, 
which automatically calibrates the 
VCR’s recording circuitry whenever a 
blank tape is inserted. Lancelot Braith- 
waite, VIDEO’s technical editor, says 
APC doesn’t make recordings made 
with a top-grade tape look any better, 
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but it does improve performance with 
bargain-brand tape. 

On the editing side, the 940HF offers 
a full complement of video-insert, au- 
dio-dub, and A/V-insert editing—all of 
which can be orchestrated from either 
the remote or the front panel. One no- 
table omission, however, is a LANC 
(CONTROL-L) remote-control jack (for 
direct connection to an edit controller). 
A simpler Control-S remote-pause jack 
is included for basic synchro-editing 
between two VCRs. 

Picture quality was very good at SP 
speed, with horizontal resolution top- 
ping out at 240 lines, weighted video 
S/N at 50.7 dB, chroma AM at 44.4 dB, 
and chroma PM at 45.5 dB. But it was 
merely good at EP speed (S/N measure- 
ments all dropped 3 to 4 dB); the EP 
falloff was especially apparent with 
off-the-air recordings. On the other 
hand, special-effects quality—with still 
frames, slow motion, and rapid search 
(7X with SP, 21X with EP)—was excel- 
lent. Audio frequency response rolled 
off rather dramatically at the high end 
of the spectrum; the resulting sound 
wasn’t quite as crisp as what I’m used 
to, but it was hardly severe and was 
easily compensated for with my A/V re- 
ceiver’s tone controls. 


Sony’s SLV-940HF covers the perfor- 
mance bases with few shortcomings, 
and it’s incredibly easy to use. You 
may want to look into reupholstering 
your couch—you could be spending a 
lot of time there. — Cliff Roth 


Jurassic Boom 
MTX PSW 101B 
Powered Bass Module 

|N A PERFECT WORLD—ONE IN 

which our living rooms were theater- 

sized, and uttering the word “budget” 

would elicit an amusedly baffled 
“Huh?” from our butlers—we’d all get 
the low bass we need for our home-the- 
ater systems from a couple of 15-inch 
powered subwoofers that artisans re- 
cessed into our living room’s floor- 
boards. As the accountant for Water- 
world can tell you, of course, we surely 
don’t live in a perfect world. Some of 
us have small living rooms, or large liv- 
ing rooms that can’t be cluttered with 
large wooden boxes. And some of us 
don’t have a big chunk of change to 
drop on a couple of huge powered sub- 
woofers. If any of this sounds familiar, 
know that there’s no cause to give up 
hope—you can get some help for bass- 
challenged main speakers. And MTX’s 
PSW101B can show you the way. 

The PSW101B ($400) is a well-ap- 
pointed powered bass module, which is 
our term for a speaker that produces 
nothing but low bass without producing 
the very lowest audible octave and a 
half or so. The ported cabinet, which 
measures 17.4 x 18.75 x 19 inches 
(h/w/d), employs a 12-inch woofer and 
an 80-watt power amplifier (rated, into 
4 ohms). You can certainly find smaller 
bass modules for the money, but they 























probably won’t kick out as much bass 
as the 101B. 

An active low-pass crossover lets you 
pick the frequency at which the woofer 
starts working. The 101B also includes 
speaker-terminal connections tied to a 
passive high-pass crossover, which cuts 
off the low frequencies produced by 
your main speakers. Other controls in- 
clude a two-position phase switch and 
a level knob. 

Test signals showed that the 101B 
belted out 105 dB sPL before distortion 
got troublesome, and it reached down 
to 43 Hz at full output. You can get a 
few more decibels and can go 10 or 
even 15 Hz lower with similarly sized 
powered subwoofers, but they all cost 
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$200 to $300 more than the 101B. And 
this module gets louder than several 
other modules costing $100 more than 
it does. 

Fire up some movies or music and 
MTX’s PSW101B can’t hide its rock- 
and-roll roots. You really get some 
good shakes with the special effects in 
Jurassic Park, and the 101B does a 
great job with rock, R&B, electric coun- 
try, and rap music. If you want to raise 
a ruckus and dollars are tight, the 101B 
delivers. —Tom Nousaine 





























APARTMENT 4-C JusT 
INSTALLED OuR NEw 1200 Watt 
THEATER AMPLIFIER. 















Our HCA-1206 is easily one of the most powerful THX certified home 
theater amplifiers in the world. It has an overwhelming 200 watts on each 
of 6 channels at 4 ohms, or 135 watts per channel at 8 ohms. 
gp * But we feel that such power is useless if it only makes your ears bleed. So we called on legendary 
a> Pcircuit designer John Curl to bring high-end audio sophistication to home theater. 

Plus, if you toggle a few input switches, you'll have the ideal multi-zone stereo amplifier. You 
. can even switch it to a5 or 4 channel amp, delivering over 350 watts per bridged channel. So please 
! bé careful with your HCA-1206. If not for your sake, then for the sake of your neighbors. 


> - PARASOUND 


affordable audio for the critical listener 


LUCASFEILM 


Parasound Products, Inc. 950 Battery Street, San Francisco, CA 94111 © 415-397-7100 © Fax 41 5-397-0144 © THX is a registered trademark of Lucasfilm, Ltd. 
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cut and paste 

ro-style editing features—like flying erase heads for 

insert editing, audio dubbing, and random assemble : 
editing with a sound monitor—highlight JVC’s HR-VP628U 
Hi-Fi VCR ($499). The VP628U uses Oval-Cut DA-4 video 
heads, said to eliminate ghosts and deliver noise-free 
special effects. Programming is aided by the VCR Plus+ 
system and Cable Eye cable-box controller. Ultra Spec 
Drive is said to improve tape stability while cutting 
fast-forward and rewind times in half. Features include 
a front-panel jog/shuttle dial and audio input-level 
controls. Circle 109 on reader service card W 





widebody a 
ioneer expands your rear-projection options 
with their Series-85 ProVision line, which 
resides one rung below the company’s topnotch 
Elite line. The SD-P6085K ($4,199) is a 60-inch 





widescreen ProVision set based on the polk classic 

manufacturer's Cinema Wide System, which has ich sound and big bass from a slender tower 

an aspect ratio of 16:10.7. Images are said to be was Polk’s goal with their RT12 ($799.a pair). 

brighter and sharper thanks to short-focus hybrid The RT12 stands about 37 x 8.3 x 12.5 inches | 
lenses, and the Intelligent System Control scheme (h/w/d), is shielded so that it can be placed near a | 


TV set, and utilizes PowerPort technology to help 
it deliver deep bass. Each cabinet features one 
1-inch dome tweeter and two 6.5-inch woofers. 
Circle 111 on reader service card W 


uses a revamped remote and clever on-screen 
menus. Circle 110 on reader service card 





control central a 

cIntosh’s CR12 multizone A/V preamp ($3,000) can 

simultaneously route a different A/V source to as 
many as four rooms or zones in your home. System control 
is eased by supplied room/zone sensors and a wireless 
remote control or by wall-mount keypads. As many as six 
CRI12s can be daisy-chained for large-scale applications. 
And the distinctive glow of green lights will tell everyone 
in the room that a mighty McIntosh is running the show. 
Circle 112 on reader service card 
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chip service a 
nkyo’s A-SV620 A/V integrated amplifier ($650) employs a digital 
surround-sound chip developed by Motorola. The SV620 
delivers 120 watts x 2 or 75 x 3 plus 25 x 2. Digitally derived Dolby Pro 
Logic and four other digital surround modes are on tap. Connections 
include three video and six audio inputs. The wireless Remote 
Interactive remote control is supplied. Circle 113 on reader service card 


A guide cog | 
agnavox has built a StarSight decoder into its VRT762 
four-head Hi-Fi VCR ($499). Subscribe to StarSight’s 

service and you can display comprehensive program guides 
on-screen. A full week’s worth of programming information can 
be scanned at any one time, including detailed show descriptions, 
show titles with time remaining, and programs sorted by theme. 
Recording any program is a one-button affair via the supplied 
remote control, and a record list helps you keep track of 


your plans. Circle 114 on reader service card 


<table talk 

itsubishi’s TS-5087 

($3,899, shown atop 
an optional stand) offers 
big rear-projection | 
images in a convenient | 
tabletop format. The 
50-inch set, which 
measures 25.25 inches 
deep and weighs 143 
pounds, features three 
7-inch CRTs and the 3D 
Y/C comb filter, which is 
said to be superior to 
other digital comb filters. 
Convenience features 
include dual-tuner PIP, 
the StarSight on-screen 
program guide, and the 
Viewpoint Ill operating 
system. Circle 116 on reader 
service card 





pack attack « 


anton’s Fonissimo 4 home-theater 


speaker package ($1,295) is based on 
their Fonissimo subwoofer/satellite system. 
Starting with two satellites and a subwoofer 
(shown), the system adds a center speaker and 
a second, identical pair of satellites. Each 
satellite, which stands 4.9 inches tall, employs 
a 4-inch midrange and a coaxially mounted 
1-inch tweeter; the sub has two 7-inch woofers, 
and the center speaker is a two-way bass- 


h reflex type. Circle 115 on reader service card 
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AND 41996 SUBARU SUX FROM Jue 


Win a trip on Northwest TO ENTER: Call 1 800 JVC-WINS 


Airlines to see the 1996 Call 1800 JVC-WINS. Get a personal Match Call 1 800 JVC-WINS. Get your personal 
of VC NEPe4 Festival in London, participating JVC retailer, and compare itto Grand Prize. 


Paris, Rome and The ber matches, you've won the European Call now. You could be an instant winner. 
Holiday and the new, 230 hp, Subaru. Or bring this entry form to your nearest JVC 
ee plus ekead There are over 1,000 other prizes... TVs, Gals 
; e ver 1, ans: § 
Subaru SVX LSi! Stereos, and lots more! : Hurry! All calls and entries must be 


JVC 


; Feshival 


& Win number. Bring your number to any Match & Win number for the fabulous 


the JVC Jazz Festival Display. If your num- 


received by August 21, 1995. 
































OFFICIAL 2ND CHANCE SWEEPSTAKES ENTRY FORM 


(Please print, and bring to your nearest JVC retailer) St ere O Revi ew 
NORTHWEST 


ABT Bis waem teens SN eS Sh See ACRE NESS 
Address: 


City: 
ry to: JVC Jazz Festival 2nd 


Home phone #: ( srica, Elmwood Park, Nd 07407 

















uasar’s SP3117 31-inch TV set (price not available at 

© nana employs a SuperBlack picture tube, said 

to provide a deeper contrast setting against which colors and 
details are able to stand out clearly. The set also features im- 
proved color phosphors, said to result in purer reds and more 
natural greens. Features include two A/V inputs, one S-Video 


input, and single-tuner PIP. Circle 118 on reader service card 





ee peakercraft places the 
mirror-imaged I-inch 
soft-dome tweeter in their 
Model 6.5MIT in-wall speaker 
($465 a pair) off-axis of the 
6.5-inch dual-voice-coil woofer 
to minimize diffraction and 
interference. The tweeter can 
also be aimed toward the 
listening area, overcoming 
less-than-ideal positioning. 
Circle 119 on reader service card 
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ltec Lansing fleshes out their Voice of the Theatre speaker line with the 

PSW21 powered bass module ($299). The module features a 12-inch dual- 
voice-coil driver that’s powered by a 100-watt (rated) amplifier. The PSW21 is said 
to be timbre-matched to the company’s other Theatre-line speakers, for seamless 


surround performance. Circle 117 on reader service card 


EF pursues bottom- 
Koo. bass and 
accurate imaging with their 
Model Four tower speaker 
($5,000 a pair). Six drivers are 
utilized in each shielded 
four-way cabinet, including two 
10-inch woofers, two 6-inch 
midbasses, and the Uni-Q 
coincident midrange/tweeter, 
which plants a 1-inch tweeter in 
the center of a 6-inch midrange. 
The Four, which stands 47.8 
inches tall, uses the InterPort 
coupled-cavity vent to kick out 
low frequencies. Circle 120 on 
reader service card 
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JVC's new Triple Tray feature makes changing 
the music in our RC-XC1 Portable 3-Disc 
CD Changer as easy as changing 
your mind. Triple Tray’s front- 
loading operation gives you 
clear access to all your 
| _ CDs, letting you replace 
\ up to 2 discs while one 
- keeps playing. That means 
there’s always non-stop 
music, even when you stop 
to change CDs. Triple Tray 
¥ makes the RC-XC1 the easiest, 
~ fastest CD Changer you can find 

llale-W ele) at-lo) [<M er-(e1.¢-le [on 
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_ JVC's RC-XC1 also features an AM/FM 
. Digital Tuner w/30 Presets, Cassette 
Deck w/Synchro-Start Recording, 
Multi-Bass Horn On/Off for adding 
extra bass, and 4 Preset EQ Settings 
to customize your listening perience. 


Along with unmatched convenience, the RC-XC1 
features a 1-Bit D/A Converter that’s an example of 
JVC digital audio technology at its finest. So change 
not only comes easy, it sounds better too. 
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41 Slater Drive, Elmwood Park, NJ 07407 
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The world’s first 


20x rock-steady 
optical zoom. 


Nothing comes closer 
to perfection. 


ith Canon’s exclusive 20x optical zoom, the ES 2000 not only 
brings you closer to the action, it brings you closer to perfection 
than any ordinary camcorder can. That’s because our 20x zoom uses 
Canon’s Optical Image Stabilization system to steady the image. 
More effective than electronic stabilizing methods, Canon’s Opti- 
cal Image Stabilization counteracts shaking before the image passes 
through the lens. So there’s never the loss of picture quality that you 
experience with some elec- 
tronic systems. And Optical 
Image Stabilization main- 
tains image clarity through- 
out the entire zoom range. 1a 
Olcnamte the #52000 cise mdudtantaadren 
is a rock-steady choice for other reasons too. It’s the first camcorder 
ever to feature Canon’s exclusive new FlexiZone AF and FlexiZone AE 
systems—advanced new auto focus and auto exposure features that, 
with just a touch of a button, allow you to shift focus and 
exposure to any subject, anywhere in the frame. 











WH 





$2000 


The new ES 2000 with 20x Optical zoom, Optical Image Stabilization and color viewfinder 18 VIDEO CAMCORDER 


When you add to that the fact that the ES 2000 comes with a color 
viewfinder and records in the superior Hi8 format, you begin to realize 
that perfection is a whole lot closer than you think. For more informa- 
tion on any of our Hi8 camcorders, call 1-800-828-4040. 





Simulated demonstration © 1995 Canon U.S.A., Inc. 
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TREN DS & TECHN 


The New Wave in Camcorders 
Boasts Performance and Value 

IBS ARE CRISPING ON THE BARBIE, FRISBEES ARE 

flying, and everybody’s heading to the beach—it’s 

not a Baywatch rerun, so it must be summer. Tradi- 
tionally, summer is when hot new camcorders make the 
scene, and this year is no different. Hoping to hunt down a 
camcorder that’s just right for you? You'll find that new 
features and price reductions in all component categories 
make this a season to remember. 

The feature trends are heady, and performance and con- 
venience are on tap thanks to longer optical zooms, 
brighter color viewfinders, and other refinements in 
recording and stabilization. A few manufacturers are 
breaking the price barrier with tiny no-frills models—3xX 
zoom and optical viewfinders are typical—that are ex- 
tremely easy to use. Take GE’s Images CG400 and 
Sanyo’s VM-PS12 (both 8mm models) as well as JVC’s 
EZ-1 VHS-C model, all of which may be discounted as 
low as $400. Camcorders with a 10X or 12X zoom are ex- 
pected to have a street price of $599 or less this summer, 
while models with color viewfinders should be priced as 
low as $699. Though most serious camcorder users are 
willing to pay for truly useful features, even loaded LCD- 
screen and Hi8 camcorders are taking 
the price plunge. 


8MM IS ENOUGH 

Leading the 8mm sortie is Sony, 
which is celebrating the 10th anniver- 
sary of their Handycam line. The com- 
pany has significantly revamped their 
offerings in the ultra-compact TR (for 
“travel”) size. And they’ve introduced a 
moderately featured Hi8 model, the 
CCD-TR100 ($1,095), that offers 12x 
power zoom. But the hottest goods hail 



















Hitachi’s 
VM-H71A 


from the Vision Series, a three-model lineup that boasts, 
in addition to a conventional black-and-white viewfinder, a 
side-mounted 3- or 4-inch color LCD screen that flips out 
for action. This year’s Visionaries—the CCD-TRV30 
($1,099; see “VideoTests,” June 1995), CCD-TRV40 
($1,299), and the Hi8 CCD-TRV70 ($1,900; see page 
64)—are said to be 20 percent smaller, more flexible, and 
less expensive than previous TR models. (Note that Nikon 
offers the VN-400, a CCD-TRV30 clone, for $1,099.) The 
flip-out LCD is especially convenient—it rotates 270 de- 
grees, flips the image when you’ve turned the screen 180 
degrees, and nestles into the cam’s body screen-side in, for 
protection and storage, or screen-side out, for viewing. 
Seven Handycam models—including the two top Vision 
models as well as the CCD-TR83 ($999) and CCD-TR600 
($1,299)—-grab images with a “hyper-precision” CCD 
imaging device that boasts 470,000 (gross) pixels. Sony 
says the upgraded CCD captures higher-resolution images 
as well as improves digital zooms and picture stabiliza- 
tion. SteadyShot optical image-stabilization circuits are 
said to eliminate the effects of shaky hands without the 
compromise in picture quality or the image cropping that 
occurs with some electronic stabilization systems. 
Quick-cut shots familiar from MTV or NBC’s Homicide 
are possible with every new Handycam, which feature a 
recording mode that automatically lim- 


its shots to 5-second durations. And 
special-effects modes are proliferating, 


including funhouse-mirror modes that 
make subjects look skinnier or tubbier 
than they really are. Finally, a disap- 
pearing-button act makes Handycams 
seem less imposing: Membrane-style 
playback buttons glow orange when 
needed but disappear when you're 
recording. 

Canon has a few slick Hi8 and 8mm 
tricks up their sleeve as well. The Flexi- 




































within a frame to anot 
moving your camera or altering the pic- 
torial content one bit. First, you decide 
which area within the viewfinder’s field 
should have optimized focus and/or ex- 
posure, Then you use an on-screen cur- 
sor, guided by an eight-way rocker con- 
trol that’s on the cam’s back (within easy 
reach of your left thumb), to define this 
area for focusing; to optimize exposure, 
just tap a button above the rocker. 

The FlexiZone rocker can be found on 
Canon’s ES2000 Hi8 cam ($1,600). It’s a 
’ full-featured model that also benefits 
from the world’s longest optical zoom— 
a staggering 20X power job. Pictures, 
even extra-tight shots, are kept steady 
thanks to the proprietary Optical Image 
Stabilization system. FlexiZone AF/AE 
can also be found on the ES-600 ($899) 
and ES-550 ($799) 8mm models; both 
offer 12X power zoom and what’s billed 
as “the world’s widest” wide-angle con- 
verter. The ES-600 also includes a color 
viewfinder. 

Sharp addresses complaints of LCD 
washout in outdoor scenarios with six 
new 8mm Viewcam models, all of which 
feature a l-percent reflectivity screen 
(previously available only on the top-of- 
the-line VLH-410U) that’s said to glow 
brightly even in direct sunlight. The new 
models also boast improved picture qual- 
ity, lighter chassis, and simplified con- 
trols (especially for adjusting playback 
volume); their priciest models offer digi- 
tal 20X power zoom. 

Best of all, Sharp’s prices have dropped 
significantly across the board: For exam- 
ple, the VLH-420U ($1,899), a 4-inch- 
LCD Hi8 model, costs much less than its 
predecessor, and the company’s least ex- 
pensive 3-inch-LCD cams, the VLE-33U 
($1,099) and VLE-37U ($1,299), repre- 
sent a $100 savings over last year’s mod- 
els. The 37U is the one to watch, as it of- 
fers 16:9 framing, a two-speed zoom, 
and a “blockshot” option that automati- 
cally cuts and fades shots in 10-second 
intervals. 

Finally, Sharp pushes the envelope with 
the VLH-450U ($2,499), which comes 
with the Viewcam Teleport docking sta- 
tion. It facilitates a quick connection to 
your TV and AC power, and it automati- 
cally recharges the cam’s lithium-ion 
battery. The coolest part, though, is that 
the Teleport transmits video stills across 
conventional phone lines to a similar 
Teleport station; the stills can be passed 
along by the 450U’s imaging device or 
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r, all without 








The 3m marching Ges from Hi- 
_ tachi, Minolta, and Thomson attack the 


pecnlen: of user frustration. Their sur-_ 
veys indicate that battery drain is the 


number-one complaint voiced by cam- 
corder owners—whenever they want to 
use their cam, the Ni-Cd battery is dead. 
New cams from these manufacturers run 
for | hour on six fresh AA batteries; im- 
proved super-alk’line batteries that de- 
liver at least 80 minutes of recording are 
expected this summer. 

Every new 8mm cam from these manu- 
facturers also includes Instant Zoom, 
which digitally enlarges the picture by a 
factor of 1.5. Trigger it at the end of the 
lens’ 12X optical-zoom range and you'll 
find yourself looking at an 18X closeup. 
Instant Zoom also ups these cams’ digi- 
tal zoom functions—so a digital 24x 
closeup can instantly become a 36X pow- 
er enlargement. When their lenses are 
“pulled back,” these cams deliver an un- 
usually wide viewpoint—a 47.5-degree 
horizontal lens angle that’s said to get 
more bodies or scenery into the picture. 
(Most 12X lenses achieve a 38- to 39-de- 
gree view in the wide-angle position.) 

The trio’s cams also offer 16-bit digital 
signal processing and high-performance 
amorphous heads. Top-of-the-line mod- 
els—like the 8mm Hitachi VM-ES10A 
($799), Minolta Master 8-862 ($1433), 
and RCA PRO-942 ($899) as well as the 
Hi8 Hitachi VM-H710A and RCA PRO- 
884HB (both $1,099)—add a color 
viewfinder and electronic image stabi- 
lization. If you’re heading from turf to 
the surf, Hitachi’s VM-H81A Hi8 cam 
($2,099) is packed into an airtight “buoy- 
ancy-neutral” housing that’s said to be 
impervious to moisture. Also separating 
this cam from the pack—and your TV— 
is an optical signal sender that transmits 
video and audio (via IR) across the room 
to a supplied set-top receiver. 

Samsung pushes the 8mm price enve- 
lope with the SCX-815 ($699). It boasts 
a 12x zoom, a 113,000-pixel color view- 
finder, a high-speed shutter, three levels 
of colorization, and a four-mode auto-ex- 
posure function. It even has a manual fo- 
cus ring—a rare find in this price range. 


COMPACT WITH AMERICA 
Price/performance comparisons make 
VHS-C camcorders a terrific value this 
summer. Take GE’s CG505 ($599) and 
its RCA cousin, the CC612 ($699). Both 
deliver 12X variable-speed optical zoom, 
an auto-exposure dial with nine preset 
recording modes, eight preprogrammed 
titles plus a one-page titler, a 16:9 re- 





The GE CG515 ($699) adds a 113, 000. 
pixel color viewfinder. 


RCA’s CC616 ($799) ups the ante with 
a built-in 4-watt light and a wireless re- 
mote. The company’s CC620 ($999) 
piles on electronic image stabilization, a 
24X continuous zoom, 120X digital zoom, 
digital special effects (like strobe and 
“Classic Cinema”), and random assem- 
ble editing. 

JVC, which builds VHS-C models for 
GE, Minolta, and RCA, offers random 
assemble editing on every one of its own 
models, starting with the GR-AX200U 
($800); you'll find this feature on Minol- 
ta’s C-532 ($957) as well. Several JVC 
and Minolta cams also feature Intelligent 
Function Controls, which group many 
key functions into a simple three-button 
array that’s linked to an LCD readout. 

Animation and time-lapse features 
mark JVC’s GR-AX800U ($1,000) and 
GR-AX900U ($1,100). The Snapshot 
mode records digital stills (complete 
with a white border), while Motor Drive 
freezes the action in a series of still 
frames as a still-camera’s hyperactive 
motor drive would. The AX900U also 
boasts a high-resolution color viewfinder 
that’s said to boost its pixel count by 77 
percent over previous models (to 
113,000 and change, now industry-stan- 
dard). 

JVC’s GR-SZ9 ($1,900) is the only 
new Super VHS-C model we’ve spotted 
this season. It builds on the company’s 
highly regarded predecessor (the GR- 
SZ7) with a high-resolution 570,000-pix- 
el CCD image-sensor, extra-smart digital 
signal processing of focus, white bal- 
ance, and exposure, 100X digital zoom 
with digital image stabilization, and a 
vast selection of fades and wipes—plus 
Hi-Fi stereo sound. 

Zoomers will love the new VHS-C 
models from Panasonic and Magnavox, 
since they offer 14X optical-zoom lens- 
es—an industry first for VHS-C models. 
Cams with 14X zooms include Panason- 
ic’s PV-IQ205 ($699), which also has a 
large video head, a high-speed shutter, 
and factory-preset date/time (out of the 
box, all of Panasonic’s new Palmcorders 
display East Coast time, but it’s easily 
switched by time zone). Magnavox’s 
CVT-620AV ($700) includes most of the 
same features, though it lacks the auto- 
matic date/time function; their CVT- 
640AV ($800) adds a color viewfinder 
and an eight-function wireless remote 
control. 

Panasonic’s PV-D705 Palmcorder XL 























_ And full-size makers are rewarding our 
loyalty with generous price reductions. | 
GE’s CG886 ($599) is an old-fashioned 
8X optical-zoom model, while Sam- 
sung’s SCF-765 ($649) packs a 12x 
zoom, a 113,000-pixel color viewfinder, 
a 2-hour battery, a high-speed shutter, 


A/V dubbing, and a character generator/ 
titler. 

Panasonic brings its 14X power zoom 
lens to the full-size VHS arena in three 
new models that measure less than 3.5 
inches wide: the PV-940 ($699), PV-950 
($799), which includes a 116,150-pixel 


color viewfinder, and the top-of-the-line — 


PV-960 ($899), which zooms digitally 
from 14:1 to 20:1 and uses electronic im- 
age stabilization to smooth the transi- 
tion. A center-mount handle and re- 
versible viewfinder make all three 
models equally suited for right-handers 
and southpaws. 

Hitachi’s VM-3800 ($799) luxuriates 
in a 100X digital Instant Zoom, a color 
viewfinder, a two-line/two-page titler, 
third-generation DsP, a universal remote, 


You NEVER KNOW WHEN YOU'LL NEED A 
FULLY CHARGED CAMCORDER BATTERY. 


16:9 recording, and a built-in light. Most 


of these features are also offered by the 
company’s entry-level model, the VM- 
1800 ($599). 

Whatever you do, don’t let the summer 
heat dull your senses. The shaky 
yen/dollar relationship is as likely to de- 
teriorate further as it is to improve, so 
there’s no time like the present to take 
advantage of these great camcorder bar- 
gains. Tell em David Hasselhoff sent 

—Jonathan Takiff 





Life’s full of surprises. What shouldn't be a surprise is a dead battery just when you want to record that once-in-a-lifetime 


shot. ** That’s why we created the Lenmar RediCell™, the only camcorder battery designed to keep on charging until you need it. 


Since it’s a NoMEM® battery, it won’t build up a memory like nickel-cadmiums, so it can remain charging day after day and 


' ig C1: . 
always deliver 100% at a moment's notice. “® Sort of like your adrenaline. ** Ask your Lenmar de: 


Battery. * So you can be ready for whatever memorable event sneaks up on you next. 


for the new RediCell 


LENMARE 


PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 


For the name of your nearest Lenmar dealer, and a catalog of our other Camcorder Performance Products call: 800/424-2703 ©1995 Lenmar Enterprises, Inc. 
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merson’s CG5703 video/photo tripod ($80) offers a quick-release mount/ 
dismount bracket to speed equipment setup, while the “camera-safe” locking 
platform holds your gear securely in place. There’s also a fluid panhead (with bubble 
level) for smooth movement, a large easy-grip elevator crank, easy-adjust leg 
clamps, and adjustable outdoor feet. The CG5703’s height is 59 inches when fully ex- 
tended, 25.5 inches when retracted. Circle 121 on reader service card 








Ss“ TRV70 ($1,900) combines Hi8 perfor- 
mance with a 4-inch “SwivelScreen” color 
LCD viewfinder/monitor, which rotates a full 270 
degrees for multi-angle or self-recording; a tradi- 
tional black-and-white viewfinder is also provid- 









ideographers seeking a cool 
View monitor should investi- 
ed. Other features include a high-resolution 
470,000-pixel ccD, Hi-Fi stereo sound, image 
stabilization with horizontal and vertical motion 


gate Sharp’s Model 4M-T30 LCD 
TV ($599). The compact unit, 


which measures only 4.6 x 6.6 x 
sensors, 24X digital zoom, and seven special- 


1.8 inches and weighs just 1.1 
effects modes. Circle 122 on reader service card 





pounds without batteries, offers a 
4-inch TFT active matrix color 
screen, full VHF/UHF channel re- 
ception, A/V input terminals, and a 
1.1-inch speaker. An AC power 
adaptor is provided; a car adap- 
tor, rechargeable battery pack, 
and sun shield are optional. Circle 

1 L mer . 123 on reader service card 
fD 2reronic’s PV-S4580 S-VHS editing VCR ($1,099) is 

packed with high-end features, including a digital 
time-base corrector (TBC) that reduces picture jitter. As- 
semble editing lets users define up to eight video seg- 
ments, which are then transmitted via an IR signal to the 
recording VCR for automatic editing. A synchro-editing 
connector permits precise coordination with similarly 
equipped decks, and A/V dubbing accommodates add-on 
sound and/or video. Special video circuitry and DynAmor- 
phous heads are said to significantly reduce picture noise. 
Circle 124 on reader service card 
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JVC's GR-SZ9 represents the latest refinements in WZ 

















quality, creativity, and simplicity. Like a 
bright F1.2 lens and Digital Signal 
Processing for stunningly clear high- 
definition images — ideal for Super 
VHS high-resolution regerdifig. Ae “ 
wider-than-ever,sel ction of digi- 
tal special Recs that let you 

shoot professional style videos. 

And interactive in-viewfinder 

menus that make operation 
more user friendly than ever. The 
GR-SZ9 Compact Super VHS Hi- 
Fi Stereo Camcorder. It’s excellence 
redefined. Definitely by JVC. 











® 


GR-SZ9u 


Super VHS Heo Technically Perfect. Perfectly Simple. 
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Class 


Useful features and 


a nice price mark 


Panasonic’s PV-1Q305 





HEAR THAT? IT’S THE SOUND OF TRULY USEFUL 


$01 


technology trickling down to budget-priced camcorders. 
Leading the techno-charge are color electronic 


viewfinders and extended zoom ratios, both of which 
used to reside exclusively in nosebleed territory with the high-end 
cams. Fortunately, features don’t have to come at the cost of 
performance. Case in point: Panasonic’s PV-IQ305 VHS-C 


Palmcorder. It includes a color finder and a 14X zoom lens, and it 


also offers an integral sliding lens 
cover, automatic time and date set- 
ting, a self-diagnostics mode, and 
lots of other practical conveniences. 
And picture quality is very good for 
a cam in this price range. 

Given its price ($799), the 1Q305’s 
feature package really is remarkable; 
though its ticket is only slightly high- 
er than that of truly bare-bones mod- 
els, it delivers much more than they 
do. In addition to point-and-shoot 
simplicity and automated operations, 
there are some unexpected manual 
controls, like those for shutter and 
focus. And the contrast-type TTL auto 
focus is quite fast, taking little time 
to get where it wants to go; minimum 


auto-focus distance is 0.5 inch and 
34 inches for wide-angle and tele- 
photo, respectively. 

Purists aren’t crazy about color 
viewfinders, of course. Color models 
have lower resolution than their 
black-and-white counterparts, and 
some find that this makes manual fo- 
cusing more difficult. And though 
that can be true with some cams, I 
didn’t have any problems here; dis- 
cerning fine focus in both the auto- 
matic and manual-focus modes was 
simple. As focus mechanisms im- 
prove (and the IQ305 proves that it’s 
happening), arguments against color 
LCDs will be hard to justify. In any 
case, color finders are here to stay. 





From where I sit, that’s good news: 
It’s just more fun to shoot when a 
color finder is onboard. 

The 1Q305’s finder displays zoom 
ratio, battery and tape-remaining in- 
dicators, transport mode, record- and 
shutter-speed indicators, a 10-second 
reminder, VCR mode, as well as 
time and date. This information can 
also be monitored on-screen when 
the cam is connected to a TV. The 
clock/calendar is preset at the factory 
for Eastern Standard Time, which is 
a nice amenity right out of the box; 


jumping to another time zone is easi- 


ly done via the finder’s menu. The 
cam even automatically adjusts for 
Daylight Savings Time twice a year. 
Measuring 4.6 x 4.2 x 6.8 inches 
(h/w/d) and weighing 1.9 pounds, the 
305 is comfortable to hold and easy 
to operate. The finder is housed in a 
stalk; it offers both diopter-focus and 
brightness controls. The stalk folds 
back against the camcorder body, 
providing access to the 1Q305’s play- 
back controls, which are laid out on 
the stalk’s underside in an oval pat- 
tern that’s compact but easy to navi- 


BY STEWART APPLEGATH 
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gate. The still-function button, which 
freezes images on playback, is located 
just above the VTR buttons. 

Though unorthodox, Panasonic’s po- 
sitioning of the playback controls 
works. After all, you can’t use a cam- 
corder for recording and playback si- 
multaneously. It’s true that most manu- 
facturers locate these buttons on the 
main body of their cams, but I found 
the 1Q305’s VTR setup (carried over 
from last year’s line) to be very easy to 
use; in fact, it often reminded me of us- 
ing a remote control. 

The other main camera controls run 
along the 305’s spine. The centrally po- 
sitioned fader, high-speed-shutter, and 
backlight buttons are easy to find and 
use without hunting while you’re 
shooting. The fade control (to or from 
black) is triggered by the main stand- 
by/record button: If you push the fader 
button while shooting, audio and video 
will fade out the next time you push 
the trigger button to stop recording; if 
you push the fader button when you 
aren’t shooting, they’ll fade in the next 
time you start recording. The fully au- 
tomatic shutter is defeated by pressing 
the high-speed-shutter button; speeds 
range from one-sixtieth of a second 
(normal) all the way up to a bodacious 
one-ten-thousandth of a second. The 
backlight button simply makes shoot- 
ing easier: Once pushed, it stays en- 
gaged until you defeat it. 

The manual-focus thumbwheel and 
automatic-focus-override button are 
conveniently located on the front of the 
cam, just below the lens; their location 
means that roving fingers won’t acci- 
dentally find their way into your shots, 





which can happen with lens-ring focus 
mechanisms. The main VTR/camera- 
mode power switch is located close by, 
which means that it’s out of harm’s 
way during shooting. When you shift 
the power switch to CAMERA, the shut- 
ter-type lens cover snaps out of sight. 
As on the last few generations of Palm- 
corders, the 1Q305’s wireless remote 


The four-speed 
power zoom 

is hip, increasing 
flexibility 

in a variety of 
situations. 


control is hidden in a slot in the cam’s 
side; this smart touch makes it easy to 
keep track of this relatively tiny acces- 
sory. A “hot shoe” designed to secure 
and power an accessory light can be 
found above the lens. 

The 14X zoom magnification (5.3 to 
74.2 mm) is one of the highest ratios 
I’ve seen (except for units that feature 
digital zoom enhancement). The IQ305 
also features a great four-speed power 
zoom that increases shooting flexibility 
in a variety of situations. Many manu- 
facturers simplify this feature down to 
a two-speed mechanism, which often 
leaves me wanting more choices—“too 
fast” or “too slow” just aren’t good op- 
tions. The extra gradations offered by 
the IQ305 are very welcome amenities. 

If I could wish two features onto the 


PANASONIC PV-IQ: 
Component type: VHS-C camcorder 
Price: $799 
Target: Convenience-minded camcorder users 


KEY FEATURES 
m Color viewfinder m 14X zoom m Four zoom speeds # Manual fo 
d shutter-speed options m Shutter speed can be set to one-ten-t 
a second m Automatic calendar/time readout m Wireless remot 


SUMMARY 
ackage is remarkable for the price m The zoom h 


nm Offers good 


icture 





1Q305, it’d have RCA input and output 
jacks instead of a single A/V output 
(which requires an adaptor cable); I’d 
use them to record material from other 
sources, especially now that VHS-C 
tapes come in 40-minute cassettes that 
run up to 2 hours (movie-length) in the 
SLP mode. I’d also add a user-defeat- 
able counter/readout for both the re- 
cord and playback modes; the 1Q305 
offers only a 10-second-interval re- 
minder for the record mode, and the 
dual-mode readout would make it easi- 
er to track what you've shot. In fair- 
ness, these are minor flaws in an other- 
wise thoughtful and logical package. 

The 1Q305’s 0.25-inch CCD recorded 
good-quality pictures at both the sp 
and SLP speeds; color accuracy was 
good, if slightly undersaturated. I did 
notice some some color bleeding as 
well as some luminance noise. Record- 
ed picture resolution measured 240 
lines, which is good for the format. 
Minimum illumination measured 1.6 
lux for 50 IRE. 


Ee 
BY THE NUMBERS 


Measurements by Berger—Braithwaite Labs 


Horizontal resolution: camera, 320 lines; 
viewfinder, 270 lines; recorder, 240 lines 

Picture S/N (SP): unweighted video, 43.1 
dB; weighted video, 46.2 dB; chroma AM, 
43.8 dB; chroma PM, 43 dB 

Picture S/N (SLP): unweighted video, 38.2 
dB; weighted video, 45.7 dB; chroma AM, 
43.3 dB; chroma PM, 42.5 dB 


Linear mono sound is on tap. The 
cam’s audio performance was slightly 
below average, due to the quality of the 
built-in mono electret-condenser mi- 
crophone; it also picked up some tape- 
transport noise. There are no jacks for 
an external microphone or headphones, 
though their absence isn’t unusual giv- 
en the cam’s price. 


INEXPENSIVE CAMCORDERS HAVE COME 
a long way, as Panasonic’s PV-IQ305 
ably proves. It feels comfortable when 
you heft it, and it’s simple to use. And 
it has truly desirable high-end features 
like a color viewfinder and 14x 
zoom—unimaginable perks at this 
price only a year ago. Though its audio 
capabilities could stand some improve- 
ment, that’s a small tradeoff consider- 
ing the alternatives. The 1Q305 is a fine 
performer and a very good value. a 
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hat’s behind your wall outlets can kill. Itcan kill | FEATURES INCLUDE: 
performance. It can kill video equipment. But you —_* Protection for 6 AC outlets 
can protect your video components with the —. gmyrrtnoise reduction 
COAXMAXe6 PLUS Surge Protector/Line Conditioner - ° Amplified coax signal , 


from Panamax. The COAXMAX 6 PLUS filters out * Ground OK & Line Fault 
diagnostic lights 


EMI/REI noise, for better picture & better sound. —, acter on/off switch 
And it protects from surges and spikes - even lightning + Always-on outlet 


strikes - so effectively Panamax backs it with a 
LIFETIME, $5 MILLION CONNECTED 
: EQUIPMENT WARRANTY! 





MADE IN USA 
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PANAMAX. @ 


150 MITCHELL BLVD., SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903 * 415-499-3900 * USA & CANADA 800-472-5555 * FAX 415-472-5540 





+ Panamax, MAX 1000+ and the Panamax logo are trademarks of Panamax, Inc. All other trademarks and registered trademarks are of their respective companies. © 1995 Panamax, Inc. All rights reserved 
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Gump Happens, Judy Rides Again, Bare Witness 


FORREST GUMP 

INCE FORREST GUMP IS A CERTIFIED 
s... (it’s already surpassed 
Star Wars to become the third-highest- 
grossing film of all time), let’s not fret 
over “What It Says About Us” and get 
right to the chocolate, er, heart of the 
matter. The 142-minute Oscar-winning 
Gump (Paramount; VHS, $23, CLV 
discs, $50; Philips Video CD, $30) 
boasts a widescreen transfer of about 
2.1:1, and though it’s done up to THX 
standards (the image is quite good, if 
not exceptional), it displays a tendency 
toward soft colors. Gump isn’t much of 
a surround-sound showcase, either, 
since the intimacy of the storyline dic- 
tates that most of the dialogue, musical 
score, and ambient sounds must be po- 
sitioned front and center. 

Included with the laserdisc and Video 
CD editions is a 37-minute making-of 
program entitled Through the Eyes of 
Forrest Gump (the VHS version is sold 
separately for $10), a pleasant behind- 
the-scenes tour 
that reveals 
some of the 
computerized 
trickery used to 
show good ol’ 
Forrest (Tom 
Hanks—as if 
you didn’t know) 
shaking hands 






















































with JFK or sitting next to John 
Lennon on Dick Cavett’s talk show. 
Oddly, Through the Eyes contains 14 
chapter stops, while the film itself has 
none. Oh well—deluxe is as deluxe 
does. 


—Andy Wickstrom 





The long arm of the outlaw: Schwarzenegger makes a point in The Terminator 


usual punch. Other movies may have 
upped the action ante since The Termi- 
nator’s debut (Die Hard and Speed 
spring to mind), but, in a sense, they’re 
all imitators. This is the original, and 
it’s never looked better. —AW 





















THE TERMINATOR 

ERMINATOR 2; JUDGMENT DAY (1991) 

deserves all of the praise it continu- 
ally gets, but the THX-approved 
widescreen reissue of its forebear, The 
Terminator (Hemdale/Image; CLV disc, 
$40), is a wonderful reminder of how 
much A-level excitement director 
James Cameron generated on a B-pic- 
ture budget. The thrills in the original 
Terminator (1984) were compounded 
by their unexpected nature—remem- 
ber, neither Arnold Schwarzenegger 
nor Cameron could claim superstar sta- 
ture at the time of the film’s release. 
The images of this 1.85:1 transfer are 
sharp enough that each subsequent 
viewing unearths new information; 
only here, for instance, is it indis- 
putably clear that Arnold is, er, fully on 
view in Chapter 4’s opening scene. 
Fortunately, it’s the nonstop action 
scenes that linger most in memory, 
whether it’s Arnie’s quick-fisted dis- 
posal of a trio of punks upon his ar- 
rival, the superbly staged shootout at 
the police station (“I'll be back”), or 
the breakneck motorcycle, police-cruis- 
er, and tractor-trailer chases. Even the 
digital mono soundtrack packs an un- 





Hot chocolates: Hanks in Gump 


PETER GABRIEL 
Secret World Live 

ETER GABRIEL, THE ONE TRUE KING 
P:: All Media, has finally put the 
finishing touches on the video compan- 
ion to last year’s double-CD release, 
Secret World Live. Filmed over two 
nights in November 1993 at Modena, 
Italy’s Palasport arena, the full-screen 
Secret World Live (Geffen/Image; VHS, 
$30, CLV disc, $40) is dominated by 
grainy cinematography and muddled 
sound (more often than not, guitarist 
David Rhodes is absolutely Jost in the 
stereo mix). Curiously, much of the 
footage shot during the dramatically 
percussive “Digging in the Dirt”— 
culled from a mini-camera mounted on 
a makeshift helmet that distorts 
Gabriel’s face enough to make him re- 
semble Spinal Tap’s hirsute bassist, 
Derek Smalls—are the sharpest images 
of the entire 102-minute show. And 
while there’s no doubting the sincerity 
or ace musicianship of Gabriel’s crack 
band (which includes bassist Tony 
Levin, drummer Manu Katche, and vo- 
calist/foil Paula Cole), the dirty little 
secret of Secret World Live appears to 
be that much of what you’re hearing 
isn’t all that live. Buried in the credits 
is this telling line: “Additional engi- 
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neering at Real World Studios, Box, 
UK, and Guillaume Tell Studios, 
Paris.” (The liner notes for the CD 
word things a tad more succinctly, 
adding the phrase, “additional record- 
ing and production at... .”) Most of 
this post-production tinkering seems to 
have been applied to the vocals; the 
maneuvering is readily apparent in 
songs like “Across the River” and 
“Don’t Give Up,” where Gabriel dra- 
matically alters his physical proximity 
to the microphone with no detectable 
shifts in the level or ambience of his 
voice. That’s not to say Secret World is 
a bad performance—the band is lively 
and animated, and director Francois 
Girard’s lens captures all of the per- 
formers’ intensity. But sometimes, Live 
just isn’t quite the same as being there. 
—Mike Mettler 


JUDY GARLAND 
The Golden Years at MGM 
ROCLAIMING “JUDY! JUDY! JUDY!” 
would be understating things, for 
this garland to Ms. Garland is much 
more than a sum of its parts. If the 
three movies included in this lavish 
box set—The Harvey Girls (1946), The 
Pirate (1948), and Summer Stock 
(1950)—weren’t such genuine classics, 
they’d almost get upstaged by the rich- 


Drivin’ rhythm: Judy in Summer Stock 


es of rare Judy material included 
here—short takes from her entire ca- 
reer (starting at age 7), a’stellar collec- 
tion of stills, trailers from nearly all of 
her 30-odd films, audio commentary 
from Harvey Girls director George Sid- 
ney, radio appearances, an analog track 
containing 80 songs previously cut, 
truncated, or passed over for alternate 
takes, and rehearsals, complete with 
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Treading lotto: Blankman’s Wayans 


gaffes and some telling coaching that 
reveals how Judy’s special magic came 
into being. 

The film portions of Judy Garland: 
The Golden Years at MGM (MGM/UA; 
CLV/CAV discs, $125) look absolutely 
gorgeous. This is especially true of The 
Pirate, which accents director Vincente 
Minnelli’s exotic use of color in light- 
ing, sets, and costumes, greatly intensi- 
fying the mood of scenes like the fiery 
“Pirate Ballet” (Side 4, Chapter 6). It 
also lets us dwell on details, such as the 
stylized sets showcased during Judy’s 
unforgettable rendition of “Get Happy” 
in Charles Walters’ Summer Stock (Side 
6, Chapter 35). All three full-screen 
(not letterboxed) films have been digi- 
tally transferred from interpositives 
created from the original nitrate Tech- 
nicolor negatives. 

It’s a shame to note that the audio 
track for The Pirate was often marred 
by a harsh, scraping, practically vibrat- 
ing tone. At first I suspected a problem 
with my reference system, but subse- 
quent viewings using another otherwise 
identical disc on another system and a 
third set sent to VIDEO by MGM/UA— 
who felt our initial copy’s defect was 
an isolated incident—proved otherwise. 
MGM/UA commented that a great deal 
of work had gone into improving the 
sound of the previous, separate laser- 


disc release of The Pirate, which had 
as much noise as audio. In any case, 
this is still a laserdisc worth having, 
and the general excellence of the other 
two films (along with all of those ex- 
tras) leaves me longing for further digi- 
tally rescued MGM gems. 

—Josef Krebs 


BLANKMAN 
T’S A LOW-DOWN DIRTY SHAME THAT 
Blankman (Columbia TriStar; VHS, 
priced for rental, CLV disc, $35) didn’t 
score at the box office. While not ex- 
actly inhabiting Ernst Lubitsch territo- 
ry, this genial tale of an inept, nerdy in- 
ner-city crimefighter (Damon Wayans) 
and his embarrassed TV-cameraman 
buddy (David Alan Grier) plays much 
like an urban Martin-and-Lewis movie. 
Sadly, the TriStar transfer and the 
pressing (at Sony’s Austrian plant), 
while presented in the proper 1.85:1 as- 
pect ratio, is often dark and gritty, with 
colors dominated by an unappealing or- 
ange tinge. The standout soundtrack, 
however, is another Dolby triumph, 
with neat surround and boombox rever- 
berations courtesy of Prince, Silk, 
Domino, and a host of others. 
—Mel Neuhaus 


PRINCESS CARABOO 

MAGINE IF PRESTON STURGES DI- 
BD vected an episode of PBS’ Master- 
piece Theatre and Princess Caraboo 
(Columbia TriStar; VHS, priced for 
rental, CLV disc, $35) starts to make 
perfect sense. Caraboo (Phoebe Cates) 
is a hilarious cinematic cocktail: a 
waifish-19th century enigma who, with- 
out uttering a word of English, man- 
ages to convince the local British hoi 
polloi that she is in fact an expatriate 
Middle Eastern princess. Based on a 
true story (!), this sparkling °94 box- 
office sleeper features a marvelous 
ensemble cast, including Kevin Kline 
(Cates’ real-life husband), Stephen 
Rea, Jim Broadbent, Wendy Hughes, 
and the seemingly ever-present John 
Lithgow. Wittily directed and co-writ- 
ten by Michael Austin, Caraboo bene- 
fits from a grand period production and 
beautifully muted imagery courtesy of 
master cinematographer Freddie Fran- 
cis. The TriStar transfer and Sony 
pressing (in the correct European 
1.66:1 aspect ratio) reproduces the in- 
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The princess lied: Caraboo’s Cates dances her way into royalty 





tentions of the filmmakers with immac- 
ulate detail; ditto the Dolby soundtrack, 
which is made prominent by a lively 
Richard Hartley score and a number of 
nifty surround effects. Add it all up and 
this Princess turns out to be quite the 
little gem. —MN 


THE INVISIBLE COLLECTION 

HEN UNIVERSAL FIRST UNVEILED 

The Invisible Man (1933), their 
interpretation of H.G. Wells’ classic 
tale of an experiment gone awry, it cap- 
tivated audiences with a witty script, 
James Whale’s eccentric direction, and 
a bravura debut performance from 
Claude Rains. Most of all, The Invisible 
Man defied reality via its landmark 
cinemagical effects. Then, in 1940, the 
first of a number of sequels was re- 
leased, and show biz’s greatest vanish- 
ing act was off and running. Now 
MCA/Universal has produced the four- 
title The Invisible Collection (CLV 
discs, $100). 

The high-caliber LDC pressings, 
transferred from nicely preserved 35MM 
negatives and fine grains, provides over 
5 hours of fun for fantasy-film fans. 
You get Vincent Price in The Invisible 
Man Returns (1940), John Barrymore 
and Virginia Bruce in The Invisible 
Woman (1941), the WWI-driven /nvis- 
ible Agent (1942), and Jon Hall and 
John Carradine in The Invisible Man’s 
Revenge (1944) as well as theatrical 
trailers, chapter stops, and extensive il- 
lustrated liner notes. The crisp, clear 
black-and-white of old-time Holly- 
wood will win approval of laserphiles, 
and the strong digital mono soundtrack 
does justice to Hans Salter’s lilting 
scores. For the record, MCA still offers 
the initial 1933 classic on disc ($35), as 
well as the final outing, Abbott and 
Costello Meet the Invisible Man (1951), 
as part of the Abbott and Costello Meet 
the Monsters box ($100). —MN 


MRS. DOUBTFIRE 

The Collector’s Edition 
IKE JIM CARREY’S THE MASK, 1993’s 
mega-box-office smash Mrs. Doubt- 


fire exists mainly to showcase the 


comedic talents of its beloved star. In 
this case it’s the ever-manic Robin 
Williams, who transforms himself into 
a 65-year-old British housekeeper as if 
he were born to play the role. But a box 
set this elaborate begs the question: 
Does Mrs. Doubtfire deserve the kind 
of ultra-enhanced treatment usually re- 
served for the Citizen Kanes of the 
world? No matter where you stand on 
this issue, there’s no denying that the 
deluxe Doubtfire (FoxVideo; CLV/CAV 
discs, $100) is a terrific package, 
packed with everything a fan could 
possibly want: trailers and promotional 
materials, a running commentary from 
director Chris Columbus, a complete 
version of the original Chuck Jones 
cartoon that opens the film, a whopping 
30-minutes worth of deleted (and—no 
surprise—mostly improvised) scenes, 
and much more. And the Panavision 
2.35:1, THX-approved transfer puts a 
welcome spotlight on the film’s beauti- 
ful San Francisco locations. For Wil- 
liams’ legions of devoted fans, the line 
forms to the left. —Ken Korman 








ONE-EYED JACKS 

HIS CLASSIC WESTERN REVENGE 
| qe is also a notorious odyssey 
of endurance. When filming com- 
menced in 1958, One-Eyed Jacks 
(Paramount; CLV disc, $40) was 
plagued by flareups between star/pro- 
ducer Marlon Brando and director 
Stanley Kubrick, who soon flew the 
coop. Brando then picked up the direc- 
torial reins himself—and turned in a 
nearly 5-hour cut almost 3 years later. 
Paramount’s executives must have 
blinked—and then they virtually 
halved the footage and released their 

























Cell mating: Jacks’ Brando behind bars 





own cut in 1961. It garnered good re- 
views and did decent business, but 
nowhere near enough to recoup its 
enormous costs. Still, Paramount’s cut 
of this fascinating, studied drama, of 
an outlaw hunting down the ex-friend 
who left him to die, has attained 
revered status due to Brando’s unortho- 
dox interpretation of the material, the 
unusual Malibu coastal locations 
(shrewdly recalled by Clint Eastwood 
in 1973’s High Plains Drifter), and 
Charles Lang’s gorgeous Technicolor 
photography. Jacks was also Para- 
mount’s last production using the bril- 
liant VistaVision process (which em- 
ployed a variable ratio that ranged 
from 1.66:1 to 2:1). This razor-sharp 
LDC pressing is in the original theatri- 
cal 1.85:1 aspect ratio (preferred by 
Paramount as the exhibition choice for 
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playhouses not equipped for Vista- 
Vision)—a reasonable decision, as I 
doubt that the picture ever played on 
more than a handful of screens in pre- 
IMAX-era 1.66:1 dimensions. An enor- 
mous improvement over the previous, 
grainy full-framed disc version, the 
new Jacks also delivers a lush digital 
mono soundtrack that beautifully am- 
plifies Hugo Friedhofer’s thundering 
score. —MN 





TIME BANDITS 

ERRY GILLIAM, THE EX-MONTY 

Pythonite, has made a second career 
out of directing wild cinematic romps, 
and Time Bandits (Paramount; CLV 
disc, $40) is the film that set him on his 
course. The story of a band of dwarves 
that leads an unsuspecting youth 
through a series of “holes” in the space/ 
time continuum, Bandits (1981) is vi- 
sually stunning in the manner of Gil- 
liam’s later creations, such as Brazil 
(1985) and The Fisher King (1991), but 
it’s not nearly as satisfying. Jokes fly in 
every direction, but the timing is off 
more often than not, and the storyline’s 
relentless pace could leave some view- 
ers gasping for air. Still, the troupe runs 
into confrontations with wonderful 
support players like John Cleese 
(Robin Hood) and Sean Connery (King 
Agamemnon), and the excellent 1.85:1 
letterboxed transfer finely preserves 
Gilliam’s trademark panoramic visuals. 
“Holes” aside, it’s well worth your 
Time. —KK 
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Glass menagerie: Witness’s Ford, McGillis keep it on ice 





WITNESS 

HE SUPERB BALANCE OF WITNESS 

(1981), both in a moral and a com- 
positional sense, is easy to appreciate 
in its recently remastered widescreen 
version (Paramount; CLV disc, $40). 
Director Peter Weir wastes nary a shot 
or an inch of frame in this story of a 
Philadelphia detective (Harrison Ford) 
who uncovers departmental corruption 
and must hide out, while wounded, in 
the farmhouse of an Amish widow 
(Kelly McGillis) and her son (Lukas 
Haas) . . . who also happens to be a 
murder witness. Ford has never been 
more charming than as the gruff city 
cop who learns about a different way of 
life. His falling in love with widow 





The “hole” crew: The Bandits of Bandits 





McGillis is delightfully protracted, cul- 
minating in a grand scene that’s cen- 
tered around a flurry of intense kisses 
and immediately followed by the ar- 
rival of the bad guys. Outdoor scenes in 
this clear 1.85:1 transfer are sharp and 
bright, while the moody nighttime inte- 
riors—remember, the Amish shun elec- 
tricity—have a rich darkness with just a 
bit of unavoidable grain. Witness is the 
kind of movie where every glance 
speaks volumes. And the scene in 
which a barn’s wooden frame is raised 
against a perfectly blue sky (Chapter 
11) is a validation that honesty, indus- 
try—and life—can indeed be sweet. 
—AW 


SILKWOOD 

AREN SILKWOOD ISN’T EXACTLY 
Kyou: typical big-screen heroine. A 
spirited and carefree twentysomething 
from Oklahoma, Silkwood found her- 
self unexpectedly embroiled in an in- 
vestigation of unsafe working condi- 
tions at the nuclear facility where she 
was employed in the mid-’70s—and 
her curiosity may very well have cost 
her her life. Thanks to Meryl Streep’s 
brilliant portrayal, Silkwood was given 
the chance to transcend the headlines 
and be seen as a real if flawed human 
being. Though a bit on the somber side, 
Silkwood (1983, Summa Video; CLV/ 
CAV discs, $50) manages to capture 
the era and the rural-America setting 
quite beautifully. (Si/kwood also repre- 
sents the bridge between director Mike 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 86 




















To See The Future Now, Watch Us. 
Zenith Advanced Video Imaging 
_ With StarSight. 
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Stop watching TV and start watching the i 'at the movies. 
future: Zenith Advanced Video Imaging. With And now they feature the ultimate in view- 
superior picture quality that delivers sharper _ ing simplicity: StarSight. An interactive, on- 
images, brighter resolution and richer, more __ screen electronic program guide 
colorful tones. with one-button VCR recording. 

Combined with color P-I-P, high fidelity So start watching the future 
Surround Sound, and on select models— __ now: Zenith with StarSight. 
the ultimate in home theater Ask your Zenith rep- 
experience, Dolby Pro Logic™ (Lt LL Hf ~ resentative for a 
these sets look, sound and WATCH US. demonstration. 

StarSight is a trademark of StarSight Telecast, Inc. Dolby Pro Logic is a trademark of Dolby Laboratories, Inc. Picture simulated. © 1995 Zenith Electronics Corporation 
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TECHNOLOGY 


PC NO EVIL 
Video Quality and 
Multimedia Applications 
F YOU OWN EVEN A RUDIMENTARY 
home-theater system, you can’t help 
but feel that the video quality you get 
out of your MPC is a joke. When the 
subject of PC video is raised in polite 
conversation, it conjures up visions of 
tiny talking heads, their mouths flap- 
ping as rigidly as that of a character in 
an early Hanna—Barbera cartoon. Ex- 
amine the video clips delivered by 
even a killer MPC and you can’t help 
but frown at the dull images and jerky 
motion, 

The problems with PC video are le- 
gion: Video poses serious problems for 
home PC hardware. And the big con- 
tent providers, constrained by the need 
to be compatible with older hardware, 
offer software with poorly compressed, 
low-resolution clips—240 x 160 pixels 
and 15 frames per second are typical. 
Nonetheless, even these simple clips 
can bring a 2-year-old 486 processor to 
its knees. 

It doesn’t have to be this way, of 
course. There are far more PCs than 
there are Macintoshes and “worksta- 
tions’” combined, so there's a powerful 
profit motive for bringing advanced 
video capabilities to the PC. And R&D 
really isn’t the problem, either—prod- 
uct cycles are blindingly fast, averag- 
ing 3 to 6 months. The PC you bought 
last January can be two generations out 
of date by the end of the year. 

In fact, new operating systems—in- 
cluding the eagerly anticipated Win- 
dows 95 and the next version of Win- 
dows NT (currently dubbed “Cairo’), 
both of which are expected to offer 
“Plug and Play” simplicity—promise 
to ease the considerable headaches that 
are associated with passing video clips 
among custom multimedia systems. In- 
tegrated support for video and 3-D ani- 
mation will combine with these operat- 
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ing systems to help ensure that clips 
recorded on one MPC package will au- 
tomatically play at a resolution/frame- 
rate combination that another package 
can manage. 

Today's PCs still have a way to go, 
though. Video applications require a 
large number of floating-point opera- 
tions that need to be carried out in real- 
time; this poses a bigger problem for 
PCs than for workstations and Power 
Macs. Without an assist from a dedicat- 
ed video acceleration chip, full-motion 
full-screen video playback—which re- 
quires on-the-fly decompression, scal- 
ing, interpolation, and color space con- 
version—bogs down even the fastest of 
Intel’s current Pentium processors. 

But don’t despair. The popularity of 
the PC is, after all, based on its upgrad- 
ability, which has been fostered by an 
incredibly hyperactive conglomeration 
of aftermarket suppliers. With some 
careful planning, you can turn your PC 
into a topnotch video system—but it 
won't come cheap. Getting high-quality 
images (and sound) costs no less here 
than when setting up a topnotch home- 
theater system. And know from the 








start that MPEG-1 performance is the 
best you can achieve without a truly 
huge investment. 

Begin with a fast processor and as 
much memory as you can afford. These 
days, 100-MHz Pentium processors 
(P100s) form the core of nearly every 
company’s product line. If you want the 
best video you can get out of your PC, 
get a PLOO. 


ON THE INSIDE 











SHORTW. 





































Most pundits recommend 16 MB of 
RAM as the minimum for general-pur- 
pose use, and they’re right on target— 
if all you need to do is play back video 
clips. But if you want to record (“cap- 
ture”) and/or edit video in real-time, 
you really need 32, 64, or even 128 MB 
of system RAM. High-quality motion 
video positively guzz/es memory. 

Video-capture software often helps 
out on the memory front, though. Most 
programs give you the option of captur- 
ing video directly to your PC’s hard 
drive or using system RAM as a dedicat- 
ed capture buffer. If you have RAM to 
burn, go with the latter option, since 
system RAM is typically 100 times 
faster than your hard drive, giving your 
system a huge edge in manipulating 
video streams. 

In any case, your PC should have lo- 
cal-bus peripheral support in order to 
keep up with video demands. Nearly 
every Pentium sold today includes In- 
tel’s PCI version of the local bus, so this 
won't be a problem if you’re heading 
out to buy a P100. But it will be a prob- 
lem if you have an older PC that doesn’t 
have a PCI or VL-bus: Bus architecture 
can’t be upgraded unless you’re ready to 
get drastic and replace your PC’s moth- 
erboard. 

Next up is the hard drive itself. Faster 
and bigger is better, of course, but it al- 
so pays to invest in an A/V drive, which 
attacks a common hard-drive problem: 
Hard discs literally heat up as they 
work to keep their tracks in line, so oc- 
casionally they perform a “thermal re- 
calibration” on themselves to right 
things. Recalibration doesn’t effect 
simple applications like loading a 
spreadsheet or retouching a static im- 
age, but, as 1/O functions are suspended 
for a few hundred milliseconds during 
recalibration, it can cause dropped 
frames when you're capturing a video 
clip or cause buffer under-runs when 
you're writing to a CD-recorder. The 
A/V type uses advanced techniques to 
avoid errors due to recalibration. Top- 
ranked drives include IBM’s Ultrastar 
AV (about $2,325), a 5.1-GB SCSI-II 
drive, and Micropolis’ Model 3243AV 
($2,200), a 4.3-GB SCSI-I1 model. 

And then there’s the video card. Most 
PC-oriented content providers stick to 
proprietary compression algorithms— 
such as Intel’s Indeo, Supermac’s 
Cinepak, and Mac/PC cross-platform 
schemes like Apple’s QuickTime— 
since they're generally more tolerant of 
the floating-point inadequacies of base- 
level PCs (and Macs). 


But they’re nearly useless for broad- 
cast-quality work. For that, you need 
MPEG compression, which is still rela- 
tively rare in the PC realm. This gap is 
rapidly being filled, but to produce top- 
quality clips in real-time, your options 
are still fairly limited; Sigma Designs’ 
Reel-Magic Producer ($3,995) is the 
best budget choice for encoding MPEG- 
1 streams on the fly. Currently, MPEG-2 
encoders are prohibitively expensive 
for all but major commercial enter- 
prises (as if the Sigma card isn’t expen- 
sive enough), though work by major 
chip vendors like C-Cube will change 
this situation, possibly by year’s end. 
Home-theater aficionados don’t think 
much of MPEG-1, of course, but MPEG-1 
quality can actually be quite good in a 
PC context, and it’s finally beginning to 
make an impact in the PC arena. Base- 
level graphics cards like Diamond Mul- 
timedia’s Stealth64 Pro Video ($399) 
and Videologic’s Graphics Star 700 
($349) can be purchased with dedicated 
MPEG-playback accelerator chips or up- 
graded via a daughtercard at a later 
date. Other graphics accelerators can be 
configured to work with standalone 
MPEG playback cards. 

After capturing, editing, and mixing 
your video, you need to save it in a 
form that others can access. Though 


Sony/Philips and Toshiba/Time Warner | 


are working on competing high-density 
DVD formats, today’s benchmark is the 
good old CD. For $2,000 to $5,000, 
you can purchase a CD-recorder that'll 
record video and audio; the resulting 
CD-R discs can be played on any com- 
puter that’s equipped with a CD-ROM 
player (or on a CD-i player). Yamaha’s 
quad-speed CDR-100 ($4,995) is the 
current state-of-the-art, but double- 
speed CD-R decks from Pinnacle Mi- 
cro, Creative Labs, and others can be 
found for under $2,000. Another option 
is to have a service bureau record your 
video onto a $20 CD-ROM disc, for 
about $90. 

All of which brings us back to prod- 
uct cycles. As you can see, you need to 
get a loaded P100, and then spend sev- 
eral thousand dollars more on cards and 
a CD-R deck, if you want state-of-the- 
art video on your home PC today—-and 
even then it'll only be MPEG-1 quality. 
In the next few years, however, MPEG-2 
cards will become relatively affordable 
and higher-density storage will be 
available. They may not enable you to 
brew up your own Jurassic Park, but 
you won't be stuck with Deputy Dawg, 
either. —John Hill 





1994 Best Picture & 
Best Actor on LaserBise 2.0. 


Hanks is 
Forrest 





Other Top” 
Iaeca 


titles... 


DAP ZN 


Reo LAUE, 





x) 
Starring 
Jodie Foster 


MARY SHELLEY’S Dump c Clumber 


FRANKENSTEIN INTERVIEW 


WITH THE 


DISCLOSURE vampire 


RIVER _ [nlle Lies 
WILD i == HARRISON FORD 


ase. ie 


PRESENT 


THE 
SPEGIALIST — PANGED 
Se a IR Ge An sie 


Mention this Ad and get a 20% discount 
off the Suggested Retail Price on the Titles 
listed above, (Offer expires 10/31/1995) 


Call for our FREE Monthly Laserdisc 
Catalog! Hundreds of New and Recent 
Releases. All, at least, 15% OFF S.R.P.! 


PLUS... 


OVERNIGHT 

DELIVERY 
Overnight Delivery Only $2.99 per Order*! 
1 or 100 discs - you pay only $2.99! *Orders 
can include “Pre-orders” and “Back-orders!” 

(Continental U.S. shipments only - certain 


areas and shipments over 5-lbs. may require 
an extra business day) 








Every Laserdisc title available at up to 40% OFF! 


Laserdisc Fan Club, Inc. 
1058 E. 230th St. ¢ Dept. V75 
Carson, CA 90745 


~N 
~ 
«= & (MJ (800) 801-DISC(3472) 
ae) 2 (ask for ext. V75) 
SC FAN CLUB 


FAX (310) 952-3000 
Open Monday - Saturday 
For your FREE Laserdisc Catalog, please 
complete and mail the coupon below: 
Name: 








Address: 





City, State, Zip Code: 
























NEW TECH 


1 PACKARD BELL is put- 
ing a new spin on applica- 
ions flexibility by loading its 
new 486, P75, and P100 

PCs (including the P75 
minitower shown here, $2,299 
0 $2,399, depending on op- 
ions; circle 126 on reader 
service card) with two CD- 
ROM players. Potential uses 
include running an applica- 
ion from one disc while 
downloading graphics from 
another as well as listening to 
a music CD while playing a 
game. The new PCs also of- 
fer a variety of enhancements 
compared to prior models: All 
of the systems now boast 8 
MB of RAM, a 14.4-Kbps 
fax/modem (with phone-an- 
swering functions), and SRS 
3-D sound. 2 YAMAHA gets 
big bass out of its small YST- 
$8510 multimedia speaker 
package ($299: circle 127 0n 
reader service card) by build- 
ing in Active Servo technolo- 
gy. The YST-MS satellites, 
which measure 7.33 x 3.25 x 
4.85 inches (h/w/d), incorpo- 
rate a 3-watt-per-channel 
(rated) amplifier and are said 
to reproduce frequencies 
down to 90 Hz through their 
2.5-inch full-range drivers. 
The YST-MSW10 bass mod- 
ule utilizes a 6.5-inch cone 
and a 25-watt (rated) amp in 
its 8 x 11 x 9.8-iInch cabinet 
(h/w/d); low-end response is 
said to hit an impressive 35 
Hz, Features include magnet- 
ic shielding, front-mounted 
power, volume, and ‘pres- 
ence’ controls on the satel- 
lites, a high-cut control on the 
bass module, and an AC/DC 
adaptor. 3 NAPA VALLEY 
BOX promotes convenience 
with its Rocket 2 multimedia 
storage unit ($70; circle 128 
on reader service card). The 
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Rocket 2 is actually two 
stacked Rocket 1 modules; 
stacking enables the Rocket 
system to grow with your me- 
dia collection without requiring 
additional floor space. Each 
Rocket 1 ($40) measures 19.5 
x 30.5 x 7.9 inches (h/w/d) and 
holds up to 56 videotapes or 
140 CDs and/or CD-ROMs on 
multi-angle shelves that can 
be set flat, flat with a vertical 
back, or in a V-shape; the 
Rocket 2’s capacity is twice 
that of the Rocket 1. Most im- 
portantly, perhaps, Rocket 
modules are environmentally 
correct: NVB says the linseed- 
oil-finished Radiata Pine they 
use comes from strictly man- 
aged plantations where a 
sapling is planted for each tree 
cut down. 4 TURTLE BEACH's 
Tropez sound card ($249; cir- 
cle 129 on reader service 
card) is a do-it-all device. The 
Tropez is said to offer high- 
quality 16-bit digital audio, 
professional-caliber MIDI 
wave-table synthesis (with 
128 stored instruments), and 
100-percent game compati- 
bility. The package is loaded 
with software, including Sierra 
(a multimedia audio controller 
for music CDs that can be run 
on top of the menu bar of any 
application), the Turtle Beach 
Mixer, WaveSE sound-editing 
software, MousePlayer instru- 
ment-audition software, a Tur- 
tle Beach MicroWave OLE- 
compatible sound recorder, 
and Stratos songwriting soft- 
ware. Theres also a Wave- 
Patch patch editor that lets 
musicians “create” original in- 
struments. System require- 
ments include a 386SX micro- 
processor or better, 2 MB of 
RAM, Windows 3.1, and pow- 
ered speakers or head- 
phones. a 
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Wherever You ROM 


Sony PRD-150 
Portable CD-ROM Player 
HOSE READERS JUST RETURNING 
from the sled races in Antarctica 
will be surprised to learn that sales of 
CD-ROM players have exploded. And 
demand is not limited to home comput- 
ers: Road warriors may forget to pack a 
comb or toothbrush, but they don’t 
seem to be leaving home without their 
laptop. This means that the next big 
frontier in CD-ROM players is portable 
external models that plug into laptops. 

Sony’s PRD-150 portable CD-ROM 
Discman ($500) is just such a player. 
Recall that Sony developed the first 
portable CD audio player and you'll 
understand why the company’s engi- 
neers weren't shy about modifying the 
Discman concept for CD-ROM play- 
back. In fact, the 150 looks a lot like a 
CD portable and it plays music CDs. 

More importantly, the 150 also plays 
CD-ROM XA (extended-architecture) 
discs. This capability is important be- 
cause just about every cool new CD- 
ROM title uses it for improved perfor- 
mance. The 150 also supports the MPC 
Level 2, Photo CD multisession, and 
Plug and Play standards. To use it, 
you'll need a 386SX or higher proces- 
sor, 2 MB of RAM, a PCMCIA 2.1 Type 
II slot, a PCMCIA sound card, Win- 
dows 3.1, and a floppy drive. 

The Level 2 designation generally 
classifies the 150 as a “‘double-speed” 
player. Average access time is rated at 
380 milliseconds (using the “third- 
stroke benchmark”) in its high-speed 
mode. Switch it to its power-save mode 
and the laser sled moves more slowly, 
increasing access time. 

The 150 weighs a wispy 10 ounces. 
To achieve this low weight, it’s con- 
structed entirely of plastic—and it’s 
anything but rugged. If you were to 
drop it more than a couple of feet onto 
a hard surface, it’d surely be history. 

There are jacks for a pair of head- 
phones, line output, and a 6-volt DC 
power input as well as a headphone 


level control. An I/O connector 43 
resides on the back of the 4 
unit, and there’s a com- 
partment for two AA 4 
batteries on the bot- 423 
tom. Up top are # 
several controls: 
play/pause, 
stop, search, 
repeat, and / 
play mode/ 
speed. Final- 
ly, an’ LED 
readout shows 
operating status. 
Sony provides an AC 
adaptor, headphones, installation soft- 
ware, an interface cable, and a PCM- 
CIA interface card. 

Installation is pretty easy: Plug the 
supplied PCMCIA card into your lap- 
top, connect the 150 to the laptop with 
a supplied cable, and use the laptop’s 
floppy-disc drive to run the install soft- 
ware, which transfers the necessary 
drivers to the laptop. The software is 
designed for Windows-based MPC 
hardware, and CardWizard software is 
on hand to help diagnose any PCMCIA 
problems. 

For this test, I plugged the PCMCIA 
card into a Compaq laptop. I also 
plugged a PCMCIA .WAVjammer 
sound card (not supplied) into the 
Compaq so that I could listen to the 
soundtracks on my CD-ROMs. Then I 
gathered up my toys and caught the 
next plane to New York. 

After reaching cruising altitude, I first 
spun a music CD. The 150 performed 
as advertised—and sounded quite 
good, in fact. Then | powered up my 
laptop, entered Windows, switched to 
the sound card, and installed Monty 
Python's Complete Waste of Time. The 
application ran nicely, with excellent 
sound and no artifacts or glitches. And 
the 150 didn't stumble when I switched 
on the power-saver mode-—again, no 
artifacts or delays. It did skip momen- 
tarily if I banged on it (though only if 
it was accessing data at that moment), 


























and it resumed playback 
quickly. 

After about 1.5 hours, though, the two 
AA alkaline batteries gave up the ghost. 
(This is typical for high-speed opera- 
tion; playing time is about 2.5 hours 
when you re just spinning music CDs.) 
So I inserted a fully charged BP-DM10 
rechargeable battery pack ($25); it kept 
the 150 up and running with CD-ROMs 
for another hour (it would have lasted 
1.5 hours if I’d simply been listening to 
music CDs). This is as good as you can 
do with today’s battery technology, but 
I found the time constraints annoying 





all the same. 

Sony’s PRD-150 is a good dual-speed 
CD-ROM player, and its audio capabil- 
ities are excellent. Though its light 
weight is desirable, durability is, too— 
the 150 really needs to be more robust. 
And the battle to slow battery drain 
on AA cells must be fought and won. 
Still, the 150 is a terrific accomplish- 
ment. —Ken C. Pohlmann 
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SOFTWIRE 


WYATT EARP’S OLD WEST 
YATT EARP’S OLD WEST 1S ONE 
CD-ROM that truly deserves to 

be called “edutainment.” Essentially a 

walking tour of Tombstone, Arizona 

(which has been restored to recreate the 

post-Civil War era when Earp, his 

brothers, and “Doc” Holliday ruled the 
town), Grolier’s Earp ($45) mixes typi- 
cal gaming fare with in-depth discus- 
sions of Old West lifestyles and (of 
course) a chance to strike it rich. Play- 
ers have the option of taking the tour as 
is or spicing it up with random gun- 
fights. (There’s also a standalone 
shootout game, similar to American 

Laser Games’ Mad Dog McCree, that’ ll 

let players further fill their coffers.) The 

educational side of Earp offers some 
intriguing social commentary, such as 
the important role that Chinese and 

Mexican citizens played in Tombstone 





Luck of the draw: Wyatt Earp 


society and the struggles of some of the 
women to become financially indepen- 
dent in a town that was, at the time, the 
epitome of a man’s world. One of the 
main selling points of multimedia has 
been its ability to grant participants the 
opportunity to tour great cultural icons 
like The Louvre, The Pyramids, and 
The Great Wall of China. We can now 
add Wyatt Earp’s Old West to the 
roundup. (Windows disc) —Pete Hisey 


DANGEROUS CREATURES 
ROM KILLER BEES TO KOMODO 
dragons, Microsoft’s Dangerous 


“Creat ires ($60) spotlights the in e 
‘ l 


out offering suggestions for your next 
destination, and you can search for ma- 
terial of interest by way of geographi- 


cal location, alphabetical index, or a 


creature’s defense mechanisms (jaws, 
fangs) or habitat (desert, grasslands). 
You can also take guided tours of sites 
with intriguing names like “Amazon 
Adventure” and “Dumb Things People 
Do.” Dangerous Creatures is so intoxi- 
cating, in fact, that you shouldn't be at 
all surprised if you lose track of the 
time while hanging out with the likes of 
poison-vine caterpillars and Tasmanian 
devils. (Windows or Mac disc) 

—Ken Korman 


DARK FORCES 


UCASARTS’ HIGHLY CINEMATIC DARK : 
Forces ($60) introduces a new Lu- 


cas character to the ever-expanding 
Star Wars canon: the mercenary Kyle 
Katarn, who has bailed out of the Em- 
pire’s legions to join forces with the 
Rebel Alliance. As Katarn, you are sent 
on a series of missions, starting with 
the relatively straightforward theft of 
the Empire’s Death Star plans. But dur- 
ing this particular mission, you run 
across the Dark Troopers, the Empire’s 
most elite force yet, and somehow you 
have to get word back to an already- 
devastated Rebel-held world in order to 
combat this new foe. 

Dark Forces really makes its mark 
with its fabulous graphics, which stand 
among the best I’ve ever seen in an ac- 
tion game—they bring to mind the 
scope and fluidity of the Star Wars 
movies themselves. Spaceships zoom, 
lasers literally scream off of metal 
walls, the aliens are totally creepy, and 
the sewer system in Level 2 is so dis- 
gusting you can almost smell it. In the 
bad-news department, the game only 
offers 15 levels, compared to the 25 or 
30 that are standard in top-of-the-line 
games like Doom and Descent. On the 
other hand, it could still take a few 
months (yes, months) just to get past 
Level 10 even if you start at the lowest 








cys level. And, unlike’ 











Stormtroopin’: Dark Forces 





you ll have to repeat the entire mission. 
A few hints: Stick to the darkest areas 
of each room, use the element of sur- 
prise to your advantage, and always re- 
member to turn off your headlamp be- 
fore walking through any passageway. 
May the Forces be with you. (MPC 
disc) —PH 


ASTRONOMICA 

F LIFE FEELS LIKE A WALK THROUGH 
i. maze under a star-filled sky—or if 
you'd like it to feel that way—then Hy- 
per-Quest’s Astronomica ($70) is the 
CD-ROM for you. Here you happily 
volunteer to break into the SkyQuest 
science institute in order to help Sarah, 
the QuickTime gal who’s asked you to 
locate her eccentric MIA professor- 
father, Dr. Mayer. The good doctor may 
have inadvertently accelerated the end 
of the universe with his top-secret As- 
tronomica project, so you need to get 
SkyQuest’s supercomputer back online 
to assess the damage.You do this by 
clicking your way around the 3-D ex- 
ploratorium and resetting its exhibits by 
solving astronomy-related interactive 
puzzles and playing arcade games, 
which have names like “Interplanetary 
Pinball” and “Backwards Time View- 
er.” If you’re stumped, assistance is al- 
ways at hand from two of history’s 
most eminent scientists—Albert Ein- 
stein and Galileo—as well as an infor- 
mative interactive encyclopedia. 
While it’s a great disc for fueling in- 
terest in its core subject matter, Aszro- 
nomica may occasionally prove frus- 
trating if your main goals are to get 


back together with Sarah and solve the 
mystery before the whole damn place 
blows up. (Windows or Mac disc) 


—Josef Krebs 
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only company that plans to introduce 
widescreen sets this year. The 34-inch 
WT-3650 ($5,000) and the 30-inch WT- 
3250 ($2,700) should be available now. 


SAMSUNG 


Top performance features are trick- 
ling down to truly affordable sets, as 
Samsung’s new models prove. The com- 
pany’s four 27- and one 31-inch direct- 
view models offer dark-tint picture 
tubes. All of the sets, including the 31- 
inch TXC3135 ($1,099) and the 27-inch 
TXB2735 ($619), also feature comb fil- 
ters. Absent are features like color-tem- 
perature controls and picture-enhance- 
ment circuits, since these extras, 
Samsung says, would hike prices unac- 
ceptably. As one of the first companies 
to offer StarSight in a VCR, however, 
Samsung plans to add the guide to one 
or more sets later this year. 


SHARP 


The top Sharp sets are part of the Cin- 
ema Select series, which includes five 
big-screen direct-view models. The best 
of these sets, the 31-inch 31GX1200 
($1,299) and 35-inch 35GX1200 
($1,899), includes a digital comb filter 
and velocity-modulation scanning. 
Dark-tint tubes are standard in all of 
Sharp’s big-screen models, and every 
big direct-view set the company makes 
(save the two already mentioned) em- 
ploys a glass comb filter. The company 
continues to offer the widescreen, 34- 
inch 34W 1000 ($3,499), and 31- as well 
as 35-inch TV/VCRs with StarSight 
guides are on the way. 

A recognized leader in LCD technolo- 
gy, Sharp is developing increasingly 
larger flat-panel displays. Though we 
won’t see a 27-inch or larger LCD panel 
for several years, the company’s goal “is 
to offer [an affordable] 21-inch flat pan- 
el by the year 2000” with comparable 
screen performance to a CRT, says 
Bruce Pollack, Sharp’s national market- 
ing manager for LCD products. 


SONY 

The Sony name is forever linked to 
their picture-tube technology: Trinitron. 
Though it debuted in 1968, it’s not an- 
cient history—the Trinitron concept 
continually evolves to incorporate ad- 
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Not just big, but full, rich, and lifelike. Introducing the Bose® Wave" 
radio. Small enough to fit almost anywhere, yet its patented acoustic 
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vances. Sony says that the basis of 
Trinitron technology is their electron 
gun, aperture grill, and vertically flat 
screen; the company says that no other 
screen in use is truly flat in the vertical 
dimension. 

Sony maintains that the Super Trini- 
tron tubes used in their top-drawer 
XBR? sets are also the flattest, horizon- 
tally, on the market. Also unique to the 
XBR? line is the SuperBrix electron 
gun; thanks to a long focal length and 
large-diameter focusing, the gun is said 
to create a very small beam spot. Other 
XBR? features are extended-range 
phosphors, which are said to reproduce 
especially bright reds and deep blues, 
and a titanium-dioxide layer, for boost- 
ing picture brightness. 

The company’s Deep Black Screen, a 
dark-tint type, is now featured in all 
27- and 32-inch Trinitron models and 
in all 27-inch XBR models. Comb fil- 
ters are built into all of Sony’s big- 
screen direct-views, with digital combs 
in the XBR line. All of Sony’s direct- 
views also feature Dynamic Picture cir- 
cuitry: It continually adjusts the picture 
to balance light and dark values within 
scenes. 


Sony’s current direct-view models 
don’t offer direct color-temperature ad- 
justment. (Some Sony projection mod- 
els do.) Several XBRs and XBR?s do 
include dynamic color circuitry, dubbed 
Trinitone, for selecting warmer or cool- 
er whites without, according to Sony, 
affecting flesh tones. 

Finally, Sony hints that a new XBR 
line is in the works. The upgraded 
models, which are expected to hit A/V 
shops this summer, will include a new 
chassis and the Deep Black Screen. 
The company is also in the thick of 
things regarding DVD as the cosponsor 
of the Sony/Philips format, and Sony 
DSS gear should be in stores now. Will 
Sony, with all of its digital clout, build 
TVs for the 1996 or 1997 model year 
that incorporate these new technolo- 
gies? Time will tell. 


For the uninitiated, Thomson is the 
parent company of RCA, ProScan, and 
GE. The most technically advanced 
products in the Thomson family are 
grouped under the ProScan banner, fol- 
lowed by RCA’s Home Theater line. 
When you add in RCA’s mainstream 





ColorTrak line and the company’s GE 
models (all of which feature dark-tint 
glass, and some have comb filtering), 
you have the largest offering of direct- 
view models across the board. The line- 
up includes two holdover 34-inch Cine- 
ma-Screen widescreen models, Pro- 
Scan’s PS34190 and RCA’s G34170AT 
(both $3,999). 

Many 27- and 35-inch ProScan sets, 
including the 35-inch PS35190 
($2,999), have a “flat” tube with the In- 
var Shadow Mask. This same tube 
package is also available in the top 
model in RCA’s Home Theater line, the 
35-inch F35760MB ($2,199). Other 
models, including the new 32-inch 
screen size debuting in both series, rely 
on Thomson’s 110-degree VHP (very 
high performance) reduced-depth tube. 
Various dark-tint tubes are featured in 
the ProScan and Home Theater lines. 
All ProScan and Home Theater TVs 
feature comb filters; high-end ProScans 
incorporate digital comb filtering. 

Most ProScan and Home Theater sets 
also incorporate a new high-perfor- 
mance chassis. One of its capabilities is 
automatic color balance, which uses an 
onboard chip to monitor and adjust col- 
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or temperature as well as optimize 
black-level. In addition, special circuit- 
ry works at correcting picture noise. 
Users can also set the color tempera- 
ture on these models to 10,000, 9,300, 
or 7,500 degrees Kelvin; an authorized 
technician can calibrate the sets for 
6,500-degree pictures. 

But there’s more: The new chassis in- 
corporates velocity-scan modulation for 
noise reduction. Sets with this chassis 
also receive XDS signals. And a new 
bit-mapped on-screen navigation sys- 
tem for accessing operating and setup 
functions, found on high-end Pro- 
Scans, stars Nipper, Thomson’s undeni- 
ably cute canine mascot. (A version of 
this graphic interface will also be incor- 
porated in the next generation of the 
company’s DSS receivers.) 

Buoyed by its impressive rollout of 
DSS, Thomson is aggressively pursu- 
ing all types of digital video technolo- 
gy. The company is being very bullish 
about MPEG-2 digital-video compres- 
sion, which is even now being phased 
into the DSS infrastructure and will be 
central to other new technologies the 
company is actively supporting: 
HDTY, the Toshiba/Time Warner DVD, 
and the D-VHS bitstream recorder. 

“With new technology, including 
MPEG decoding, transforming the TV 
set into a full digital chassis,” says 
Joseph Clayton, Thomson’s executive 
vice president, “the TV receiver will 
soon begin to act like today’s micro- 
computer.” Thomson has shown proto- 
types of TVs that incorporate DSS re- 
ceivers, and they’re likely to offer such 
models for sale within the next few 
years. Other packages may include TV/ 
DVD and TV/D-VHS hybrids. 

Finally, HDTV is high on Thomson’s 
list of priorities; the company plans to 
have working HDTV sets ready by 
1997. At the same time, Thomson also 
expects to sell lower-priced digital sets 
that deliver standard definition, proba- 
bly via MPEG-2 decoding. 


TOSHIBA 

All of Toshiba’s new 31- and 35-inch 
Cinema Series models feature an Invar 
Shadow Mask, and a dark-tint tube is 
available in virtually every big-screen 
set the company offers. In the flat- 
screen race, Toshiba maintains that its 
35-inch tube—found in models costing 
$1,399 to $2,299—is the flattest in the 
world. Three varieties of comb filters 
are in Toshiba’s arsenal: basic glass, 
CCD (in many 32-inch and larger mod- 
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els), and digital (in some 35-inchers). 
And color-temperature controls, which 
include a 6,500-degree setting, can be 
found in several models. 

Toshiba’s digital chassis, first intro- 
duced 2 years ago in high-end Super- 
Tube models, is now sprinkled through- 
out the entire line. The chassis uses a 
microprocessor to continuously moni- 
tor and adjust all aspects of perfor- 
mance. (The processor works in similar 
fashion to the artificial-intelligence cir- 


cuitry found in the sets offered by other 
companies.) 

As is the case with many of their 
peers, Toshiba is putting their wide- 
screen technology only into rear-pro- 
jection sets. Though their U.S. opera- 
tions include a plant that makes 4:3 
picture tubes, Toshiba (also like their 
peers) doesn’t build 16:9 CRTs here— 
and importing widescreen tubes from 
Japan, says Craig Eggers, the compa- 
ny’s product manager for color TV, is 
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too expensive given the current 
strength of the Japanese yen. 

The company has no formal plans to 
build StarSight or GuidePlus+ into 
their sets. But all models with screen 
sizes of 27 inches and above include 
XDS, which the company calls EDS. 

Toshiba already has one foot firmly 
planted in the future. The TIMM 
(Toshiba Integrated Multimedia Moni- 
tor; $999) has a 20-inch screen, a VGA ° 
input, and a remote control that orches- 


trates TV functions as well as a number 
of multimedia operations. “We see 
more multimedia functions making 
their way to big screens,” Eggers pre- 
dicts. 

That might be just the beginning. As 
the major technology partner in the 
Toshiba/Time Warner DVD format, the 
company surely must be thinking of 
building DVD players into TV sets. 
And Toshiba is one of the newest DSS 
licensees. 


ZENITH 


The top models in Zenith’s direct- 
view line incorporate Advanced Video 
Imaging (AVI) circuitry, a perfor- 
mance-boosting package said to deliver 
richer colors, higher contrast, and im- 
proved picture sharpness. Digital comb 
filters are used in the 32- and 35-inch 
AVI models, with glass combs in the 
family’s 27-inch sets—such as the 
SM2789BT (see “Shortware,” page 
49)—as well as in mid-level System 3 


- models. 

Invar tubes are available in all 32- 
inch AVI and System 3 models as well 
as in select 35-inch sets. Wideband 
video amplification boosts horizontal 
resolution in both series. Dark glass is 
used in all of Zenith’s new big-screen 
models, including the entry-level Sen- 
try series. AVI models also feature 
COOL and WARM color-temperature set- 
tings, which spec out at 8,500 and 
6,500 degrees Kelvin, respectively. 
Though Zenith hasn’t redesigned its 
chassis for the 1995-96 model year, the 
company has made a chassis modifica- 
tion in higher-end sets: The electron 
beam is driven harder, to improve color 
reproduction. 

As part of its commitment to Star- 
Sight (the company debuted the first 
StarSight TV in 1994), Zenith has up- 
graded its control system. Available on 
the higher-end models in the AVI line, 
StarSight is now controlled by a neat 
remote called Z-Trak. Taking a design 
cue from portable computers, Z-Trak 
features a track ball and a 10-button 
keypad that lets viewers address virtu- 
ally every operation of the TV set, in- 
cluding a new and improved StarSight. 
The net result is an enhanced level of 
interactivity with the on-screen guide. 
Instead of pressing buttons to move 
through the grid, for example, viewers 
simply scroll up and down or left and 
right by moving the track ball; pop-up . 
menus can be activated by clicking the 
track ball. 

Also new this year in Zenith’s Star- 

Sight models is “picture in grid” 
(which may become known as PIG): It 
exploits the set’s PIP capability by dis- 
playing a live channel in a window 
within a “page” of StarSight’s on- 
screen guide. Another StarSight en- 
hancement, called “time jump,” lets 
viewers jump from listings at one hour 
to those at another—to move instantly 
from listings for 5 p.m. to those for 11 
p.m., for example, simply enter 11 on 
the Z-Trak keypad. 
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Next year, Zenith expects to incorpo- 
rate AT&T’s TV Information Center in- 
to some of their big-screen sets. In its 
current incarnation as a set-top box, the 
system receives news, weather, phone 
messages, and stock updates via stan- 
dard phone lines and displays it all on 
the screen of a conventional TV. In 
1997, Zenith is likely to introduce a TV 
with a built-in DVD player; the compa- 
ny expects that player to follow the 
Toshiba/Time Warner spec. And, as a 
major proponent of HDTV, Zenith has 
pledged that they’ll be one of the first 
companies to offer an HDTV set. a 


DIVIDE 
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comparison test of 12 stereo models]. 
Your essential choices regarding home 
theater are whether to run with two or 
three two-channel (stereo) models or 
one three-, four-, five-, or six-channel 
(multichannel) model. The benefits you 
get from dividing preamp and processor 
circuitry into separate chassis also ap- 
ply to amplifiers: When you give a 
product its own chassis and power sup- 
ply, it won’t be bothered by anything 
going on in another chassis. On the oth- 
er hand, I’ve tested several very nice 
multichannel amplifiers recently. In any 
case, separate amps (including multi- 
channel models from reputable manu- 
facturers) are often rated more strictly 
than the amps built into receivers and, 
therefore, can be relied upon to pump 
out everything their specs lead you to 
expect. [For evidence, see “Take Five,” 
page 51.] Makers of affordable high- 
quality amps include Acurus, Adcom, 
B&K, Bryston, Carver, Denon, Harman 
Kardon, Marantz, NAD, Parasound, 
Proton, and Rotel. 

You should also audition at least one 
THX-approved amp, whether or not 
you intend to go with a THX processor 
and/or THX-certified speakers. There’s 
no equalization involved here; it’s just 
that THX’s guidelines for amp perfor- 
mance are quite strict and are based on 
a sound technical foundation. Many 
venerable amp manufacturers don’t take 
kindly to THX’s “intervention” in their 
niche, however; some say that they’ve 
been doing what THX espouses (and 
much more) for years. That certainly is 
true in some cases, but don’t write THX 
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off as just a Hollywood upstart—as I’ve 
said, their guidelines are generally on 
target. 

The amplifier question raises another 
issue. One temptation when buying sep- 
arates is to buy every component for a 
system from a single manufacturer. It’s 
an attractive idea—the components will 
be cosmetically similar, and they should 
integrate well. But if you limit yourself 
to one manufacturer, you'll negate one 
of the prime reasons for going with sep- 


arates in the first place: the ability to 
choose exactly what you need. 

Say Company A has just the preamp/ 
processor you crave: It has the right 
number of inputs and outputs, the right 
controls, a superior Pro Logic decoder, 
and great overall sound. But then you 
find out that Company A only sells two- 
channel power amplifiers and, since 
you know that you need a powered sub- 
woofer, you really only need a five- 
channel amp—not three stereo models. 
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Company B has a great five-channel 
amp, but their preamp/processor 
doesn’t excite you. Don’t worry: mix 
and match. That’s what separates are all 
about! 

This whimsical little example only 
hints at the labyrinthine options and 
considerations that hover about the 
question of building a separates-based 
home theater. And many of them con- 
cern amplification. The line of demar- 
cation between a system based on sepa- 
rates and one based on an A/V receiver 
really is pretty hazy. Is a two-compo- 
nent system—say, a preamp/processor 
and a five- or six-channel power ampli- 
fier—a system of separates . . . or an 
A/V receiver in two boxes? How much 
more “separate” are three two-channel 
power amps than two three-channel 
amps—or a six-channel amp, for that 
matter? Are you betraying the separates 
ideal if you don’t buy six mono ampli- 
fiers? Where does one draw the line? 


AS ALWAYS, ONE DOES WHAT ONE DOES— 
we encounter choices such as these 
every time we prepare to make an ex- 
pensive purchase: We see what’s out 
there, consider what we need, juggle 
some options, and then choose. As I 
mentioned at the outset, there are more 
choices to make when building a sepa- 
rates-based system. You'll probably 
find that an A/V receiver is easier to 
buy. And most people find receivers 
more convenient to use. But well de- 
signed separates offer several key ad- 
vantages—flexibility, upgradability, 
nicer cosmetics, and, in many cases, 
better sound—over most receivers, and 
they may be enough to make you take 
the plunge. Uncommonly good home- 
theater sound is out there. We’ve told 
you where to look and how to listen. 
Get busy—we’ll put a TV dinner up for 
you. a 
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master volume was set extremely high 
and a movie segued to a very quiet 
scene, the hum from my LD player’s 
motor virtually drowned it out. 

The 1000 did an excellent job with 
video. It was almost perfectly transpar- 


ent, image-wise, whether its S-Video or 
composite connections were in use. 
The only observable change, in fact, 
was an almost imperceptible softening 
of black-level and brightness. While 
hardcore videophiles might find this 
change unacceptable, most people will 
find the 1000’s primary convenience 
benefit—one-component audio/video 
source selection—hard to beat. 

I wasn’t entirely seduced by the 
1000’s ergonomics. Controls are logical 
and work very well from a performance 
standpoint, but I really had a hard time 
with the front panel’s small gold-on- 
black graphics, which proved hard to 
read even in good light. I also missed a 
front-panel (or on-screen) display; LEDs 
light up to show what you’ve selected, 
but from across the room they’re just 
green lights. 

I also wasn’t fond of the 1000’s re- 
mote. It’s small, and its 24 keys are 
identically sized and shaped. To its 
credit, the remote segregates the MAS- 
TER, CENTER, and REAR up/down volume 
buttons, but it’s still all too easy to acci- 
dentally hit the CENTER volume keys 
when you’re looking for MASTER. 
Speaking of volume, adjusting it via the 
remote is tough because the motor-dri- 
ven control runs very quickly. 


NONE OF THESE COMPLAINTS HAVE 
anything even remotely to do with au- 
dio/video performance, of course, and 
it’s worth repeating that Parasound’s 
P/SP-1000 is a terrific performer. 
Check it out if you’re looking for some- 
thing special in home-theater control 
and surround decoding. In terms of 
sheer performance and flexibility for 
the dollar, it has a very small circle of 
peers. ry 
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Diary”), the touching new Italian film 
by Nanni Moretti, who won the Best 
Director award at the 1994 Cannes Film 
Festival. 

In Caro Diario, one of the main char- 
acters wears a bright orange jacket dur- 
ing a scene that takes place on the vol- 
canic island of Stromboli. Noticing that 
the orange had a bit more chroma noise 
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than I wanted to see, I thought that this 
was the perfect opportunity to give the 
Mits’ digital video-noise reduction a 
stress test. I pressed the remote’s V-DNR 
button and, sure enough, the picture 
noise decreased a bit at this, the cir- 
cuit’s standard setting. Then I moved in 
for the kill: I pressed the button again, 
which accessed the variable noise-re- 
duction mode. In this mode, the shuttle 
dial sets the degree of reduction; there 
are even separate adjustments available 
for luminance and chroma. I cranked 
the chroma-noise reduction all the way 
up to maximum and .. . voila/—the 
chroma noise in the orange jacket, visi- 
ble as a flashing vibrancy, virtually dis- 
appeared. Best of all, this was accom- 
plished without any reduction in appar- 
ent detail or overall color saturation. 
Bravo. 

While I was researching this circuit, 
Lancelot Braithwaite, VIDEO’s technical 
editor, noted that it has a potential 
downside: There could be a slight loss 
of chroma detail, in which subtle varia- 
tions such as flesh tones get averaged 
out. But I saw no such problems. Note 
that the V7057’s video-noise reduction 
had no effect on a theoretically perfect 
recording (like a test pattern). 

On the audio side, the V7057 in- 
cludes playback of the usual digital and 
CX analog audio tracks. It also has AC- 
3-detection circuitry, which routes 
AC-3 signals to its RF output when an 
AC-3-encoded disc is spinning (such 
discs also include conventional analog 
and digital tracks, and they’re handled 
in standard fashion). The remote’s AU- 
DIO COMPRESS button brings up a cali- 
brated on-screen display that can re- 
duce digital output level by up to 25 dB 
in 1-dB increments; analog audio out- 
put remains unchanged. 

The Direct CD feature is a real con- 
venience when playing music CDs, sav- 
ing both time and the need to keep the 
area in front of the laserdisc tray clear. 
And the sound was very good across 
the board—not surprising, since the 
digital audio section employs a re- 
spectable 1-bit D/A converter. The 
V7057 also includes both coaxial and 
optical digital-output jacks, making it 
universally compatible with any pre- 
amp or A/V receiver that has digital-in- 
put jacks (and ideal for digital dubbing 
with DAT, MD, or DCC audio re- 
corders as well). Other back-panel jacks 
include two S-Videos and two compos- 
ite videos. 

You’ll also be pleased to hear that 


measurements of video performance 
were among the best we’ve ever seen: 
Horizontal resolution (415 lines) was 
just shy of the limit of the LD format, 
and all signal-to-noise ratios were ex- 
cellent, especially in the chroma (color) 
department. As far as video is con- 
cerned, the V7057 sizzles. 


MITSUBISHI’S M-V7057 IS A TRULY TOP- 
notch laserdisc player, and it should 
fulfill the needs of the most demanding 
viewer—even into the future, thanks to 
its AC-3-ready features. Mitsubishi has 
been making LD players for many years 
now, and that experience shows. The 
V7057 really comes very close to per- 
fection. Satisfy your videophile long- 
ings. | 
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improvement over previous Cinema 
DSP incarnations): Neither mode mud- 
dles the clarity of center-channel dia- 
logue. Both modes do increase the 
overall brightness of the sound a bit 
(70MM more so than ENHANCED)—not 
disturbingly so, but perceptibly. Noise 
picks up very slightly as well. For big 
action flicks, I rather liked ENHANCED, 
but I generally ended up sticking with 
regular Pro Logic— which the V690 
performed quite excellently. 

The additional surround modes in- 
clude four for music (CONCERT HALL, 
CHURCH, JAZZ CLUB, and ROCK CON- 
CERT) as well as STADIUM, SPORTS, and 
TV THEATER. Most of these proved us- 
able in their eponymous settings, to 
various degrees. For pure-music listen- 
ing, JAZZ CLUB was the pick of the lit- 
ter. And TV THEATER did a good job of 
enlivening Dolby-less programming, 
though it was a touch heavy on the re- 
verb. The CONCERT HALL mode sound- 
ed very good, but its surround channel 
stood out more than I liked. Both sTs- 
DIUM and CHURCH load up on echo and 
reverberation—tealistically so, I sup- 
pose. (No one trekked to see The Beat- 
les for Shea Stadium’s acoustics. . . .) 

Level adjustments really can’t help 
out here. They’re stored globally, so 
you can’t set front/center/rear balance 
independently for each mode, which 
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would be very helpful in making the 
music modes more . . . well, musical. 
(In this, the V690 is far from unique; 
why more manufacturers don’t provide 
this relatively simple but powerful extra 
is a mystery to me.) In addition, and 
unlike several higher-priced Cinema 
DSP models, the V690 doesn’t provide 
control over surround parameters (other 
than delay). 

Onward and upward: Surround-mode 
amplifier power proved sturdy. The 


three 80-watt front channels were solid, 
punchy, and refined. Soundtracks were 
reproduced with excellent dynamics 
and clarity, even with the master vol- 
ume cranked. And though big effects at 
peak levels caused the V690’s surround 
channels to audibly strain, they did just 
fine at reasonably sane levels. (In a 
large room or with especially inefficient 
surround speakers, a surround-channel 
power upgrade may be advisable.) In 
two-channel stereo, the V690’s onboard 
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amplification was just out-and-out im- 
pressive: It was open, detailed, and dy- 
namic, and seemed quite effortless on 
deep-bass transients and big dynamic 
events. The output was also extremely 
quiet. (I’ve been testing receivers for 
years, and I’m still amazed by how 
good the better ones sound.) 

The V690 also has a good tuner. With 
strong to very strong FM signals, in 
fact, it was an amazing FM source, with 
low-distortion, wide-bandwidth, spa- 
cious, and dynamic sound that was 
nothing short of outstanding with high- 
quality broadcasts. It also did a good 
job of plucking only moderately strong 
stations out of the ether at my rural lo- 
cation with clean-enough sound. Fringe 
signals were received with only ordi- 
nary quality, however, and AM perfor- 
mance was just fair. 


YOU CAN SPEND MUCH LESS ON AN A/V 
receiver these days, and you can spend 
much more—on either a top-shelf A/V 
receiver or a separates package. But 
Yamaha’s RX-V690 strikes a balance of 
which any gourmet would approve. If 
you’re in the market for a high-perfor- 
mance A/V receiver that won’t bust your 
budget, make tracks for your local A/V 
shop and get yourself an audition. But 
call ahead first—they might take reser- 
vations. 5 
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Nichols’ earthshaking early period, in- 
cluding 1968’s The Graduate and 
1971’s Carnal Knowledge, and his con- 
ventional modern-day output, such as 
1988’s Working Girl and 1994’s Wolf.) 
This new transfer is a huge improve- 
ment over Silkwood’s VHS incarna- 
tions, and the 1.9:1 letterboxed images 
afford breathing room for this intense if 
claustrophobic character study. —KK 


A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 

NLY A HALF-HOUR INTO A NIGHT 
0: Remember (The Criterion Col- 
lection; CLV/CAV discs, $100), a 1958 
British docudrama, the most famous 
iceberg in history has, without a great 
deal of fuss, sidled by the Titanic, left 
its deadly mark, and doomed 1,500 of 
the ship’s 2,200 passengers. Remember, 
which is based on historical materials 


86 JULY/AUGUST 1995 VIDEO 








and interviews with survivors that first 
appeared in a book by Walter Lord, 
wisely underplays the drama of the 
event at hand. Passenger reaction to the 
imminence of death ranges from those 
who claw for dear life to those who 
choose the proper attire for their death. 
Shocking revelations, like the fact that 
valets were expected to go down with 
their charges or that the steerage pas- 
sengers were allowed on deck only af- 
ter the lifeboats were lowered, are un- 
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with The French Lieutenant's Woman, De- 
fending Your Life, and A Cry in the Dark 
($15 each). Columbia TriStar serves up 
some painful love lessons with The Razor's 
Edge and Me & Veronica ($15 each), while 
Fox Lorber offers the love that has no name 
in The Crush, The Hours and the Times, 
The Garden, Poison, The Funny Tape, For 
a Lost Soldier, Stonewall 25 ($20 each), 
and Claire of the Moon ($30). And then 
there’s the love that inspired men to give up 
their seats for women in FoxVideo’s Titanic 
($20). Bottoms up. —JK 





veiled with an economy that heightens HAVE MAKE AND MODEL NUMBER OF EQUIPMENT USED IN YOUR AREA 
the tragedy’s full emotional power. The 
1.66:1 black-and-white print absolutely 
glistens, and the monaural sound is as 
crisp and convincing as the acting. Ex- 
tras include a 1993 documentary on the 
making of the movie, separate audio- 
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PV-1Q505 NEW FOR ‘96..............CALL 
PV-10305 NEW FOR ‘96..............$499 
PVD-705 VHS-C 410PIXEL ..........CALL 
PV-940 VHS ....ceeeeceeserceneereee GALL 
PV-S770 SVHS ......sessesesenseeeseeGALL 













L-2 PROHI-8....CALL  ES-70 8mm....... A 
ES1000 HI-8....CALL _ED-100 EDITOR..C 
MOVIEBOY.......CALL — RU-100 Cc SISUITE AB-1 


ES-600 8mm....CALL ADAPTER. CALL? A AB ROLL EDIT 
ES-550 8mm....CALL s CONTROLLER 


iia LARGEST SELECTION IN STOCK | 


RETURN OR EXCHANGE MAY BE MADE WITHIN 10 DAYS. AFTER PRIOR AUTHORIZATION. ALL RETURNED MERCHANDISE MUST BE IN ORIGINAL NEW CONDITION AND INCLUDE BLANK W 
QUANTITIES. STANDARD SHIPPING MAY APPLY. THIS AD VALID FOR MONTH OF ISSUE. NOT REPSONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS CUSTOMER SERVICE MON-FRI 10AM-5PM E.S) 























5S 


















Panasonic 


BROADCAST & TELEVISION 


TWINCHARGER 
AC/DC CHARGER 


RECONDITIONER ........ 
° DC QUICKCHARGER.. 


PRO EDIT 4 PRO EDIT 5 


| PROCESSING i 
| BeAMCORDER 8 NEW FX-L 
| | WJ-AVE7 : COLORWRITER 
WITH 2 PIP 






































SCREENWRITER... 
SED-COPYMASTER .. 











if 1000 PRO | 
YAN | Gd oto : STABILIZER 


LL 
SELECTION OF SONY, [i Ge ecient 
us IKELITE, BENTLEY a 
a HOUSINGS & 
sensneee LIGHTING SYSTEMSIN § 
eapneue $288 STOCK i SeceuL 


cei $899 
— Ras BBS *3 HOUR BATTERY 
Sa | APT-200 LIFETIME WARRANT 


HOME THEATRE 
















} 
ial SS SES | 
POLST Si NON PSOE OE RTS) 






















CZ-200A..... | 
LARGEST ——— 
SELECTIONOF# = AVAILABLE JXSV55 SYSTEM 
TV’S/AUDIO rate) tl 2” TO ¢ 16 WIPES/8 COLORS WMSPRO 2 MIC SYSTEM 












¢ ENHANCER 







FROM SONY, 60” WIDE 
RCA, JVC, SCREEN JXT-88 


HITACHI, * 10 PG MEMORY 
MITSUBISHI *8 COLORS 


COMPUTERS | 


WIRELESS MICS 




















te 


M329 2.9” 
COLOR MONITOR 





JX-ED11 


¢e WIRELESS EDITOR 
¢ EDIT/ARRANGE 
¢ S-VHS & HI-8 









TOSHIBA 
DESKTOPS*NOTEBOOKS : 
MULTIMEDIAeMEMORY.“" " M938 3.9” MONITOR SYSTEM ........cccssssseeseeereneee $199 

NETWORKING*ACCESSOR 






Authorized Reseller [aim 


ARDS. A'MINIMUM 5% RE- STOCKING FEE MAY APPLY. SHIPPING & HAN 
23 


: 


} 


A et ay EE a eae Bil z i 
ING NON-REFUNDABLE. UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT NON-REFUNDABLE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT 


CIRCLE NO. 30 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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a reine EDITING & PRODUCTION EXPERTS 


_ 10-12 creas St, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 » TECH ADVICE HOTLINE 516-759-1943 


XED-11 JXT88 ; 


The World's Easiest Editor! JXT66 4 z S-VHS/Hi8 Color Titler 

If you can press a button, you can Compact Video Titler The world's easiest to use color The only production center that combines: 

edit a video! New JVC editor is The lowest priced titler ever offered!  titler! Generates its own title screens + SPECIAL EFFECTS GENERATOR SALE s$399°° 
completely wireless-IR remote Features 4 type sizes, 8 page for quick & easy title creation. * HI Fl STEREO AUDIO MIXER 

controlled! Exclusive Jog Locator memory, scroll and zoom in/out. * 8 colors/4 sizes * 10 pgs memory « SVHS COLOR PROCESSOR all in one easy to use unit! 

Dial helps locate & rearrange Plus, it works with all formats * Fade in/out & Scroll title Also Available: $249” 
scenes. No hook-up. Edit anywhere, including S-VHS! AC/DC ¢ Standard size keypad JXS300 Remote Control S-VHS A/V Switcher (3in/3out) 


anytime! Works with all 95 SALES, 95 SALES 00 JXS700 Deluxe Remote Control S-VHS A/V Switcher (7in/4out) 
formats inc. S-VHS & Hig, © 9D 99 (reg $119°°) 199 (reg $229) with 960 lines resolution & 2 signal paths. sagg 


SFX-L a: ae: 
Automatic Control L Editor & 
Special Effects Generator scw 


SED-IR ; ; . ¢ Picture-in-picture Combine 2 video sources 

i . The SFX-L automatically edits your home e-in-p i ‘ 
Universal Editor Works videos with color aan wes plus audio Titler wy Soecial tite Effects by adding full motion or still PIP 
With ALL VCRs!!! mixing. Preprogram an Edit Decision List put your titles into motion & create ¢ Freeze Frame 
Automatic Infra-Red Editor lets you with up to 23 scenes.The on-screen Kos Finiaood arhents:. Esatures ¢ Strobe High, medium & low speeds 
perform glitch free straight cuts or display lists the in & out points, transition Race j WOOGIE CTS sie ZHig ° Multisereen Display 4 or 9 still frames on one 
fade to black between scenes. choices (cut, fade or wipe) & elapsed time deluxe full size keyboard, ‘S? Hl screen. PLUS any 1 frame can be in full motion 
Dual IR control of both playback & of your video. Requires Sony or equivalent Compatibility, &12 page gnu * Mosaic 2 sizes & POS/NEG 


record deck makes Control L camcorder. SALE oo Memory. Letter choices 00 = = ¢ Paint Dramatic color ete etion 
editing a breeze. $42 baw Complete with mic & $249 include 8 colors, 4 sizes, 4 99 § 











ms : ¢ Audio Mixer SALE 
Built in audio mixer. (reg $149) cables. S-VHS/Hi8 compatible. (reg $299°) outlining & boxing. (reg $229) 249" (reg $299") 





Automatic Editor- Choose & 

Rearrange up to 191 Scenes Video Titlewriter-Deluxe Color Titler 

On screen Edit Decision List displays Superimpose titles over live video or on B&W __Includes luminance, enhancer & color gain stores up to 8 special effects in memory 
sequences, in & out points & background. Features 8 colors, 2 fonts, 4 controls for picture improvement. PLUS, for instant recall. Create over 50 wipe 
transition choices (fade or cut). sizes & 3 borders. Titles can wipe in/out, DNR to reduce hiss, 3 channel audio patterns in 8 colors. Wipe options 
Built-in enhancer. Requires Sony scroll up/down, mixer with LED level indicators & individual include sharp or soft edges 


Control L or Pana. 5 pin § 00 crawl &flash. SALES 00 audio & video fade controls. 00 & variable angle. $ 00 
for automatic editing. 199 10 page memory. 149" (reg $179") Free headset/boom mic. $449 Auto or manual operation. 199 


cS ares lias aad 
Reconditions iris AAMBICO... V6331 & V6350 E599. 00 il - a , 

| “one-cyce,Fostest choee’” | us) (aM Re pre seis 
proton! AG/DC ees 0) JXSV55 & JXT88 £589. 00 ieee tip hook up cables ('24" val.) & 


spmio SQ FREE exclusive Hook-Up Gulte & How-to Manual! (6* val.) 


sun Remote 
PAK Control 
Memory WiaVreyis2 = iil Auto Features new modern 
Free -" ba te ae ParvTilt | design with titanium 
Nicad Battery with finish. Includes 
Lifetime Warranty Head | ultra-smooth 
RB7OUL High capacity fluid pan head, 
(2000mAh) gives up to 2 hrs. | a gear drive & 

for 8mm & VHS-C camcorders ld. : AP-200W | Positive 

from Sony, Pana, JVC and , elevation 

Sharp. Features 3 sag F center 


stage LED indicators. column. 
3 teedng eit Same - Mount your camcorder on Sunpak’s pan head, 
as above with ultra high RB-7OUL |CZ200A ; : place on tripod & get in the action with everyone 
capacity (2700 mAh) 569° Cordless VideoLight with else! Infra-red signal controls pan & tilt plus 
Auto Sensor, Zoom s69°5 lens zoom & record/pause of Sony, JVC, Hitachi 599°5 
ATTENTION CANON OWNERS RBE77MF | & Tilt Head. Includes & Canon camcorders. , $4 9 
High capacity (1700mAh) Memory Free Nicad for $395 battery & charger $ 95 Powered by 6v battery (not included) 4 
Canon camcorders. Slim design,Lifetime Warranty. RL-20 compact light 29 RS200W Optional 20’ remote sensor cord $4Q% 
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ADDA bcc Inc. 


AVer Video Suite \aam 
Complete Windows based DTV editing system! 
Our fully integrated bundle gives you video editing, 2D & 
3D titling, plus special effects in one easy to use 
package. Custom modified VideoDirector 2.0 lets you 
edit from any Control L camcorder and modified Curtain 
Call lets you add titles, fades, wipes, graphics and 
animation with the click of the mouse. AVer Pro 
broadcast quality display card is 
SVHS/Hi8 compatible with 1MB $599" 
RAM and flicker fixer. a5 . 

Gradations 

Sra Miracninyaxs 


neens 


[ehe) om elles 


Curtain Call Titles 


AVer Pro 

Desk Top Video titling system 
for Windows. 

Top rated AVer Pro overlay card 
and modified Curtain Call let you 
superimpose spectacular titles, 
graphics and transitions over 
video. Magically transform any 
font with beautiful effects. 
Includes over 30 different wipe 


patterns, $499 


AVerKey3 

Hi-Resolution 

Scan Converter 

Display VGA output from your computer to any TV or VCR! 
Provides VGA, composite, SVHS & RGB output with 
resolutions up to 800x600 & 2nd generation Flicker Free 
technology. True Plug & Play - no software driver required. 
Remote control operation lets you zoom & pan to any area 
of the screen, plus freeze. 


AVerKey PC $299” AVerKey Mac/PC $399” 


Call for Free DTV Handbook 
DTV Tech Support 516-759-1615 
30 Day Satisfaction Guarantee on all our DTV products 


Edit your @iie). 


Videos with your PC for 
under $50! 

Remove unwanted footage and 
rearrange up to 99 scenes. Easy 
to use on-screen menus. 
Requires Control L or Pana. 5 


pin camcorder or VCR. 
PC Edit sag* 


CASIO.”” 


Movie Machine 
Pro-Digital 

Video Mixing, 
Chroma-Key, & 
Much More for 
under $500! 

Turns your PC into 

a state-of-the-art 

digital video mixer 
complete with 18 ™ 
AJB roll video effects; 
fades, zooms, flips, plus 
Chroma & Luma keying. 
Choose from 2 different 
sources plus the built in 
TV tuner. The 
framegrabber lets you 
capture images from 
either source or 


TV tuner! $499” 


Movie Line f 

Non-Linear Digital Video Editing for under ‘1000! 
Non-linear editing is every editor’s dream...random access 
to any frame you want at lightning speed. FAST’s high- 
quality Motion JPEG compression combined with Adobe 
Premiere turns your computer into a state-of-the-art non- 
linear editing system with digital effects at your fingertips 
and ultra-fast editing in a totally digital environment. Create 
music videos, highlight films, commercials, animations .. 
anything you can imagine. Best of all, in the digital domain 
generation loss becomes a thing of the past, giving you the 
highest possible broadcast quality video images. Complete 
system includes the FAST Movie Machine Pro with the 
Motion JPEG Option, plus these award winning software 
titles: Adobe Premiere, Autodesk Animator $975" 
Pro CD & Xing CD MPEG encoder 

Also available: Video Machine Lite A/B roll edit controller 
with digital video effects Call for details 


_ The #1 Home New VideoDirector 2.0 for 

Video PC Editor Windows turns your PC, 
camcorder & VCR into a 
complete video editing 
system. Choose the 
shots you want, drag & 
drop into order you want 
& press “Make Tape” for 
automatic assembly. 
Requires Control L 
camcorder or 
VCR. Available $99°5 
for PC or Mac. 











Use two wireless | mics 


at the same time! 

The Azden WR2PRO two channel receiver 
automatically mixes the sound from both 
mics. Let us design the perfect two mic 
system for your needs. Complete systems 


including WR2PRO & 
*399°°s up 


two wireless mics. 

WR2PRO receiver § 1 89" 
Mic Mixer 

Record and mix sound 
from 3 sources, while 
shooting! Connect 2 
mics plus background 
music to your 
camcorder's audio. 














sgges cas 


WLXPRO 


Professional VHF 
Wireless 

Mic System 

250’ Range 


“149% 


WHXPRO-Wireless 
Handheld VHF Pro Mic System 











179° 


pa 


ECZ990 





e 
a. 
HS7V 





i Zoom 
Microphone 
Picks up sound in 
front without side 
noises. 
2 position 


Headset 
Boom Mic 


Add narration as 
you're video taping! 
Monitor camcorder 

audio. 


SALE 


"69" 


Color Monitor ee " 
The only LCD monitor i 
designed for outdoor use. 

No more squinting into a tiny b/w 
viewfinder!! 2.2” monitor features 
high quality matrix (HQM)technology 
& anti-glare coating to produce the 
most vivid images. Built-in 
sunshield, speaker & adj.volume, 
battery pack holder, adj. brightness 
& monitor stand. 


sae? G* 


No memory batteries offer a full charge 


everytime! Carefree, no worry! § $495 


Available for all major brands. 

“The Swiss Army Charger” 
BCR262 Automatically 
reconditions & charges two 6v 
batteries, incl. NoOMEM. Plus-4 
level LED battery tester 
& Power Supply. AC/DC s79°5 
Also Available: BCR10 Charger/ 
Reconditioner for 9.6, 10, 

BCR262 & 12v batteries. AC/DC $79" 


SALE s4qag9” 


(reg $199°) 


Gs 


Never Miss 

Another 

Program 

The On-Screen 

Program Guide 

with One-Button 

VCR Recording 

On screen program guide lets you know in an 
instant what's on every channel for the next 

seven days. Set top converter works with all 


TVs. Updated program $469 


listings seven days a week! 
does not include monthly subscription fee 


Color Video Printer 

Print Images Right Off Your TV Screen! 

Print beautiful, clear images from home movies, video tapes & 
TV shows. You can even 
make stickers, cards & 
posters of the video 
images! Take a photo of 
anything on screen, 
easily. Make a photo of 
a favorite scene from 
your party or wedding or 
make an album SALE 


of prints $499” 


NoMEM Camcorder Battery Belt Packs w/ LED 


LED65 6.5AH Runs camcorder approx. 5 hrs. 
from videos LED100 OAH Runs camcorder approx. 7 hrs. 93" 
of the kids! (reg $599) 69 


ELECTRONIC WAILRON 


THE VIDEO EDITING & PRODUCTION EXPERTS we are HERE TO SOLVE tom hookup 


, q oven) EE = 200-323-2325 VOUR PROBLEMS 0 operation 


TECHNICAL 
ADVICE HOTLINE 


516-759-1943 
call Phil or Gary 





Since 1982 VMG 7/95 


emputAbility 800-554-9949 


Consumer Electronics 





INTRODUCING... 


HR-S7100U #1 RANKING IN LEADING CONSUMER MAGAZINE! 


ES-1000 


S-VHS 4 head Hi Fi with jog shuttle = : * | 


a 
- 
=) 
z 
> 
es 
i) 
a 
m 


































CALL! | 

; 

Rated Number One!! | 

HI-FI Equipment & Laser Disc Players CAMCORDERS 

pen STARTER 

New from Recoton? - Wireless Cassette Decks A/V Receivers CD Players : KIT! 

Speakers can be used virtually TD-VOOITN RX-SITTN  XL-M2ISTN che ' | 

anywhere in or around your home. TD-WI00TN. —- RX-TIJTN.. XL-MGI7TN Players * 

New 900Mhz signals travel easily TD-R461TN RX-SI7TN XL-M417TN 
through walls & floors up to 150 oo : : 
feet away from transmitter. Mini Systems SPECIALS 

MXC200 MXC550 AL MCI Laser- 

KC) MKC Karaoke 

MXC330 Mini Dise/Record Play Available for most camcorders! 
MX-1 
DIGITAL A/V MIXER 


NEW LOWER 
PRICES 


Evo-9650 Fig] 


GV-8020 

* 2 (8mm) x 4 (VHS ) Head 

* 8mm deck play only 

* Hi-fi stereo on VHS 

* 8-scene automatic (ayy 
assemble editing Single Frame Accuracy 

















WJAVES & W JAVE7 13”-20” CALL!! NEW AB-1 A/B Roll Edit Controller! 






























“s o AG-455 ah er ~ sted Zoom MT. feeeeeseerese digital mixer *Ptov ides VISCA V Deck A/B ROLL EDIT CONTROL SYSTEM 
z oy AG-3 3 chip/SVHS TM-2000. .-.TitleMaker 2000 EDITING DECKS compatibility 
z= EDITING DECKS aa ree ee EVO-9500 ............ HIB recordiplay ies ot °eV-STATION™ 
} ? yan ai ond Dead ne nuimes -P _EVO-9650 ... ..... Single frame Hi 8 deck ee is Desktop inter-format A/B Roll edit controller 
OE AG-1970 : WD We TBC | SEA cin opecial Effects Mixer *Can record PCM with RS-232C port, 3 programmable GPI 
ee AGAI controller ee HIB dual deck ital audio *Available in Hi-8 and 8mm pela sabre 
7 bata : sai ae oe triggers. Reads Hi8 RC time. 
8 I MONITORS EVO-9800 ...........Hi8 recorder player d s 
fer we CT-1383Y 18" video monitor svo-9600....... “= SVHS VCR ‘Provides the key to integrating Vv Available for Windows, DOS / Mac & Amiga. 
omy CT set. sudoeoneeend WE REE SyP-9000 SVHS play only ideo cameras, recorders, : 3 cables included 
% SR CT-2083y 20" video monitor oe : yo” and display devices 
Mme CT 2084VY vow tuner MONITORS LASER DISC PLAYERS into the personal PRO MARK II - Automatic Inter Format 

Washed AV ie ae GVM1311Q...............NTSC/PAURGB MpP-1150....... _...Jaserbarcode computer environment | 2 cables included. 

aa GVM 2020 | tere ess 207 Multi sean 
P.O. Box 17882 A MBSCO) IVA DD) 


BATTERIES 


ver’ 
VO990........Lens guard kit 52,49,46mm NOMEM® Fully Sony PV-4514... dead VCR Plus+ DEALER : 


VO890....Lens guard kit 37,34,30.5mm BATTERY Compatible! PV-4551.. ssssuee4Head HI FI ‘ 





maticall 





ry. Next day ove 




















‘ express available for a small PV-4561..........AS above w/ VCR Plus+ v, 
Readers PV-4562.. ...Dynamorphous heads (A VIDEONICS 
| PV-4564 . 4Head HI Fl, jog/shuttle 
AIRBORNE ATS PV-S4366 ....Super VHS - LOW PRICE! e GO.VIDEOD 
EXPRESS RieeeRo ‘ PV-S4566.. veniNEW! NEW! 
% PV-S4580...... sereessseees NEW! NEW! - 
ays CAMCORDERS i 
One of Wisconsin’s Top 10 Woman C-FORMAT LASER DISC PLAYERS R E Cc OTO N 
Owned Businesses PV-IQ205 ..... 14:1 200m ees iy ; 
‘amin ae Ar & Sel PV-1Q305 .Color viewfinder 3 aha C (Sima) 
U ‘ate, Gove el Si i c Sesreinge 
en ahpas pel PV-IQ405 Image stabilization BS Uae i JVC Sima) 
Heb Image stable PV-IQ505 .As above w/ color VF 
*Tech: (414) 357-8181 PV-S64 nnn nnsnsneene Super VHS TOSHIBA 
No surcharge for credit cards FULL SIZE H 
No extra charge for insurance PV-940 ....scssssesesesssennsessssW/FREE case Be SUNN car cord 
aNigasiva ehuroe fir delivery® CAMCORDERS PV-950..... -Color viewfinder arger / reconditioner 
‘No extra charge for ee GR-SZ7U ...Super VHS/FREE soft case PV-S770... seessseeresrseSUP@F VHS sseoeeeensBmm rewinder 
*On VCR's and Camcorders! GR-AX700 voccccsssese NEW! TVVCR COMBO sodas Control L editor 
Non defective merchandise returned GR-AX800... NEW! PV-M1324... vccccscssarsananet 3" COMBO . pecial effect / sound mixer % 
for refund will be subject to a 15% GR-AX900 «NEW! PV-M1345 .... w/4Head VCR MITSUBISHI | 





GR-SV3.......... w/LCD monitor PV-M1355. MITSUBISHI ELECTRONICS AMERICA, INC, 





...As above - white 
ver's PV-M2044..... vne20" combo 

HR-J610U vscnssscsseneed head H-FI fill PV-M2066..... ‘20’ wIHI FIVCR PHILIPS 

HR-VP612U so HI-FL VCR Plus ACCESSORIES ‘Ahead HI-FI 


HR-VP618U ...HI-Fl & jog/shuttle W JAVES : AN Mixer a af  & 
HR-VP710U. HI-FI flying erase head W JAVE7.. NEW ARN anon 
HR-S5100U 


FREE MOVIE! WJTTL7 ou Titler vans Video heads 


aa 
i eee | HR-S7100U..................FREE MOVIE! a ae Panasonic 


restocking fee 



































HOME THEATER & AUDIO 
INDUSTRIAL & CONSUMER 
CAMCORDERS, VCRs 
AND EDITING GEAR 
ACCESSORIES*MONITORS*TAPE 


TVs*BIG SCREENS*DSS*LASERDISC 
AUDIO SEPERATES* VIEWCAM & MORE! 


f e 
{ : 
q 


q Aw ee ee) ey) 4 send i te, Ws, . & 
(ON ALL ORDERS OVER $100.00 TO BE DELIVERED WITHIN THE CONTINENTAL U. S.) 


GREAT PRICES * EXCELLENT SERVICE 


We proudly feature: 


PANASONIC*SONY*JVC*HITACHI-SHARP*CANON 
RCAsTOSHIBA* VIDEONICS*PIONEER*B&KeFUJI 
KENWOOD:JBL*BOGEN'LOWELL*AZDEN-INFINITY 


AND MUCH MORE! 





CODs & POs 
WELCOME! 








CIRCLE NO. 13 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





DON'T 
DEALS! 











alinew! 
“THI 


EDIT SUITE 


VIDEONIC'S NEW, 
SUPER AFFORDABLE 


A/B ROLL 
EDIT CONTROLLER! 
SUPPORTS ALL MAJOR PROTOCOLS og 
AND TIMECODE FORMATS! 


4 
YG VIDEONICS ons 


The Video Editing Company 

















SAVE! SHARP. 
27E-S6900 = ONLY 


stereo television 


offers: 550 lines, $459.95 
PIP, MTS, includes 
S-video 2-DAY 
compatability, FED EX 


universal remote ' 
and much more! delivery! 











SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
a ITAC er : SPECIAL PRICE 
INCLUDES 
VM-E510A FREE 2-DAY 
REPLACES THE #1 FED EX 
RATED VMES8! DELIVERY! 
features: E.LS., 
COLOR VIEWFINDER, 


24X ZOOM, new DSP, 
1-LUX, WIDEANGLE 
LENS, TITLER, 16:9 

ASPECT RATIO AND 














LOTS MORE! 














VU) PIONEER 


ALL PROJECTION TELEVISION AND 
COMPONENT MODELS IN STOCK! 



































OP EON A 


FD ENCE! 





One 

















KIT A 


2 Video Tapes, 
Camcorder Case, 
Camcorder Strap & 
Full Size Tripod. 


SONY SLV- R100 


+5-VHS Video Cassette Recorder 
+Sony Cable Mouse* 
SLV-770HF VHS... 
SLV-720HF VH 


HOUR FAX HOTLINE 
1-718-998-6650 
CUSTOMER SERVICE LINE 


1-800-405-7468 


LOCAL NY) LINE 


BECAUSE YOU HAVE A FRIEND IN TIE FAMILY Al) FAMILY PHOTO) & VIDEO 


Family & Video 
1-800-309-7468 


BUSINESS HOURS : MON-THURS 9:30AM-10:30PM, 


1-718-645-1298 


KIT 6B 


3 Video T 
Camcorder Case, 
Camcorder Strap, Full 


Size Tri 
Cleaner vee Ue Light 


SONY SLV-920HF 


+Jog Shuttle Control 
+Hi Fi Stereo ¢ 
EV-C20 BMM.vressesseess 
GV.S50 8MM w/TV.. 





EV-52000 8MM 
EV-C100 8MM. 
EV-A50 8MM.., 
EV-C25 8MM... 


12x1 Zoom 


L-2 PRO. 
A-1 DIGITAL. 
UC+S5... 
US-C3 
UC-82 
UCI... 





SL-HF 2000 Beta.. 
SL-S600 Beta... 
MDP-800 Laser 
MDP-750 Laser..... 







+Hi-8mm 
+410,000 Pixels 
*OPTICAL 20x Zoom 


WE CARRY AFULL LINE OF 
CANON PRODUCTS 
INSTOCK 





IVC 


HR-VP412 , 





SHARP. 


w/Built In 4” 
Color Monitor 


VL-HATOU......CALL VL-£32U.......CALL 
VL-H400U.1099.99. VL-LOU.......CALL 








VL-EAQU CALL VL-LO4U......CALL 
VL-EBOU...... CALL VL-L490U......CALL 
@ HITACHI 
*Stabilization 

*Color Viewfinde ‘ 
VM-E410A Call VM-E510A.Call 
VM-H71A .... Call 
VM-H59A Call 
VM-H39A Call 
VM-H38A Call 
VM-E56A.. 





wal 
VM-E54A...Call_ VM- E524. Call 


Call VSX-403 Receiver. 


KIT ¢ 


4 Video Tapes, Camcorder 
Cose, Camcorder Strap, Full 
Size Tripod, Head Cleaner, 
Video Light, Video 
Rewinder, Car Cord Adapter, 
& lens Ceaning Kit 


SONY EV-S7000 


#RC Time Code ¢Jog Shuttle 
+Flying Erase Head 
STR-D1015 Receiver .. 409.99 

309.99 
269.99 
CDP-C745 CD Player. 279.99 
CDP-C445 CD Player. 199,99 
TC-WR645S CASS Deck.......219.99 














FRI 9:30AM- 7PM, SUN 10AM-7PM, CLOSED SAT 


KIT € 


€dra Batkeny, Batten) Discharger, 7 
Video Tapes, Deluxe Camcorder 
Case, Camcorder Strap, Professional 


tra Battery, 5 Video Tapes, 
Deluxe Camcorder Case, 


Camcorder Strap, Full Size Tripod, 
Head Cleaner, Video Ught, Video 
Rewinder, Car Cord Adapter, UV 
Filter & Pro Cleaning System 








PANASONIC AG-195 | |PANASONIC AG-1970 


7 


+5-VHS¢Time Base Corrector 
+Jog Shuttle* Digital Tracking 
WJ-AVES Mixer 769,99 
259,99 
349,99 
CT-1384VY Monitor... 299,99 
CT-1383Y Monitor 239.99 
CT-1384Y Monitor 289,99 


+5.VHS¢Special Effects #12x1 | | Digital Mix, Wipe, Tracer, Still & 
Zoom *Built In Vitc Generator Strobe #8x1 Zoom #1 Lux 


1529.99 





AG-5700 V 
AG-1290 VCR. 
WJ-MX50 Mixe 
WJ-MX30 Mixer... 
WI-AVE7 Mixer 


AG-DP800 Super Cam 
AG-3 Camcorder 

NEW AG-456 Camcorder 
AG-187 Camcorder 


CALL FOR 
OUR FREE 
rALOG! 














*24x1 Zoom 
*Stabilization 
*Hi-Band 8mm 
+5 Program Modes 


NEW £5-2000. 

















*Two Sided Pla 
*Dig Special Effects 





CLD-D503 Laser Disc ......369.99 
CLD-M403 Karaoke .......« 

CLD-S303 Karaoke... 
CLD-S201 Laser Disc....... 
CLD-V850 Karaoke. 
CLD-V750 Karaoke. 


VSX-D2S Receiver... 
VSX-D703S Receiver. 
VSX-D603S Receiver.. 
VSX-D5035 Receiver... 
VSX-453 Receiver... 






















“8mm 

+12x1 Zoom : 

*Color Viewfinder +Hi-Fi Stereo 

+1 Lux +1 Lux +Home Theater Series 

10x1 Z 
PRO-808 8M. ‘Remit Coil VR‘528 VOR ssn 
PRO-843 8MM, “Flying Erase Head q VR-538 VCR... 
PRO-845 8MM. €C-740 VHS-C ssesesssnesnnenCall VR-603HF VCR... 
CC-616 VHS-C.. CC-413 VHS... Call VR-610HF VCR... 

(CC-600 VHS-C...... CC-547 VHS VR-672HF VCR... 
(CC-604 VHS-C VR-507 VCR... VR-674HF VCR.... 











VIDEONICS CITIZEN 












‘Title Preview 
+Random Access of Titles 
Hel rar Monitor 3.0'11 oa 

ThUmbS Up.isonsnnnmenCall Bap eag et wd 19, 
‘Dolby Po Lg w PS P : 
+100 i nal Sound Effects Mixer .. iG M-938 Color 

Equalizer...sesssses 
CT-W703RS Cassette on 


CT-W603RS Cassette pie GO.VIDEO 


| 
CT-WSO03R Cassette 139.99 ff EV ans0 rc COMPATIBLE, Gl FULL LINE IN STOCK AT LOW PRICES! 


GV-8020 call | VIDEO REWINDERS 





PD-F100 CD..... 









Cve30a0NG “Call 
PD-F51 CD GV-3070X.. ¥ 
PD-TM3. CD GY'3060%.. 
PD-DM902 CD -3030X.. 
PD-DM802 CD GV-3020X.. 


GV-3010X. 8mm Rewinder. 
Gy. -8055Z PC COMPATIBLE VHS Rewinder. 
W/SOFTWARE. .sssssesessssvssssnee 

WE CARRY Sil Aid AZDEN |) CALL FAMILY VIDEO 


PD-M703 CD... 
PD-M603 CD... 
PD-M423 CD.... 








1134.99 
CALL FOR LATEST MODELS! 


Policy: All merchandise is brand new and factory packed. We accept all Major Credit Card & COD. Call tll ree for shipping and handling charges. Money Order and Bank Checks should be sent to 1961 CONEY ISLAND AVE, BKLYN. NY. 11223. Allow 4 ‘weeks for Personal Checks and Money Orders, Merchandise Returnable within 7 days for refund or exchange, All refurns must be in original mint condition with 
factory box packaging & all paperwork, Refunds given less 5% Restocking Fee and less Shipping & Handling Charges. Prices are good for phone and mail order only. Not Responsible for typographical erors, Some items cary Intemational Warranties. USA products may var in cost Prices ae Valid Until End of Monthly Issue & are subject to veri fiable Manufacturer's price changes, DCA¥ 0898874 








SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED! ia | 
Poe © 10 ORDER atin TOLL FREE! 


ew Jersey Residents add 6% Bs 


OPEN NOTAXIF | EXPRESS 


BE YOU THE FUTURE OF ELECTRONICS TODAY! 


203 Route 22 East, Greenbrook, NJ 08812 
New York Prices.......With New England Service! 
FOR INFORMATION ..1-908-424-1101 NJ &. CANADA 1-908-424-1101 ae 
'}24 HR FAX LUNE......1-908-424-1105 CUSTOMER SERVICE...1-908-824-1103 ss: SUNDAY | our oF wu | 
| WE ARE SETTING A NEW STANDARD IN MAIL ORDER/CATALOG ADVERTISING WELCOME TO “TOTAL USA WARRANTY” AT THE LOWEST LEGITIMATE PRICES! 


@ Weare’ s ) 

STORE HOURS E.D.T.: 
Sunday 10:00am-6:00pm 
Monday ss-scsoree 9:30am-8:00pm 
Tuesday 9:30am-8:00pm 

| Wednesday 9:30am-8;00pm 
| Thursday 9:30am-8:00pm 
Hf iday... ++9:30am-3:00pni 

CLOSED. 


Our Advertised items include Full USA Manufacturers Warranty which means all merchandise is Brand New, Factory Fresh and is Warrantied by the Manufacturer & 
are the same items you will find in your local video/electronics store, but at much lower prices and door to door service! Don't be Misled by prices for 
“Grey Market” items. Shop Beach and buy what you want to buy! Our friendly Sales Associates will make you a lifetime customer!Let Us Make You Happy Shop Beach! 


-Canon— 


USA Manufacturer's Warranty Incl ded 


Bonus a CASE & TRIPOD!* 


0 “a88" 


nee 
IES 800 


Es 
| USA a rer's vc NEW 
on all JVC Products! wort 


GRAX-700 COLOR. 


GRAX-800 EIS 


GRAX-900 EIS, COL 
GR-SZ7 


9 Hi 


9 
99 HR- +3610 


we AUDIO 


| BONUS FREE CASE & TRIPOD!" AG. 


USA Manufacturer's 


8MM CAMCOR 
PRO 844 24:1 ZOOM, FEH, | LUX NEW!) |ag. 
OR VIEWFINDER... NEW! | 


PRO 846. 74:1 200M, (0! 
PRO 932 24:1 200M, (0 


EW ES 750. 


CLA VIEWFDR .CALL 
ALL 


269.99) | 
219.99 
249,99 
189.99 
179.99 
TOCK 


JEW 1995 
"MODELST 


R: VP412 





Warranty Included! | 


OR VIEWFDR, EIS LNEW! | 


PRO 942 24:1 7M, CRVIEWFDRES, HORE NEW!) 


CC 620 
CC 414, 420, 422, 547 
. V 


cR 
i VR 721HF S-VHS, HI-RESO 
VR 720HF $-VHS, VCR PLUS 
VR 674HF OSD, VCR PLUS, 
© VR 672HF OSD, VCR PLUS, 


24:1 Z00M, (0 


VHS CAMCORD 





1 LUX, MACRO 
+11 LUX, REMOTE. NEW! 
ABILITER 12:1... CALL | 


WC PROFESSIONAL 


OR VIEWFDREIS .. NEW 


S | 
UTION, DIGITAL ...NEW!) 
CAI 


“CALL 
CALL 


INDEXIN 
INDEXING 


We sell a full line of color 
Televisions by major 
Manufacturers like Sony, JVC, 
Toshiba, Mitsubishi, Sharp, RCA, 
Panasonic, Samsung And More! 


CALL FOR YOUR DELIVERED PRICE! 


L|| PROFESSIONAL EDITING DECKS 





Panasonic 


USA ‘Manufacturer's Warranty 


USA VHS-C CAMCORDERS 


PVIQ-204......469.99 PV-54 
PVIQ-604......679.99 PVS-64 


USA VHS CAMCORDERS 
an PV950 Color Viewfinder 
CALL |Pv-900. 

PV-760 C 
NEW 1995 USA VHS VCRS 


869.99 
CALL 


EW 

WEW PV-4511 4 HEAD, VCR PLUS 
WEW PV-4514 4 HEAD, HEAD CLEANER 
WEW PV-4551 4 HEAD, HI FI MIS... 
MEW PV-4564 Hl FI NTS, BILINGUAL 
WEW PV-4562 AUDIO LEVEL METERS 
EW PV-4564 2 VCR CONTROLS, HI Fl 
WEW PV-4466 JOG SHUTTLE, REMOTE 
WEW PVvS4380 S-VHS, JOG SHUTTLE 
WEW PVS4480 S-VHS, T.B.C... 


~ Panasonic. — 
_ PRO INDUSTRIAL 


| HEADQUARTERS 


| GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 
PRO INDUSTRIAL SYSTEM 


|AG-455 —-S-VHS Digital Effects.CALL 

|AG-195 VHS Digital Effects ....CALL 

— hee Supercam, 3 CCD.....CALL 
3 : 


199.99 
214,99 
1259.99 
259,99 
289.99 











CT-1383Y, 1384 VY Monitor......0C 
PRO DIGITAL MIXERS 

| |WJ-MX30 Digital AV Mixer 

| WJ-MX50 Chrominance Key. 

WJ-AVES.....CALL WJ-AV 





C: 
we CALL | 





USA Manufacturer's Warranty! 


PROFESSIONAL CAMCORDERS 
(GYX2U. si CALL KY27U CALL 


| BR-S360U, BR-S378U, BR-SSOOU, BRS8O0U, 
‘RECORDER RM-GB00 CONTROLLER .....CALL 











nd new, factory fresh and include USA Manufacturers Warranty. Prices quoted are for Mail Order Only. Satisfaction Guarantee Exchange 
Return Authorization Number before returning product. Non-defective merchandise returned for refund will be subject to a restocking fee; 5 
to Additional Standard Shipping Charges, Please call for details. Prices are subject to verifiable manufacturer's price increases 


ct 
at service! VM 7-95 


| CVD-1000 
| EVO-9720 HI8 DUAL EDIT VCR.......... 
| |SVP-56/800 S-VHS EDITING SYSTEM.....CALL 
| \XV-D1000__ DIG EFFECTS GENERATOR ...CALL 


SONY > 


USA Manufacturer's Warrani 
NEW! oval Sow Product 4 





SONY USA 8MM CAMCORDERS 
CCD TR700....CALL CCD TR30.....499.99 
CCD TR600....NEW! CCD TR23......NEW! 
CCD TR400 ...769.99 CCD TR-V70 ...NEW! 
CCD TR100.....NEW! CCD TR-V40 ...NEW! 
CCD TR93......749.99 CCD TR-V30 ..769.99 
CCD TR91 .....729.99 CCD FX730.....CALL 
CCD TR83......CALL CCD FX630.....589.99 
CCD TR82.....599.99 CCD FX530.....569.99 | 
CCD TR73......CALL CCD FX430.....539.99 
CCD TR70.....549.99 CALL 
CCD TR66......CALL 519.99 
CCD TR40.....529.99 CALL 
CCD TR93......CALL CCD VX1 PAL..CALL 


-— SHARP. 


VIEWCANM 


USA Manufacturer's Warranty! 
VL-H410U. 


HI-8 Viewcam, 4” Color LCD Screen, 
270° Variable Angle Recording 


8MM VIEWCAMS 
VLE-32U 
-42U) 
VLE-37, 





SONY PAL SYSTEM CAMCORDERS...CALL 
SONY USA oom VCRS 
4 CAL 


EVC-1 
GVS-50... CALL 
NEW SONY USA vis VCRS 


- &@ HITACHI 


| USA Manufacturer's Warranty Included! 


SONY INDUSTRIAL a 





- VDECK HIB COMPUTER VC. gy 


RM-E1000T A/B ROLL ASSEBLE EDITER CALL) | 
- |FXE-100 ALL IN 1 EDITING SYSTEM..CALL 
XV-AL100 VIDEO EDITING SYSTEM.....CALL 











|U250....CALL3 YEAR WARRANTY.CALL | 
\MITSUBISHI TELEVISIONS....CALL | 


CAMCORDERS 
VM-E410A 24:1 Zoom EIS,16:1 Fade ..........NEW 
VM-E510A 270 K Chip, Clr Viewfdr, EIS, Title NEW 

2 CALL VMES57 .ensiu.CA LL | 


4 HEAD, VCR PLUS. 
Wr370 4 HEAD, HI Fl STERE CALL| 

80 6HD...CALL VT382 6 HD...CALL| 
Viet 6 HD. CALL VT482 6 HD..CALL 
irre S-VHS, 5 HEAD. ntl 


GO. VIDEO 


DUAL DECK VCR’S 
ne aun EMM VHS. esssissrisO 


‘GV 3080.....699.99 GV 3090.. 
Gv 3060......689.99 GV 3030 
|GV 3020......539.99 GV 8080 


~~ ate MITSUBISHI — 


USA Manufacturer's Warranty Included! 


eas 





VCRS 
/U100....CALL U500 ....CALL U650 ....CALL 
|U200....CALL U550 ....CALL U770 ....CALL| | 








USA CAMCORDER PACKAGES 


5 VIDEO TAPES, DELUXE CAMCORDER CASE, STRAP, FULL SIZE 


USA BEGINNERS 
PACKAGE 
USA ADVANGED 
PACKAGE 
USA PROFESSIONAL 
PACKAGE 


USA WARRANTY! A $300 VALUE! 


d less shipping and handiing within 15 days of receipt of merchandise only if retumed in original factory package, in mint condi 
10x is sealed, 10% if box has been opened. *FREE CASE & TRIPOD W/EVERY CAMCORDER PURCHASE THIS MONTH ONLY, 
eases. Ali major credit cards gladly accepted, no surcharge. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Thank you fo xr shopping with Beach; Please tll your fen 


CIRCLE NO.'54'ON READER SERVICE GARD 


at —-O 


» MINCLTA__ 


L Ic-532., cue rn mide CALL 
it — () PIONEER 

|| RECE! 
89,99) VSX-D903S.... CALL 


CALL | 
549.99 | | 
CALL 


“Store Warranty” or 


VIDEONICS 


The Video Editing company 
Authorized ' 
“USA” 
Dealer! 


L 
CALL 
Sound Effects CALL 
Boing Box........CALL Video Equalizer .CALL 
Thumbs Up ... «CALL 


NEW FXL EDITOR. 
PRO EDIT 5..249.9: 
IR AUTO ED/IT. 
COLORWRITER 
PRO EDIT 3. 

|PC VIDEO EDIT 
SPM 1, 3,4,7,9,10... 


PAL SYSTEM 


| CAMCORDERS, TV’S & VCR’S 
SONY, PANASONIC, JVC, 


SHARP, AIWA, AKAI 
FULL INVENTORY AT THE LOWEST PRICES 


Nikon. 


5 Year USA Manufacturer's Warranty! 
8MM CAMCORDERS 

NEW VN-400 Same as Sony CCD-TRV30..CA\ 
NEW VN-360 Same as Sony CCD-1R83....CALL | 
VN-350 Same as Sony CCD-TR8: CALL 
VN-200 Same as Sony CCD-TR4 


(?) 
> 
- 
rc 





GREAT HOME THEATER 
IVERS 

SX-303R 
SX-253R 
SX-203.. 


LASER KARAOKE PLAYERS 
[CLD-V750.u0.CALL CLD-D604.....CALL | 


Qo0 
r>r> 
al ol ce 
3) eek ad 


CD PLAYERS 
PD- a 


PD-M 
CALL PD-' Md $i 


GALL PD-103 . 
DECKS 


|PD-TM3 
PD-M703 
CASSETTE 
|CT-WM62R....CALL 
CT-W103 





VIDEO TRIPOD, HEAD CLEANER, VIDEO LIGHT, DELUXE CLEANING KIT AND 


ONLY 


HIGH POWER EXTRA BATTERY, 6 VIDEO TAPES, DELUXE CAMCORDER CASE, 
STRAP, FULL SIZE VIDEO TRIPOD, VIDEO REWINDER, VIDEO LIGHT, CAR CORD ADAPTER, UV 
PROTECTION FILTER DELUXE CLEANING KIT & USA WARRANTY! A $450 VALUE! OME. 
des: 2 HIGH POWER EXTRA BATTERIES, PRO DLX CAMCORDER CASE, PRO DELUXE 
FLUID HEAD VIDEO TRIPOD, 10 VIDEO TAPES, CAR CORD ADAPTER, DLX VIDEO WIDE LENS, 
DLX THREE PIECE FILTER KIT, DELUXE CLEANING KIT & USA WARRANTY! A $650 VALUE! OME. 


inflled warranty cai 


SCONE SONOMA clei tis one) ee d1uoseueg mene ANOS 





COLOWeL VIDEO & AUDIO 


New Models 
Arriving Daily!! 
Call for Models 

Not Shown & 
Today's Prices!! 





HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8 am to 9 pm Sundays 10 am to 6 pm (CST) 
24-Hour Order Processing-Friendly, Honest, Knowledgeable Staff - No Sales Tax Outside Texas! 


Orders Only 


Customer Inquiries 
and Service 


Repeat Callers 


24 Hour Fax Line 









Authorized Sony ; 
Dealer = ifnity | 
Video Camcorders - 3 Micro II | 





VCRs « Bookshelf Hi Fi 














Systems - Telephones | 

emg PALISECAM ; 

icre « on . AB-1 Edit Suite™ 

8 mm Camcorders VHS-C Camcorders Discs World Band re concoume Edit Controller | 

RET SS RL ai idea) och Radio - Watchman with Steady Shot! Controls up to 4 play VCRs & 1 record 
VM-E410A VM-H81A GR-AX700 GR-SZ7 % 10x power zoom Pop-up 0 He up play 

VM-E510A GR-AX800 GR-AX900 Portable TVs - Big 2, pel VCR! Supports Control-L, Control-M, & | 


RS-422 VCR 





















: Screen - Trinitron - superimpose with scroll interfaces! 

VHS Camcorders Video Recorders H Theat remote control, 7 speed 
vM-1800 VM-3700A HR-A41U HR-VP628U ome inearer shutter and more! MX-1 Digital 
VM-2800A VM-3800A HR-AG1U HR-VP720U hes : : 
VM-S8200A HR-J420U HR-VP820U Hifi Components Video Mixer ; 

HR-J620U HR-S5100 4 input switcher, dual 

F HR-VP624 HR-S7100 TBC’s, over 200 digital 

Video Recorders effects and more! 
VIM-190A VTM-482A i iti Sound Mixer Titlemaker 
VTM-291A VIF-772A Video Editing Processor Plus © Thumbs Up | 
VMF-391A VTF-392A JXSV55 JXT88 

UXT66 Jx700 

ALSO AVAILABLE IN PAL/SECAM: 
VCR- Television: Camcorder 

VL-E36 VL-L390 





VLE-42U VLH-410U 



















Jvc ®@HITACHI | 
SONY TOSHIBA | 
3”to 41” Color Televisions 8 mm Camcorders raed and 
: need i 
Big Screen Projection TVs , Pro-809 Pro-883HB Music 
TV/VCR Combinations & Pro-B43 Pro-930 | 
LCD Projection! ae 
WE SHIP NATIONWIDE! VHS Camcorders 
CALL FOR MORE MODELS & fou “4 AG-455 
PRICES! NV-55BX4 Video Recorders SVHS-1LUX-12X 200M 
VR-503 VR-721 
VR-507 VR-720HF . 
VR-603 VR-800HF 
VR-674 
AG-1970 
SVHS/VHS 
ES-70 ES-1000 er a Pee Replacement Batteries, Tripods, 
ES-500 ES-750 AG-513A AG-S20A Microphones, Wireless 
ES-800 L2 AG-A96 W4J-KBL15 Microphones, Video Lights, 
j VW-CGS5P External Batteries, Editors, 
We Carry All Accessories! WJAVE7 WJTL5 Processors and Much More! = 
Stand alone cuts-only, 
: control track edit con- 
RECEIVERS \ es troller! 
120-Watt Pro Logic j 
Receiver / A 
On-Screen display programmable Same as above BLE- a ra 
remote control, DSP-digital signal built-in SMPTE time code ; 








processing, digital equalizer, digital expansion and more! 


COMPACT DISCS 
5 Disc Player with 
Custom Memory 


DSP digital signal processing optical 
digital output, variable line output and 
much more! 


TAPE DECKS 
6-Motor Drive Auto 
Reverse Cassette Deck 
Quick reverse, blank skip, fine bias 
Apply today for your very own 
Colonel Video and Audio Gold Card! 


reader! 












































CIRCLE NO. 21 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





Purchase Orders, COD’s and Personal Checks Welcome 


Defective exchanges may be made within 7 days of receipt after prior authorization. All returned merchandise must be in new condition and include packaging and printed material in original 
unaltered conditions. Returns may be subject to a restocking fee. Shipping and handling charges non-refundable. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Shipping and handling is 
extra. These are phone and mail order prices only. Prices are not valid in the showrooms or to the customers within a 150 mile radius. If you wish to drive to the stores, please phone ahead to 
check the in-store price. *Ask for details. Colonel Video and Audio, 16451 Space Center Blvd., Houston, TX 77058 


Protect your investment on all your electronic equipment today! Ask! 
for details about our fast and convenient 1-5 Year Warranty Prova 


a 











WE ACCEPT ALL SCHOOL, GOVERNMENT & CORPORATE BIDS & P.0.'S 























2570 86" STREET | 
BROOKLYN NY11214 
STORE HOURS 
INFORMATION # 
4 He. FAX LINE CUSTOMER SERVICE 
HOURS 
44 DAY M-TH 11-5 © F 11-4 





gRACTION < FEOR ORDERS ONLY 
SQUARANTEE " USA & CANADA 


bs Milage 


OME THEATER 


cos 


& THE AMEX CARD 


CAMCORDERS / VCR's 


mes atetie) elie 














1 CCD FX730 cau 
Fr cours nono 
COLOR VIEWFINDER LOR 3" MONITOR esi be NE 
ae j | a ea j _ BUILTIN SPEAKER Se aiaaoee 
ae : BY] RCTIMECODEDATE «= Ragas muittiieam ! : : STABILIZER 













AG-1290 CONSUMER Hi-Fi... New PV-IQ205 14:1zoom....497 




































SX.D503S ‘ALL See AG-1970 PRO EDITING.. New PV-10308 14 14:1z0om.... 
jal | CLD-S104 Ge. soaks EB700- Gere 1177. New PV-1Q405.. 

Bx-D6038... ..389 pomrimed ar CLD.$304 | Mixers es j AGWi WORLDINIGE WWONITOR, 1 1697 New PV-IQ505. 

Hes AA8 OOM 608 GL0-0504 | & Mis CT 1384/2084 ....ccccsessssse ALL 

SX-D704S POM-703 CLD.DIb4 MAS FX-SERIES New TR100 wm WJAVE-7 

SX-D604S PDM-802 CLOV-750 IDM21A ccp FSD{vlewmonltoy.. CALL NewTR83 FOR |} WJMX-30. 

SX-D504S PDF- eat CLDV-850 JOMC-820 CCD FX630. CALL New TR93 nay WAJTTL-7. NEW PV-940 (VHS) F 

SX-454 NewTR33 PRI WIKB-15 / WJKB-50......... NEW PV-950 (VHS)color.....597 


8mm 


PDF-10 CLKV-950 
a D2S......1079 Hi ah = PD: F51_# CLD-A-100 (L-Active) 
NEW New EVC-25 
SLV 940HF EVC-20 


CSU for BEST PRICE!!! 
Hi-Fi EVA-50 


' EVC-100 
BIW: ioe New '95 Cassette Decks ow — SLV 940 F.E.H. CONTRO EVS-2000 


SLVR 1000 (super) |SONY CABLEMOU EVS-7000 












CTW-703RS.. 188 


© 24x1 Zoom * Stabili 














: VME 54A & VME 52A.. h 
KRA-3070 | KRV-6070 : : CALL |] VME 56A (16x1,Color V.F.,Hi-Fi). 
KRA-4070] KRV-7070 ARG eeseecanei ante cri Ae LARGE INVENTORY OF SPEAKERS RECIEVERS VME 510A (NEW STABILIZER).....(NEW] 
KRA-50701 KRV-8070 & *SA-VA1 : STRD 101 "ALL 1} VMH 39A (Close Out, Water Res.) 
MICROPHONE!!! ‘°*’*° SRD ST So Catt HI Yr ua Ce Sane 
DPM-' DPR- oy ‘ 59A (Hi-8, Stabilizer 
UD 8S2 uo %e Sey | Der cocy |i] LARGE SELECTION OF LARGE SELECTIONOF _STRO 965... VMH 71A (Wr. Res. Hi-8 Stab. 





ENWOOD CAR AUDIO...CALL!! DPM-6060 1 DPR-5060 ee LARGE SELECTION OF _ STRD O85 


& ACEP VM-1700 (12x1 Zoom) 


ALL CAMCORDERS COME i i 
SS ‘ VM-2700 (w/Video Lite 
peor RDS ‘a < SCan UL cMPAETRCUESSORES ie PRO SAKS) 
Naw! ECON wy Poiamnn tate Powe ee or RE 









VLL 390. 
VLL 64. 


as little as $1.33 a copy!  Wsésntiedinis. 


YES! Enter my subscription to 


VIDEO now! 
1 year (10 issues) for $17.94-$1.79 a copy! 











(] 2 years (20 issues) for $29.94-$1.50 a copy! 














1 3 years (30 issues) for $39.94-$1.33 a copy! 



































































Name —_ 
(please print full name) BG3B 

Address 2. a poet ot aie JXS-700...'397 
City Sy 
State ‘A |) a eee ee 

_] Payment enclosed [ 1 Bill me 
‘ : a y : hnrecs :D DEALERS 
Canadian orders add $7.00 per year (includes 7% GST); foreign YOU SEE IN 


orders add $7.00 per year; payment in U.S. funds must accompany MENT!!! 
order. Please allow 30 to 60 days for delivery of first issue 

: ‘ ENDED WARRANTIES 
Would you like to receive special offers from qualified users of our PLEASE CAL 
mailing list? (Yes OQ No be personel check isaranos. Pisa Ca SH 





carry Manufacturer's warranty. In most cases Coast to} 
Yopping Coast to Coast, where service is the most! 





3] & 
GHD SOINHAS HACVSY NO 02 “ON ST9OHIO 


















COLONEL VID2O & AUDIO 









HOURS: Monday - Saturday 8 am to 9 pm Sundays 10 am to 6 pm (CST) 
24-Hour Order Processing-Friendly, Honest, Knowledgeable Staff - No Sales Tax Outside Texas! New Models Orders Only 
Arriving Daily!! 
A U u H 8) R l Z E D D = Lal L E R Repeat Callers Customer Inquiries 
seo 2 i. : Call for Models and Service 
Not Shown & 
Today's Prices!! 24 Hour Fax Line 










Authorized Sony 
Dealer Infinity 
Video Camcorders - Micro It 






VCRs - Bookshelf Hi Fi 





Systems - Telephones : 
- Boom Boxes - Mini a Pa tao 
ISCS * ony . AB-1 Edit Suite™ 
8 mm Camcorders VHS-C Camcorders Discs World Band Hi-8mm Camcorder Edit Controller 
VM-E310A VM H710A GR-AX200 —-GR-AX350 Radio - Watchman with Steady Shot! 
VM-E410A VM-H81A GR-AX700 GR-SZ7 Controls up to 4 play VCRs & 1 record 
VM-E510A GR-AX800 GR-AX900 Portable TVs - Big oe eoske. Pop-up VCR! Supports Control-L, Control-M, & 
sate : RS-422 VCR 
: Screen « Trinitron - superimpose with scroll interfaces! 

VHS Camcorders Video Recorders H Th remote control, 7 speed 
VM-1800 VM-3700A HR-A41U HR-VP628U ome Theater shutter and more! MX-1 Digital 
VM-2800A _VM-3800A HR-AG1U HR-VP720U ; : : 
VM-S8200A HR-J420U HR-VP820U Hifi Components Video Mixer 

HR-J620U HR-S5100 4 input switcher, dual 

HR-VP624 HR-S7100 TBC’s, over 200 digital 


effects and more! 


Video Recorders 
VIM-190A VTM-482A , ne ‘ . 
VTM-291A VTF-72A Video Editing aot i Hints Up 
VMF-391A VTF-392A JXSVSS JXT88 

IXT66 JX700 


ALSO AVAILABLE IN PAL/SECAM: 
VCR: Television: Camcorder 


VL-E36 VL-L390 
VLE-42U VLH-410U 













Jvc @HITACHI 
SONY TOSHIBA 


3”to 41” Color Televisions 
Big Screen Projection TVs , 






JBL 
Movies and 






8 mm Camcorders 




















‘ 2 Pro-809 Pro-883HB Music 
TV/VCR Combinations & Pro-843 Pro-930 
LCD Projection! eae 
WE SHIP NATIONWIDE! VHS Camcorders 
CALL FOR MORE MODELS & ee ren AG-455 
PRICES! NV-55BX4 Video Recorders SVHS-1LUX-12X ZOOM 
VR-503 VR-721 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 














Sb EAE LISLE, 
: BUSINESS REPLY MAIL) =: 
fad EARLS SAE! 
5 FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO, 295 MOUNT MORRIS, IL oT ae 
> POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE suiniemennnbiiieen 
or vase TERN 
Q RTS 
oc FEI BE 
Q a SE ETERS ESB 
= ; PO BOX 745 
3 Your Home MOUNT MORRIS IL 61054-8184 
(6) 

a= 

de oye etait Tepe er] eee ee | eet eee ee 


extra, These are phone and mail order prices 
Check the in-store price. *Ask for details, Col 








me ACCEPT ALL SCHOOL, GOVERNMENT & CORPORATE BIDS & P.0.'S 


CLD-S104 


STEADY SHOT 
eis M EWFINDER 


RC. Me CODE/DATE 
ODE 


AUTHOR. peD 
DE. 


CCD FX730 cau 
COLOR NONTO , 
LOR 3 MONITOR sepals 

BUILT IN SPEAKER Sieh 
W/CONTROL EDIT ui 
SEARCH —— 


2570 86" STREET 
BROOKLYN NY11214 


STORE HOURS 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


HOURS 
M-TH 11-5 ° F 11-4 
L_VISA | 


Mastercard}... @N q 


a ast 
& THE AMEX CARD 


CAMCORDERS / VCR's 


mes aretsxe) alley 


silt # W arte 
* STABILIZER 


AG-1290 CONSUMER Hi-Fi 
AG- uh PRO EDITING... 
AG-570 


237 
a ; ee 


New PV-IQ205 14:1z00m.... 
New PV-IQ305 14:1zoom.... 
New PV-IQ405.... 


X-D503S 
SX-D6036.....389 | Close Out Special 
‘ PDF-1001.......375 | CLD-S304 
'DM-603 CLD-D504 


Gib boos IMA 
PoNane CLD-D704 |MA9 
PDF-904 CLDV-750 DMZIA 
PDF-1004 CLDV-850 JOMC-820 


CLKV-950 
1079 1 ly PD-F51 ! CLD-A-100 (L-Active) 


“Call for BEST PRICE!!! 


yy 4042 New '95 Cassette Decks CTW-604RS 


CTW-704RS 
ED 8 
CTW. MaRS, .188 


AGW1 WORLD WioviTOR) 1697 
CT1384/2084 CALL 


WJAVE-7 
WJMX-30 


New TRI00 ONL 
New TR83 


New TR93 ust 
NewTR33__ PRI 
8mm 

New EVC-25 
EVC-20 
EVA-50 
EVC-100 


EVS-2000 
EVS-7000 


ccD a0(vewmonio.. CALL 
CCD FX CALL NEW PV-940 (VHS)... 
NEW PV-950 (VHS)color. 


F.E.H. CONTROLS ~~ 
SONY CABLEMOUSE... 


SLV 940 
SLVR 1000 ‘super! 


) 
BETA SLS-600 » SLHF-2000 set 





BEST pha 
BUY. color Lcd Viewfinder 
* 24x1 Zoom * Stabilizer * 


VME 54A & VME 52A. . [NEW 
VME 56A (16x1,Color V.F.,Hi-Fi) 
VME 510A (NEW STABILIZER).....[NE 
\VMH 39A (Close Out, Water Res.) 
VMH 57A (Hi-8, Stabilizer) 

VMH 59A (Hi-8, Stabilizer)... 

VMH 71A (Wtr. Res. Hi-8 Stab. 


TCWR 365. 


GRAX-200 
TCWR 465. 9 


GRAX-350 
GRAX-600 
GRAX-700 
GRAX-800 
KRA-4070 GRAX-900 
KRA-5070 CALL!!! 


KRV-7070 
KRV-8070 


| KRA- | KRV-6070 


—RECIEVERS 
STRD 101 ALL 
STRD 565 


*SA-VA1 ij 


‘SAVAS I STRD 665 
LARGE SELECTION OF — STRD 965. 
MINI SYSTEMS AVAILABLE STRD 865 


ALL CAMCORDERS COME 
, ali On COMPLETE W/ MANUFACTURERS 
ACCESSORIES 


CALL 12 PRO 


NEW.G-3.°° 


OUT 
MICROPHONE!!! 


LARGE SELECTION OF 
WALKMAN & DISKMAN 





Up952 _UD552 DPM-5060 | DPR-3060 
ENWOOD CAR AUDIO...CALL!! DPM-6060 | DPR-5060 


VM-1700 (12x1 Zoom) 
VM-2700 (w/Video Lite) 
\VM-3700 (COLOR VIEWFINDER) 
VMS-8200 (PRO S/VHS)..........+ 














TD-R461TN 
TD-W709TN.. 


VN-200(equal to TR40)..... 

VN-350(equal to TR-82) Ci 

New! VN-360 (equal to TR-93)...CALL 
ASK ABOUT OUR New! VN-400 (equal to TRV30).. CALL 
EXTENDED 5 YEAR 


IMX- 
New! MX-C990. WARRANTYIII 


New! MX-C770. 
New! MX-C550. 
New! MX-C330. 
New! MX-C220.. 
FULL LINE OF JVC CAR STEREOS!!! 


ASK ABOUT THE NEW SONY COMPARABLE NIKON CAMERAS FOR 1995! 


ASK ABOUT EXTENDED 
SERVICE CONTRACTS 


PV4501 (4-HD).. 
ts ran 4-HD, VCR+ 


TM-2000...CALL 
EQUALIZER..CALL .g 
SLPG-350 Se OT a 
SLPG-450 
SLPD-687 
SLPD-887 


RS-TR979 
RS-TR575 
RS-TR474 
RS-TR373 


WE DISCOUNT VIDEO TAPES PLEASE CALL 


WE ARE AUTHORIZED DEALERS 
FOR EVERY BRAND YOU SEE IN 
THIS ADVERTISEMENT!!! 


PIONEER « SONY * KENWOOD : ADS + we 
*BLAUPUNKT + DENON + CLARION 
ALPINE » SHERWOOD « JBL + INFINITY « 
PROFILE + TOSHIBA « PYLE DRIVER « 
PYRAMID + KICKE! 


| 
WE CARRY EVERY MAJOR BRAND OF CAR Cody, 
STEREOS, SPEAKERS, AND ACCESSORIES!!! 
aera ocer asc In store pices may vary. yt bre pariog ot cankg coming fo the store, please call in advance to reserve merchandise for pickup. We welcome all major credit cards with no surcharge. COD welcome , money order and cerfied checks, Allow 2-3 weeks for personal 


ox prior rtun authorization # before Shipping and handling is non refundable. All retums subject to restocking fee, and must be returned in original box, and in original mint condition, with unfilled warranty cards, No exceptions. ce bans bie! a PTI lo Pa alder eee In most cases Coast to} 
‘manufacturers warranty may be additional. Not responsible for typographical errors. Above prices supercede all others, and remain in effect until next month's issue. Standard shipping applies. Call for handling 8insurance prices. IST Lc BOOP Cite LO where service is the most!! 


HSU-550 
HSU-650 
HSU-750 MICROPHONES 
ACCESSORIES 

















Q@uYV9 JDINHAS HACVSY NO 02 “ON JTOHIO 




















EDIT SUITE™ 


A/B ROLL EDIT CONTROLLER 


FEATURES 


~ A/B/C/D roll editing (when used with 
Videonics MX-1 Digital Video Mixer) 

~ Controls up to 4 play VCRs; 1 record VCR 

~ Sequence, cuts-only, or random assembly 

~ Select MX-1 transitions, direction, speed, 
backgrounds and border colors 

~ Works with GPI-compatible mixers, titlers and 
other equipment 

~ Two independent GPI ports for multiple device 
control 

~ Stores up to 250 scene events 

~ Supports Sony LANC (Control-L), Panasonic 5- 
pin (Control-M), RS-232C, and RS-422A 
consumer and professional VCR interfaces 

~ Jog/shuttle wheel for precise VCR control 

~ Standard button VCR control 

~ Supports RC, VITC and LTC timecode formats 

~ Backlit, 40 character LCD display 

~ Advanced audio only, video only, insert, and 
split edits with compatible decks 

~ Internal beeper for user feedback/error detection 

~ Easy-to-read Edit Decision List (EDL) display 

~ Auto-build EDL and auto-assemble 

~ Manual time entry capability 

~ Edit preview (view planned edits); edit review 
(view completed edits) 

~ Multiple project storage 

~ Computer interface allows import/export of data 

~ CMX 3400-compatible file export allows off- 
line EDL transfer to on-line suites 

~ Built-in product feature demo 

~ Non-volatile RAM saves work when power is off 

~ Includes three Control-L and three Control-M 
cables, a GPI cable, and an IR wand 

~ Two-year limited warranty 


Gets It All! 


MODEL AB-1 


O01~ IN 01:58:41.20 
B QUT @1:59:11.07 











TIME CODE IN VCR CONTROL 


pee be : - A REC D c B A 


COMPUTER (RS-232C) FS IR POWER 
© © Ee E@ 


GPI-T (2) 








! 


FAX: (509) 858-4387 





onecall @ iea.com 
www.iea.com/~ onecall 


7 Days a Week - 7am to 6pm PST 
418 W. Riverside - Spokane, WA 99201 





O\Nest 


DISCOVER 


CIRCLE NO. 42 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





; 
| 


ORIGINALLY FROM OLD ORCHARD BEACH MAINE 


= Cll = aaa 


957 CONEY ISLAND AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11223 


E WELCOME SCHOOL & GOVERNMENT PURCHASE ORDERS! 


Ask about 
OVERNIGH 
DELIVERY 


INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED! 


TOLL FREE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE LINE 


For - uiries on orders already placed and 
Shi i-800.9 from 9:30am-5:00pm 9 


00:992:2379 


SATISFACTION, LOW PRICES & EXCELLENT SERVICE GUARANTEED! 





Panasonic 


Panasonic 





CAMCORDERS 


CORIO. 70999 CCOIRVTO177999 
CCD-R93.....719.99 CCD-TR V40...... ALL 


50999 (A430. 499.99 
a FX330. 479.99. CCD-SC5 . . 569.99 


PAL MODELS ALSO AVAILABLE! 





SONY VHS VCR’S | /ik.1210 


SLV-R1000.739.99. SLV-720HF 279.99 
SLV-940.....359.99 SLV-640.....269.99 
SLV-920HF.349.99 SLV-620HF.259.99 


S1V-780....319.99.SLV-440...219.99| | Sk 5360, 5.VH5 VCR 


8MM VCRs 
EV 5700.1369.99 ASD 


SL-HF2000.....CALL SL-S600........CALL 
LASER DISCS 
MDF-800 1089.99 MDP-600 .. gi Hl 
04.99 MDP550 








RECEIVERS 


STR-D1015...409.99 STR-D715....269.99 
STR-D10115.399.99 am rite 229.99 
STR-D915.....309.99 STR-D515...189.99 
STR-D911...274.99 STR: Ge 159.99 
COMPACT DISC 


CASSETTE DECKS 


TCK-615....259.99 TCWR545..159.99 
TCWRO45S 219.99 TCWR445 ..134.99 
TCWRO35S 189.99 TCWR345..109.99 
MINI COMPONENT SYSTEM 


re 


MHC-C90....729.99 MHCC33....389.99 
MHC-70....599.99 MHC-550....339.99 


(DP-C 9.99 CDP-(33 LL | MX-C995 
(DP-CG545...239.99 CDP-C245 ..159.99) | MY-C77 





MHC-C55....449.99 _ MHC-450 ...289.99 





CAMCORDERS 
Jvc og 


GR: AN900 669.99 GR-S71......849.99 


GRAKDO0- 489.99. GRAX3O...439.99 
GR-S77......969.99 GR-SV3..... ae 


1 IR NERS 
JVC VCR’S 


9 HR-VP618 289.99 
i Seo 99 HRVP612..264.99 
HR-S6900 . Ay HR-VP4T2 ..199.99 
HR-S4900..449.99 HR-J610.....249.99 
HR sll 08 HR-J410... Ake 


PROFESSIONAL 
BR-S378 $-VHS VCR CALL 


RY-B15VIN...339.99 RKSTSIIN 199.99 
RX-7ISVIN...254.99. RX-315VIN...134.99 
SPECIAL sommizae” 
RX-505 VIN... 79.9 


JVC co PLAYERS 


XL-MC100...569.99 XL-V26ITN.114.99 
XL-MSO9TN.219.99 XL-VIGTIN....99.99 
XU-M4TSIN.169.99 XL-GMBOOTN...CALL 
XL-FUTIN..164.99 XM-D hinii....CALL 
JVC CASSETTE DECKS 


Dsi.2899 1 rt 1 og (DSO 
TD-AGTIN He 


TDWAOSILI9.99 KDISU7N GL 
JVC 


MIN! COMPONENT SYSTEM 

694.99 MY-(33......419.99 
TT oo 499 MX-S20 noes CALL 

ks 04.99 UXO enn CALL 


249.99 
IVC 
VIDEO PERIPHERALS 


1X-SV55 Video edtng Processor..309.99 
JX-188 Character Generator........164.99 
JX-166 Character Generator . 

JX-$300 AV Selector. 





LENM 
BATTERIES IN STOCK, 


CAMCORDERS 


PV-S64 100999 PV-10304.. 
PV-5A 829.99 PV-1Q244 . 
PV-0 605.....CALL PV.10206... 
PV-10604 ...684.99 PV-10204 .. 
PV-1Q 505 ..609.99 PV-S770.... 
PV-10504 569.99 PV-760B..... 
PV-IQ405...569.99 PV-950 
PV-IQ404...499.99 PV-940......469.99 
PV-10305...519.99 PV-910.......529.99 
PANASONIC VHS VCRs 


449.99 
529.99 
479.99 
429.99 
919.99 
719.99 
519.99 


PV-4564........CALL 
PV-4562.....264.99 


PV.4551 209.99 
PV-4514....194.99 


PV-S4566.......CALL 
PV-4570.......CALL 
PV-S4580.......CALL 
PV-S4380...674.99 
PV-S4366.......CALL 
PV-4501.....164.99 PV-4466.....399.99 
PV-S4480......CALL PV-4464....314.99 


PRO VCRS 
AG-1290....229.99 AG-5700.1174.99 
AG-1970..1159.99 AG-WI....1529.99 
AG-1300.... 199.99 


ees CALL AG-196.... 
G-195.....889.99 AG-187.....529.99 
AG-3. SCHIP S-VHC-C. 
AG-DP800 SUPERCAM 

PRO ACCESSORIES 
WJ-AVE7.....839.99 (T-1383Y ...239.99 


9) |WA-AVES....769.99 WJ-MX30 1744.99 
349.99 


WJ-TIL7....259.99 AG-AN6 
W-MXS0......CAl 








LASER DISCS 
CLD-D703..699.99 CLD-D503 ..369.99 
CLD-M403 KARAOKE .. 39.99 
CLD-S303 KARAOKE ... 


CLD-V750 KARAOKE 
CLD-A100 LASER ACT 

WE CARRY PIONEER MICROP 

1) PIONEER’ 

CALL FOR LATEST MODELS 

RECEIVERS 
VSX-D25...1089.99 VSX-453.....209.99 
VSX-D9035.689.99 VSX-403.....189.99 
VSX-D7038.459.99 SX-303R.....179.99 
VSX-D603S.399.99 SX-253R.....139.99 
VSX-D5038.279.99 SX-203......119.99 
COMPACT DISC 

PD-FI00.....409.99 PD-M703....179.99 
PD-F5I......279.99 PD-M603....149.99 
PD-IMS......279.99 PD-M423....134.99 
PD-DM902.234.99 PD- HHA... 29.99 


-103.... swnod(ALL 
CASSETTE DECKS 
CT-W703RS. 199.99 CT-W503R..139.99 
ews 159.99 CT-W403R..1 Hanke 





COMPANY POLICY These are phone and mail order prices only. Prices are not valid in the retail showroom. If you wish to dr 


Diners Club, Canon, Discover, Carte Blanche. COD orders welcomed or mail in Bank, Cashiers or Certified Checks. For Personal Checks and Money Orders please allow at least 4 weeks from the 








SPECIAL EFFECTS, S-VHS CAMCORDER 
DIGITAL STILL/GAIN UP, DIGITAL 
STROBE/Z00M, ADVANCED RECORD- 
ING, 12X ZOOM WITH HI Fl STEREO, 
LAMINATED AMORPHOUS HEAD 


SHARP. 





CAMCORDERS 


igi gy Dealer! 











COMPUTERS 
HE GARY A ROLL LE OF 
Ss 

LAPTOPS 

MONITORS aa 
MULTIMEDIA KITS. 

PRINTERS 

SCANNERS 
CALL AL EXT 216 

AND ALL OTHER ACCESSORIES 
ALL MAJOR BRANDS 











CAMCORDERS 


HL-BMM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, OPTICAL IMAGE 
STABILIZATION, 12X ZOOM & MUCH MORE 
NEW CANON ES-2000. 
A-1 DIGITAL... 
Ll... 


al, 5750... 
a9 590 


“fio FO: i 
(ALL £350... 











COLOR VIEWFINDER, 
BUILTIN LIGHT, 12X1Z00M 
CALL FOR PRICE! © 





“510 VHS-C..CLL 88 if 
(52 91H 
ANG WE GARRY EWA MARINE 
fi) & OTHER HOUSINGS! 





HI-8, COLOR 
VIEWFINDER, ge 
470,000 PIXELS, 


CALL YMGESIO 
CALL VM-E410 
CALL VM-270 


VI-F482A veryiis.;. Pe 


JOG SHUTTLE CONTROL, 5 HEADS 
ye a HEAD 








Vi 382k. CALL CALL 


, please call ahead to check in store availability and ie the name of the salesman you p30 to. T 
free for peed & handling charges. All merchandise is 











ate MITSUBISHI 


peat 
v6 
HS-U500 
SPEA 
FULL LINE IN STOCK AT LOW PRICES! } 
WE CARRY YAMAHA REGIEVERS 

















iN & NADY 
MICROPHONES CALL 


LOCAL & OVERSEAS 
1-718-645-1818 
FAX NUMBERS: 
ORDERS: 1-718-998-5216 
CUST. SERVICE: 1-718-382-8596 


NO SURCHARGE 
ON CREDIT CARDS! 











MX-1 MIXER 
THUMBS UP/VIDEO EDITOR... 














“139-99. IRED/M.. LL 
FX ED/it 4.cceoCALL Colorwriter......CALL 
WE CARRY SIMA PAL! 











3" COLOR 
MONITOR 
M-32 


*119. 


M- ee Ba A MONITOR 











-B0557 PC aa w/software CALL 
GV-8050 PC Compatible ... CALL 





HI-RESOLUTION 199.99 


TELEPHOTO & WID 
ANGLE LENS SET | 
FOR ANY CAMCORDER 


9} |SHARP OPTICS 


REGULAR $149.99... 999.99 


WITH A CAMCORDER PURCHASE 





WE CARRY BATTERIES & CAR 





CORDS FOR ALL CAMCORDERS!!! 








late we deposit your check. Call tol 


SATISFACTION 


GUARANTEED 
WITHIN 7 DAYS OR 


MONEY BACK! 


ALL CAMCORDERS 
COMPLETE AND FACTORY 
PACKED WITH BATTERY, 
CHARGER, ADAPTOR, 
CORDS, ETC. 


‘o order use Visa, Mastercard, American Express, 


brand new. Exchange or refund less shipping & less 5% restocking fee wihtin 7 da s only if returned in original mint condition with carton, packing, papers and unfilled warranty cards. NO EXCEPTIONS. Quantities limited. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typo- 
f i ‘abl f international Warranty unless otherwise stated. USA Products Vary In Cost. Cal ol free. DCA# 0898874. 


graphical errors. Prices are Valid Until End o! 


Monthly Issue, and are subject to verifi 


le Manufacturer's price changes. Products offered carry 


JOO OOOO OOOO OOOO OOOO OOOO. OO OOO OL IL OY 


. 33 ON READER SERVICE CARD 








At Authorized Electronics we have 


Now a days, more and more people want the latest in technology like 


new arivals daily & carry thousands of Toshiba Perfect Flat, Panasonic Super Flat, Hitachi Ultra Vision, Sony, 


all at the guaranteed lowest prices. 


JVC on other high resolution monitor at great low prices! 


But now you need a great source 


fined The first essential for your home 


products 
come with 
USA 
Warranty 

and all of the 
Manufacturers 
Accessories! 
Here are a 
few samples! 


GR-SZ1 Pro sVHS-C Color VF Stabilizer . . 

8mm 3” Color LCD 12x1 Zoom 

Sony VX-3 Pro 3 CCD Hi 8mm Hifi ... 

Hitachi Compact Hi8 Color VF Stabilizer .... 
Sony Camcorders at the 


Authorized Electronics also carries 


decks all at the guaranteed lowest prices. 


Hi Band 8MM Play and record. . 

Super Beta slow motion 

JVC S-VHS Hi Fi Editing Deck 

Toshiba Flying Pre-amp 6 Hr recording 
PANASONIC S-VHS Hifi Flying Erase hd. . 


For that finishing touch we carry 


Videonics MX-1 Special Effects Generator. . 
Videonics TM-2000 Hi Resolution Titler. . . 
Sony XVD-1000 Frame synchronizer .. 
Panasonic WJAVE-7 Pro Mixer 


And music while your on the move 


AMIFMICASS removable face 25 wps 
AMIFMICASS remlface CD control 25 wps 
6 Disc ultra compact CD changer 

6 Disc CD tnt w/ RF modulator & Remote. 


FiGe 100.7 om 


theater 


is of 


course a 


425 lines of resolution & CD audio 
all wrapped into one package! 

Video Laser Disc Players From 

24 Disc CD Changer 

100 Disc CD Changer 

CD & Laser Video with auto reverse 

To finish the system off a great pair of 
room shaking hair razing 


screen 
we carry 
all your 
favorite 
brands! 


100” High Resolution LCD Front Proj ... 
60” RCA PIP, Surround, Univ Remote.... 
50” Dolby Pro Logic Rear Projection .... 
45” Cinema Wide PIP Surround 

35” Tube MTS Stereo & Surround 


The next step is quality audio, a 


We carry hifi brands like Bose, BIC 
Advent and much more! 


Dolby Pro logic 100 watts per channel ... 
NEW Dolby Surround AC-3/Pro Logic... 
THX/Dolby Pro Logic Receiver 

Dolby Pro Logic 125 wpc, multi room-multi source 
programming, 5 Spkr outputs 


Two Rear & One Center Channel Pkg 
Front Channel Bookshelf Speakers ........ 
Mitsubishi Dual Satellite Speaker & 
Subwoofer System (Orig $549) 

6 Pc. Full Surround System w/subwoofer. . 


For the latest in digtal technology 


Dual Cassette, 10 CD Changer 30 watts. . . 
pea is apdel Equalizer 200 watts 


Technics, Sony, 
Aiwa, & JVC 


Digital Compact Cassette, 
Digital Audio Tape, 
DAT,Mini Disc, 

DCC, & PCM 
STARTING AT 


ELECTROMES ws, 29 
ji Pcjoleo le yf fy 4 4-7 


SAMMAN’S ELECTRONICS 1166 HAMBURG TPKE. WAYNE, NEW JERSEY 
All prices quoted include Manufacturer's standard accessories & U.S. Warranty. 
All units are factory sealed. We ship within 24 hours. Customer Service 201-696-6531 


























BUSINESS HOURS 
Mon-Thurs 9:30am-8:00pm 
Friday 9:30am to 6:45pm 

Closed Saturdays 
Sunday 10:00am to 7:00pm 
3126 Avenue U 
Bklyn. N.Y. 11229 


Special Offer: To extend your warranty weak to 5 nico or an additional 199.00 to any listed camcorder si 
ERS 
499.99 


COD-TRIOO 020110 S1069,99 
HI-8MM, COLOR VIEWFINDER, 


CCD-TR400.. $149.99 Ci f 
COLOR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZATION CCD-TR93 . 
| C IMAGE STABILIZATION, RC TIME CODE ff 


CD-TR100 .. 
-TR6O0 . . 






it CALL 
CALL 

4 CALL 
VM-E54<......CALL 
VM-E55A......CALL 
VM-E56A......CALL 
VM-E58A......CALL 










TRI, $709.99 CCD-FXG30, 
STEREO HANDYCAM, OPTICAL IMAGE Bee 
STABILIZATION, COLOR VIEWFINDER c LL i on P 


IVE 


GR-SZ7...$969.99 JVG 
IGR-AX 200....489, PROFESSIONAL 


BRAK 350. SR-$360 Super VHS VOR ess CALL 
ER Ak 539.99 R-S378U Super VHS VCR ‘CALL 
i ¢ 99 TM-900 SU Monitor . CALLE 
CALL IM 
CALL 









CCD-FX-630........$349,99 
IMAGE STABILIZATION. 12X1 ZOOM 








































































Name ease PInt) 
Address_ = : Z 
City == State Zia 
Telephone Number (with Area Code) __ 
1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 
; 20°-25" A 25-2F BL) 27"-32". CL): 35+ 0 
2. Approximately how many hours per ae do you watch TV? 
0-2 E 3-5 FL] 6-10 GO 














3. How far in advance do you plan your TV viewing? 
Thour HO) Idoy 11) week JL ~ NoPlanning KC 
4. Do you tape — vee pala (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? 

Yes 
5. Which sources o; » use to plan TV viewi 
Daily News ag oe NL Cable Guide 09 
TV Guide Other RCI 


6. - many programs do you fape per week? 
SP g 5) tial P 


















































We 
leekly Newspaper Insert P 





























1+ 
at apical your ick was made easier would you record additional shows? 
Yes VOI No Wo 


8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? 











No Y 





Yes X 














Please circle product numbers to receive desired information 

f 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 
106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 196 147 118 119-120 
421 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133. 134 135 
436 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 
4151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 
166 167 168 169 170 171 172 173 174 175 176 177 178 179 180 
181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 10/31/95. VM7951 


ES 1000 


HI-8, 
Stabilization, 
Color Viewfinder 


NEW £5-2000. 


8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? 


LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL 
718-891-1878 


PROFESSIONAL 
INDUSTRIAL LINE 


CALL FOR LATEST 
PANASONIC MODELS 


AG-455 vee 1499.99 
9 INDUSTRIAL PROFESSIONAL CAMCORDER 





Mm PRO 808 8MM....CALL =CC-600 VHS-C...CALL 
+a EA PAeee Yee eae a VO ert AVA Ae 


Name 

(please print) 
Address ee Eas 
City =State.__- — Zip = 
Telephone Number (with Area Code)_ 




















1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 
20"-25" A 25"-27" B 27-32" C 
2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? 
0-2 E 3-5 FL] 6-10 
3. How far in advance do you plan your TV viewing? 
Thour H lday | 1 week 1 No Planning KC 
4. Do you tape “series” programming (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? 
Yes No M 


35% DO 






































60 



















































































5. Which sources do you use to plan TV —_ 

3 ae yaper Cable Guide 01.) Weekly Newspaper Insert P(_1 
vide Other RI 

é How many programs do you tape per week? 
1-5 scr 5-7 1H 























7+ 
7. If programming your VCR was made easier would you record additional shows? 
Yes VLJ No 

















Yes X No YC) 











Please circle product numbers to receive desired information 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29, 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 
106 107 108 109 110 1411 112 113 114 #115 116 117 118 119 120 
121 122 123 124 #125 126 127 128 #129 130 131 132 133 134 135 
136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 
151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 
166 167 168 169 170 171 172 173 #174 #175 #176 #177 #178 «#+%179 «#180 
181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 


Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 10/31/95. VM7952 


WINOld dUBHS IINOSYNYd DAL ANOS BNINOL UVLIAIA XBINId VIIONIW NODIN NONY> 






Largest Selection Of Name Brand 


ctronics At The Absolute Lowest 
Prices! From 20%-40% Off List! 


At Authorized Electronics we have Now a days, more and more people want the latest in technology like 
new arivals she Aig thousands si Toshiba Perfect Flat, Panasonic Super Flat, Hitachi Ultra Vision, Sony, 
Ne on other lugs resolution monitor at great low prices! 













all at the Pee itcos lowest ties Ome theater SYSTEM But now you need a a source 


All of The first ero oe your home 


Our’ theater 
products . 


come with of 
USA course a 











Warranty UK _ ' 
and all of the <yeen | V 425 lines of resolution & CD audio 
Manufacturers big all wrapped into one package! 
Accessories! We Carry Video Laser Disc Players From........... 
all your BL Disc CD Chighiger:. <.\.vuadeuwidee 0. 
Here are a . B00: Dise' CD Chancer. pictapiseaie «eels! ais 
Cc fe ew ge tis CD & Laser Video with auto reverse...... 
Tranads 


To finish the system off a great pair of 
room shaking hair razing 


| GR-SZ1 Pro S-VHS-C Color VF Stabilizer . 
| 8mm 3” Color LCD 12x1 Zoom .........++5 $79 





Sony VX-3 Pro 3 CCD Hi 8mm Hifi ... In Stock! 100” High Resolution LCD Front Proj ...$ 
) Hitachi Compact Hi8 Color VF Stabilizer .... $799 60” RCA PIP, Surround, Univ Remote.... y 





TOTOT X09 “O'd 
TOTOT X09 “Od 


T9TO-9Z080 FN ‘NOLYSATY 
T9TO-9Z080 FN ‘NOLYSATY 





dal Offer: To extend your weerra fonernge to 5 ye 


BUSINESS HOURS 
Mon-Thurs 9:30am-8:00pm 
Friday 9:30am to 6:45pm 

Closed Saturdays 
Sunday 10:00am to 7:00pm 
3126 Avenue U 
Bklyn. N.Y. 11229 





add an additional 199.00 to any listed camcorder price! 


op. T Gf CORDERS, , nee 


CCD-VX3 ..... 
CCD-FX230. 
CCD-FX330. 
CCD-FX430. 
CCD-FX53! 


7109.99 CCD-FX63! 


IMAGE 
STABILIZATION, COLOR VIEWFINDER 


CCD-FX730V 
CALL FOR PAL SYSTEMS 


CCD-FX-630. $549.99 
IMAGE STABILIZATION, 12X1 ZOOM 


SR-S360 Super VHS VCR... 


539.99 R-S378U Super VHS VCR 


ce TM-900 SU Monitor . 
9.99 1M-9U Monitor 
79.99 1M-130 SU Monitor . 
VL-H410U....1349.99 
VL-H400U....1099.99 
VL-E42U... 9.99 
VL-E36U. 


VL-E32U.. 
VL-L94U.. 
VL-L64U. 
VL-L490U 


CALL FOR LATEST 
PANASONIC MODELS 


AG-455 
9, NDUSTRIAL 


PVAQ604, 


WE GARRY A FLL LIME GF GARG 


a ES 1000. 


A H8, 
Stabilization, 
Color Viewfinder 


NEU ES-2000 
At DIGITAL 


PRO 808 8MM.... 
PRO 830 8MM.... 
PRO 840 8MM.... 
PRO 843 8MM.... 
PRO 845 8MM.... 


LOCAL & OVERSEAS CALL 
7 \ 2001: 1 878 


MEWS AG-456. 
AG-455 .. 
AG-196 


1499.99 
CAMCORDER} 


COLOR VIEWFINDER, STABILIZATION, 
20:1 ZOOM 


CC-600 VHS-C...CALL 
CC-604 VHS-C ...CALL 
CC-740 VHS-C ...CALL 
CC-413 VHS......CALL 
CC-547 VHi ‘ALL 


iy vipconics 


The Video Eating Company 


11000 nuns CALLIL ES 
1 MIXER CALL 


CCS 144.. CALL CCS 194 CALL 
LATEST MODELS CALL 


SPEAKER SYSTEMS 
AM 7. CALL 


any mojr credit cor 
ial packing ond util ray cards, Manufacturers box must be clean of an 
ISA Warranties vary in cost, Prices are Volid Until End of Monthly Issue and ar 


ald corry International Warranti 


PAL Available... 


M-329 3 Inch Color Monitor in 
seven 19.99 
NEW CASIO COLOR MONITOR 


TELEVISIONS. 
F27-701-BK... 
F31-632-ET 

FB1-B72-ET nn 
F35-627-MB.... 

F35-751-MB . C 
RECEIVERS 
RV 3791 


ADVENT 


Speaker Systems 
WE CARRY A FULL 


) PIONGER’ 


The Art of Entertainment 


SPEAKER SYSTEMS| 
$20 ALL 


ting or 


ASTR-D 315... 
BSTR-D 615 


MDP-500. 
LINE OF ADVENT CALL! 


FULL LINE IN STOCK AT LOW PRICES (gas 


‘0 money order, cert 
iston NO EXCEPTIONS. These are phone and mail order prices only. Store 
to verifiable Manufacturers price changes. Not responsible for typo 


INDUSTRIAL 2 HR AND SHR VIDEO BATTERIES 

H.Q. SOFT VIDEO BAG 

3 PIECE FILTER KIT. 

REWINDERS VHS 8MM AND BETA * 
WIDE ANGLE & TELEPHOTO LENS KIT ....sssesessssssssssosnssonsnnneesere Qe 
HI RESOLUTION WIDE ANGLE TELEPHOTO LENS KIT 

HEAD CLEANING KIT .. 

FULL SIZE TRIPODS 


ASK ABOUT 3 AND 5 YEAR 
EXTENDED WARRANTY PLANS 


SLV-620HF 
SLV-64 
SLV-721 
SLV-740... 
SLV-770HF 
SLV-780... 
SLV-920HF 
SLV-940... 
SLV-R1000 


259.99 
269.99 

ALL 

ALL 
719.99 
369.99 
709.99 
1389.99 


RECEIVERS 

CDP-C 345. 
CDP-C 435. 
CDP-C 445. 
CDP-C 545. 
CDP-C 735.. 
CDP-C 745. 
CDP-C 910. 
CDP-CX151 

MINI 


SYSTEMS 


ISTR-D 515 


ISTR-D 1015 


LASER DISCS LASER DISC 


IMDP-550. 


A MOP-600 


“TELEVISIONS 
KP41EXR96..NEW KC27V55.....CALL 
KV27S10.....509.99 
KV27S15.....CALL 
KV27V10.....CALL 
KV27V16.....569,99 


check oF co irs heck ase al 


AA Soff JX-ED11 Ecit Took. 


169: 99 Wy 
7 eco CALL FOR PRICE! 


TELEVISIONS 
468X38 
46BX4K 
46VX13K. 
50DX6K 
50UX148 . 
60SXAK... 


CD PLAYE! s 
PD-F100 . a 
PD-F51 . ‘279.99 
PD-TM3 (278.98 
PD-DM902. 234.99 
- 199.99 


.. 179.99 

«+ 149.99 

» 134.99 

- 129.99 

- 119.99 

Yess oe CALL 

CASSETTE age 

CT-W703RS 199.99 

CT-W603RS . ey 99 

9 CT-WS5OSR ... 139.99 

CT-W408R . . - 119.99 
9 CT-W103. 3 


CALL FOR LATEST PIONEER MODELS 
RECEIVERS 
VSX-D9035. 


VSX-D2S.... . 1089.99 


VSX-D5038 
dee 453... 


‘4 
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1-800-729-8939 s:senzzzron 








THE NORTHWEST'S LARGEST PHOTO & VIDEO CAMCORDER DEALER! 














OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 








500 S.W. 5th Avenue ¢ Portland, Oregon 97204 
E-mail: 72303, 1734@Compuserve.com 





Panasonic 
4 AG-1970 


Panasonic 


{ Hitachi 
AG-456 


VM-E510A 





MONDAY-FRIDAY: 6am-7pm 
SAT: 6am-6pm e SUN: 8am-5pm 


Mail Order Division Hours Only. Pacific Standard Time 


i ALL EQUIPMENT IS BRAND NEW & FULLY GUARANTEED 


lm CUSTOMER SERVICE 
MONDAY-FRIDAY: “2 
8:30am-5:30pm (pst) 











Ask About 
OVERNITE DELIVERY! 











Shar P Viewcam 
































ER 


@) PIONEER — 


AUTHORIZED PIONEER DEALER 





r 

i RECORDERS 

|| © DISCMAN © BOOKSHELF HI-FI STEREO COMPONENT 

| SYSTEMS © WALKMAN e TELEPHONES © CD CASSETTE 

| RECORDERS © RADIOS « MY FIRST SONY © 
MINI DISC PLAYERS * WORLD BAND RADIOS 

|| WATCHMAN PORTABLE TVS ¢ HOME THEATRE 


Most Orders At Your Door by 3 Business Days Nationwi 





© HITACHI 


Authorized Dir. 
BEIS , 


















































WE ARE A SPECIALIST IN LASER DISC, 
KARAOKE AND AUDIO COMPONENTS 
LASER DISC PLAYERS * AUDIO/VIDEO RECEIVERS 


TAPE DECKS « CD PLAYERS » KARAOKE PLAYERS ° 
HEADPHONES « MICROPHONES « SPEAKERS 








Panasonic (49 


With the Panasonic AG-1970 





Dual Deck 


VCR & VHS- 
Deck VCR 








lew! Hi-8, Hi-Fi 


LCD Monitor} VT-M181 2 Head 
3" Monitor| VT-M281 4Head, vcR+ | GOldStar yus 
Monitor| VT-M291 4Head, New! | 8mm Player/4-Head VHS VCR 


VT-F392A 
VT-S772 


4+2 Heads 
S-VHS, VCR+, Jog 




















* S-VHS hi-fi editing recorder 
* Control-edit 5-pin termi- 
nal ¢ Synchronized editing « 
Dual mode shuttle control 


CALL FOR MORE VIDEO PRODUCTS! 


VIEWFINDER : 
VL Da” ee merck Bives peovbdlads be 
: ER images, great sound quality, 
ete: 12x, CLVE | yes GAMCORDERS. |  WEARE THE NORTHWEST'S LARGEST CANON VIDEO DEALER! pried phlei eed 
*Comes with Sharp soft case | VM-E410 New! 24x E.LS. SMM CAMCORDERS L2 ACCESSORIES features and functions for 
VM-E510 24x. CLVF, Els, | ES-550 New! 12x, Wide lens CL-3X W/A Lens Call riodth easy oni 
VM-H71A His Weatherproof | ES-600 New! 12x, CLVF CL-10X VAP lens , easy 9. 
VM-H81A His Weatherproof | ES-750 Ols CL-250 Reflex lens | Features such as amorphous 
VM-2800A New! VHs | ES-800 OS, CLVF CL-2X Extender video heads and a digital 
VM-3800A New! VHS, CLV | ES-2000 New! 20x Opt.Zm EOS Adapter VL | — time base corrector (TBC) 
VIDEO RECORDERS L2 w/15x zoom lens _HC-2000 Hard case | _ help deliver great edited 
i 8mm-VHS| SONY eyo-2000 image quality. 






VIDEO CASSETTE 





AG-456 
AG-A96 


Edit Controller 
AG-513A. 13” TV/VCR Combo 
AG-520A 20" TV/VCR Combo 


OTHER PRODUCTS IN STOCK 
AND AVAILABLE. 





Authorized 
JVC Dealer 























WHSTe 


VHS-C CAMCORDERS 








jepimuonen sheq ssauisng ¢ Aq 400g 4NO{ IY SJap‘C JSOW 












GR-AX200U New! 12x 
GR-AX400U New! 12x 
GR-AX700U New! 12x cLuF 
GR-A800U New! 120x, pis 
GR-A900U = New! 12x, cLvF, Dis 
GR-SZ1U 899 
GR-SZ7 U Top of the line 
VIDEO RECORDERS 
HR-J220U New! 
HR-J420U New! 
HR-J620U New! 
HR-VP624U Jog, Hi-Fi 
HR-VP618U = New low price 
HR-VP628U Jog, VCR+ 
HR-VP720U New! Flying Erase 











su VHS VCRs 
Free $S-VHS Movie w/Purcuase! 
HR-S7100U Top-of-Line 
HR-S5100U Low price 












IX-S 100 AV Selector 
IX-S 300 AV Selector 
IX-S 700 AV Selector 
JX-S V55 Editor 
AUDIO COMPONENTS 








FULL SELECTION IN STOCK! 









CALL. 


ma for HEI 








WM-FS395 
WM-D3 
WM-D6C 
SRF-39 
SRF-HM22 
SRF-HM55 
- SRF-88 
WM-EX1 — WM-FX303 SRF-M33 
WM-EX102 WM-FX403 SRF-M43 
WM-EX302 WM-FX407 SRF-M70 
WM. B 


Ad Prices Effective Through July 10* 

















© 3” to 41” Color Televisions 
© Big Screen Projection TVs 
© Wide Aspect Ratio TVs 

© TV/VCR Combos 

QUICK & EASY DELIVERY! 

















A VIDEONICS 


The Video Editing Company 


PROFESSIONAL 
QUALITY EFFECTS! 













AUDIO SYSTEMS f : 
Hi-Fi Components 

me Bookshelf Systems 

<uIKLH 





MX-1: Digital Video 
Mixer - 4 input effects 
generator, time base 
correction, all 4 inputs 
shown on one screen, 
chroma key, S-video in. 










No Delay with Driver’s License, Address 
{No P.O. Box) and Felephone Number 


including S-vide 





SONY 


COMPLETE HOME EDI 


TM-2000: Titlemaker 
2000, 92 font/size com- 
binations, 36 styles, 
8,000 character memo- 
ry, video/audio inputs 


D-131 


D-132CK D-235CK D-826K 


D-133 








AB-1 


leo in 


Prices are good for Mail Order orders only (subject to suppliers price changes). Shipping and handling are extra, Returns and exchanges may be made within 14 days of receipt of merchandise with prior authorization only (call Customer Service for a Return 





TING PACKAGE 


AB-1: Edit Suite. 
Control L, Control M, 
RS-232, RS-422 inter- 
faces, Stores up to 250 
scenes, State of the art 
A/B roll controller 














. ICF-SW33, 
DAZISe ICF-SW10. 
ICF-SW 1S 


ICF-2010 
ICF-SW77 
D-335 D-828K 


DERS | 


-Mini Disk 
-Mini Disk 


CFD-31 CFD-610 CFD-970 
CFD-560 CF 
IT-A3000 IT-A1 
IT-A2500 IT-A200 
CALL FOR MORE SONY PRODUCTS! 


PCED/IT Software 
Home video editing with 
your PC! Preprogram up 
to 99 scenes, works with 
any PC running Windows 
3.1 or higher. Control L 








SPECIAL 
PACKAGE 
PRICE 












CALL FOR MORE VIDEO ACCESSORIES! 


xOL Aine yBnosy] eandayyW seoud py 











IT-B3 __tsaSony 


DL 


SPP-A250 

SPP-A450 

SPP-A60 j 
SPP-X30 | 
SPP-X50 
SPP-X90 
SPP-190 
SPP-180 
SPP-D15 










SPP-1000 
SPP-1010 
SPP-2000 
| SPP-2010 
SPP-S20 
SPP-ER1 





























FX/L Video ED/IT 
Automatic infrared special effects 


d. 


mic and cables included » Eight 
colors * Hundreds of wipe and 
fade effects 


THE FULL LINE OF SIMA PRODUCTS IS AVAILABLE! 






SPP-72 











4aquiny auoydajay pue (xog ‘O'd ON) 
ssoippy ‘asuaory S,AQALIG YUM Aejaq ON 
















editor with Control L « 
2 inputs, 1 output; S-VHS 
& Hi8mm compatible » 
ilt-in stereo audio mixer: 





CALL 


TODAY’S 
‘PRICES. 


















Authorization Number). Non-defective merchandise returned for refund will be subject to a restocking fee: 5% if box is unopened (still sealed), 12% If box has been opened. All returned merchandise must be in new condition and must include all packaging 





and printed material in original, unaltered condition. Shipping and handling charges are non-refundable, Some items are one per customer. All orders are subject to verification and acceptance. ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS. 















Panasonic 


MURIEL 


Call us 
today and 
check @ 
out our 
large inventory of Panasonic 
Industrial products. 


HI-FI STEREO 



















COMPONENTS 


GREAT SOUND-GREAT DEALS from 
Kenwood, Sony, & Technics including 
tape decks, CD changers, surfaufid’ | 


LUCASFILM 


[abx4 


5508S, oe 


sound pre 
Soe A/V iece 


DIC [bora sommouns 
PRO*LOGIE 


combination: 
& NEWAB-1Edit 
with the TM 2000 Titler! 


Panasonic 

Anew star combjnation: 
WI-AVEZ 
and the 
W)-AVE] Titler 


DEALER IN NORTH AMERICA 
All products are factory sealed — 


Overnight service also available. 


No surcharge fer check, money 
order, C.0.D. or Credit Card. 


All quoted prices are for mail order only 


Tesi. ees 











TUBE OR PROJECTION—THE BIGGEST TV 
SCREENS AND THE BIGGEST SELECTION! 


TOSHIBA 






POWERVIDEO HAS AN ALL STAR LINE-UP OF FRONT PROJECTION 
SYSTEMS DELIVERING IMAGES UP TO 240 INCHES DIAGONALLY! 


The selection was great, they had everything I needed to complete 
my Audio/Video System. I also purchased a Camcorder for my 
brother’s college graduation ceremonies. I not only got a great 


deal-I received great advice and prompt service! 


LASER DISC 
PLAYERS 




















(& 
LARGEST AUTHORIZED |g 


no demos or refurbished goods. 





Hai Hi-Fi Stereo 
HR- $7100, HR-S5100, HR-VP720, HR- VP 628, HR-VP624 


SONY 
Hi-Fi Stereo w/Auto Clock Set 
$V0-1410, SVO-1610 


Panasonic 


Powervideo has all the famous 
brands in laser disc players at 
the lowest possible prices . 


ACCESSORIES 
Hi-Fi Stereo MEE Theutimate 
PV-S4580, PV-S4566, PV-4564, PV-4462 | 2CCCSSOry 
connection 
for chargers, 
tripods, 

Z| lights, filters, 
| |lenses, micro- 


al phones, soft and hard cases, 
under water housings, tapes, 





TOSHIBA vari, 


Hi-Fi Stereo 
M-650, M-660, M-760 


SPEAKERS 








Bring home 
entertainment 
to your life with Bose 









Acoustimass Series ay cables, surge 
speakers or our protectors and 
complete line of JBL much more! 








sound effects and 


HIGH QUALITY 
sla chen systems! 










FOR ALL PRODUCTS WE SELL! | 


A DIVISION OF VIDEOLAND, INC. 


1-800-877-2900 


6808 Homwood Drive, Houston, Texas 77074 - Open M+ 8:30am - 7:00pm; SAT 10am - 5pm; SUN 12 noon - 5pm (CST) 

























CAMCORDERS 


| SONY oausecam 


| System 


NEW 4" LCD VIEWFINDER! 


Panasonic 


PV cl 


VHS 1G 








All types of NEW Palmcorders! 








Choose from NEW 


RO! GR-AX700, GR-AX800, &GR-AX900 


HITACHI 


VM-H71 





Call for VM-E410, 
VM-E510, VM-H59, VM-H71 









































One Call = 


cosseoss SS GETS IT ALL! y 


from the 


West’ 
AUDIO VIDEO) 


AV Receivers DSS 
Separates Camcorders 
Speakers VCR's | 
CD's TV's 
Book Shelf Home theater 
Car Projection 
Portable Laser 
THX Industrial 
Pro Logic 
Interconnects 


PRICE «+ DELIVERY + SERVICE 


1-800-663-5255 


FAX: (509) 838-4387 


onecall @ iea.com 
www.iea.com/~ onecall 


7 Days a Week - 7am to 6:30pm PST 
418 W. Riverside - Spokane, WA 99201 


— puicever 
WA 


PO.'s ACCEPTED CIRCLE NO. 42 ON READER SERVICE CARD 















WHEN IN NEW YORK...MAKE US A PART OF YOUR NEW YORK EXPERIENCE. 


RETAIL STORE: 
120 West 31 Street (Between 6th & 7th Avenues) New York, NY 10001 © 212-564-3592 











NO SURCHARGE ON CRETE CARDS 
es sani 


MasterCard] 


: 











CAMCORDERS AND VCR’‘S 


ATTENTION VIDEO SHOPPERS! 


We cary a tremendous selection of Camcorders, VC 
4 accessories in stock at unbelievably low prices! 
‘you need assistance in making your selection, 
cour qualified sales staf will be more than happy 
to advise and assist you. 


Panasonic. 


PROLINE 
HEADQUARTERS 


We carry the Full Panasonic AV/Pro Line... all For Prices! 


AG-DP800 
SWHS camcorder 


Surercam 
ge 


o 














CALL FOR PRICE! 






















































CAMCORDERS 
AG-DP800 Supercam CALL 
AG-3 (3-chip) .. 2099.90 AG-187 549.90 
AG-188 CALL = AG-195 969.90 
AG-455UP .... 1498.90 AG-456 CALL 
VCR's 
AG-DS 750 CALL §AG-DS 850 CALL 
AG-1000B CALL = AG-1290 199.90 
AG-1300 CALL AG-1970 1167.90 
AG-2530 CALL = AG-5210 CALL 
AG-5700 CALL AG-6024DC CALL 
AG-6840H CALL = AG-6850H CALL 
AG-7450A CALL AG-7650 CALL 
AG-7750 CALL AG-7760 CALL 
AG-W1 CALL =AG-W2 CALL 
CT-1384Y CALL §CT-1384VY CALL 
ACCESSORIES 
AG-AQ6 CALL = AG-A570 CALL 
AG-A770 CALL AG-EP60 CALL 
PV-VP1 CALL VW-CG5P 227.90 
VS100P 69.60 VW-VS50P 36.50 
W-VSS50P 59.90 VW-CG5 CALL 
WJ-AVES CALL WJ-AVE7 864.90 
WJ-TTLS 229.90 WJ-TTL7 CALL 
‘WJ-MX30_ 1779.90 WJ-MX50 3869.90 
WJ-KB15, 257.90 WJ-KB30 CALL 
WJ-KB50 CALL 
Panasonic. 
CAMCORDERS 
488.90 PV-950 CALL 
Py. $63 849.90 PV-S64 CALL 
Pv-S771 CALL = PV-10205 §14.90 
PV-10305 568.90 PV-10405 598.90 
PV-10505 649.90 PV-10604 799.90 
VCR's 
169.90 PV-S4366 379.90 
649.90 PV-S4480 CALL 
PV-4501 167.90 P\V-4511 188.90 
PV V-4512 CALL PV-4514 209.90 
238.90 + PV-4561 246.90 
278.90 P\V-4564 294.90 
CALL PV-S4566 CALL 
CALL 
VCR/TV COMBOS 
PV-M1345 338.90 PY-M1355 338.90 
CALL = PV-M2035 378.90 
418.90 PY-M2065 CALL 
CALL 
J 
CALL ES-70 CALL £S-500 .... 599.90 
CALL  £S-600...., CALL 698.90 
£S-800 .. 724.90 £S-1000 984.90 CALL 
L-2 Body i. on CALL 
ACCESSORIES 
1-37 51,95 TL 46 74.95 79.95 
1X 234.95 54.95 82.95 
0-55... 84.95 49.95 49.95 
44.95 54.95 48.50 
64.95 64.95 
Nikon 
CAMCORDERS 
CALL = VN-400 CALL 
§99.90 
CAMCORDERS 
GR-SV3 567.90 GR-SV3 w/Tuner .. CALL 
GR-EZ1 398.90 GR-AX200 529.90 
GR-AX350 549.90 GR-AX404 CALL 
ae -AX700 CALL GR-AX800 CALL 
900 CALL = GR-SX90 598.90 
si S27 1039.90 GR-SZ9 CALL 
GY-X2 (3-chip) .... CALL KC-19 (3-chip) ...... CALL 
KY-27 Kit CALL 
VCR's 
HR-A21 CALL HR-A41 CALL 
HR-AG1 CALL HR-IP820 CALL 
HR-J220 CALL HR-J420 188.90 
HR-J620 CALL = HA-VP422 199.90 
HR-VP604 CALL = HR-VP624 CALL 
HR-VP628 CALL HR-VP710 338.90 
HR-VP720 CALL HR-S5100 494.90 
HR-S6900 CALL HR-S7100 554.90 
BRS-378 879.90 BRS-405 . CALL 8RS-422..... CALL 
BRS-500 .. CALL BRS-522 . CALL BRS-525..... CALL 
BRS-622 .. CALL BRS-B00 .. CALL BRS-811 ..... CALL 
BRS-822 .. CALL 8R-3250 .. CALL SRS-360.. 789.90 
TM-131 CALL EDIT DESK* CALL 









FOR ALL YOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC 
EQUIPMENT & FILM NEEDS, 
SEE OUR 4-PAGE AD IN 
POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY! 

















We Carry All 
SONY PRO Models... 
8MM CAMCORDERS 
CCD-FX 230 469.90 CCD-FX 630 
CCD-FX 640 CALL CCD-FX 730 
CCD-SC5 CALL = CCO-SC7 
CCD-TR 23 499.90 CCD-TRV 30 












SONY. 


HOURS: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-2, Sun 10-5, Closed Sat 








78/95 


EXECUTIVE 


PHOTO AND 
Mail Order:120 West 31st Street, New York, NY ropRTT 





ELECTRON 





All Merchandise Brand New with Warranty © Prompt Delivery © Inquire about Next Day Delivery 


CALL 


599.90 
719.90 


CALL 
CALL 


CCD-TR 33 $39.90 CCD-TRV 40 CALL 
CCD-TRV 70 CALL §CCD-TR73 598.90 
CCD-TR 82 599.90 CCD-TR 83 654.90 
CCD-TR 91 819.90 CCD-TR 93 CALL 
CCD-TR 100 CALL CCD-TR 380 CALL 
CCD-TR 400 799,90 CCD-TR 600 CALL 
CCD-TR 700 1079.90 
CCD-VX3 Hi 8 (3-chip) 2579.90 
CPU-7 Portable LCD Video Projector CALL 
CPJ-100 Video Projector CALL 
CVP-M3 Portable Color Video Printer CALL 
FXE-100 Editor/Sw CALL 
XV-M30 3" LCD Video Monitor 327.90 
XV-D1000 Digital Special Effects Generator ..... CALL 
XV-T33 Video Sketch Titler CALL 














XV-AL100 Edit Studio 




















CALL 


‘$B-V900 Matrix AV Switcher CALL 
VCL-FS1K “Zoom Eye" 10x Tele Lens Kit CALL 
EVW-300 CALL = XV-C900 CALL 
‘SP-KTRA CALL SP-KTRA2 128.90 
RM-E100 99.90 RM-E300 539.90 
RM-E700 Remote Editing Controller 689,90 
RM-E1000T CALL 
PHV-A7 Film-To-Video Converter CALL 
VCR's 
EV-A5O 329.90 EV-C25 CALL 
EV-C100 469.90 EV-S2000 CALL 
EV-S7000 1369.90 EV-09850 CALL 
SLV-340 199.90 SLV-440 228.90 
SLV-640HF 289.90 SLV-740HF 318.90 
SLV-780HF 338.90 SLV-940HF 379.90 
SLV-R1000 CALL = SL-HF2000 §28.90 
SL-S600 318.90 
VIDEO WALKMAN/TV's 
GVS-50 739.90 
KV-13VM 20 13° Combo TV/VCR 364.90 
KV-20VM 20 20° Combo TV/VCR 437.90 
SHARP. 
VL-E32 599.90 VL-E36 638.90 
VL-E42 798.90 VL-H400 1189.90 
VL-H410 1329.90 VL-HL2 CALL 
VL-L62 CALL VL-L63 CALL 
VL-L64 CALL VL-L72 CALL 
VL-L94 CALL VL-L390 CALL 
VL-L490 CALL VL-M6 CALL 
VCR's 
GZ-P15 Video Printer CALL 
\VR-MS1 Viewcam Teleport CALL 
XV-H35 Video Projector CALL 
XV-P10U Video Projector CALL 
XV-890 Hi-Res LCD Video Projector CALL 
© HITACHI 
CAMCORDERS 
VM 1700 448.90 VM-2700.. CALL \VM-2800 ... CALL 
3700 569.90 VM-3800.. CALL = VM-E52 .. 479.90 
VM-E58... CALL VM-E310.. CALL = VM-E410 589,90 
VM-E510 649.90 VM-H59 879.90 VM-H71 CALL 
VM-HB1 ... CALL VMS-8200 CALL 
VCR's 
‘VIF-380 219.90 381... CALL VTF-392 .... CALL 
VIF 482 288.90 'M 181 164.90 VIM 281 174.90 
VIM CALL TM 284 199.90 VTM 291 ... CALL 
VIS-771 CALL 
0-503 VHSc CALL 0-512 VHSc CALL 
C-513 VHSc CALL = C-522 VHSc CALL 
C-532 VHSc CALL = C-542 VHSc CALL 
0-552 VHSc CALL = 8-812 8mm CALL 
CAMCORDERS 
00-414... CALL CC-420..... CALL 00-422 CALL 
CC- 548.90 CC-600 , 518.90 CC-612 CALL 
00-616... CALL 00-620... CALL = CC-740 ... 688.90 
es “1000 374.90 PRO-B44 . CALL PRO-846 ... CALL 
10-884. CALL = PRO-932.. CALL = PRO-944 ... CALL 
VCR's 
VR-327 .... CALL VR-392...... CALL = VR-503 CALL 
VR-507 .... CALL = VR-528..... CALL VR-538 CALL 
VR-601 HF CALL = VA-603 HF CALL = VR-610 HF. CALL 
VR-673 HF CALL = VR-674 HF CALL = VR-721 HF. CALL 
GO VIDEO 
GV-3000 CALL GV-3020 CALL 
GV-3030 CALL GY-3060 659.90 
GV-3070 647.90 G\-3080 667.90 
GV-3090 948.90 — GV-8020 (@mm/VHS) 672.90 
GV-8050 709,90 GV-8060 709.90 
B, FusIKcB8 
P401U Projection System CALL 
FV-7 Photo-Video Imager 689.90 
MITSUBISHI 
HS-U28 CALL HS-U48 CALL 
HS-U58 CALL = HS-U69 CALL 
HS-U100 CALL = HS-U200 CALL 
HS-U250 CALL HS-U500 CALL 
HS-U550 TopRated HS-U650 CALL 
HS-U770 CALL 


FOR MAIL ORDER 


VISA, MASTERCARD, AMEX, DINERS CLUB 


& DISCOVER ACCEPTED. 
To order by mail, send Money Order or Certified Check 
Shipment, Personal checks require 15 days clearance 
HANDLING CHARGES: 2% plus $5.95. 


for fast 
time, 


SHIPPING: 65 cents per Ib. Estimate min. shipping $3.95. 


Camcorders, VCR's & TV's $10.00 Additional, 


Inquire about next day and second day at delivery. 


EXECUTIVE PHOTO & SUPPLY CO! 


120 West 31 Street, Dept V 


New York, NY 10001 


Allllems Are Covered by USA Manufacturers or Executive's 
Comparable Warranties. Total order charged at time of order. 


N.Y. residents add tax, 


Shipping and handling charges are NOT refundable, 
Mail-Order Prices Valid in Store with Presentation of Ad. 


ve Welcome School, Gov't & 
orate Purchase Orders. 
.C. Consumer Affairs Lic, No, 800193, 





GUARANTEE: Merchandise exchanged or or money refunded if returned in original condition within 10 days of receipt with invoice copy, original packing & blank warranty card. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS e+e PRICES SUBJECT TO SUPPLIERS PRICING. 


PAL VIDEO oe A ¢€ C ES S$ OR 3} EUS 


SONY. 
1369.90 CCD-TR380E 
CALL CCD-TRS80E 
CALL CCD-TR880E 
CALL CCD-TRV30E 
CALL CCD-TRV70E 
CALL CCD-FX280E 

999.90 CCD-SC6E 

1199.90 CPJ-100E 


VCR's 


CCD-TR3E 
CCD-TR385E 
CCD-TR670E .. 
CCD-TR3000E 
CCD-TRVS0E 
CCD-VX1E 
CCD-FX830VE 
CCD-SC8E 


649.90 
CALL 
CALL 

1079.90 

519.90 

599.90 

929,90 
CALL 


SLV-X312 
SLV-X812 


CALL SLV-X712 


CALL 


CALL = SLV-X831 CALL 


SHARP. 


VL-E17 .... CALL VL-E31 ., 659,90 VL-H400 1229.90 
VC-H92 . 492.90 \VC-MH170 CALL VC-MH80 .. CALL 
VC-MH72 . CALL = VC-WD1 1209.90 XV-550 CALL 
XV-315, CALL 
@ HITACHI 
VM-E24E CALL §=VM-E26E CALL 
VM-E31E CALL =VM-E37E CALL 
VM-E54 CALL §=VM-2580E CALL 
\VM-2780 CALL §=VM-2880 CALL 
\VM-3500E CALL = VM-3700 CALL 
VT-F90 CALL VT-M70 CALL 
VT-M328 CALL = VT-M348 CALL 
\VT-M768EM CALL 
AKA 
VS-R120 147.90 VS-X585 368.90 VS-X475 .. 329.90 
GR-AX46 538.90 GR-AX66 618.90 
AIWA 
HV-MX1 CALL 
Panasonic. 
(NATIONAL) 

NV-M9000 1198.00 —NV-M3000 889.00 
AG-455 1389.00 NV-S850 CALL 
NV-S$900 CALL = NV-S65 869.90 
NV-R500 829.00 = NV-R100 578.90 
NV-R200 658.00 NV-R30 699.90 
NV-At 529.00 NV-CS1 389.00 
WJ-AVE7 1039.00 WJ-AVES 709.00 
WJ-AVE1 CALL §=WJ-TTL7 CALL 
WJ-TTLS CALL = NV-SD2 248.00 
NV-W1 1409.90 NV-HS1000 924.00 
NV-SD300 349.00 = NV-H070 489.00 
NV-HP10 CALL = NV-SD25 338.00 
NV-PO3 CALL NV-PO1 CALL 

NV-PO4 CALL §=WJ-MX30 1918.00 
WJ-MX50. 3759.00 NV-S85 CALL 
AG-5700 CALL 


VIDEO TAPES 


T-120HIFI Tabet i 
T-120EHG 
T-120HDXP- 
ST-120XP SVHS 
TC-20EHG VHSC ... 2.75 
TC-30EHG VHSC ... 2.99 
STC-20XP S-VHSC 4.68 





T-160HS "TopRated" 2.48 
T-160EHG 3.18 
T-120HS. 1.68 
ST-160XP SVHS .... 7.99 
TC-20HDXP VHSC . 2.95 
TC-40 VHSC CALL 
STC-30XP SVHSC . 6.43 


in 
5.89 


P6-60HS 8mm 2.68 P6-90HS 8mm 3.14 
P6-120HS 8mm .... 2.89 P6-150HS 8mm .... 4.99 
P6-60EHG 8mm .... 3.67 P6-90EHG 8mm .... 3.89 
P6-120EHG 8mm .. 3.85 P6-60HMP His .... 4.59 
P6-90HMP Hi8 5.13 P6-120HMP His .... 5.48 
P6-60HME His 8.45 P6-120HMEHI8 . 10.49 

SONY. 
T-120ES 1.97 T-120ESHG 247 
T-120V 2.08 T-160V........ 2.58 
$T-120 S-VHS 6.89 ST-120V S-VHS...... 7.49 
ST-160V S-VHS...... 8.79 P6-30MP 8mm ...... 2.68 
P6-60MP 8mm....... 3.35 P6-90MP 8mm...... 3.48 
P6-120MP 8mm... 3.79 P6-150MP 8mm... 4,89 
P6-60HG 8mm 4.19 P6-120HG 8mm .... 4.78 
P6-60HMP 5.25 P6-120HMP 6.85 
P6-60HME 8.39 P6-120HME 10.99 
£6-180 HME ....... 19.45 8mm Head Cleaner 8.99 
BETA L-500 2.53 BETAL-750 2.78 

SONY. (PROFESSIONAL) 

P6-30 HMPX Hi8 .. 4.69 P6-60 HMPX Hi8 ... 6.47 
P6-120 HMPX Hi8 . 8.57 6-30 HMEX HiB .. 7.47 
6-60 HMEX Hi8 . 10.68 £6-120 HMEX Hid 14.27 
T-30 PR VHS 2.32 T-60 PR VHS 2.58 
7-120 PRVHS sin. 2.76 1-30 PM VHS ........ 3.37 
T-60 PM VHS 3.88 1-120 PM VHS 4.68 
T-30 BA VHS 3.47 7-60 BA VHS ......... 3.87 
7-120 BA VHS ...... 4.58 MQST-120S-VHS 7.69 
MQ ST-60 S-VHS .. 7.79 MQ ST-30S-VHS .. 6.79 
T-120HQ 1.58 T-160HQ 2.38 
$T-120 S-VHS....... 5.48 ST-160 S-VHS ...... 7.17 
STC-20 4.27 STC-30 5.47 
T-120 AV-PRO 2.33 7-120 AV Master LB. 5.68 
7-120 AV Master PS 4.38 T-120 SHG 2.19 
T-160 SHG 3.29 TC-20 SHG ........... 3.25 
TC-30 SHG 3.34 P6-120HMP HI-8mm 4.99 
P6-6OHMP Hi-8mm 4.08 P6-60HG 8mm 3.18 
P6-120HG 8mm .... 3.68 P6-60HME Hi-8mm 7.99 
P6-120HME Hi-8mm 10.27 P6-60SHG 8mm ..... 3.39 
P6-120SHG 8mm .. 4.23 P6-60 8mm 2.59 
6-120 8mm. 2.98 

rg 

Higfettonal 
H471 S-VHS ST 30 7.37 471 S-VHS ST 60 7.47 
H471 S-VHS ST 1207.98 M221 HME 30........ 7.78 
M221 HME 60..... 10.38 M221 HME 120 ... 18.79 
M221 HMP 30 4.48 M221 HMP 60 6.38 
M221 HMP 120 8.87 

MAXELL 
T-1206X 1.68 T-160GX 2.79 
T-120HGX 2.38 T-160HGX 3.48 
T-A2OHGVX P/1 Plus 2.78 T-120XL HIFI 2.88 
ST-120RX SVHS ... 5.99 T-180XRS S-VHS 11.48 
ST-160RX SVHS ... 7.48 ST-126 BO 7.09 
ST-182 BO 13.29 TC-20EX VHSC ...... 2.79 
TC-20HGX VHSC ... 3.15 TC-30HGX VHSC ... 3.18 
STC-20XRS SVHSC5.57 STC-30XR SVHSC 5.88 
P6-60MP 8mm 2.79 P6-90MP 8mm....... 2.99 
P6-120MP 8mm... 2.79 P6-60HGX 8mm .... 3.75 
P6-90HGX 8mm .... 4.25 P6-120HGX 8mm, 4.45 
P6-180HGX 8mm .. 9.99 P6-180HGXM 9,99 
P6-60XRM Hid 4.39 P6-90XRM Hi8 4.78 
P6-120XRM Hid 5.59 
Ive 

NEW! TC-40 HG (VHSC) 6.49 


SCG sucewiy LD) 

SCG-P Screenwriter (PAL) 
SCM-1 Stereo Cam hike 

‘SCM-2 Stereo Twin Mike 

SCP-2 Campod 

‘SCW Color Writer Magic 

SCW-P Color Writer Magic (PAL) 
‘SED-2X Ed/it 2x 

SED-2XP ED/IT 2x (PAL) 

NEW! SED-CM Video CopyMaster 

NEW! SED-EM Video EditMaster Plus 
NEW! SES-L PC VideoEd/It (Control-L) 
NEW! SES-P PC VideoEd/It (Control-M) 
‘SED-IR Auto Ed/it Infra-red 

SEM Ed/it Mike Pro 

SFX-4 FX Video Ed/it 4 

SFY-4P Video ED/IT 4 (PAL) 

SFX-5 Video Pro Magic 

SFX-L Video Ed/it 

SHF-2 Super Sound Catcher Pro 

SHS Soundsource IR Stereo Headset 

SMK Easy Titler 

SPM-1 Quick Charger DC 

SPM-3 Powermax Plus Charger/Discharger 
SPM-4 Universal 2-port Chargerr 

SPM-6 6 Volt Discharger 

SPM-7 Auto Select Discharger 

SPM-8 6 Volt Charger/Discharger AC 
SPM-9 Universal Charger/Discharger AC 
SPM-10 Pulse Charger AC/DC 2 Port 
SPM-B Power Pocket 

‘SPM-E Battery Eliminator ... 

SRM Cam Mike 

‘SR-W81 AC/DC Portable 8mm Rewinder 
SSM-3 Stereo Sound Mixer 33.50 
ST-M2 Telemike 27.50 
‘SVB-1 Video Bracket 111.95 | SVB-2 Video Bracket 210.95 
SVP-2 Video Prop 2 22.90 SVP-3 Video Prop 22.90 


‘@ VIDEONICS 


NEW! Edit Suite A/B Roll Edit Controller... GALL 
Video Titiemaker TM-2000 CALL 
Thumbs Up CALL 
Boing Box Sound Elec Miner 419.90 
MX-T Digital Mixer CALL 
MX+1 Digital Mixer (PAL) CALL 
NEW! Video Palette CALL 


“TopRated”. 
1 




























18.50 
28.90 








UE pre) 


@P-3000 


QUICKPOWER +3 
TRIPLE BATTERY 
QUICKCHARGER / 
DISCHARGER / 
RECONDITIONER 
For Most 6V Camcorder Batteries 
© Automatically Discharges & Reconditions up tp 3 
Batteries Simultaneously, then Quick Char, ges Them 
Sequentially * Eliminates “Memory Effect” of Nicad 
Camcorder Batteries © Colored LED Indicator Lights 
Keep You Informed w/ Each Function 
Supplied w/ AC Adapter & 12V DC Car Cord 
(Cigarette eg * Fits Almost re Camcorder 
Battery... 


GP-1006 
Same as QP-3000 for One Battery only.......... 


DA-7 


STUDIO PRO XT-4 
oreo 
VIDEO EDITOR, 
& SOUND MIXER 
+ Adjusts color 
intensity, saturation, 
contrast, lint and detail 
for perfect viewing 
and clear, high quality copies 

¢ Bypass feature provides instant comparison 

‘of enhanced image to origin 
« Adjustable, variable timed video and audio fades 
¢ Instantly switch between two point input sources 
* Bypass control makes it easy to 
visually locate your next scene 
Video INVERSE and Image FLASH creates 
special effects on video tape 
* Add narration and background music in stereo 
* Two digital LED audio level indicators 
© Low light illuminated control panel 


44.95 


Black Anodized Finish...add 9.95 
3063 Mini Fluid Head 

3065 Universal Cine/Video w/3066 Head 
3066 Cine /Video Fluid Head 

3067 Heavy Duty Dolly 

3115 Ball Leveler 

3116 3011 w/Mini Fluid Head 

3118 3068 Universal w/Mini Fluid Head 
3120 3021 w/Mini Fluid Head 

3124 3011 w/Micro Fluid Head 

3125 3021 w/Micro Fluid Head 

3126 Micro Fluid Head 

3127 Portable Video Dolly 

3130 QR Micro Fluid Head 

3131 3033 Tripod w/Mini Fluid Head 
3132 3033 Tripod w/Micro Fluid Head 
3133 3033 Tripod w/XL Fluid Head 
3134 3033 Tripod w/OR Micro Fluid Head 
3135 3036 Tripod w/Mini Fluid Head 
3137 Variable Leg Spread Portable Dolly 
3140 3046 Tripod w/Mini Fluid Head 
3144 Video Camera Shoulder Mount 
3145 Video Tripod Caddy 

3147 510 Pro Video Head 

3150 3051 Tripod w/Mini Fluid Head 
3153 Double Head Support 

3156 Folding Auto Dolly 

3160 XL Fluid Head 

3161 3021 w/XL Fluid Head 

3163 301 1w/XL Fluid Head 

3165 3001 w/XL Fluid Head 

3169 3001 Tripod w/QR Micro Fluid Head 
3170 3001 w/3126 Micro. “Top Rated”. 
3176 3021 Tripod w/3130 Head 

3177 3021 Tripod w/3265 Head 

3179 3011 Tripod w/3130 Head 



































































3181 L/W Pro Cine/Video w/75mm Ball 159.90 
3183 L/W Pro Cine/Video w/3066 Head 412.90 
3187 Mini-Pro Cine/Video w/3066 Head 484.90 
3194 Pro Cine/Video w/3066 Head 566.90 
3265 Grip Action Ball Head 58.90 


FOTOVIX BY Tamron 
Fotovix Editor I! 599,00 Fotovix II-X-S ,, 1899.00 
Fotovix III-S ...... 879.00 Fotovix III-SD . 1849.00 





Auto CV-300 Video Lite 86.50 
CZ-200 Auto Video Lite 58.50 
ReadyLite 20 28.50 CV-208 Video Lite 49.95 
AP-1000 Pan head 149.95 
AP-200W Remote Pan head w/ tilt 118.90 


RS-200 20 ft Remote Sensor Cord for AP200/1000 . 28.90 


AA Battery Holder for AP200/1000 18.90 
Spare Lamp f/CV-300 Auto 15.95 
Memory-Free Nicad Battery w/LED's (Specify) 54.95 
Memory-Free Nicad Battery w/o LED's (Specify) . 39.95 
AJAZDEN 
ECS-440 Stereo Unidirect, Mic 39.95 
ECZ-660 Zoom Mic 42.90 
ECZ-770 Zoom Mic 53.90 
ECZ-990 Mini Zoom Mic 52.40 
WMS-100 Wireless Clip on Mic 79.90 
WMS-200 Wireless Mic. System w 19.90 
WHX-PRO Mike “TopRated". 148.90 
WM/T PRO. 104.50 WL/T PRO. 72.90 
WR-PRO. 70.90 WR2-PRO. 134.90 
WLX-PRO Lapel Wireless Mic 129.90 


WLX-PRO/L 199.50 
WMS-PRO VHF Wireless Mic (FREE! EX-8 Head Set) 139.90 
CAM-3 Audio Mic, Mixer 43.50 
DM-90 Monitor Headphone 


RAYNOX 


$T-1001 (52mm) 53.90 ST-2002 (52mm) 


49,90 


47.90 


GH-1000 43mm Tele/Wide 48.90 
QC-180 Insta-Tele 1.8x (27-43mm) 32.90 
QC-505 .5 Ultra Wide (37mm) 23.90 
XL-505 .5 Ultra Wide (52mm) 23.90 
PRO-5050 0.5x Super Wide Lens 66.90 
AF-1000 Tele/Wide Kit(37mm) 45.90 
AF-1010 Tele/Wide Lens Kit 52.90 
AF-2000 2x Telephoto (37mm) 36.90 
AF-3000 3x Telephoto (37mm) 107.90 
AF-5000 .5x Wide Angle (37mm) 42.90 


TP-2000 2x Telephoto 45.90 
TP-2550 2.55x Telephoto "Special!" 53.90 
TP-3000 Ultra-Compact 3x Telephoto 109.95 
HD747-T 1.5x High Definition Tele 49.90 


HD747-W 0.7x High Definition W/A 57.90 
HD747-T2 2x High Definition Tele 67.90 
FLIP-II Tele/Wide 2 in 1 Reversible 26.90 
RV-1500 Video Transfer 36.50 
RV-2000 3 IN 1 Transfer Unit 99.50 
‘$V-7000 Slide Video Transfer Lens 59.50 


VM-3000 Video Micro-Explorer (converts camcorder 


into a high-power video microscope)... 199.90 
CASIO 
VM-570 2.2" LCD Camcorder Monitor Kit 129.90 
NEW! QV-10 LCD Digital Camera CALL 
VG-100 Color Video Printer 479.90 
NADY 
101 HT-10. ...... 182.90 101 LT-10 CALL 
401 SX-20 Body Pack Transmitter Mini XLR .. 269,50 
151 VRILT. .... 104.90 151 VR/HT. ...... 128.90 
201 LT-10. ....... 278.90 351 VRILT. ..... 164.90 
351 VR/HT, ...... 189.90 401 GT 10 CALL 
401 HT 10 CALL 401 LT 10 CALL 
551 VR/LT. .... 554,90 551 VR/HT. ..... 664.90 
AVM-300X Sound Mixer 57.90 
CTM-600 Uni-Directional Tele Mic 49.95 
MCM-400 Audio Mixer 42.50 
NHM-200 Narr. & Mon. Headset 17.95 
SBM-500 Stereo Boom Mic 29.95 
WH-90/R Add Receiver 54.95 
NEW! JX-ED11 Video Editing Controller... 89.90 
JX-SV55 S-VHS Production Center 324.90 
IXT-88 Video Titler(Character Generator... 183.90 
JXT-66 Character Generator/Titler 99.90 
JXS-100 S-VHS Switcher 89.90 
JXS-300 Remote S-VHS Switcher 484.90 
AXS-700 Deluxe S-VHS Switcher 407.90 
CGV-60 Character Generator 117.90 
MZ-350 Super Directional Mike 69.90 


TUV-20 Tuner 


phdelid hha 


V-6300 Color SEG 

V-6301 Programmable SEG 
V-6321 A/V Processor 
V-6325 Production Center 
V-6330 Video Editor 
V-6331 Auto Editor 
V-6350 Video Title Writer 











* Sound is added to the transferred tape. The 
original is not affected 
CLUDES: 
+ Hi-Fidelity microphone »# AC adaptor 
* Connecting cable... 129,95 








cx-40U 


CORDLESS (10W, 20W, 30W) 
QUARTZ HALOGEN LIGHT 
3-WAY MULTI-POWER 
TWIN LIGHT 

* Powered by Sony, 
Panasonic, JVC, RCA, 
Hitachi and similar 

6V Camcorder Batteries 

© Compact / Lightweight Stay-Coo! Design 

« supplied w/ultra Hi-Power Battery & 

Charger...57.95 


cx: Ss 
MICRO QUARTZ HALOGEN 
“POP-UP” x 
BRACKET LIGHT faa 











* "Sandwich Light" 
fis bones G van | 
rameorder Lligp- 
‘and Battery eg 


* Fits Som Panasonic, 
and similar 6V type Camcorders 
« Camcorder Battery powers both Light & 
Camera......24.95 





150 
PRO ULTRA HIGH-POWER 
SOW AC 


1 
QUARTZ HALOGEN LIGHT 
* Built-in Barn Doors 
to direct light 
¢ Heat absorbing safely glass 
* Stay-Coo/ air flow design 
Ultra compact & 
lightweight. 








54.95 ig 


LX-150 AC/DC 


ALLOWS AC LIGHT TO BE POWERED BY DC 
BATTERY OR YOUR CAR 
+ Also includes a 12V 100W DC ah &12V 
cigarette plug adapter....... 46.95 


LX-1 50 Kit 


A COMPLETE VIDEO LIGHT KIT 
* includes LX-150 light « 110V 150W AC lamp 
# 12V DC lamp * Cigarette plug adapter 
* 12V 6.5 AH Hi-Power rechargeable 
Belt Battery pack & Battery Charger......89.95 


ve-10 7 


THE MOST COMPACT VIDEO 4) 
FLUID HEAD MONOPOD \ 

With Video Fluid Head 

9 Compact Sections 

* Quick-Release Platform * Padded Rubber Hand 

Grip * Height: 60" extended, 13° closed.......29.95 


VT-8o0 r 


COMBINATION 2 IN 1 
VIDEO TRIPOD W/BUILT-IN 
becom Leal HEAD Ni 
cs Profesional duly S-way 


Fluid Pan Head 1 for tra ‘Smooth Panning 
* Geared Elevator Center Column © Quick-Release 
Camera Platform ¢ Bubble Level Indicator 
Locking Center Brace * Center Column Friction 
Adjustment * Metal Spikes & Rubber Tips 
Height: 62" extended, 23” closed 
© Weight: 3.5 Lbs..69.95 


STEADYCAM JR. 





Top-Rated ! 368,90 

Travel Case f/Steadycam CALL 

Steadycam Jr (Pal) von 998,90 
GLIDECAM 


TOP-RATED ! 
The Most versatile and affordable 
hand-held consumer camcorder 
stabilizer on the market which allows 
you to walk, run, and go up and 
down stairs, or over rugged terrain without 
any camera instability or shake. 
GLIDECAM 1000 Pro Stabilizer... 164.90 
GLIDECAM 3000 Pro Stabilizer... 499.90 <= 
CAMGRANE 100 Tripod-Mounted Boom-Arm 379.90 


KEEPING COMPANY WITH THE MOST TRUSTED NAMES IN VIDEOGRAPHY. 
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Fotovix Il-X (PAL) CALL  Fotovix Ill-x (PAL) CALL 





NO MEMORY BATTERIES 
12V SHOULDER PACKS/BATTERY BELTS 


HP-3 3.4 AH 12v Shoulder Battery Pack 35.95 
MM-5 6.5 AH 12v Shoulder Battery Pack 37.95 
*BES-012 13 AH 12v Shoulder Battery Pack .., 66.95 
*EXC-5 5 AH 12v Shoulder Battery Pack 91.95 
*PRB-6.56.5 AH 12v Battery Pack 43.95 
*PRB-10 10 AH 12v Battery Pack 64.95 
*PRB-14 13 AH 12v Battery Pack 80.95 
*PRB-134 13 AH 12v Battery Pack 111.95 
*PRB-20 20 AH 12v Battery Pack 130.95 


*XLR MODELS. id $30.00 
6V EXTERNAL CAMCORDER BATTERIES 


XJ-66 4.0 MAH t/Sony 8mm 37.50 
XL-66 6.5 MAH t/Sony 8mm 48.50 
XP-66 10 MAH f/Sony 8mm 58,50 
XJ-77 4,0 MAH t/Canon 8mm 37.50 
XL-77 6,5 MAH {/Canon 8mm 48.50 
XP-77 10 MAH f/Canon 8mm 58.50 
XL-1 6.5 MAH f/Canon A-1, L-1 64,95 
XP-1 10 MAH f/Canon A-1, L-1 74.95 
XV-1 20 MAH f/Canon A-1, L-1 139.95 
XJ-88 4.0 MAH f/Hitachi, RCA 8mm 37.50 
XL-88 6.5 MAH f/Hitachi, RCA 8mm 48.50 
XP-88 10 MAH {/Hitachi, RCA 8mm 58.50 
XV-88 20 MAH {/Hitachi, RCA 8mm 109.50 
XJ-99 4.0 MAH f/Panasonic, JVC, VHS-C ..... 42.50 
XL-99 6.5 MAH f/Panasonic, JVC, VHS-C ....... 48.50 
XP-99 10 MAH {/Panasonic, JVC, VHS-C ...... 58.50 
XV-99 20 MAH {/Panasonic, JVC, VHS-C ...... 109.50 
XL-33 6.5 MAH t/Sharp VHS, (Slimcam) ....... 84,50 
XP-33 10 MAH f/Sharp VHS, (Slimcam) 64.50 
XV-33 20 MAH f/Sharp VHS, (Slimcam) ...... 109.50 
ACCESSORIES 
BVM-12 12v in-line Battery Meter 24.95 
42v Power Adaptor Car Cords CALL 
BMW-Pro Pro Wireless Mic System 97.95 
BCX-1 Universal Quick Charger & Refresher... 34.95 
MP-101 Motorized Pan Head 94.95 
Replacement Camcorder Batteries Vany Model.....CALL 





NoMEM BATTERY 
*NO MEMORY CAMCORDER BATTERIES 
SP-77LD* 2hr W/LED for Sony 49.50 


JP-77HD* 2hr Multi-Battery w/LED 59.95 
CB-72L* 2hr for Canon 49.95 
PCB-17L* 2hr (2300 MAH) for Palmcorder 49.95 
S$B-T22 Sharp BT21/22 Slim Cam 49.95 


$B-T80 2hr (2600 MAH) Battery f/Sharp, Viewcam, 
Sony, JVC, Panasonic 49,50 
LED-65U* 6V 6.5AH Beltpak w/LED Tester - 
Runs camcorder 5+ hrs. For Sony, Canon, RCA! 


Hitachi, Pan/JVC - (please specify) 59.50 
LED-100U* 6V 10AH BeltPak w/LED Tester 
(Specify Camera) 69.50 


LP-4500* GV 4.5AH BeltPak (Specify Camera) 48.95 
LP-6500* 6V 6.5AH Beltpak - Runs camcorder 5+ 
hrs, ForSony, Canon, RCA/Hitachi, Pan/JVC ~ 


(please specify) 58.50 
D-800 VHS Hi-Speed Rewinder w/ast forward .. 19.95 
VR-88 8mm Rewinder w/fast forward 29.95 


BCR-10 Full Charge Charger/Recond (9,6v-12v) os 
BCR-96 Quick Charger/Recond 


BRC-262 Omni Charger Plus a = 
VS-L30 3x Tele Lens (37-52mm) CALL 
QC-20 2x Tele Lens (37mm) CALL 
QC-55 .55x Wide Lens (37mm) CALL 


$C-500 Auto Cord 12V Car Cord t/Sony TR-200/500 . 29.95 
UAC-66 Auto Cord Univ. 6V Car Cord (Fits most brands) 29.95 


— 
PHOENIX @ 
Top-Quality Japanese Hi-Res Optics (10 Year Warranty!) 












0.5x Wide Angle /ncludes: Case, 46mm, 49mm 
& 52mm Adaptors 129.95 
2x Telephoto /nciudes; Case, 46mm, 49mm 
& 52mm Adaptors 1 
0,42x Semi-Fisheye /ncludes: Pouch, 27mm, 
30,5mm & 37-37mm Adaptor Rings 
0.65x Wide Angle /ncludes; 27mm, 30,5mm 
Adaptors 
1.5x Telephoto includes: 27mm, 30.5mm 
Adaptors 
0.7x 1.4x Reversible /ncludes: 27mm, 30.5mm 
Adaptors 59.95 
0.65x + 1.5x Rolling Flip includes: Pouch, 27mm, 
0.5mm & 37mm & 46mm Adaptor Rings . 99.95 


99.95 
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1-800-622-6599 1 






"POs Accepted From All Government and Educational Agencies" 


EVW-300 VIDEO Hi8 CAMCORDER GYR2BU «2 er 
Monthly Lease - $346.21" sid Uhl gece yin tbiet => fad 
Advanced CCD Technology., Separate Y/C = ‘ One Piece Camcorder 3 CCD 








Camera with Full Size S-VHS 





Signal Processing, High Quality Sound, 














Quick-start Recording, Camera Genlock Recorder Built-in, Very Low 
Capability, Variable Speed Electronic Light, 1 Lux, 13x or 17x 
Shutter, ClearScan Edit Search, Built-in Optional Lenses. 
A oni! wer gh BRS622U/BRS822U RMG 860U PROFESSIONAL 
Ss ONY. PROFESSIONAL EDITING SYSTEM 
e Monthly Lease - $460.52* 


S-VHS Insert and Assemble Editing. 
4 Channel Audio, Optional Plug-in 
Time Code and TBC's, Self 
Diagnostic Warning System, 
Automatic Head Cleaning, On 
Screen Menu Display. Recorder Has 


SVP-5600 SVO-5800: 
PVE-500" 

Professional Editing System 

Monthly Lease - $396.94* 
The SVP-§600 high quality S-VHS cnt 
player, when combined with the:SVO-5800 editing iin CI 
recorder and the PVE-50Qredit controller, creates a Quiltin Single Event Recorder. 
flexible, cost efficient,editing system. Excellent VC 
video/audio quality’ Built-in TBC and Time Code. 
4-Channel audi6. Frame accurate editing. EDIT*DESK _ proressionat 

BR-S800U/BR-S500U/RM-G800U 


ew! SONY. Monthly Lease - $230.97* 





itl Cost Effective S“VHS Edit System 
eee gt ee With, Time Code. 4 Channel Audio. 


Monthly Lease - $110.60" Fi Heavy Duty Drive System. 


* . 4 32x Picture Search. Open 
The SVO-2000 is an easy to use a) Architecture for Future 
S-VHS Hi-Fi, editing recorder, in Expandability. Hottest 
combination with the RM-250. System for 1995. /» 
editing controller unit. ThesSVO-2000 
creates a simple and cost efficient two.machine 
editing system, providing assemble, video/audio 
insert and program editing capability, 


































AG-455MU 
SNVHS CAMCORDER 


Monthly Lease - $70.63* ni Non Linoar/LIN@arGetn \ 
; “ puter 
S-VHS Camcorder/Source for Editing aa 
12x 2 Speed Zoom lens, 24x & 100x PROGRAM!!! Based Editing Sysfems 
Digital Zoom, Digital Special Effects, 
Wipe, Fade, Mix, Strobe, etc. 
Special Effects. 


~ AG-DS$850/840 

Monthly Lease - $475.62* 
Advanced Digital S-VHS Editing 
System, Full Field 3D TBC. 10 Step 
Digital Slow Motion. DNR. Built-in 
Time-Code. 16x9 capable. 
Component Output. Heavy-Duty 
Tape Transport with 6, motors. 

32x Picture Search. 4 Channel Audio. 
Compaet Chassis. 






Desktop, A/B Roll Editing Controllers. For IBM Compatibles, 
Mac and Toaster. Supports Entry-Level 
AG-DP800 through BroadcastEquipment. Cut & Paste, 


Clean, Ripple, Sort,and more. CMX File Conversion. 
S-VHS FIT 3-CCD DIGITAL SIGNAL Easy-to-use intuitive on-screen controls 
PROCESSING CAMERA/RECORDER di r) 
Monthly Lease - $291.79* FAS Aladin 
High Sensitivity FIT CCD. Chroma Detail. Built-in =e C, TAO Mh r MeO? 





Phantom Power. Lightweight/Low Power Constimption 


4-Channel Audio. Built-in Time Code Generator SAN (@) mane. foul" ep 


WJMX50/30 


DIGITAL AV MIXER Lights 
Digital Special Effects, 287/108 Wipe Sg MA VIDEONICS 

Patterns, Wipe/Mix Section, Fade fi utureVideo 

In/Fade Out, Down Stream Key, BATTERIES TAPES 











Color Correction, Audio Mixing BALIERIES 5 

Capability. Visa 7 Ped ONY 3M 
ALSO AVAILABLE WJAVES & 7 Ss NEG Fuji AMPEX 
* Monthly payments based on 36 month lease with optional 10% buy-out at end of lease term, with approved credit. 


USA (except S. FL)/Mexico/Canada Call 1-800-622-6599 Fax 1-800-833-1960 10998 Wilcrest, Houston, TX 77099 


| South Florida/South America Call 1-305-265-9339 Fax 1-305-265-1164 6303 Blue Lagoon Dr., Miami, FL 33126 
_ Open Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 


Manufacture supplied accessories. Extended warranties available on some products. We ship within one working day 
Prices quoted over the phone are for mail order only. In store prices may be slightly higher. All prices quoted are F.0.B. 
Defective merchandise must be exchanged within 10 days of receipt of goods. Please call for exchange authorization, 
@hange without notice. Vidicomp is an authorized GSA Supplier. Not responsible for typographical errors. 
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*AUTHORIZED DEALER OF ALL MAJOR VIDEO EQUIPMENT BRANDS ® 
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CAMCORDERS ¢ VIDEO PRINTERS om 


aT 
we Panasonic “..< 





CALL 800-247-4663 FOR YOUR 








PAWASOME CAMCORDERS Eacc| creas FREE COPY OF OUR LATEST 64 PAGE 
| AS ob pei i al SHARP: “9 PLANET AUDIO AND VIDEO CATALOG 


N FILLED WITH SPECS AND PRICING ON EVERYTHING 
SHARP CAMCORDERS © ox ROM CAMCORDERS 10 VCR'S, TV'S AND ALL THE BEST 
STATE OF THE ART AUDIO AND VIDEO PRODUCTS! 


PANASONIC VCR's 


CAMCORDERS + TV's + EDITOR » VIDEO PRINTERS Sige 
\) 


“O Canon ™“ 


WE STOCK ALL 
com, THE CANON 





The Planet Policy of Customer Satisfaction 


Planet Electronics wants to be your source for video and audio equipment. 
With your satisfaction in mind, we offer the best deals possible on brand- 
new merchandise and support it with full service before and after the sale. 
Our success rests on satisfied customers and we greatly value your repeat 
business and referrals. We offer no “backdoor deals”, “special prices on 
Sion). refurbished products”, or use any “bait and switch” or “hidden charges” 






















ay no CAMCORDERS ws tactics. All Planet Electronics merchandise is fully factory authorized and 
JV c oeme Ron ag . OER vie sealed, Hs a mer ee that " jos A ric - be bi average 
av ee — GA G0-VIDEO retal see pi our sean i get ae est deal on the best mer- 
T's » CAMCORDERS 8 noo | VIDEO DECKS * VHS* SMM oe renee 
Persad 2d Planet Has the Accessories You Need Too! 
TOPs Sea 
res CAMCORDER |i44' 2 Mr me SIMO Fog 
BATTERIES BOGEN TRIPODS. = SIMA VIDEO EDITORS 
RCA VCR's We Stock’em All. y/ praees Meee ait en Eile TITLERS ¢ afi ice 
TV's DSS Just Call! / 3116 Mini P 3170 Tri-pod MIXERS ¢ BATTERY 
: f 3140 Pro 3160 Tri-pod 
GoldStar CAMCORDERS . REFRESHERS 
TOR, : 
VIDE 
Sui TO VHS V@ VIDEONICS = (Car ecaner \Blank Tape | 





Maxelle Sonye TDK 
JVCe Scotche Fuji 
AD orp All Formats! Call! 
eA srs Ore ony 
V moent Bo: put? CITIZEN CAMCORDER MONITORS ZAIAZDEN' AZDEN VIDEO MIC's Sea 
NADY PRO VIDEO ew CD 3" COLOR MONITOR M329 __—s IMPROVE CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE = °F* 
Mic’s © HEADPHONES CITIZEN’ LCD 4" COLOR MONITOR M938. AZDENLENS REWINDERS« MIXERS 


Video and Audio, Planet's Got it All! Just Cali >= 


me -// £7 
ELIMINATE ANNOYING COPY 


Better sound through research. 
JVC ane PROTECTION INTERFERENCE 
to DURING PLAYBACK OF RENTED MOVIES 


Pen’ Sherwood 
“ie BLACK BOX" 


DIGITAL. STATE OF THE ART UNIT WORKS AUTOMATICALLY 
WITH ANY TV, VCR, VHS OR BETA REMOVING ALL FLASH- 
ES, STREAKS, JITTERS AND OTHER EMBEDDED JAMMING 
PROCESSES GIVING YOU-A.CRYSTAL CLEAR PICTURE, 


IN MICHIGAN CALL 1-313-453-4750 cin Soa 
Call with an Order or Questions Today, and Ask for a Free Catalog! | NO CREDIT CARD FEES! 


CIRCLE NO. 14 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


EDIT-SUITE * VIDEO MIXER 
RECOTON pie maxer 2000+ THE EQUALIZER 
900 MHZ SIGNALS = SOUNDEFFECTSBOX* THUMBSUP @% 
























Berger Bros. Camera and Video Exchange 
Specializes in both Photographic and Video 
Equipment. We carry the Largest Selection of 
Camcorders and Accessories in stock and at the 
lowest prices. We'll help you make the right 
choice over the phone, that’s why we can offer a 
full money back guarantee. We could list all of 
our Equipment in our ads like everyone else...but 
we Call that our 240-page Catalog. 





1-800-262-4160 


We Compete With Any Legitimate Price & We Ship Anywhere 
When Tomorrow Won’t Do. Call Us Today. 


(516)-264-4160 °¢ FAX (516)-264-1007 
209 BROADWAY (ROUTE 110) AMITYVILLE, N.Y. 11701 











































































































e@DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME @ PICTURE IMPROVING ENERGIZER CABLES 
@FULL WARRANTY eLOWEST PRICES eBULLET PROTECTORS & IMMUNIZERS 
eNEW INTELESTAR® e@WE CARRY ALL MAKES AND MODELS 


MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL CONSUMER CABLE ASSOCIATION 


. Ss. 
Multi-Vision | Order Toll Free: Pe 


Order by C.0.D., Check-Via-Phone or VISA / MC & 


Please have the make and model # of the equipment used in your area. 


MULTI-VISION ELECTRONICS INC. 


QUIP BE SOLD TO Pp BSCRIBERS O 
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VIDEO 


SUBSCRIBER SERVICE 


PLACE 
LABEL 


C 























MOVING? Please give us 
8 weeks advance notice. Attach 
label with your old address, and 
write in new address below. 


RENEWING? Check 
box below and attach label with 
corrections marked, if any. 


SUBSCRIBING? Check 
box and fill in coupon. For gift 
subscriptions attach a separate 
sheet. 








Send 
VIDEO 
for 1 year at $17.94 
New Subscription Renewal 


























Payment enclosed Bill me 








Canadian and foreign orders 
add $7 per year. 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. 
STATE 


ZIP 


1(815)734-1283 
FAX 1(815) 734-1223 


VIDEO 
P.O. Box 737, Mount Morris IL 61054 


Pa 





. WE ALWAYS p= sor @)’ >)=aa 8 
7) compentors 4 AC | Ol R é Dil { “GU, |] [For onpens catt 
yy COMPETITORS DIV. OF TH GE, INC. let = 
_— PRICI op WHOLESALE PRICES DIRECT TO CONSUMERS 800-695-3535 
MA E 
oT a oeeseRe consnco. 35 WEST 35 ST.NY,NY 10001 pati usan Wi par Cann 
INFORMATION CUSTOMER SERVICE 24HR FAX 


212-564-4399 212-564-4398 212-643-9727 
PAL / SECAM, MULTISYSTEM UP TO 50% OFF!!! CALL 212-564-4399 


CAMCORDERS PROVIDEO = acctO&9.cs THEATRE 


jH-8, Color Viewfinder 
HSteady 


-3nr 
ooor 


SLV-640HF. 
SLV-740HF........ ; : 
SLV-780HF........ i SONY NP-77H 


Sry Bice CANON 2000mah..29 


= 


CUSTOM SCREENS 
Call for low price 
and free advise 


WO Coor 


ea aor Viewfinder 
Zoom, O Lux 
lpia Stabilizer 


PV-4551. 
PV-4561. 


L-2W/LENS.... slats PV-4562.... 
Wide Angle Len: 
Telephoto Lens... 


Video 39 Are 3 vw. NO MEMORY........29| | Call For New Models 


Editor... V 
Omni Source And The Best Price 
Plus Charger........ 59 


Sunpak Rb-80ul... 
RAPID Charger 
Dischargev........29 


649 VL. Eas. 5-7Hours of recording 
3 td cise piers weights under 4Lbs. 
‘869 VL-HL410 oh Charger included. 


Heavy Duty Pouch, 


ISVHS-C, 100X Zoom Adaptor for your 
EIS, Special Effects eae 
aio Vie iewfinder Camcorder 


g 95 
CAR CHARGER...39 


Carring Case. 


GR-SZ7...949 ViSc, Acaptcr 


PAL / SECAM 
MAXELL - TDK -3M | (ieee enn 
Bwec, 2% Zoom, : SONY - FUJI.-BASF EUROPE-ASIA 
Color iewfinder, Low Lux MIDDLE EAST 
AFRICA 
AUSTRALIA 
CAMCORDERS 
8MM 
SONY 549 
HITACHI 
CANON 
VHS-C 
PANASONIC... 
Jvc 5 


T-180 S-VHS.. 
T-30 S-VHS-C. 


PANASONIC 
rae AIWA CALL 
ag CS Hi-8ME 120........7.69] AAI Bs 


VCRor Camcorder . 
ita SHARP 


LOW 
359% TOSHIBA PRICES 
MAINTENANCE 49.95 SONY AND 


HITACHI FREE 
GRUNDIG ADVICE 


PHILIPS INFINITY BOSE JBL 


NILES KLIPSH POLK 
KEF VELODYNE B&O 
SAV REE Toe scat DESIGN ACCOUSTIC 
151VR/HT.. 2 A 
VIDEO TRANSFERS 351VR/LT.. A ALL OTHER MODELS 
FROM $8.99 SAMSON... PLEASE CALL 
PER HOUR SENHEISER...PRICE| |CASE 9 212-564-4399 


Quantity limited. We are not responsible for typogrepnical errors. Our prices reflect cash MbI TOBOPUM nO-PYCCKU OPEN: MONDAY ny FRIDAY 9AM-6PM 
Beige acters Mr tue canara ae otis Tavpetcon fected. = SE HABLA ESPANOL SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 10AM-5PM 


Shipping and handling are extra and Non-refundable. CA#001836t 
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Is your Cable Company 
Alienating You? 


Say NO to unearthly 
rental fees! 


»yERROLD 


We have the Best in 









Owning your cable 
equipment saves you 
the high cost of 
monthly equipment 
rental charges, and 
gives you control of 
your TV. 


















CONVERTERS and DESCRAMBLERS! 


Everquest ¢ Panasonic ¢ Jerrold ¢ Zenith ¢« Pioneer 
Scientific Atlanta « Oak ¢ Eagle ¢ Hamlin ¢ Tocom 


1 800 624-1150 
=| 
MD Lhdtiones~ 


875 S. 72 Street e Omaha, NE 68114 


















Member of 
National Consumer 
Cable Association 
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READER 

SERVICE NO. 
18 a/d/s/.. 
33. Abe's of Maine. 
10 Adcom 
5S Azden ..\........ 


27 B&k .. 
49 
54 : 
~ Gerder Blog 
62 
48 


15 
29 
47 


41 


20 


21 


30 
58 


24 


INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 





rove cdl 








42 





B&W ....... 
Beach Camera ......... 





















Brookline Technologies . 
Bryston Vermont .. 





Cable Warehouse on... eseerscreos 
Cambridge SoundWorks .... 
Camera World ... 
Canon oo. 
Coast to Coast . 
Colonel Video & Audio 
Columbia House....... 
ComputAbility....... 














DalaVieion Be 88 
ode 
10 
Definitive Technology........... ett 


Electronic Mailbox ........ 88 








Electronic Mailbox .. 90-91 
Electronic Wholesalers .......... 100 
Executive Photo & Electronics . we 105 





Factory Direct... 
Family Photo & Video 
Full View TV. cess 
Haven Industries (Recoton). 
Hitachi 






64 
46 


14 
$1 


61 


39 









Panamax........... 
Paradigm . 
Parasound . 












READER PAGE 
SERVICE NO. ADVERTISER NUMBER 
42 HUPRING este 8, 104 
12 JVC. | oe 
37 Ken Crane's Laserdisc... 8 
= Laserdisc Fan CUD ee 8 
So lowyd.. 
| Maan... 8 
7 Marine Park... Fe 
16 Martin Logan . 

17 MD Electronics... 

2 Mirage........ oo a 
23 Mult Vision 

13 New West Electronicg. OS 
62 NuRedity. Os 








Planet Electronics . : 67 
POWeNVIGEO i Oe 


Smile Photo & Video... 
Uncle's Stereo... oo 
Vidicomp .. 


Warner MUSIC. 


Zenith .. 





oe O11 


106 





-16a,b 


23 



























SMILE 


Order Toll Free: 







PHOTO 
A) 9) 


1-800-516- 








4201 


NY RESIDENTS & INFORMATION. 1-212 967-5900 





VIDEONICS 


Character Generator TM-2000 . 439.95 





TM-2000 (Pal) 544,95 
Digital Video Processor VE-1 . Call 
Sound Effects Miver (Boing Box) SE-1 . 94.95 


Thumbs Up Video Editor TU-1 134.95 
Digital Video Mixer MX-1 879.95 
Digital Video Mixer MX-1 (Pal) 1199.95 





Processor Plus (PPI) 69.95 
Direct Ed 129.95 Direct Ed Plus 149.95 
Graphics Library 37.95 
Video Title Writer V-6350 119.95 
6300 Editing Effects Mixer 149.95 
0635 Reviser Edit, Mix, Enhance . 54,95 
6306 Audio Video Color Fader 39,95 
6315 Mixer'Enhancer w Fader . 54.95 
6325 S-VHS Editing Processor . 109.95 
6331 Auto Cont. “L’ Editor Call 
6301 Special Effects Generator Call 
6321 Video Processor Call 
NEW JX-ED11 89.95 
CG-V60U Character Generator . 89.95 
JX-T8B S-VHS Character Generator 169.95 
JX-T66 Character Generator. 79.95 
JX-§ 100 AVP/SVHS Switcher . Call 
JX-S 300 AV SVHS Switcher. 179.95 
JX-SV55 Video Production Center . 309.95 
JX-S700 Remote A’ eVick 379.95 
FutureVideo 
EC-1000 Pro Editor Call 
EC-1000 Pro Editor MK Ii Call 





Edit Link 2200 Call 





Edit Link 2200 TC T66 Call 
Ecit Link 3300 Call 
Software... Call Cables... Call 
Time Code Generator Call 

sis igwe = 3 


FX-L VIDEO ED-IT 
AUTOMATIC INFARED SPECIAL 
EFFECTS EDITOR WITH CONTROL-L 
= Preprogram up to 46 edit points. » 
Auto infared remote editing + One but- 
ton and your recorded tape is automat- 
ically edited « Complete w/stereo audio 
mixer & hi-fidelty microphone adds 
music * Includes S-video connectors 


for Super VHS 189.95 


& Hi-8 formats 
SIMA SFX-5 VIDEO PRO 
DIGITAL EFFECTS GENERATOR 
+ Freeze-Frame & Dirobe » Picture-In 
Picture + 4 or 9 Frame Multiscreen = 


Paint & Mosiac « 199.95 


Easy to use 
SIMA SCW COLORWRITER 
S-VHS COLOR CHARACTER GENERATOR 
= 8 Colors & 4 sizes » Deluxe rubber 
keyboard » 12 pages of memory « Titles 


bower 139.95 


bordered or boxed 
SFX-4 

SPECIAL EFFECTS GENERATOR 
= Over 100 wipe patterns * Crosstade 
one mak Next + Variable wipe & fade 
speed * Stereo sound mixer 
+ SVHS/Hi8 compatible 139.95 
VIDEO EDIT MASTER PLUS 
HOME VIDEO EDITOR & SOUND MIXER 
w/ COLOR ENHANCER 
© Edit w/ Black & White Fades 
© Adjust Color, Detail & Brightness 
© Split screen to compare original 
& Improved Image 
4 1 Input, 1 Output: S-VHS & He campatie 

M ... 


‘SED-EM ... 

DIGITAL PRO ED/IT x 
NEW digital circuitry! NEW variable 
speed fade! NEW crossfade! A full fea- 
tured digital color processor, plus mini- 
editor, plus video mde stereo 







































audio mixer! 





















NEW! SED-IR EDIT 89,95 
SED-1 ED/T 1 34,95 
EDIT 2 64.95 
SED/2X 104.95 
SSM-3 Stereo Sound Mixer .. 33.95 
SCG Screenwriter 94.95 
SBB Booster Box 24.95 
SVC Copy Kit 22.95 
SVC-2 Copy Kit 2 27.95 
SVC-3 Copy Kit 3 63.95 
SMK Easy Titler 21.95 







SFXL-P Video Edit Pal 
SFX-4P-ED/IT 4 Pal 149.95 
SCW-P Color Screenwriter Call 


VIDEO MICROPHONES 


199.95 







SHS - Sound Soure IR Stereo Hst . 69.95 
Tele Mike . 27.95 Cam Mike . 18.95 
Stereo Cam Mike 28.95 Miver Mike 39.95 
VIDEO SUPPORT 
Video Prop. 22.95 Campod 26.95 
POWER MAX BATTERY 


CHARGES/RECONDITIONERS 


SPM-1 Quick Charger DC 15.95 
SPM-3 Universal Charg/Disch 

AC/DC 1 port 33.95 
SPM-4 Universal Charg/Disch 

AC/DC 1 port CALL 
SPM-6 6V Discharger 14.95 
SPM-7 Auto Select Discharger . 16.95 


SPM-8 Charger/Discharger AC 21.95 
SPM-10 Pulse Charg AC/DC 2port 44, “a 
SPM-B Power Pocket 23. 

SPM-E Battery Eliminator 18. 6 


SUNPAK 
MEMORY-FREE 6v BATT, 
| SONY, JVC, 

SHARP. PANASOMIC, 
RB70U (2000 Mah) 34.95 
RB7OUL (2000 Mah) 44.95 
RBBOU (2700 Mah) 38.95 
RBBOUL. (2700 Mah) 49.95 
RB-E77MF Canon (1700 Mah) . 39.95 

Buy 3 Batt. Get FREE Video Light 





HOME VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 


Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri-9-2, Sun-10-4 
FAX 24 HOURS 1-800-699-2836 1 


[ MICROPHONES | VIDE 


"RZDEN. 


WHX-PRO . 149.00 WR-2 PRO 139.95 
WMS-PRO 139.95" WMT-30 .. 54.95 
WLX-PRO . 129.95 WMT-PRO . 109.95 
WLX-PRO| 139.95- DMH-80S .. 48.95 
WLT-PRO . 74.95 WR-PRO ... 70.95 
ECS-440 39.95 CAM-3 43.95 
€CZ-990 53.95 HS-7V 19.95 
€(2-770 54.95 DM-100 54.95 
" FREE EX 8 w/ Purchase 

151 HT LT Combo 234.95 
151 VR'LT Wireless Mic 108.95 
151 VR'HT Wireless Mic 127.95 


351 VRLT Compact Wireless Mic 169.95 


351 VR/HT Handheld 189.95 
VLM-770 Lavalier Mic 29.95 
101-LT Wireless Mic 164.95 
101-HT Wireless Mic 194.95 
201-LT Wireless Mic 249.95 
201-HT Wireless Mic 264.95 
551 VRILT 489.95 
551 VRHT 629.95 
VCM-100 Video Boom Mic 39.95 
AVM-300 Stereo Audio Mixer , 44.95 


MCM-400 Portable Audio Mixer 34,95 
NHM-200 Monitoring Headset . 14.95 
SBM-500 Stereo Boom Mic .. 29.95 
CTM-600 UNI-Directional Mic . 39.95 
DY WH-90 
WIRELESS STEREO HEADPHONES 
Range 150 ft 
Now you can roam around the house 
go from room to room. even go outside 
on the patio while listening — in private 
to your favorite stereo music from your 
home stereo or stereo TV, thanks to 
the Nady WH90 Wireless 
64.95 


39.95 


- 





ead 
BESCOR 
BMW-PRO oe 
Professional +4 
Manan 
system 98.95 


Up to 400. range. @ 2 Mics (1 clip-on 
1 hand-held). @ 2 Switchable channels 
to select the clearset sound. @ Monitor 
earphone lets you monitor sound being 
recorded. @ Camera shoe or vel cro 
mount for added versatility. @ Includes 
+ High sensitivity lapel Mic, Handheld 
Mic, Camcorder Hook up Cable. Monitor 
Earphone, and Batteries 
CALL FOR BESCOR CATALOG 


WE ARE THE WIRELESS FUTURE 
Featuring dbx Noise Reduction 
MR-1 WIRELESS SYSTEM 
LAVALIER SYSTEMS 

ST-2 (L) Audio Technica MT-350 
w/Sony Mic/Mr-1 Receiver 324.95 
ST-2 (L) AT831 Transmitter w: Audio 


Technica Mic/MR-1 Receiver... 369.95 
ST-2 (L) ECM-44 Transmitter 
wiSony Mic/Mr-1 Receiver 369.95 


HAND HELD SYSTEMS 


SH-2/PR4 Audio Technica 


Dynamic Mic/Mr-1 Receiver ... 344.95 
SH-2/58 Shure SM58 dynamic 
Mic Element/MR-1 Receiver 394.95 


SH-2/85 Shure SM-85 Condenser 
Mic Element/Mr-1 Receiver 529.95 
MR-1 MICRO RECEIVER 
‘SUPER TD TRANSMITTER 
LAVALIER SYSTEMS. 
Sony Audio Technica/TX-3 MT-350 


Body Pack Transmitter 464.95 
Audio Technica AT-831/TX-3 
Body Pack Transmitter 519.00 


Sony ECM-44/TX-3 Body Pack 
Transmitter 94.95 
Sony ECM-55/TX-3 


Body Pack Transmitter 608.95 
Sony ECM-77'TX-3 

Body Pack Transmitter 659.00 
Sennheiser MKE -2/TX-3 

Body Pack Transmitter 679.95 
Beyer 10.9 Unidirectional/TX-3 

Body Pack Transmitter 679.95 


Hand-Held Systems ... Call for Price 
VLP WIRELESS SYSTEMS 
VT-1 (L) Transmitter 
wiLavalier/VR- Receiver 
VH-1 Hand-Held Transmitter 
VR-1 Receiver 164.95 


HEADPHONES 


RCA CORDLESS STEREO 
HEADPHONES (WHP 101) 
Advanced 900 MHz radio frequency 
technology provides high-quality, interfer- 


144.95 


ence-free stereo sound without any line: 
of-sight restriction found in intrared sys: 
tems. Includes convenient features like 
quick access tuning, volume control, and 
adjustable earcups 84.95 





SONY 


WIRELESS HEADPHONES 
MOR IF 210 69.95 MDR IF 410 109.95 
MOR IF 610 139.95 MDR IF 710 189.95 





| HI-8 120 ME 11.19 














ion 
1-30 HS 1.94 
T-60 HS 1.94 
7-120 HS .. 1.69 
T-160 HS. 2.49 
L-750 HS Beta 3.19 
7-120 EHG 244 
7-160 EHG 2.89 
7-120 Hifi 2.59 
7-160 Hifi 3.19 





T-120 HDX-Pro 5.79 
ST-120 XP Pro 6.69 
ST-160 XP Pro 7.89 



























TC-30 EHG .. 2.59 
STC-20 XP .. 4.69 
STC-30 XP .. 6.44 
P6-120 8mm 2.94 
P6-90 EHG ... 2.99 
P6-120 EHG . 3,94 
P6-60 HMP .. 4.89 
P6-90 HMP ... 5.15 
P6-120HMP . 5.29 
P6-120 HME. 8.49 
P6-60 HME ... 8.49 
L-750 a9 
FUJI 

T-60 HO... 1.77 
7-120 HQ .. 1.59 
T-160HO. 2.39 
1-60 S-HG 2.29 
7-120 S-HG 2.49 
1-160 S-HG 3.29 
TC-20 S- 






7-120 AV Master 3.99 
ST-30 SVHS 5.34 
34 


ST-120 S-VHS 5.5! 

ST-160 S-VHS 7.29 
STC-20 S-VHS 4.35 
STC-30 S-VHSC 5.49 
P6-30 8mm .. 2.09 
P6-60 8mm .. 2.59 
P6-120. 8mm 2.79 
P6-30 HG 8mm 2.69 
P6-60 HG 8mm 2.99 
P6-120 HG 8mm 3.69 
P6-60 HI 8mp . 4.09 
P6-120 HI Bmp 5.04 
T-120AV Mate. (ID) 5.65, 


3 
5. 
$T-60. S-VHS d 
7. 

























P6-30 HMP 3,39 
P6-150 HMM . 4.69 
P6-30 HME 6.49 
P6-60 HME ..... 7.59 
P6-120 HME . 10.29 
MAXELL 
T-120 GX 1.89 
T-160 GX 2.94 





7-120 HGX/GLD 2.39 
T-160 HGX/GLD 3.49 














T-120XL-HIFL. 2.79 
ST-120XRS 5.89 
ST-160XRS 7.49 
ST-1B0XRS ... 10.79 





TC-20HGX'GLD 3.39 
TC-30HGX/GLD 3.19 













TC-20 Pro 4.29 
STC-30XRS 5.89 
P6-15 8mm .... 3.29 
P6-90 8mm .... 3.59 
P6-90 HGX 8mm 3.69 
P6-120 HGX 8mm 3.59 
XRM-60 4.39 
XRM-90 4.79 
XRM-120 5.29 








P6-120 8mm 2.89 








3M 
BLACK WATCH 
1-120 HG 3.89 
7-120 Hi-Pro 5.95 
7-120 Premium 4.29 
ST-120 S-VHS .. 8.95 
P6-120 8mm 6.49 
P6-120 Hi-8 10.99 
P6-60 Hi-8 .. 8.39 
Head Cleaner 12.95 


SONY 
L-500 ES .... 2.54 
1-500 Pro-X . 5.44 
L-750 ES 2.99 
L-750 ES-HG 3.99 
7-120 ES 1.99 
1120 “V.. 2,09 
7-120 ESHG . 2.49 
ST-120 S-VHS 6.94 



































7-160 ES 2.59 
T-160 ESHG . 3.24 
8mm 30 2.69 
8mm 60 3.39 
8mm 90 ... 3.59. 
8mm 120 ... 3.49 
8mm 150 ... 4.89 







8mm 120 HG 4.79 
8mm 60 HG . 4.25 
HI8 MP60 .. 5.29 
Hi8 MP120 . 6.89 
















HI-8 60 ME . 8.49 
HI-8 20 ME . 3.49 
BASF 750 HO 2.49 









SONY 
PROFESSIONAL 
MOST-30 S-VHS 6.99 
MOST-60 S-VHS 7.89 
MOST-1205-VHS 7.69 
P6-30 HMPX 
P6-60 HMPX ... 6, 
P6-120 HMPX 10.39 
T-30BA VHS .... 3.49 
T-30PM VHS ... 3.39 























LCD COLOR VIDEO MONITORS 


CITIZEN LCD M-329 MKIl 





T-30PR VHS 
T-60BA VHS 










Color Video Monitor .. $124.95 


Now you can 
monitor your vid 


T-60PM VHS 
T-60PR VHS 
T-120BA VHS 
T-120PM VHS 
T-120PR VHS 
6-30 HMEX 
















0S as you take i 
them in Full 
Color. This 2.9" 


Color Monitor weighs just 5 ounces and is 
supplied with a hood for use in bright loca 
tions. 


M-938 3.8" Monitor 179.95 
AC Adapter .. 18.95 TV Tuner .... 59.95 
DC Car Cord . 29.95 Case 18.50 
M-329 Pal. 129.95 1-740 208.95, 
M-938 Pal 189.95 
Sony XVM-30 3° Monitor .... 329.95 


New Casio Monitor w/Speaker 139.95. 


9 
E6-60HMEX. 10.69 
£6-120 HMEX 14,29 
EL-250 ED Beta 13.29 
EL-500 ED Beta 19.29 

MAXELL 
BROADCAST 

7-30 BQ ..,... 4.49 
T-60 BO 4.99 
1-120 BQ 5.69 
ST-31 BO .... 5.99 
ST-62 BO ... 6.49 





























2-967-5912 
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29 WEST 35TH STREET, N.Y., N.Y 10001 


SMiILE 


VIDEO 


BET. 5TH AND 6TH AVENUE 


PHOTO 
ee ae 





Free Cordless Video Light W/Purchase of Camcorder!!! 


Panasonic 
CAMCORDERS 

Py-10205 519.95 PV-940 
PV-10304 599.95 PV-950 
PV-10305 Call PV-960 Call 
PV-10405 599.95 PV-S63 899.95 
PV-10505 649.95 PV-S64 Call 
PY-54 Py-S770 1009.95 


489.95 
554.95 


PV-1361 


PY-4551 HF 
PV-4562 HF 
PV-4860 HF 
PV-4970 HF 


PV-4561 HF 239.95 
PV-4566 Call 
PV-4962 HF - 279.95 
PV-S4366 - 399.95 
PV-$4380 - 639.95 PV-S4480 Call 
PV-S4990 - 679.95 PV-S4564 - 294.95 
PV-S4580 Call 


BATTERIES 
BPBE 

BP11 

5 BP 15 


29.95 
24.95 
29.95 
29.95 


Panasonic PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDERS 
979.95 AG-187 509.95 
Call AG-455 1449.95 
AG-DP800 Call F-500 Call 
F-700A Call F-250B 4999.95 
Special Prices For Complete System 
VCR's 
189.95 | AG-5700 
Call AG-1970 1179.95 
AG-Wi 1699.95 AG-AQ6 379,95 
AG-2530 489,95 Wu-MX30 1789.95, 
Wu-MX50 3899.95 WJ-AVE3 299.95 
Wu-KB50 459.95 WJ-AVES 779,95 
WJ-AVE7 869.95 WV-CG5S 229.95 
WV-KB15A 259.95 WJ-TTL7 289.95 
MONITOR/VCR COMBO 
AG-513 13° 469.95 AG-520 20° 509.95 
MONITORS 
CT-1030M 299.00 CT-2084VY 379.95 
CT-1331Y 399.00 CT-1384VY 309.95 
CT-1384Y 254.95 CT-2584Y 469.95 
CT-2083Y 339.00 CT-2584VY 529.95 
CT-2784VY 509.95 


Jvc INDUSTRIAL 


GY-X2BU 3 CCD S-VHS BEST PRICE! 

KY-27 Outfit TO LOW 

BRS 378 Recorder Player 899.95 

SRS 360 Player Recorder 799,95 

Monitors By JVC . from 239.95 & up 

EDIT-DESK 
* Free Monitor w/Purchase 

BR-S 800U Video Casset. Player Recorder 

BR-S 500U Video Casset. Player Recorder 

RM-G 800U Video Casset. Player Recorder 
Call For Special Prices 


SONY 


CAMCORDERS 
489.95 TRV-30 
549.95 TRV-40 
539.95 TRV-70 
629.95 TR-100 

CAI TR-400 
659,95 TR-600 
769.95 TR-700 


AG-195 
AG-3 


AG-1290 
AG-1300 


1229.00 


TR-30 
TR-33 
TR-40 
TR-73 
TR-82 
TR-83 
TR-91 
TR-93 


739.95 
899.95 
1279.95 
739.95 
799.95 
Call 
1219.95 
2499.95 


269.95 

749,00 
SLVR 1000 749.95 
RME-100 89,95 
RME-300 489.95 
RME-700_ 699.95 
RME-1000T 1399.95 
XV-AL100 389.95 
EVC-100 .. 479.95 
SLHF-2000 529.95 


SLV-640 

SLV-740 

SLV-770 

SLV-940 

SLV-920 
EVS-2000 Call 
EVS 7000 1399.95 
XV-C_ 900 699.00 
EVA-50 ., 349.95 
SLS-600 .. 319.95 
XV-T 33 (Video Sketch Titler) . 289.95 
OCP-77 Car Cord for Sony Came. 69.95 
DC-S10 Car Charger and Adaptor 94.95 
HVL-20DX Light for Camcorder . 77.95 
AC-S10 Charger Discharger 94.95 
BCS-10 Portable Quick Charger Disch. 84.95 
BE-V8 8mm Rewinder Eraser .. 139.95 
GP-TRX Pistol Grip 84.95 
RM-155K Wireless Remote 69.95 
SPK-TRX2 133.95 SPK-FX1 124.95 
SPK-TRA2 144.95 SPK-TR3 149.95 
ACV-500 Charger Adapter NPSO0 119.95 
DCV-500 Car Battery Charger 119.95 
BCV-500 Portable AC Charger 2 NPSOOH 

AA Battery Pack 

XV-M30 Color Monitor 

Sony Cable Controls “L 


BATTERIES 


NP-11 49.95 NP-98 

NP-22 29.95 NP-68 

NP-22H .. 49.95 NP-77 

NP-55 34.95 

NP-60D .. 39.95 

NP-66 34.95 

NP-65 64.95 NP. 4000 259.95 


Nikon 


VN 840 (Same as CCDF-45) . 599.95 
VN 350 (Same as Sony TR82) 669.95 
VN 360 (Same as Sony TR93) . Call 
VN 400 (Same as Sony V30) ... Call 


JVC 


CAMCORDERS 
499.95 GRSZ-1 
Call GRSZ-7 


GR-AX37 

GR-AX70 

GRSX 90U 
GR-SV3 (3° LCD) 

GR-EZ1 (3x Zoom) a 5 
GRAX 700 499.95 GRAX 800 589.95 
GRAX 900 629.95 
HR-J610 .. 239.95 HR-VP618 279.95 
HR-VP604 _ Call HR-VP710 329.95 
HR-VP612 . 254.95 HRS-5100 499.95 
HR-S7100 559.95 


PRINTERS 
PANASONIC AG-EP60 729.95 AG-EPB0 1149.95 
VW-VS 100 Sheets Paper 79.95 


CASIO VG-100 499.95 SONY CVPM-3 729.95 
Paper 50 Sheets . 49.95 100 Sh.69.95 


GOLD STAR 
8mm TAPE PLAYER & 4 HEAD VHS 
VIDEO CASSETTE RECORDER 

GVR-DD1 © Copy 8mm tapes to VHS. 
© Edit out unwanted footage 549.95 


ORDERING INFORMATION: Please include name, address. & phone number with payment. 


handling & insurance are additional. Prices in effect until next issue. as old stock lasts 


on most items within 10 days wi 


VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
509.95 CC-740 679.95 
569.95 CC-1000 369.95 

Call 
8MM-CAMCORDER 

PRO-930 

PRO-830 419.95 + PRO-840 

PRO-843 439.95 PRO-845 

VHS 

569.95 CC-412 


CC-620 


509.95 
469.95 
539.95 


CC-190 
CC-547 


499.95 
569.95 
199.95 VR-664 HF 289.95 
VR-538 209.95 VR-667 HF 269.95 
VR-603 HF 214.95 VR-721 HF 419.95 
VR-674 HF. Call VR-800 HF Call 


MINSLIA 


CAMCORDERS 
VHC 3X 359.95 
C-503 VHSC 3X 359.95 
8-912 (Hi 8 Same as Hitachi VMH71) 1099.95 
Pro 8-918 Hi-8 2 Chip 1299.95 
8-378 (same as Hitachi VME 55) . 539.95 
8-778 (Hi-8) 639.95 
8-418 539.95 C-513 Call 
0-532 Call C-542 Call 
C-552 (Same As JVC GRAX 700) Call 
C-550 (10-1 Zoom C Format Call 
C-560 (same as 550 Hifi) Call 
V-10R (VHS) 499.95 
8-808 599.95 


MINOLTA ACCESSORIES 
Wide or Tele Lens 8-918 179.95 
Batteries For Camcorders . from 39.95 
Shoulder Strap Camcorders from 18.95 
Car Battery Adaptor from 99.95 
Car Battery Cord from 49.95 
AV Stereo Input Cord ... from 24.95 
Video Output Cord from 24.95 
Remote Controller from 24.95 
System Cases from 49.95 
Super Directional Mikes . trom 39.95 
Lenses from 49.95 
RF Adaptor from 69.95 
AC Adaptor Charges from 119.95 
VCG1U Character Generator . 89.95 
VTF1 Film Transfer Adaptor .. 119.95 


VR-528 


GV-3000 Wizard 

GV-3020 Visions 

GV-3030 Mirage 

GV-3060 Epic 

GV-3070 Encore 

GV-3080 Montage 
GV-3090 

GV-8050 (Hi 8) 

8020 8MM VHS 

CRP-02 Cable Ready Plus 
PM-01 Palm Mate Remote 
Oual-Deck Director Software 


%) FUJI 


419.95 
499.95 
499.95 
659.95 
649.95 
669.95 
949.95 
719.95 
639.95 

74.95 

34.95. 
149.95 


H-128SW Hi 8 Camcorder mit 95 
G-101 Action Grip 95 
P-701 LCD Projector 399, 95 
P-40U Video Projector 169.95 
P-401 ... 209.95 TR-1 Mini Tripod 19.95 
Spare Bulb f/P-701 34.95 
Spare Bulb P-40U/P401 24.95 


SHARP 


VIEWCAM 
VL-H410U 1349.95 VL-E36U 639.95 
VL-H400U 1199.95 VL-E30U 599.95 
VL-E42U 799.95 VL-HLI00U In Stock 
VL-E30H (Pal) 759.95 VLE-40 (Pal) 869.95 
ACCESSORIES 
VR-MS1U (Teleport) (For VL-H410U) 799.95" 
TUNERS 
VR-E 16N (VL32/36) 189.00 
VR-HT 16N (VL-H400U) 239.95 
VR-HT 26N (VL-H410U) 249.95 
WATERPROOF HOUSING 
VR-31 MPN 1789.95 VR-41 MPN 1789.95 
VR-400 1889.95 VR-410 1889.95 


SUN HOOD 
VR-30BFN. 49.95 VR-31 BFN .. 49.95 
VR-32BFN. 49.95 VR-400 BFN 59.95 
VR-410 BFN 59.95 VR-100 BF 49,95 
BATTERIES 


BI-77U 
BT-BH 70U 69.95 BT-LIU 
BT-80 BK .. 89.95 BT-LI1U .. 124.95 


39.95 BT-BH 85U 129,95 
89.95 








2 HOURS Battery For Viewcam ... 69.95 








TOP H ITACH I RATED 


CAMCORDERS 
VM-1700A 449.95 VME-54A 
\VM-2700A . 489.95 VME-56 
VM-3700A . 579.95 VMH-59A 
VMS-8200A 1119.95 VMH-38 
VME-52A . 479.95 VMH-39 
VME-58 ... 629.95 VMS-P1A 


VMH-71 

VCR's 
VTF-380 .. 219.9 VTF-381 219.95 
VTF-382 229.95 VTF-482 289.95 
VIS-772 599.95 


519.95 
539,95 
889.95 
699.95 
749,95 
799.95 
1149.95 


M-650 259.95 M-660 279.95 
M-760 329.95 TV'S IN STOCK Call 


MITSUBISHI 


HSU-250 .. 239.95 HSU-770 649.95 
HSU-500 .. 299.95 HSU-650 Call 
HSU-550 Call HSU-59 . 399.95 
TV's In Stock ...... ebearceaevges OME 


STILL VIDEO 


2719.95 
1249.95 


RC-570 Still Video Camera 
RC-360 Still Video Camera 
RP-420 Video Printer Call 
RP-733 Color Video Printer _ Call 
RE-650 Video Visualizer 2469.95 
FV-540 Video Floppy Disk Drive . 1914.95 
Battery Charger 99.95 
Action Set . 74.95 Batt. Pack .. 34.95 
gall Bag 69.95 AC. Coupler Specity 
RF Unit RF 301 64.95 Floppy Disk ... 8.00 


Canon 


Canon Credit Card Accepted With 0% Financing 
New ES-2000 In Stock 
E 539.95 55 Call 

NHIFl\ 699,95 899.95, 
‘$-800 (Color View Finder’ 719.95 
UC-S2 549.95 UC-S3 639.95 
UC-S5 849.95 


L2 1899.95 
CL 10-100MM 10x Lens 2299.95 
CL-250F4 Reflex 494.95 
CL5-15 Wide angle Zoom Lens 479.95 
CL8-120 Zoom Lens 15X 429.95 
CL8.7-69.6 Zoom Lens 8X . 279.95 
EOS Adapter VL 2 
CL-2X Extender 
FS-72U Filter Set 
RS-1000 Rain Shield 

HC-2000 Hard Case 


CANON ACCESSORIES 


ED-100 Editor 
. % a8 
54.95 














49.95 ZR-100 
CANON BATTERIES 

BP-E77K . 39.95 BP-E22 
BP-E718 . 59.95 BP-10A 
BP-E722 . 64.95 BP-30A 
BP-E4. 63.95 BP-100 
BP-714 49.95 BP-729 
BP-E722D w LED Display 
Sunpak CLE 722 


10,000 MAH Battery Pack Gives You 
Up To 7 Hours On Any Camcorder 
@ Weighs only 3.9 Ibs. 
Includes charger. and 
connecting cord. @ No 
other adaptors needed | 
104.95 
CA-200 104.95 
CA-R200 99.95 


POWER ADAPTERS 
69.95 CA-E2 
69.95 CA-E7 
CAR BATTERY ADAPTERS: 
CB-110 ... 69.95 CB-E2 
CB-E7 .... 77.95 CB-E1 
CHARGE COUPLERS 
OC-100 ... 24.95 BC-E1 
DC-200 .. 24.95 BC-E2 
CR-E7K .. 54.95 BC-E3 
PB-100 Portable Charger 
MC-100 Multi Charger 
VIDEO LIGHTS 
31.95 VL-20 
MICROPHONES 
2M-100 .. 119.95 DM-300 
MM-200_. 124.95 MM-100 


LENSES/FILTERS she 


63.95 
49.95 














CA-100 


134.95 


VL-7 49.95 


TL-37 
TL-46 
TL-55 . 
TL-55L3X 234.95 
WD-37 54.95 
WD-46 82.95 
WO0-55 84.95 


SOFT CASES 
SC-U1 59.95 SC-E708 
SC-800 .... 59.95 SC-E7 
SJ-U1 Soft Video Jacket 
VK-U1 Video Back Pack 
SK-U1 Sports Pack 


RAIN SHIELDS 
RS-A2 .... 34.95 RS-300 ... 37.95 
RS-60 _. 29.95 RS-500 ... 29.95 
RS-U1 ..., 45.50 RS-800 .. 34.95 
RS-U2 .... 45.50 RS-6..... 34.95 
RS-U3 .... 39.95 RS-AIM .. 34.95 


POWER PACKS 


VIDEO JUICE BOX 


CAMCORDER BATTERY 
NO MEMORY BATTERY 


+ Four hour battery 
for Sony, Panasonic, JVC. 
and Hitachi Camcorders 
« Incredibly small 
only 4°x2.5"x2 
weighs only 22 oz. 
* One “Juice Box" is 
equal to 5 on-Board batteries 


* Clips right to your waist. 
includes overnight charger 69.95 
6 Volt External Camcorder Batteries 
No Memory Starved Elecrtolyte Celss 
XL-6500 Mah . Call XJ-4000 Call 
XP-10000 Mah . Call XV-20000 Mah . Call 
Available for 


Sony, Canon, Hitachi, Panasonic, 
JVC, Includes Charger and Waist Belt 


14v POWER PACKS 


59.95 
49.95 
94.95 
169.95 


tA 144 Lights! ht Power House (58 
fatt hours of 3.75 pound 
unit) w/ Clip Mount 119.95 


be 148 Battery Belt w/ Quick Change 
eature (Wt. 8 Ibs 

112 Watt Hours.) 169.95 
Also Available w/ 4 Pin XLR Plug. 


PROFESSIONAL He BATTERY Fey 
“PRB 65 (6. 

“PRB 10 {f yi 

“PRB 14 (13 AH) 

“PRB 134 (13 AH) 

"PRB 20 (20 AH) 

HP 3 (3.4 AH) 

MM 5 (6.5 AH) 

“BES-012 (13 AH) 

EXC-5 (5 AH) 

“Available in 4 Pin XLR 

12 Volt Battery Meter - 12 Volt Power 
Adaptor Cords (for al! your Camcorders) 


ARKON 


TURBO CAMCHARGER BC600 
Advanced Camcorder Battery 
Charger and Reconditioner 29.95 
TX-160 Dischrger 11.95 
TX-400 Dischraer 14.95 


AIWA 


4-HEAD MULTI DIGITAL CONVERTER VCR 
-MX1 
© Super Multi-Digital Converter System 

© Playback Recording Conversion Selectable 
© Multi-System Compatie-Recording & Playback 


pent Resting 489.95 
SONY 


CAMCORDERS 
$c5 659.95 FX. 
SC7E (HI 8) 929.95 
SCBE (HI 8) 1189.95 
TR-350 559.95 
TR-550 ... 759.95 
TR-350 Call TR-3000 (HI 8) Call 
TR-570 ... 869.95 TR-880 (HI 8) Call 
VCR's 
SLV-X711 339.95 SLV-X821 489.95 
X730 449.95 EVS-550E 489.95 
ODE (220) 925.95 EVC-2000E . 1128.95 


Panasonic 
NV- ATEN 529.95 NV-R200 
NV-CS1 394.95 NV-S20 
NV-M3000 899.95 NV-R100 
NV-M9000 1199.95 NV-R500 
NV-R50 ... 778.95 NVS-900 

VCR's 

NV-HD100AM 479.95 NV-S025 AM 345.95 
NV-HD70 AM 479.95 NV-SD2 AM . 259.95 
NV-HSD300 AM 325.95 PO-3 (Player) 189.95 


PROFESSIONAL PAL 
AG-455 .. 1399.95 WJ-AVE 5 719.95 
WJ-MX50 3769.00 WJ-MX30 1919.95 
AGS700_ 899.95 NVW1 .. 1409.95 
WJ-AVE7 1049.95 
NV-HS1000 (same AG 1970) 949.95 


AKA 


209.95 VS-R150 EM 149.95 
219.95 VS-X480 EGN 334.95 
289.95 VSX-585 369.95 


CAMCORDER SHOULDER REST 


999.95 

Call 
529.95 
FX 730. 849.95 
TR-2000 . 1369.95 


659.95 
579.95 
579.95 
829.95 
1099.95 


VSG-204 
VSG-205 
VSG-411 


Shoulder Rest (Specify Camcorder) . 39.95 
Shoulder Rest Pro (Specify Camerdr) . 64.95 
Shoulder Rest w/Handle 64.95 
Shoulder Rest Pro w/Handle .. 89.95 
Handle 27.50 Table Stand 27.50 


GLIDECAM 1000 PRO 


The Glidecam 
1000 Pro will sup- 

port any camcor- 

der or movie cam- 

era weighing up to 

6 Ibs. It is quick & 
easy to set up an 
balance. Allows 
unrestricted 

Booming & unre- 
stricted 360 de: 

gree Panning. Only 

16” tall. Made of 
precision Aluminum. 

Can also be used 

as a Monopod or 

may be attached to 

a tripod, Weighs 2.2 Ibs 
without counter balance disks 
NEW! Crane 


VS-20 Hands Free Brace w/ Quick 
Shoe. The waist strap comes complete 
w/ two waterproof accessory, 

pouches. 34.95 
VS-50 Sturdy shoulder bracket 
offer ture hands free support 49.95 


Travel Case 

Canon L-"1” Adapto.' 
Sony “S" Adaptor 
Obie Light 

VHS instruction Tape 
steadicam JR PAL 


FOR ORDERS ONL 


CONTINENTAL USA AND CANADA 
TOLL FREE 


1-800-516-4201 
por PEG 





LCD PROJECTORS 





JVC 


CAMCORDERS 
GR-AX48 EG 528.95 GR-S70 EG 739.95 
GR-AX68 EG 599.95 GR-SX97 EG 769.95 
GR-M51 EG $69.95 GR-SV3 ... 739.95 
GRSX1_.. 1099.95 GR-EZI! 479.95 
HRV-P29 A 184.95 HRJ-311 EN 279.95 
HRJ-507 MS 399.95 HRJ-67 NS 489.95 
HRJ-97 MS 569.95 HRJ-401 M 279.95 
HRJ-1200 A 229.95 HRJ-417 MS 299.95 

HITACHI 
VHE-16E . 639.95 VHE-24E 
VHE-26E 
SHA 

1199.95 VLE-30 


ORSON 


Multi-System Video Cassette Player w 
Line Recording & NTSC 
Playback (OV202RN) ..... 179.95 


MULTI-SYSTEM TV, 


PHILIPS 


29° Multi System Stereo T.V. 1099.95 


699.95 
749.95 


VvC-WD1 
VLE-40 


699.95 
819.95 


C-4MV 14° 224.95 C-21MV 21° 329.95 


SONY 
399.95 KV-25 MF1 799.95 
519.95 KV-29CFI 1199.95 
429.95 KV-2965 999.95 
659.95 KV-3400 Call 


SHARP 
21-BNTA (Stereo) 344.95 14-BN1A 
25-ANTA (Stereo) Call 29-MF1 

Panasonic 
TC-21ER 21° Multi System TV... 409.95 

PAL TELEVISIONS 
Akal 14 204.95 Orson 14 179.95 
Akai 21 259.95 Orson 20 224.95 


PAL ACCESSORIES 


Converter For Pal/M/N Special 59.95 


ALL IN ONE PRODUCER 


VIDEO TRANSFER SYSTEM, WITH 
BUILT IN STEREO SOUND MIXER 


KV-1984 
KV-2167 
KV-2185 
KV-2585 


239.95 
809.95 


uvc2 89.95 
Easily transfer home movies, slides 
or photos up to 4" X 6" to video, Stereo 
Sound Mixer let's you add background 
Music and Narration as you copy 

Also available w/slide viewer. 129.95 
Optional AC Adapter 19.95 


’ RAYNOX 


Professional 

Slide To Video 

Transfer SV-7000 

For transfering 35mm slides 
the SV-7000 replaces the 


lens of your projector 69 . 95 


FOTOVIX 


FILM VIDEO PROCCESSOR 
Rebates Up To $100.00 Available 


Digital Fotovix |II-SD 

IIX-S Medium Format! 

Fotovix II-X w/6x 
Auto Zoom 

Fotovix Il- w/6 Auto 
Zoom (Pal) 

Fotovix II-XS 

Fotovix Ill w/3x 
Manual Zoom 

Fotovix III-S 

Fotovix Editor I! 

Conversion Lens . 

Carrier Set (specify) 

Stand Base 

RF Adapter 

Relpacement Bulb 

Carry Case 


FUJIX 


PHOTO-VIDEO 
IMAGER FV-7 


« Negative’Positive 
Switching 

* 2x Zoom Lens 

* Vertical or 
Horizontal Images 

= Color Balance 
Adjustment 

+ Output Terminals 


689. 95 








SHARP 


XVU-35H LCD Projector .... 2899.95 
XVS-90 LCD Projector 6299.95 
XVP-10U Compact LCD Projector. 1599.95 
XS-100SP 100° Screen 229.75 
XS-100HT 100° Screen 249.95 
100° Motorized Screen 798.95 
Special XS-60 SP (Roller Type)... 84.95 


apolic 

— 
ShowPro Portable 

LCD Video Projector 

Project a bright. clear 

truecolor picture from 

20° up to a giant 120 

diagonal on any screen 

or blank wall 

AVP-400 

AVP-400 MS (220V) 1329.95 

AVP-500 (300.000 pixels) . 2495.95 
Compatible w’Pal. NTSC. Secam 

AVP-550 (w. VGA Graphics Compatibility Call 


Zoom Lens... Call EN Bulb 19.95 
T 


999.95 


30PC LCD COLOR VIDEO PROJECTOR 
© Compact Body (weighs less than a pound 
@ Up to 147,000 pixels for enhanced screen 
brightness and visibility 

@ Adjustable screen size 6° to 100 

© Screen brightness adjustment 

Easily connects to VCR's. camcorders 
TV's or PC.s. 474.95 


| SHARP 

MULTI SYSTEM PROJECTOR 
© Sharpvision — @ 330 Lux 

100" (254cm) © RCA Video Input 
© 100.386 Pixels @ Ultra Compact 
XV 315P ceveeee 1949.95 


SUNPAK 


CV-20S 
49.95 


Ready Zoom CZ-200 Auto 
CV-300 Auto 89.95 BATTERIES 
Ready Lite 10 34.95 CL-5 

Ready Lite 20 28.95 CL-7 
CV-150 34.95 CL-8 
CV-200 .... 39.95 CL-10 
CV-320 39.95 RB-77 
C2-200 44.95 RB-55 
Spare Bulb 19.95 RB-66HS . 39.95 
Charge 16 24.95 RB-77S .. 39.95 


SUNPAK AUTO PAN HEAD. 

AP-200W 

20" Remote Sensor Cord "a. a8 
154,95 


APT-1000 
Smith-Victor 

Q-250 SG 250 Watt AC Light . 44.95 
MP 100A (100w 12v) Power Pack 97.95 
M-150 150w Light 38.95, 
M100 Micro 100 w Lite 44.95 
M-75 AC/DC Light 149.95 
K-102 Light Kit 164.95 


NRG LIGHTING 


Lite-Rite Light Control 119.00 
Versalite AC/DC Light 119.00 
Versalite AC DC Professional Light 159.00 
Highlite Dual Beam DC 55 Watt. . 118.95 
Special Application Bulbs 22.95 
Varalite Professional 209.95 


VIDEO LENSES 
Vivitar 
SPECIAL 0.42x Len 
Super Wide Angle 
3x Super Telephoto 
55x Wide Angle 


1.5x Telephoto Lens 
0.6x/1.5 (for Sony TR or Equ) 


ENKO 


KGT-20 37mm 2x Telephoto 
KG-05 37mm 0.5 Wide Angle . 39.95 
KC Set 37mm 0.5x1.5 (Blister) . 24 95 
KTT-20 37mm 2x Telephoto HiQ 59.95 
KUT-400 46mm 4x Super Telephoto 159.95 
KU-65 46mm 6.5 Super Telephoto . 199.95 
KVC-20 46mm 2x Telephoto .. 54.95 
KVC-05 49mm 0.5x Telephoto . 54.95, 
KVC-200Hi 49mm 2x Telphoto Hiband 109.95 
KVC-O50Hi 49mm 0.5 

Wide Angle Hiband 109.95 
KVW-045 49mm 0.45x Wide Angle . 69.95 


RAYNOX LENSES. 


ST-2002 2X f/TR-101 


29.95 
19.95 
29.95 
24.95 


39.95 
pecial 


29.95 
49.95 


39.95 





Slide or Negatives Holders 





UNIVERSAL VIDEO CONVERTER 
Transfer your treasured memories from print, slide .— 
or movie onto video for all to enjoy. Works with any 
Fluorerscent illumination for brilliant 
color saturation. Transfers any print from wallet size 
to 4 x 6. Built-in Macro Lens. Protective rubber lens 
Precision optics for high quality images 


camcorder. 


cover. 
Sturdy compact construction 
Adjustable table stand 
AC Adapter (Optional) 


ST-1001 Wide/Tele F/TR-101 
XL-505 Wide Angle F/43 to 52 


33. 3 
24.45 


39.95 ; 
19.95 








TV/VCR/COMBO’S 


Panasonic 
PVM 749 7" TV/VCR 499.95 
PVM 1345 13" TV/VCR 339.95 
PVM 2035 20" TV/VCR 379.95 
SONY 
KV9 VM20 9° TV/VCR Call 
KV13 VM20 13° TV/VCR 379.95 
KV20 VM10 20° TV/VCR 459.95 
SHARP 
13VTF 100 13° TV/VCR CALL 
20VTF 100 20" TV/VCR Call 
AIWA 
VXS 131 13" TV/VCR 419.95 
VXS 201 20" TV/VCR 639.95 
RCA 
713005 BK 13" TV/VCR 318.95 
720005 BK 20" TV/VCR 388.95 


2a, 
ewcrmarine 


Listing For Over 750 Camcorders! 
Waterproof your camcorder! 
Ewa-Marine housings for camcorders! 

© 100% waterproof protection! 

arge optical glass port! 

jafe to 30ft. underwater! 
Capture the action with the spacesuit 
for your camcorder! 
TR Series (Sony 8MM 
Canon (UCSS & E700 
Sharp (Viewcam) 
Panasonic (PV 1Q Series . 159.95 
Panasonic (AG-455) 209.95 
Ewa Marine Tote Bag . FREE w/ Purchase 

ALL OTHERS PLEASE CALL 


159.95 
169.95 
169.95 


AF-1000 Tele/Wide /37-27mm 46.75 
AF-2000 2X Telephoto 37mm . 36.95 
AF-5000 0.5X Wide f/37-27mm ... 42.95 
AF-3000 3X Tele 37mm 107.95 
AF-1010 Tele/Wide Lens Set 39.95 
GH-1000 Tele/Wide Kit 43mm . 48.95 
QC505 .5 Ultra Wide (37) 23.95 
TP-2000 2X Telephoto 46.90 
TP-2550 2,55X Telephoto 54.95 
Pro-5050 0.5X Super Wide 66.95 
HD-747T 1.5X Telephoto 49.95 
HD-747W 0.7X Wide Angle 57.95 
HD-747T2 2X Telephoto 67.95 
Flip I 2 in 1 Wide/Tele 27,95 
TP-3000 3x Super Telephoto . 110.95 


VM-3000 VIDEO MICRO EXPLORER 


Converts Camcorder on a High 
Power Video Microscope 199.95 


SIGMA 


VF-1 0.45X Fisheye 

V18 1.8X AF Telephoto 

VT-3 3X Telephoto 

VT-5 5X Telephoto 

VWL 0.5X Wide 

VTL 1.5X Telephoto 

\VW-P 0.6X Wide Professional 
VT-P 1.5X Tele Professional 
VZ-2 1,8X/4X Zoom 


0.5X/1.5X Lens Set Specify ... 44.95 


SANYO 


PLC-220N 

Portable LCD Color Video Projector 
@ Adjustable, 25° to 300° picture 
wiremote focus @ 450 TV Lines 


Resolution @ 338,400 2949.95 


pixels w TFT 


PLC-300M 

Portable Multimedia LCD Color Video 
Data-Grade Projector 

© Projects computer data @ Coinnects 

directly @ Multi-channel, multi-voltage 

capability color systems, and voltage 

trom 100V @ 550 lines of resolution 


(S-Video input 6349.95 


© 921,600 pixels 


GRV-S955 

VIDEO and ANIMATION EDITING RECORDER 
9RS422 Compatible « SMPTE Time Code 
Generator & Reader w Built-In Drop 
Frame & Non Drop Frame Read Write » 
Single-Frame Animation Controller = 
Video & Audio Switcher w Two Indepen: 
dent Video & Two Independent Audio 
Channels « S-VHS Format * Auto Sensing 
Single RS422/RS232 Input » Playback 
Processing « Signal Monitoring & 
\dicators « Time Code Status 
Display « Compatible w Most Major Ani 

mation Software Programs &, 
2799.95 


Editing Controler Systems 
2349.95 


Eiki (Video Player. 
Remote Speaker) 
Sony VPH-1001 4299.95 


The Mini-Cool® 
Pro-Pak 2000 


Comes complete with: 


+ A 150 W. 120V (AC) lamp | 


*A75 W. 12V (DC) lamp 
*A7 Amp Hr. LCE battery 
» Power cords & adapters 
* BATTERY PERFORMANCE: 
75 W.=1 Hr., 22 W.=3.5 Hrs 


U-3 Tri-Lite 


We are Setting 
New Standards 
..Again 


This Rock-Solid fixture is 
backed up by a 3-year 
warranty, and is actually 
6 fixtures in 1! You will 
never have to compro- 
mise artistic control with 
the limitation of a single 
light source again. 105W 
powerhouse. 12 &13.2V. 


PowerBelts® 
& Paks 


Cool-Lux PowerBelts are 12V 
and come in 14 and 20 A/H. 


Specs & Performance 
(Running time in hours) 
Model A/H 75W. 50W. 
L-20 20 «3,25 475 
L-14 th 2250 oe 
L-7 7 1 15 
L-2.3 2.3 0,33 0.45 


Pana-Charge® 


Amazing 
New 


+ Makes 

batteries 

last for life! 

+ Charges NiCds to their ‘fl 
potential. 

+ Correctly discharges bat- 
teries to their safe level. 

+ Wipes out destructive 
memory and restores batter- 
ies to brand-new condition. 

+ Tapering-down charge 
eliminates thermal overload. 


SIMA 
SL-1 Cordless Video Light 29,95 
SL3-3 20 Watt w'Sony Battery 49,95 
SL-6 15 Watt Mini Video Light . 18.95 
SL-7 20 Watt Mini Camlight .. 33.95 
SL-8 10/30 Watt Dual Beam .. 37.95 
SL-9 30 Watt Camlight 43.95 
SL-10 20 Watt Sensor Light .. 48.95 


Personal checks held for clearance. N.Y. State residence add sales tax. Shipping, 
Prices may include rebate. U.S.A. warranty may be additional. Returns accepted 
ith prior authorization; unused and in its original packaging. Shipping charges are not refundable. All orders are subject to verification. 
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VIDEO 


MAGAZINE 
For Advertising Information call 1-800-445-6066, 9am - 5pm EST 








It is impossible for us 
to verify all of the claims of advertisers, 
including product availability and exis- 
tence of warranties. To confirm that an 
advertiser is authorized to sell a product, 
we suggest you contact the manufacturer 
directly. Please review our Tips for Mail 
Order Purchasers. 





AUTHORIZED 


FRIENDLY ADVICE! FREE SHIPPING! CATALOG! PHILIPS, 
MIRAGE—MORE! TV’S, LASER DISC PLAYERS, VCR’S, CAM- 
CORDERS. READ BROTHERS: (803) 723-7276. 


INVENTIONS WANTED 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS! Presentation to 
industry/exhibition at national innovation exposition. Pat- 
ent services. 1-800-288-IDEA. Ext. VM. 


MOVIES/FILMS/VIDEOS 


50,000 + VIDEOS ALL DISCOUNTED 10-25%!!! Catalog $2.00, 
refundable with first order. SOUTHEASTERN VIDEO CONNEC- 
TION, P.O, BOX 5687, DECATUR, AL 35601. 


BEAUTIFUL GIRLS SHARE THEIR EXOTIC PHOTOS AND VIDEOS 
WITH YOU! 10— 4 x 6 COLOR PHOTOS AND BROCHURE: $40. 
VIDEO AND BROCHURE: $25. WE ALSO DO CUSTOMS. AMY & 
FRIENDS, DEPT. VI, P.O.B. 509, TATE, GA 304177. 


SOCIAL NUDISM. Candid European videos. Rare family pag- 
eants. Catalog $3. NatFam(VV), Box 838, Venice, CA 90294. 


VIDEOS! NUDIST AND ADULT! Foreign & Amateur! Exclusives! 
Complete Catalog- FREE! F.P.(V), CP4116F, Toronto, Canada 
MA4Y-2L5. 


BETA $2.99 UP, VHS $4.99 UP, ALSO CED, LASER, 8mm. THOU- 
SANDS AT DISCOUNT PRICES. SPECIFY FORMAT. CATALOG $3.00 
(REFUNDABLE). MAILBOX VIDEO, 19050 MIDDLEBELT, LIVONIA, MI 
48152. 


NUDE CONTESTS Videos. Glamour, Athletic, Amateur, Unisex. 
SAS. for Brochure. Classic Productions, Box 952, Dept. VI, 
Metairie, LA 70004. 


THE MACABRE VIDEO—Underground Cult/Horror Obscurities, 
Taboo subjects. Catalog $4.95, M.S.B, Route 1, Box 32, Ap- 
pomattox, VA 24522, 


LASER DISCS UP TO 60% OFF! FREE CATALOG. LASER EX. 
CHANGE, SUITE #275, 444B BROADWAY, SAUGUS, MA 
01905-19985. (617)231-8010. 


HARD-TO-FIND and Unusual European films and Videos. 
Largest selection. All New. Brochure $5 (refunded with 4st 
purchase), Marc Kolins, Singel 417, Amsterdam 1012WP. Hol- 
land, 


RARE TV SHOWS! Programs from the 1940s through last night 
unavailable elsewhere! Call “The TV Connection” - (848) 
709-8813. 


“FREE” VIDEO DIRECTORY OFFER. 300+ SOURCES! SPECIAL 
INTEREST MOVIES. INFO $3/SAMPLER $20, GENESIS-V, BOX 5653, 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90409. FAX: (800) 468-3476. 


SPRING '95 RELEASES. Karate, ballet, family “portraits”. Naturist 
videos. Catalog $3. Natuurlijk, Box 5278Vi, SM. CA 90409. 


We supply all kinds of Hard to get Videos from Europe. Full 
detailed catalog- US $10.00 CASH, Write to: BTR Enterprises, P.O. 
Box 46, 1130 AA Volendam, Holland. Tel; 011-31- 6528-46958, 


BLANK TAPES 


1-800-TAPE WORLD or 1-800-245-6000 
We'll beat any price! 5.95 SHIPPING e FREE CAT. 
SONY MAXELL 

DAT-120 7.49] T120HGX 










































































. 7 ST-121 
DAT-120 pro 9,99 31-160 


min-osc 74 11,99 
L750BTHG 3.99 H 

JvcT120 1.79) Hse 

JVC STI20 5991 Bar i90 7 AT. 

TAPE WORLD. 220 sprine sr,, aurier, PA 16003. FAX 412-283-8298 

ER S00 DIFFERENT. SAME DAY SHIPPING. M-F, 8-5 


XLII-90. 








PROFESSIONAL VIDEOTAPE—ALL VHS SIZES! Duplicaton from 
your tapes.Quotes available. For information: (708) 893-1979. 
Orders: 1-800-307-5215, 


BLANK COMMERCIAL GRADE TAPE T-5 TO 1-30 $1.35 EA. FOR 
LONGER LENGTH CALL (610) 434-4653 OR WRITE TO VHS TAPE 
WAREHOUSE 1013 SO, FOUNTAIN ST, ALLENTOWN, PA 18103, WE 
SHIP UPS, COD. 




















Buy ELECTRONICS ar 


WHOLESALE Prices! 


WE’LL BEAT YOUR BEST PRICE - ALL MAJOR BRANDS! 


HOME THEATRE SPEAKER SYSTEMS 


AUDIO & VIDEO COMPONENTS 


| Projection TV 13” to 150” / Camcorders / VCR’s / HiFi / Car Stereo / Portables 


Let Our Knowledgeable 





Sales Staff 
Help Build 
Your 


Mail Order Calls 
1-800-328-0069 


in NH 431-8244 
We Ship To Canada 


Located at: 10 Congress St. 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
Retail Hours 


Mon-Fri : 9:30-6 
SAT : 10-5 





Customer Service 
1-603-431-6251 
FAX: 1-603-427-0679 
For Returns, Service or Claims 





SONY V220PRO8 (30 Features); Inspected + 29 Item Video- 
graphy Package; Excellent Condition; $800 + UPS; (609) 
722-2577, 


BEAUTIFUL MODELS IN BIKINI, LINGERIE & NUDE POSES. 2 
PHOTO SAMPLE—$3. 20 PHOTO SETS—$20 EACH. VALEN- 
TINE’S, DEPT. Vi, BOX 222034, EL PASO, TX 79943. 


VIDEO STABILIZER. Removes viewing problems from movies. 
ON/OFF (BA) Switch. Gold plated connectors, Free power 
adapter. VHS $49.95. SVHS $79.95. 1-800-834-2050. 











Wholesale Connection 
Toll Free 


Bose 
Call , AX815 . .... . . Call JLS12.. ... Call 
. . Call | AX1050 .. . ed . « Call Call 
. Call Call }4.2.. Call 
Technics seve Call Call 
Call | SAGX770...... A se Call 'S soe Call 
. Call | SATX1000. .. «Call | 101MMBK,.. . .Call 
Call Infinity 
Kenwood SM155_. ..... Call 
. Cally KRV8060 _. | * SM85..._..... Call 
Gat | Kus eee i Call 
Call KMX1. Call 
Ploneer .. . Call 
Call } VSXD903S. .. ii IDEO: Call 
Call] VSX01S. Pa, ays au Call 
Cail | VSXx028........ Mehaat 
Call Mini Advent ....Call » Legacy . Call 
Baby Ill. Call | Laureate Call 
Prodigy Te Call | Heritage Call 
Pinnacle 
AC50O0.. . Call JAC8SO  . Call 
ACSSO..... Call | AC800 ...., .... Call 


XLM415_ Call | XLMC100_.. Call | AC600... Call TAC8SO. . .. Call 
XLV161 Call 


Mini S 
reclies 


SLPD667.. .Call | SLP9066. Call Jvc 
SLPD867 . “Gai | SLPOH000, Call | MxS20 Call | urcrs - Call 


XLF211 . Call | XLV261... . 


D967 MXCSS. Call | UXC7 Call 
Sed ale Lie MXC77.. © Call PUXTI..) | Call 
Call | DPR5080.. .. . Call Kenwood 
Call | DPR6O6O..... Call | UO351.... . Call | UD751_....... Call 
UDS51... Call FUD951. "Call 


AIWA 


Call 
Ploneer 


Call} PODM802... ..Call 
NSX2700.. .Call | NSX3500 ... ..Call 
CE OOO aca) | NSx3200 Call | NSX5200.. Call 


7 


«. Call | TOW709.... .. .Call Jvc 
. Call | TOV661.. Call Call | KSAT45 Call 
TOW315.. Call | TOV1050. Call 
Technics 5 
RSTR232. Call | RSTAS75 .. .. Call . Call 
RSTR373 Call | RSTR979.. . Call Call 
RSTR474. . Call Ploneer 
Kenwood » Call | CDXFM121_— . Call 
, | KXW8060 . . Call ++ «Call | COXFM61.... Call 
Call ‘all | KEHP4000...,. Call 
KEHP570 Call 
KEHP770. Call 


KSAT75 ..... Call 


KXW4060 
KXW6060, abe 
Ploneer . . Call 


». Call | CTWMB2R .. .. Call . «Call 
Call Kenwood 
. Call Call 
Sat Gal 
Bel Call «Call 
6201. .. . .Call | 6451. Call + Call + ve Call 
6351. ... .,Call 1 645sTI. . Call - » Call ~ Call 
Whistler cfapien cm 
1125WH , . Call 7 1250SWH... Call 
1230SWH | Call | 1280SWH .. .. Call Cor, Speckers 11: an Modes 
Uniden 
LRD1900 . Call » LRD9100SW Call 
LRD2t00W .. Call | 


Laser Disc Player 


. call CTW703RS. . Call Call 


DAT Recorder Home. 


Ledolaralol caw veal rel 9)(e) fers) || 


Mint Disc Home Portable Call 


Call For Brands & Model Not Listed 


HRS: Mon-Sat 9 AM - 6 PM EST Prices subject to change. Prices 
exclude shipping & handling. Not responsible for Cone 
errors. MasterCard, Visa, American Express and C.O.D. accepted. 
Products come with W.C. Warranty. We ship UPS & FEDEX. 


Wholesale Connection 63-48 108th St. Forest Hills, NY 11375 


It is impossible for us to verify all of the 
claims of advertisers, including product 
availability and existence of warranties. 
Therefore, the following information is pro- 
vided for your protection. 

1. Confirm price & merchandise information. 

2. Understand the seller's return and refund-policy. 
3. Understand the product's warranty. 

4. Keep a copy of all transactions. 

5. If the merchandise is not shipped within the 
promised time or if no time was promised, 30 days 
of receipt of the order, you generally have the right 
to cancel the order and get a refund. 

6. Merchandise substitution without your prior 
consent is not allowed. 

7. If you have a problem with your order or the 
merchandise, write a letter to the seller. 

8. If you are unable to obtain satisfaction from the 
seller, contact the consumer protection agency in 
the seller's state or your local Post Office. 


If, after following the above guidelines, you expe- 
rience a problem with a mail order advertiser that 
you are unable to resolve, please let us know. 
WRITE to Scott Constantine, Video Magazine, 
45th floor, Hachette Filipacchi Magazines, Inc., 
1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019. Be sure to 
include copies of all correspondence. 


DSPEAKERS 
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PHANTOM 
SOUND 











Enjoy 360° dispersion of high quality 
s| sound outdoors! The 16” H x 6" W 
redwood, weather resistant speakers 


blend in naturally with landscape around 
4 pool or patio or on a patio or deck. 
$400 a pair 
30-day money back guarantee 
pais ts 1-800-777-2780 
PHANTOM SOUND, 7871 Kyles Station Rd., Middletown, OH 45044-9404 














BROKEN VIDEO TAPES PROFESSIONALLY REPAIRED. Fast turn- 
around, Only $12.95 includes S&H. Send check with tape to 
VSC, 2443 Fair Oaks Blvd, Suite #89, Sacramento, CA 95825. 
Phone (916)454-1763, Fax (916)451-9880. 








WANTED TO BUY 


NEC SVHS VCR MODEL DS-8500U. (909) 883-5941(CALIF). 























CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS & ACCESSORIES. Fair Prices, Quali- 
ty Service, & 14 years Experience Gives Us The ADVANTAGE. 
CALL 1-800-952-3916 Visa/MC/Amex/Disc/COD. ADVAN- 
TAGE ELECTRONICS, INC., 1125 Riverwood Dr., Burnsville, 
MN 55337. MEMBER OF NCCA. 


CABLE TV—New products designed and supported by the 
best in the business. External activators for Jerrold, Pioneer, 
Scientific Atlanta living or dead! Save big! Make lots of money! 
1-800-375-7022. 


LINK YOURSELF TO THE FUTURE WITH OUR EXPERIENCE! CA- 
BLE TV CONVERTERS & DESCRAMBLERS. QUALITY, SERVICE & 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! VISA/MC/AMEX/C.O.D. AC- 
CEPTED. QUANTITY DISCOUNTS. CABLE LINX, INC., MIN- 
NEAPOLIS, MN: 1-800-501-0095. 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS, DESCRAMBLERS. Scientific Atlanta, 
Zenith, Jerrold, Pioneer, Oak. Replacements for most mod- 
els. Quality, Price & Service. Amex/Disc/Visa/MC. Dealer 
inquiries invited. EAGLE Electronics Inc., 1-800- 259-1187, 
#4, 1301 Railhead Bivd., Naples, FL 33963. 


























Al Major Brands + #1 In Customer Service 30 Day Money Guarantee *2 Year Warranty 
Call For Price Quote, Please Have Make And Model Number Ready When You Call 





Absolutely The Lowest Prices! 


1-800-203-7077 


CABLE DESCRAMBLERS. BARGAIN HEADQUARTERS, WHOLE- 
SALE PRICES. ABSOLUTELY THE LOWEST PRICES! MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE. NOBODY BEATS US! R P ELECTRONICS: 
4-800-304-3604. 


STOP PAYING HIGH MONTHLY CABLE BILLS! IF YOU HAVE A 
BEEPING OR CHIRPING SOUND ON SOME OF YOUR SCRAMBLED 
CHANNELS, WE CAN HELP. LARGE SELECTION OF POSITIVE 
NOTCH FILTERS. CHANNELS 2 THRU 24. CALL “THE FILTER COMPA- 
NY’: 1-800-820-8884, EXT. 488. 
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REVOLUTIONARY NEW PRODUCT. Universal Box. Works on 
all Jerrolds and Pioneer Systems, Mega Electronics 
4-800-676-6342. 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 


¢ Quantity Discounts ¢ 24 Hour Shipping 
¢ Save Money Don't Rent 
NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICE 
Call Us Last For Best Price 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied service 
VCl - NO FLORIDA SALES 

















CABLE TV EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES! Wholesalers Wel- 
come! 30 Day Moneyback Guarantee! Free Catalog! PER- 
FORMANCE ELECTRONICS, INC., 1-800-815-1512. 

CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS/CONVERTERS. Jerrolds, Scientific 
Atlantas, Pioneers, Zeniths, Tocoms. Best Prices! Moneyback 
Guarantee! FREE CATALOG! 9-6 M-F, 10-3 Sat. ALLSTAR: 
1-800-782-7214. 

TEST MODULES SUPER CUBE For Jerrold DPBB 7XXX, CFT 2XXX, 
DPV 7XXX Scientific Atlanta, Tocom, 5507 Mapper, 5503 Map- 
per, Zenith. CALL 1-800-503-9222 

















Get the latest a in cable 
converters and descramblers 


© Best prices 

e Save on equipment rental fees 

© Qualit iperciond by brand-name 
manutacturers 

¢ Friendly personal service 

© Thirty-day money back guarantee 

e All orders delivered fast and conveniently via 


FedEx Economy Two-Day service  ensetta 






























You'll appreciate the premium view when you order from us! Call for free catalog 


460 W. ROGER RD. #106, Tucson,azes705 1*800-841-7835 











All models available 
LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED!!!! 


CABLE HACKERS HANDBOOK 
Fascinating new book reveals alll!!! Topics 
covered include: Test chip installation for 
all converter models, wnere to buy boxes 
wholesale, how to become a dealer, what 
the cable companies don't want you to 
know, and much, much more. Get this 
book before they ban it! ONLY $19.95 


1-800-639-3989 


visa, mmc, cod, fedex 





CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS! CALL THE ALTERNATIVE! 44 YEARS IN 
THE BUSINESS! ALL BRANDS! SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 
PERSONABLE SERVICE! ASK FOR JOHN! CALL 
4-800-200-8897. ALTERNATIVE MARKETING INC., 54 
MCANDREWS, #4141, BURNSVILLE, MN 55337. 
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“ASK ABOUT OUR FREE 
“* BLUE BLOCKER *** 
SUNGLASSES OFFER 


WE CARRY ALL MAJOR BRAND 


NAME CABLE TV CONVERTERS 
* YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY ! 
* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 

* 1 YEAR WARRANTY ! WE SHIP C.O.D. ! 

* OUR UNITS ARE GUARANTEED TO WORK !! 
PLEASE HAVE THE BRAND NAME & MODEL 
NUMBER OF YOUR CABLE COMPANIES 
CONVERTER, BEFORE CALLING, 

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANY VALID PRICE QUOTE. 
UNLIKE SOME OF OUR COMPETITORS, WE ARE HAPPY TO 

SPEND THE TIME TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE PURCHASING OF OUR EQUIPMENT. 


VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS INC. 
FOR CATALOG OR INFORMATION 


CALL 1-717-620-4363 
FRIENDLY - PROFESSIONAL - SERVICE- SINCE 1975 
FOR ORDERS ONLY ** 


1-800-GO-CABLE 


615 MAIN STREET SUITE 206 STROUDSBURG PA, 18360-2025 
BY PURCHASING CABLE EQUIPMENT FROM VISUAL COMM. THE CUSTOMER 
AGREES TO COMPLY WITH THE FEDERAL LAWS REGARDING PRIVATE 
OWNERSHIP OF CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THESE LAWS 
CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL OFFICIALS. ANYONE IMPLYING THEFT OF SERVICE 
WILL BE DENIED SALE OF EQUIPMENT. 

















Quality Microwave TV Antennas 


WIRELESS CABLE - IFTS - MMDS - Amateur TV 
Ultra High Gain 50db(+) * Tuneable 1.9 to 2.7 Ghz 
y *55-Channel Dish System $199.95 
* 36-Channel Dish System $149.95 
* 20-Channel Dish System $124.95 
© Optional Commercial Grid Antenna (not shown) Add $50.00 
‘agi Antennas, Components, Custom Tuning Available 
Call or write (SASE) for “FREE” Catalog 
pt ee PHILLIPS-TECH ELECTRONICS 
Dish System P.O. Box 8533 « Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
LIFETIME (602) 947-7700 ($3.00 Credit all phone orders) 
WARRANTY MasterCard © Visa e American Express ¢ COD's © Quantity Pricing 























Cable TV Descramblers 


We offer a full line of original and 
aftermarket descramblers for Jerrold, Pioneer, 
Zenith, Scientific Atlanta, General Instruments ... 










GALT, INC. 
CALL 800-487-2225 
—— ae a 


1 CABLE T.V. 9 
e EQUIPMENT « 


All makes and models! Low Prices. Quantity 
discounts. FREE CATALOG. C.0.D orders 
accepted. No Illinois orders. 

L&L ELECTRONICS INC. 

1430 Miner Street, Suite 522 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
We Accept MasterCard and Visa 
-800-542-8190 


YEARS OF CUSTOMER SATISFACTION! 












































SPACE AGE TECHNOLOGY 


WIRELESS EXTERNAL ACTIVATOR WORKS ON 
ALL JERROLD, PIONEER, SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA 
CONVERTERS, INCLUDING BASE BAND. GET THE 
WHOLE PICTURE! GUARANTEED. BUY WHERE 
THE DEALERS BUY. ONE YEAR WARRANTY. 


516-541-3788 










R2/VS/CFT 4 Wire HRC/STD ch. 3/4. Limited time offer. $44.00 
min.10. Visa, MC and COD OK. 4-800-834-2050. 











TV GUIDES. CATALOGUES $2.50. TV COLLECTIBLES, MAGAZINES, 
PLAYBOYS, ETC, CATALOGUE $3.00. ROGOFSKY, BOX 107-VM, 
GLEN OAKS, NY 11004. 


SECRET CABLE DESCRAMBLERS! Build your own Descrambler 
for LESS than $12.00 in SEVEN EASY STEPS! RADIO SHACK Parts List 
and FREE Descrambling Methods that COST NOTHING To Try, 
Included. Send $10.00 to: INFORMATION FACTORY, P.O. Box 669, 
Seabrook, Texas 77586. For C.O,D’s 1-713-922-3512 Any Time! 


BEST DEALER PRICING! 














DESCRAMBLERS 
CONVERTERS - FILTER 


COPY RENTAL TAPES WITH OUR 
VIDEO STABILIZERS 


Now you can tune-in to your favorite 
cable TV programming and 
SAVE $100’S - EVEN $1000’S 
on premium CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, 


FREE Cable TV Catalog. 1 YEAR WARRANTY 
MODERN ELECTRONICS —y 
1-800-906-6664 — 
4} 2125 S. 156TH CIRCLE * OMAHA, NE 68130 Ca 








CABLE TV CONVERTERS/DESCRAMBLERS/ACCESSORIES. All 
makes & models. Immediate shipping! VISA/MC/COD. Satis- 
faction guaranteed. Wing Wholesale Electronics, Min- 
neapolis, MN 800-304-4408, 


VIDEO CLARIFIER: Eliminates adverse effects of video copy- 
guards. Replaces conventional video stabilizer plus added 
features. Breakthrough technology! $59.95. For information 
send a #10 SASE to: Marketing By Design, PO. Box 84, Port 
Murray, NJ 07865. 


PRECISE IMAGE VIDEO STABILIZER. REMOVES ALL VIDEO TAPE 
COPY PROTECTION WITH STATE-OF-THE-ART DIGITAL FILTER. 
$69.95 - VEXCEL INC. 800-495-6888. 
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converters DIESCRAMBLERS 


4 TkA 
ELECTRONICS 


7914 W. Dodge Rd. #334 
Omaha, NE 68114 






: 2% 13 MONTH WARRANTY IN WRITING 
x FRIENDLY SERVICE % 30DAYTRIAL PERIOD x 


FOR A FREE CATALOG ORTO PLACE YOUR ORDER CALL: 


1-800-729-1776 











¢ BEST Prices 
* Quality merchandise 
by brand name 
manufacturers 
* Excellent customer 


We'll beat anyone's price! 














* FREE 30 day trial period and 1 year 
warranty. 















Descramblers 
CABLE TV Converters 


Accessories 


service representatives 
* Save money by purchasing instead of renting 


















© Excellent Condition 

© Includes Storage Box 
© Other Tapes Available 
cae CCT 

ONLY $3.00 each 


10 or more - 2.80 ea 
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pna, = Call for your free catalog Dealer 
g3220 . MicroCom Industries inquiries 
S32 68 ox welcomed! 
ageags 800/665-2002 

Vo 3 » § MasterCard * VISA * AMX «© COD 
nS ry) 

o 8 Sa 
Be 2 CAMCORDER VIDEO TAP 
eo © Used Hi-8 Tapes 


1. Colifornia residents must include sales tax. 

2. Checks , Moneyorder., VISA, or MasterCard. Black Feath 
proemenataee 4 ELECTRONICS 
4. Add $3.50 S/H on all orders. 


645 Temple 7-V Long Beach a California 90814 
A (310) 434-5641 « FAX (310) 434-9142 a« 


CALL 1-800-526-3717 
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2> NU-TEK | : 
4™ Leading the way to excellence Neer E! OVER 8,500 TITLES! 


NU-TEK ELECTRONICS offers all (25 (ee ee 
major brands of cable TV equipment 


Sale Lists to Preferred Customers. * Exclusive 
STARGATE SST 


NO TIME LIMIT Disc Warranty. ° Visa, 
Features include: 


Mastercard, C.O.D.’s Accepted. 
Free Catalog, Call Or Write: 
e Upgradeable card slot 
e Volume control 


STARSHIP INDUSTRIES 
¢ Parental control 


605 Utterback Store Road, Great Falls, VA 22066. 
(703) 450-5780, 430-8692. Fax: (703) 430-6657. 
®@ Audio/Video ports 
® Sleep timer 


Hours: 11 AM to 7 PM, Monday-Friday 
CALL FOR OUR FREE CATALOG 


_Ask about the Modulator-A must 
tae for any home thearter system! 
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SINGERS! 50° 


Unlimited, Low Cost, Instantly Available 
Background Music from Origi 
Recordings! Does Everything Karaoke ; 
does... Better and gis you the ‘ 
Thompson Vocal Eliminator™ e . 
Free Brochure & Demo Tape ® 
LT Sound Dept VBG f 
7988 LT oa 4 
Lithonia, GA 30058 





‘ee 4 = sa 
24 Hour Demo/Info Request Line (404)482-2485 - Ext 99 
When You Want Something Better Than Karaoke! 








CABLE TV Why Rent? When You Can Own. Low Prices, Quality 
Products. Call TONITE 6PM-11PM EST. 1-800-865-7493. Free 
Catalog, True Value Electronics, PO. Box 51, Lincoln, NH 03251. 





CABLE TV 
DY=\-yole-Taa] eo) (eis 
We’ll Beat 





FREE 
elon ole 
Catalog 








SATELLITE TV 


NAME BRAND EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES 
Systems » Upgrades + IRDs * Movers » Feeds 


* 42% OFF LASERDISCS « THE LASER IMAGE..SINCE 1980. 5000 
Discs * Image Entertainment Dealer « PH: (970)586-8360 » FAX: 
(970)586-2728. 





Any Price! 
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Panasdla Cable Coaverters 
Jerrold . Pioneer 
Scientific Atlanta 


FAST SHIPMENT 
30 DAY Money Back Guarantee 





U.S. Cable TV, Inc. 
4100 N. Powerline Rd, Bldg. F-4 
Pompano Beach FL 33073 
NO FLORIDA SALES! 
U.S.Cable will only sell the equipment 
to authorized paid subscribers. 
Anyone implying theft of services will 
be denied assistance. 
























The clearest 
picture possible 
playing back |: 
movies. — fF: 
GUARANTEED | 
toeliminate | - 
i copy protection. | 
* No Rolls/vJitters/ 
Flickers/Fading 
© Works on all TV's 
VCR's Beta & Cable 
* Gold Video Connectors 
& Cables Included 
* 1 Year Warranty 
® Money Back Guarantee 






















BEFORE 


—] VISION ELECTRONICS = 
1-800-562-2252 


2125 S. 156TH CIRCLE * OMAHA, NE 68130 





1000'S OF NEW & USED LASERDISCS!! 


CASH FOR YOUR LD COLLECTION!! 
NO COLLECTION TOO LARGE OR TOO 
SMALL FOR US!! 1 DISC OR 10,000! 


Get used disc updates, new release info, place orders & more! 


Join our Computer BBS! 617 894-5990 
Call with your modem & sign up - it's FREE! 


IMPORT CATALOG IN ENGLISH! 

The 4th Edition of our famous Import Catalog is 
here now!! Over 3 years in the making, this 400+ 
page catalog is your best source for info on 
Japanese & Hong Kong Imports $39.95 
S&H $3 PER CATALOG. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 
WE HAVE MOVIES ON CD-ROM & CD-I!! 

We ship only to N. American & APO/FPO addresses 


. Mass. Residents add 5% Sales Tax 
ight Cail or write for our FREE catalogs!!! 


ound 617894-8633 fax617 894-9329 bong 
27 Jones Rd., Waltham, MA 02154 














LaserVision 








01 LASER VIDEO 


20% OFF 
ON ALL LASERDISCS!!! 
Visa, MasterCard, AMEX, 


Discover, Checks, & COD's. 
UPS 2nd Day Air 


Fastest Availability On New & Backorder Titles!! 
Mon-Fri 9 -9/ Sat 11 -9/ Sun 11-6 
Phone: (800) 342-9715 (714) 848-4034 Fax: (714) 841-3304 
8780 Warner Ave.#14, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 








USED LASERDISC CLEARANCE. Rare Titles. Save Money. FREE 
CATALOG. VDI/C 5339 prospect #221, San Jose, CA 95129. 


FREE SAMPLE-LASER DISC NEWSLETTER. News, reviews, ads 
and more. P.O. Box 420, East Rockaway, NY 11518. (800) 
551-4914, FAX (516) 594-9307, 








LNBs  3' to 24’ Dishes and much more... 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
800-334-6455 
: 218-739-5231 Int'l 
218-739-4879 Fax 
Skyvision, Inc? 
1028 FRONTIER DRIVE FERGUS FALLS, MN 56537 
INSTALL OR UPDATE YOURSELF' 





GET SOUND FOR VIDEOCYPHER-II LIKE OTHERS DO WITHOUT 
CODES. $19.95 NASSIRIAN, Box 382-H, Rio Linda, CA 95673. 


TRANSFERRING/DUPLICATION 


FOREIGN DIGITAL TRANSFERS from $19.95. NISC/PAUSECAM, 
VHS, S-VHS, Beta, Hi8. 3D Research, 20120 Route 19, Suite 
105-274, Cranberry Township, PA 16066. TOLL FREE 
1-800-735-8582. 

FOREIGN DIGITAL CONVERSIONS from $14.95. NTSC/PAL 
SECAM, Daily Service, Guaranteed Quality, EDENBRIDGE VID- 
EO, P.O. Box 4025, Eden, NC 27289, 1-800-VHS-0006. 


FOREIGN VIDEO CONVERSIONS. Through digital process, PAL/ 
SECAM, RK VIDEO DUB INC., 60-15 ROOSEVELT AVENUE, WOOD- 
SIDE, NY 11377. 1-800-851-8514 or 1-718-639-2881. 


DUPLICATIONS/CONVERSIONS 


If you need Video Tapes Duplicated or Foreign Tapes 
Converted, call High-Tech Productions 1-800-662-8336. 




































GROW HAIR 4 Months! New Discovery! Box 1012-V, Makati 
4250, Philippines. Follicles reactivated. Brochure $1.00. 

TOTAL HOME THEATER! BRAND NEW, NEVER USED: BOSE LIFESTYLE 
42 SYSTEM INCLUDES 5 SPEAKERS, SUB, AMP, CD PLAYER, SUR- 
ROUND PROCESSOR. HAVE IT ALL, $1500-- 212.473.1735. 

WE'LL BEAT ANY PRICE on cable converters & descramblers. 
Save on equipment, cable rental fees, connection charges. 
Stealths, M-80, Zenith, etc. Dealer Inquires welcome. Visa/ 
Mastercard/Discover/C.O.D. Quality Entertainment 1-(800)-72- 
BOXES. 


FORALLYOUR PRINTING NEEDS 
1-800-364-0669 


FROM ART TO THE FINISHED PRODUCT. 
SPECIALIZING IN THE PRINTING OF 

Loy AUDIO, VIDEO, C.D. & COMPUTER que 

mts. SOFTWARE PACKAGING. rueiO0H0 


CALL NOW FOR FREE SAMPLES AND ESTIMATES 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 































LASER DISC LOVERS! Protect your valuable collection by 
investing in the highest quality Clear Vinyl Laser Disc Jackets 
available. TRAX Products: 1-800-248-8729, 





DENMARK, U.S.A. Nudism lifestyle: family recreation. Infopak 
$3. Videos, magazines. Lifestyles-V, Box 661268, Los Angeles, 
CA 90066. 
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Opportunity knocks for 
Seagram Co. and Universal Pictures 


PRISE Cae OP IRE S 


HEN SEAGRAM CO., THE CANADIAN PURVEYOR OF 

whiskey, wine, and Tropicana juices, recently 

purchased controlling interest in MCA from 

Matsushita, the Japanese electronics giant (itself 

the parent of Panasonic, Technics, and JVC), 
opportunity knocked. MCA’s Universal Studios certainly 
should come in handy when Seagram, distributor of Mumm’s 
champagne as well as 230 brands of distilled spirits and 
nearly 200 brands of wines, tries to recoup its outlay. Crafty 
product placement should do the trick. 

Even a first-year marketing major would see the logic of 
using computerized special effects to plant a few bottles of 
Captain Morgan rum into Universal’s The Pirates of Penzance 
(1983). In The Sting (1973), the ubiquitous bottles of gin laid 
out before Robert Redford and Paul Newman could magically 
become Seagram's Extra Dry. The drinking habits of college 
students worldwide could be inexorably altered by showing 
John Belushi chugging a quart of VO Crown Royal instead of 
bourbon when the Deltas are thrown out of National 
Lampoon's Animal House (1978). And the next time you 
see the original Dracula (1931), Bela Lugosi, as the 
ageless Count, just might  ‘ 
intone “I never 
drink... wine— 
unless it’s a 
Monterey 
Vineyard 
chardonnay.” 

We can as- 
sume, however, that 
Universal is unlikely to be 
asked to remake The Lost 
Weekend (1945) or The 
Days of Wine and Roses 
(1962). After all, Seagram 
now has its own library of 
pro-drinking movies. And 
never forget that Universal was 
the studio that gave free rein to W.C. Fields. If 
Edgar Bronfman Jr., Seagram's president and 
chief executive officer, doesn’t have a suitable 
Fields epigram or two emblazoned on his 
office wall, he’s in the wrong business. 
(Suggestion: “A woman drove me to drink. | 
never had the courtesy to thank her for it.”) 

But we're just getting started: How about 
a new round of brand-awareness com- 
mercials starring Universal's cast of lov- 
able lushes? Who could be better than 























Jimmy Stewart as Elwood P. Dowd, tipster-about-town and 
best friend of that 6-foot-tall invisible rabbit Harvey (1950)? 
Or Cary Grant as the soused beachcomber who's forced to 
deal with a small tribe of French schoolgirls and their 
intolerant teacher (Leslie Caron) in Father Goose (1964)? 
A dash of sex should help with those liberal late-night 
audiences, and sex and liquor were never mixed more 
expertly than when Marlene Dietrich sang “See What the 

Boys in the Back Room Will Have” in Destry Rides 
Again (1939). 

With Universal's help, Seagram can also reach across 
economic boundaries. While the movie studio can't lay claim 
to the “Thin Man” series, it did produce the William Powell 
classic My Man Godfrey (1936), which, like any 
self-respecting screwball comedy, proves that the idle rich 
are generally toast all day long. At the other end of the 
spectrum, Universal also produced the “Ma and Pa Kettle” 
series, though it’d be tough to persuade audiences that 
there was anything but home brew in Pa Kettle’s 
ever-present jug. 

Seagram's hopes are best realized, however, in 
Lover Come Back (1961), the second in the series 
of Rock Hudson-Doris Day comedies that ruled the 

box offices in the late '50s. There’s not a single 
character who isn’t shown drunk at some point. 
And not only does all of Rock’s life and career 
(as an ad executive, ironically) revolve 
around drinking (it’s his secret for 

getting clients to sign on the dotted 
& line), it almost helps him bed Doris, 
the perennial film virgin. “Even 
one little glass of 
champagne and | 
become completely 
irresponsible,” she 
| chirps perkily. “I’m 
likely to do anything!” 
£ (I should point out that, 
at the time, seducing 
Doris Day was something that 
every red-blooded American male 
wanted to do. Honest.) 

No matter how long Seagram’s 
ownership of Universal lasts, one 
thing is clear: Discount prices on 

liquor will come in very handy for 

Universal executives if the 

top-heavy Waterworld doesn't 

make a profit. —M. Faust 
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AMAZING NEW 
3D Surround SOUND TECHNOLOGY 


NuReality is proud to introduce a 
revolutionary development in audio 
technology — the Vivid 3D™ series of sound 
enhancement products. Thanks to patented 
SRS (@)® technology, Vivid 3D systems 
retrieve ambient information lost by traditional 


stereo processing to create 3D surround sound 


from only 


“they work remarkably well on 
any audio source, mono or 
stereo, and on any system from 


two speakers. 
the cheapest boombox to a stereo 
LV set to high-end Dolby Pro 
Logic surround system.” 
Home Theater, April 1995 


Easy TO INSTALL 
Vivid 3D products are easy to install with your 
existing audio system. You can enhance 
virtually any audio configuration with Vivid 
3D products —including DSS, VCRs, TVs, 
receivers, tape decks, FM radios, CD and laser 


disc players. In addition, Vivid 3D products are 


fully compatible with surround sound 


3D Souno FREE!* 


technologies, 





such as Dolby 


Pro Logic® 


The award-winning 
Vivid 3D Plus adds a 
new level of audio 
excitement to portable 
and component 


stereo systems. gee 


Cueck Us Our ) 
ONLINE 


Internet address: Ittp://www.nureality.com 


E-mail address: Sales@nureality.com 


SURPRISINGLY AFFORDABLE 


NuReality offers a complete family of Vivid 3D 


products with prices starting under $100. 


To order or for more information, call 


NuReality at: 


1-800-501-8086 














DISCOVER A NEW 
MENSION OF SOUND. 


The Input Source control 





With a backlit LED 
indicator, the 3D Space lets you select Mono when 


display shows you the using mono audio source 





RETAILVISION® 
1994 Winner 
Best Product 


current level of SRS material, and Stereo for 





processing. stereo source material. In 








































Mono mode, the Vivid 3D 
Sudio synthesizes a stereo 
signal from a mono source, 
and then adds SRS 3D 


sound processing. In 


The SRS On/Off 
control turns SRS 
processing on and off. 4 i 
bead WF 
NUREALITY 


Stereo mode, the Vivid 3D 
Studio creates SRS 3D 
sound from a stereo 

30 SPACE SOLES: 
Center brings up the 
information in the center 
of a recording, such as a 


lead soloist or vocalist. 


INPUT SOURCE Space adjusts the width of 


a sound image. 


ON STEREQ MOND 


You can use the Vivid 


3D Studio’s built-in Vivid 3D products employ 


amplifier, or bypass the award-winning SRS 


internal amplifier to use sed from 


technology lic 
SRS Labs. This leading- 


edge sound technology 





your existing amplifier 
system, CENTER 
has earned the following 
patents: 

USS. Patent No. 4,748,669 


US. Patent No. 4,841,572 
VOLUME 


VIVID 3D Studio 


*This specially recorded CD recreates the experience of 3D sound from any CD player. The demo CD is available for a $5.95 shipping and 
handling charge which can be fully credited toward the purchase of a Vivid 3D system. This offer applies only to Vivid 3D products purchased 
directly from NuReality. International orders do not include freight charges, duty or VAT. © 1995 NuReality. All rights reserved. NuReality and 
the NuReality logo is a registered trademark of Nureality. SRS is a registered trademark of SRS Labs. All product names are trademarks or 
registered trademarks of their respective holders. V-7/95 
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Even Orson Welles 


A new reason to be afraid of the dark. 


Crunching footsteps behind you. Laser beams shooting 
over your head. Just a typical night at home with Adcom’s 
home theater GTP-600 tuner/preamplifier. At Adcom’s 
level of critically acclaimed performance it doesn’t just 
produce surround 
sound. It creates effects 
that are out of this 
world. 

The award-winning 
GTP-600 and an Adcom 
power amplifier give 
you the control to create a sonic experience that surpasses 
anything you’ ve ever heard in a movie theater. 


Award-winning technology takes 
you to the outer limits. 


Providing switching for up to four video sources 
IDE and four audio sources, the GTP-600 gives you 
an the flexibility to customize your audio/video 
system for years to come. Composite or 

S-video connections provide a high definition 
signal path for maximum video quality. And with 
features like Adcom’s exclusive Cinema Surround 
circuitry and Dolby Pro Logic® decoding, the GTP-600 














brings the drama of home theater to your fingertips. 
Preprogrammed DSP(Digital Signal Processing) modes 
such as Concert Hall, Nightclub, Stadium and Five- 
Channel Stereo surround, let you create a variety of cus- 
tom-tailored, psychoacoustically correct listening environ- 
ments. 

These features cou- 
ple ideally with the 
GTP-600’s advanced, 
programmable remote 
which lets you com- 
mand up to eight addi- 
tional system components for complete home theater 
control. 


Surround yourself now at your Adcom dealer. 


Preview the new GTP-600 tuner/preamplifier at your 
authorized Adcom dealer today. But be careful, you might 


want to leave the lights on. 
“Dolby” and “Pro Logic” are registered trade marks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation 
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©1994 aDcom @ 





details you can hear 
11 Elkins Road, East Brunswick, NJ 08816 U.S.A. (908) 390-1130. Distributed in Canada by PRO ACOUSTICS INC. Montréal, Québec (514) 344-1226 
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